Grace Devotion

Week of August 17, 2025

?Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; '° love one another with mutual
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. ! Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the
Lord. > Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. !* Contribute to the needs of
the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers. = Romans 12:9-13 (NRSVUE)
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Greetings dear friends!

Each week, as I write this devotion to share in our weekly mailings, I enjoy these moments—
thinking of each of you. Though we may not be in the same room, we are still gathered in spirit
and in love. As I write this weekly message, I offer prayers for each of you and for all that you
mean to me. These words from Romans are a beautiful reminder that even in the quiet moments
of our lives, God is present and at work.

Paul’s message encourages us to “hold fast to what is good” and to “rejoice in hope.” These are
powerful words for times when days feel long or when strength seems to fail. Hope is not
dependent upon our circumstances in life; hope is found in God, who never leaves us.

Paul’s message is simple but powerful. When he says, “Let love be genuine,” he calls us to true
relationships, ones that love without any conditions. To “hate what is evil” means standing
against what harms others and working for justice and healing.

“Hold fast to what is good” reminds us to hold onto the kindness, truth, and mercy, especially in
difficult times. Paul also urges us to love one another completely and honor each other,
imagining communities built on respect and kindness rather than competition or judgment. He
encourages us to stay passionate in serving the Lord, seeing it not as a duty but as a joy. In all
things, we are to rejoice in hope, be patient during struggles, and remain faithful in prayer.

By meeting the needs of others and welcoming strangers, we live into the generous, loving
community Paul envisions for us.

Prayer: Loving God,

Thank you for always being with us. Help us love others sincerely and stand against what
hurts. Give us strength to hold onto what is good and find joy in serving You. Keep our
hopes alive, our patience strong, and our prayers steady. Open our hearts to welcome
others and live Your love each day. Amen

With Grace and Love,

Pastor Amy
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Be devoted to one another in love.

Honor oneé ano{:he\r above \/ou\rselves.
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Romans 12:10

Romans 12
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MERCIES
RENEWING
THINK
SAME
EVERY
PROPHESY
MINISTRY
WITH
CLEAVE
BROTHERLY
SPIRIT
THINGS
LIVE
WRITTEN
THOU
EVIL
INSTANT
GIVEN
THEM
WEEP
HIGH
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Ho. every one that come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye,
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.

Wherefore do ye spend money for that which 1s not bread? and labour for that
which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which 1s good, and let your
soul delight itself in fatness.

Incline your ear, and come me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an
everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.

Behold, I have given him for a witness to the . a leader and commander to the
people.

Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and that knew not thee
shall run unto thee because of the LORD thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he hath
glorified thee.

Seek ye the LORD while he may be call ye upon him while he is near:

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him
return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he
abundantly pardon.

For my are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the
LORD.
For as the are higher than the earth so are my ways higher than your ways,

and my thoughts than your thoughts.

For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not i
but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the
sower, and bread to the eater:

So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void,
but it shall accomplish that which I please, and 1t prosper in the thing whereto
Isentit.

For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall
break forth before you into singing, and all the of the field shall clap their
hands.

Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree. and instead of the brier shall come up the
myrtle tree: and it shall be to the LORD for a name, for an sign that shall not
be cut off.
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Isaiah 55
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