Grace Devotion
T

Week of March 15, 2026

A Man Born Blind Receives Sight

9 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from
birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born

blind?” *Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his  Seeing the truth—and the cost of it
parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s The Man Born Blind

works might be revealed in him. * Wel® must work

the works of him who sent me!® while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. ° As long
as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.” ® When he had said this, he spat on the ground
and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, ’ saying to him, “Go, wash
in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to

see.
The Pharisees Investigate the Healing

13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. ** Now it was a Sabbath
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. > Then the Pharisees also began to ask him
how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and
now | see.” ** Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe
the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were
divided. '’ So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” (John 9:1—7, 13—17 NRSVUE from John 9:1-41)
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Greetings and Well-Wishes,

Today’s Gospel tells the long and layered story of a man born blind who is given sight—and how
that gift unsettles everyone around him. With his sight comes a new clarity, one that challenges
those who are certain they already see clearly. What begins as an act of healing quickly
becomes a moment of disruption.

The disciples want an explanation. The Pharisees want answers. Everyone seems eager to assign
meaning, responsibility, or blame. But Jesus refuses to play that game. Instead, he sees the
man—not as a problem to solve, but as a person in whom God’s work might be revealed. Light
meets darkness, and something new begins.

For the man who was blind, sight is not just physical. As he begins to see, he also begins to
speak. He tells the truth of his experience, even when it makes others uncomfortable. His simple
testimony— “/ washed, and now | see”—becomes an act of courage. Seeing clearly, it turns out,
can come at a cost.



Lent invites us into this same kind of holy seeing. It asks us to notice where we have been quick
to judge, slow to listen, or too comfortable with what we think we already know. It calls us to
open our eyes to God’s work unfolding in unexpected places and people—even when that new

vision unsettles us.

May we have the courage this week to see differently. May we trust that Christ, the light of the
world, is still at work—opening eyes, challenging assumptions, and calling us into deeper truth

and faithfulness.

Prayer:
God of Light, You meet us where we are and open our eyes in ways we do not expect.

When we are quick to judge, slow us down. Help us see people as You see them—not as
problems to explain, but as beloved lives where Your work is happening. Give us courage to tell
the truth of what we have seen, even when it is uncomfortable or costly. When new ideas
disrupt our certainty, remind us that You are still at work, guiding us into deeper understanding
and grace. Teach us to walk in Your light, trusting that seeing clearly is both a gift and a calling.

Amen.

With Grace and Love,

Pastor Amy
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e NOTHING

e BROUGHT

 SABBATH

e WORKS
e NIGHT

e MIGHT

¢ AGAIN

OPENED

o WORSHIPPED

« WHICH

e UNTO

DISCIPLE

FELLOW

e BEGGED

MARVELLOUS

e REMAINETH

WORSHIPPER

SAID

ANSWERED
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