
NCAAINITIAL ELIGIBILTY
College-Bound Student-Athletes



AGENDA
» What is the NCAA?

» NCAA Eligibility Center.

» NCAA Registration.

» Core Courses.

» Certification Outcomes.

o Division I.

o Division II.

» Recruiting.

» Resources.



WHAT IS THE NCAA?



NCAA THREE DIVISIONS
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NCAA SPORTS

Note: Student-athletes competing in emerging sports must 
register with the Eligibility Center and meet the same 
standards as all other students.
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https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4206/What-is-an-emerging-sport?query=emerging%20sport


NCAA SCHOOLS
» Use this interactive map to locate NCAA schools 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎΦ
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https://on.ncaa.com/MemberMap
https://on.ncaa.com/MemberMap


CHOOSING AN NCAA SCHOOL

» Visit on.ncaa.com/choosing for suggestions of questions to 
ask NCAA schools recruiting you.
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Cost of AttendanceSchool Size School Location Majors
and Minors

Admission 
Requirements

Culture
and Affiliations

Student-to-Faculty 
Ratio

Playing Time

https://on.ncaa.com/Choosing


NCAA
ELIGIBILITY CENTER



10

NCAA
ELIGIBILITY CENTER
» Who are we? A unit within the NCAA.

» What do we provide? Certification of 
college-bound student-athletes for collegiate 
competition.

» What do we review?

o Your transcripts.

o Your athletics participation.

» Why do we review? To create fair 
and equitable competition across NCAA 
schools and divisions.



THREE REQUIREMENTS
TO PLAY COLLEGE SPORTS
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NCAA
Initial Eligibility

High School Graduation College
Admission

1 2 3
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COLLEGE ADMISSION
» Apply and be accepted to the NCAA school 

before you can compete.

o NCAA certification does NOT include 
acceptance to the NCAA school.

» Ask college admission about:

o Cost of attendance.

> Financial aid and scholarships.

> FAFSA.

o Standardized test scores. 

> May be required for college
admission or scholarships.

> NOT required for NCAA certification.

o For more questions to ask, visit 
on.ncaa.com/choosingcollege.

https://studentaid.gov/
https://studentaid.gov/
https://on.ncaa.com/ChoosingCollege


SCHOLARSHIPS
Only about 2% of high school athletes are awarded athletics 
scholarships to compete in college.
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Note: Division III does not offer athletics scholarships.
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SCHOLARSHIPS
Understand what is covered by the NCAA 
school, and the costs you would be responsible 
for outside of that aid.

» Academic scholarships.

» Athletics scholarships.

» Expectations and requirements 
to maintain each type.

o Annual scholarships.

o Full scholarships.

o Partial scholarships.

o Scholarship renewals.



THINKING OF GOING PRO?
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» For the rest, the experiences of college athletics and life lessons 
learned along the way will help them pursue careers in business, 
education, athletics administration, communications, law, 
medicine and many more fields.

Of the student-athletes participating in college sports with professional 
leagues, less than 2% become professional athletes.



KEEP YOUR CERTIFICATION ON TRACK
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https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
https://on.ncaa.com/CCL
https://on.ncaa.com/YouTubeTransition
https://on.ncaa.com/RecruitCal
https://on.ncaa.com/MemberMap
https://on.ncaa.com/YouTubeRFA
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4176/How-do-I-submit-my-transcript?query=upload%20transcript
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4176/How-do-I-submit-my-transcript?query=upload%20transcript
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4176/How-do-I-submit-my-transcript?query=upload%20transcript
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2116/How-do-I-submit-proof-of-graduation


NCAA REGISTRATION
Best Practice: Register Before Freshman Year
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NCAA REGISTRATION
Three Account Types

Athletics Certification 
Account

Academic
and Athletics 

Certification Account

Profile Page Account

1 2 3
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ACADEMIC AND ATHLETICS 
CERTIFICATION ACCOUNT
Account Type #1

Required to compete at a Division I or II school:

» Go on Division I official visits.

» Sign for athletics aid.

» Receive an athletics scholarship.

Registration fee:

» Domestic students: $110.

» International students: $170.

