Grace Devotion
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Week of May 17, 2026

91 am asking on their behalf; | am not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you
gave me, because they are yours. '° All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and | have been glorified in
them. (John 17:9-10 NRSVUE)
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Dear friends,

There is something deeply comforting about knowing that
someone is praying for you. Their prayers for you are
intentional—prayed from by name and with great care.
There is power in prayer. In this moment in John’s Gospel,
Jesus is praying for his disciples. He knows what is ahead for
them and for himself. He knows that he will soon ascend
into Heaven and he knows the uncertainty that they will
face. He knows the unanswered questions they will hold and
the ways that their world will change. He doesn’t pray for
easy answers or for clarity. He prays that they would be held. “They are yours,” he says. It's a
simple reminder, but one that | think we need to hear over and over again. We belong to God
and we are beloved. We belong to God in spite of not having everything figured out or because
we aren’t ready for what’s to come next. We are already held. What an invitation for each of
us—an invitation to pause and not rush past the waiting. An invitation to rest in the truth that
we don’t walk our journey alone. Jesus is still praying and God is still holding us. We, my
friends, are all held together in love.

Prayer:
Loving God, Thank you for the reminder that we belong to You. In the midst of our daily
struggles and worries, help us to trust that we are held in Your care. Amen

With Grace and Love,

Yoyt

Ty

Pastor Amy
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