arace Devotlon .

Week of October 18 2026

2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers,
constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and
labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. # For we know,
brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, ° because our
message of the gospel came to you not in word only but also in power and in the
Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we
proved to be among you for your sake. ® And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of
persecution you received the word with joy from the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. .— 1 Thessalonians 1:2-7

Dear friends,

As we turn to Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians, we see him giving thanks for them. He heard
about their work of faith, their labor of love, and their steadfast hope in Jesus Christ. | love that Paul
doesn’t simply say that they have great faith. | love that he talks about what their faith does. Their
faith is seen in their work, in their labor, and in the way that they keep going. Sometimes we think
about faith as something we hold inside ourselves. While our own faith is deeply personal, it was never
meant to stay hidden inside us. People should be able to see something different because we are a
people of faith. We should be able to be seen us as people who show up. People who help and listen.
People who forgive. People who offer hope when someone is having a hard time finding hope
themselves.

Then we come to Jesus in Matthew's Gospel, where the Pharisees and Herodians try to trap him
with a question about paying taxes to Caesar. Jesus asks them whose image is on the coin. Itis
Caesar's image. Jesus says, “Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things
that are God's.” There is something easy to miss in that answer. The coin has Caesar’s image, but we
are made in God’s image. If we bear God’s image, then what are we giving back to God?

Our faith and our gifts that we share come in the form of our time, our love, our compassion,
our willingness to serve, our hope, and in our very lives. When we meet people on our travels, do they
experience kindness? Do they experience grace? Hope? Do they experience love? Because our lives
are always saying something—we pray that our lives are a reflection of God in our own faithful way.

Prayer:
Loving God, Thank you for reminding us that faith is more than something we believe. It is something

we live. Help us to let our faith show up in the way we treat others, the way we respond when life is
difficult, and the way we offer love and hope to the people around us. Since we bear your image, help
our lives reflect something of you. Give us the courage to show up, the patience to listen, the grace to
forgive, and the love to keep serving. Amen.

With Peace and Love,
Pastor Amy
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