» Check to see if you meet fee waiver criteria.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2224/What-is-an-official-visit
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3980/When-registering-with-the-Eligibility-Center-who-is-considered-a-domestic-student?query=domestic
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3980/When-registering-with-the-Eligibility-Center-who-is-considered-a-domestic-student?query=domestic
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3980/When-registering-with-the-Eligibility-Center-who-is-considered-a-domestic-student?query=domestic
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3980/When-registering-with-the-Eligibility-Center-who-is-considered-a-domestic-student?query=domestic
https://on.ncaa.com/YouTubeFeeWaiver


Recommended for all international student-athletes
planning to compete at a Division III school.

Registration fee:

» $75.

» Check to see if you meet fee waiver criteria.

Student-athletes transferring from a
two-year school to an NCAA Division I or II school 
who did not require an Eligibility Center academic 
certification.
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ATHLETICS CERTIFICATION ACCOUNT

Account Type #2

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4187/For-Division-III-who-is-considered-an-international-student-athlete?query=diii%20international
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4187/For-Division-III-who-is-considered-an-international-student-athlete?query=diii%20international
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4187/For-Division-III-who-is-considered-an-international-student-athlete?query=diii%20international
https://on.ncaa.com/YouTubeFeeWaiver
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PROFILE PAGE ACCOUNT
Account Type #3

The right place to start for most students!

» Not sure in which division you plan to compete.

» Domestic students planning to compete 
at a Division III school.

» Registering in an NCAA-certified 
nonscholastic basketball event.

No registration fee.

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ actively recruited by an NCAA Division I or 
II school, transition your Profile Page account to a 
certification account.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4187/For-Division-III-who-is-considered-an-international-student-athlete?query=diii%20international
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4187/For-Division-III-who-is-considered-an-international-student-athlete?query=diii%20international
https://web3.ncaa.org/directory/memberList?type=12&division=III
https://on.ncaa.com/PPAcct
https://on.ncaa.com/Recruited
https://on.ncaa.com/YouTubeTransition
https://on.ncaa.com/YouTubeAccountTypes


CORE COURSES



WHAT IS A CORE COURSE?
A core course must meet the following requirements 
to be used in your academic certification:

» Meet high school graduation requirements in one 
or more of the following subject areas:
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» .Ŝ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ NCAA-approved core courses.

https://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/core-courses
https://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/core-courses
https://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/core-courses


WHAT IS A CORE COURSE?
A core course must meet the following requirements 
to be used in your academic certification:

» .Ŝ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ 
related to instruction, pacing, etc.

» .Ŝ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ά/ƭŜŀǊŜŘέ ƻǊ ά9ȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ 
9Ǿŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴέ 9ƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ account status.
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https://on.ncaa.com/CCL
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DUAL-ENROLLMENT 
COURSEWORK
» May be used to satisfy NCAA 

core-course requirements if course:

o Appears on your official transcript with 
grade and high school credit.

o Meets all requirements 
for an NCAA-approved core course.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4219/How-do-I-submit-dual-enrollment-transcripts
https://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/core-courses
https://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/core-courses
https://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/core-courses


NCAA-APPROVED
CORE COURSES

Scan the QR Code Below
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CƛƴŘ ¸ƻǳǊ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ [ƛǎǘ 
of NCAA-Approved Core 

Courses

https://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/core-courses
https://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/core-courses
https://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/core-courses
https://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/core-courses


NCAA-APPROVED CORE COURSES
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Example



EXAMPLE SCHEDULE

28



CERTIFICATION
OUTCOMES
Divisions I and II
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CERTIFICATION OUTCOMES
Division I

1. Early Academic Qualifier.

2. Qualifier.

3. Academic Redshirt.

4. Nonqualifier.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4201/What-are-the-requirements-to-become-an-early-academic-qualifier?query=Early%20Academic%20Qualifier
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4201/What-are-the-requirements-to-become-an-early-academic-qualifier?query=Early%20Academic%20Qualifier
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2194/What-does-being-eligible-mean?query=qualifier
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2194/What-does-being-eligible-mean?query=qualifier
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2222/What-is-an-academic-redshirt?query=partial%20Qualifier%20requirements
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2222/What-is-an-academic-redshirt?query=partial%20Qualifier%20requirements
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3896/What-is-a-nonqualifier?query=partial%20Qualifier%20requirements
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3896/What-is-a-nonqualifier?query=partial%20Qualifier%20requirements
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EARLY
ACADEMIC QUALIFIER

Division I

Earn 14 NCAA-approved 
core-course credits in the 
required subject areas.

core-course GPA

Earn a minimum 3.0 
core-course GPA.

Note: Based on your pre-seventh semester academic 
record.

» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

» Compete.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2118/How-is-my-core-grade-point-average-GPA-calculated


2 Years 5 Years

3 Years 2 Years 2 Years

DIVISION I: EARLY
ACADEMIC QUALIFIER

Subject Area Breakdown

34



35

QUALIFIER
Division I

Earn 16 NCAA-approved 
core-course credits in the 
required subject areas.

core-course GPA

Earn a minimum 2.3 
core-course GPA.

Complete 16 NCAA-approved 
core-course credits in eight semesters 
from your initial 
start of ninth grade.

10/7 requirement

international

Meet the 10/7 requirement before 
the start of your seventh semester.
» Not required for students with solely international 

academic credentials.

» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

» Compete.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2118/How-is-my-core-grade-point-average-GPA-calculated
https://on.ncaa.com/10/7Requirement
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3980/When-registering-with-the-Eligibility-Center-who-is-considered-a-domestic-student


DIVISION I: QUALIFIER
Subject Area Breakdown

1 Year 2 Years 4 Years

4 Years 3 Years 2 Years
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DIVISION I: 
10/7 REQUIREMENT
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Complete 10 of your 16 NCAA-approved core-course credits 
(including seven in English, math or science) before the start 
of your seventh semester.

» Students with solely international academic credentials 
(including Canada) are not required 
to meet the 10/7 requirement.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3980/When-registering-with-the-Eligibility-Center-who-is-considered-a-domestic-student


DIVISION I: 
COURSES TAKEN AFTER HIGH SCHOOL

38

For Division I, only core courses completed in the first eight 
semesters from your initial start of ninth grade will be used in your 
academic certification.

If you graduate from high school on time, you may use one core-
course unit completed in the year after graduation and before 
enrolling full time at any college or university.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2263/Why-is-it-important-to-graduate-with-my-class?query=on%20time
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3581/What-is-full-time-enrollment
https://on.ncaa.com/10/7Requirement
https://on.ncaa.com/10/7Requirement
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2119/How-is-the-start-of-the-seventh-semester-determined-for-schools-on-a-nontraditional-calendar?query=semester
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2119/How-is-the-start-of-the-seventh-semester-determined-for-schools-on-a-nontraditional-calendar?query=semester
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2263/Why-is-it-important-to-graduate-with-my-class?query=on-time%20graduation


» First Year 
Athletics Aid.

» First Term 
Practice.

» Compete.
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ACADEMIC REDSHIRT
Division I

Earn 16 NCAA-approved 
core-course credits in the 
required subject areas.

core-course GPA

Earn a minimum 2.0
core-course GPA.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2118/How-is-my-core-grade-point-average-GPA-calculated


» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

» Compete.
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NONQUALIFIER
Division I

Not eligible to receive athletics aid, 
practice or compete during your first year 
of full-time enrollment.

Check with the compliance office 
at the NCAA school you may attend to 
discuss your options.
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CERTIFICATION OUTCOMES

1. Early Academic Qualifier.

2. Qualifier.

3. Partial Qualifier.

Division II

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4201/What-are-the-requirements-to-become-an-early-academic-qualifier?query=Early%20Academic%20Qualifier
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4201/What-are-the-requirements-to-become-an-early-academic-qualifier?query=Early%20Academic%20Qualifier
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2194/What-does-being-eligible-mean?query=qualifier
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2194/What-does-being-eligible-mean?query=qualifier
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/ECMIP/Other_Resources/DII_NQ_Change_FAQ_P.pdf
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/ECMIP/Other_Resources/DII_NQ_Change_FAQ_P.pdf
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EARLY
ACADEMIC QUALIFIER

Division II

Earn 14 NCAA-approved 
core-course credits in the 
required subject areas.

core-course GPA

Earn a minimum 2.5 
core-course GPA.

Note: Based on your pre-seventh semester academic 
record.

» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

» Compete.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2118/How-is-my-core-grade-point-average-GPA-calculated


DIVISION II: EARLY
ACADEMIC QUALIFIER

Subject Area Breakdown

3 Years 3 Years

2 Years 6 Years
43
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QUALIFIER
Division II

Earn 16 NCAA-approved 
core-course credits in the 
required subject areas.

core-course GPA

Earn a minimum 2.2
core-course GPA.

» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

» Compete.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2118/How-is-my-core-grade-point-average-GPA-calculated


DIVISION II: QUALIFIER
Subject Area Breakdown

3 Years 2 Years 2 Years

3 Years 2 Years 4 Years

45
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PARTIAL QUALIFIER
Division II

» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

» Compete.

May receive athletics aid and practice but 
may NOT compete during your first year 
of 
full-time enrollment.

Check with the compliance office 
at the NCAA school you may attend to 
discuss your options.
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DIVISION III
» While Division III schools set their own 

academic standards on campus, the 
Eligibility Center certifies the amateur status 
of Division III international student-athletes.

o All other Division III student-athletes are 
certified on campus.

» International student-athletes 
enrolling at a Division III school must register 
with the Eligibility Center 
and receive their final amateurism 
certification before they can compete.

» Domestic student-athletes enrolling 
at a Division III school may register 
for a free Profile Page account, 
but it is not required.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3980/When-registering-with-the-Eligibility-Center-who-is-considered-a-domestic-student?query=i%20attend%20high%20school%20at%20a%20u.s%20territory%20am%20i%20a%20domestic%20or%20international%20student
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3980/When-registering-with-the-Eligibility-Center-who-is-considered-a-domestic-student?query=i%20attend%20high%20school%20at%20a%20u.s%20territory%20am%20i%20a%20domestic%20or%20international%20student
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3980/When-registering-with-the-Eligibility-Center-who-is-considered-a-domestic-student?query=i%20attend%20high%20school%20at%20a%20u.s%20territory%20am%20i%20a%20domestic%20or%20international%20student
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3980/When-registering-with-the-Eligibility-Center-who-is-considered-a-domestic-student?query=i%20attend%20high%20school%20at%20a%20u.s%20territory%20am%20i%20a%20domestic%20or%20international%20student


EDUCATION-IMPACTING DISABILITIES
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» Current impairment that has a substantial educational impact on 
ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴΦ

» Must meet the same initial-eligibility standards as other students 
but may be provided certain accommodations.

o Take NCAA-approved courses for students with EIDs.

o Division I: Take up to three additional core courses after 
graduating high school, before enrolling full time.

o Division II: Take an unlimited number of core courses after 
starting ninth grade, before enrolling full time.

» For more information, visit on.ncaa.com/eid.

https://on.ncaa.com/EID


RECLASSIFYING
» For Division I, only core courses completed in the first eight 

semesters from your initial start of ninth grade will be used 
in your academic certification.

o If you do not graduate on time, the coursework 
completed after eight semesters would not be used in 
your certification.

» To be a Division I qualifier, you must also complete 10 of 
your 16 NCAA-approved core-course credits (including 
seven in English, math or science) before the start of your 
seventh semester.

o Students with solely international academic credentials 
(including Canada): Not required 
to meet the 10/7 requirement.

» Check with the compliance office at the NCAA school you 
may attend to discuss your options.
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https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2263/Why-is-it-important-to-graduate-with-my-class?query=on%20time
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3980/When-registering-with-the-Eligibility-Center-who-is-considered-a-domestic-student


DELAYED ENROLLMENT

» After high school graduation, you have a grace period to 
continue competing in your sports before initially enrolling 
full time at any two- or four-year college or university.

o Generally, if you continue to compete in organized 
competition after your grace period, you risk losing a 
season of NCAA eligibility for each 
12-month period you continue to compete.

o Click here for more information.
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http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/ECMIP/Amateurism_Certification/Delayed_Enrollment.pdf
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/ECMIP/Amateurism_Certification/Delayed_Enrollment.pdf


RECRUITING






























