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"REFLECTING ON THE
KINGDOM OF GOD IN
RESPONSE TO THE WAY
WE LIVE IN THE MORDERN
WORLD, THE CHURCH HAS
DEVELOPED A SERIES OF
PRINCIPALS FOR
REFLECTION, TOGETHER
WITH CRITERIA FOR
JUDGEMENT THAT OFFERS
DIRECTIVES FOR ACTION.
IT IS KNOWN AS
CATHOLIC SOCIAL
TEACHING... THE
CRITERIA ARE TRULY
EXPRESSIONS OF LOVE."

-  POPE FRANCIS, LET
US DREAM: THE PATH
TO A BETTER FUTURE.

Cop y r i g h t  202 1 ,  Rome r o
Cen t e r  f o r  Econom i c  and
So c i a l  J u s t i c e .  A l l  r i g h t s

r e s e r v ed .  Non -P r o f i t
r e p r odu c t i o n  pe rm i t t e d

w i t h  a t t r i b u t i o n .



WHAT IS CATHOLIC
SOCIAL TEACHING

CATHOLIC SOCIAL
TEACHING IS IMPORTANT

persons are expected to respect the r ights of
others and to work for the common good.

✦  Opt ion for the poor and the vulnerable.  The
moral  test  of  society is  how we treat i ts
weakest members.
✦  The dignity of work and the r ights of
workers.
People have the r ight to decent and
product ive work,  fa ir  wages and pr ivate
property,  in  addit ion to the r ight to organize.
The economy exists  to serve the people,  not
the other way around.
✦  Sol idar i ty.  Our responsibi l i t ies cross
nat ional ,  racia l ,  economic and ideological
differences.  We are cal led global ly to work
for just ice.
✦  Care for God’s  creat ion.  Creat ion is  a gift
from God.  We are obl iged to care for God’s
creat ion as stewards and trustees,  not just  as
users.

Cathol ic  Socia l  Teaching is  not a “cafeter ia
plan”,  where we can choose to adopt one
part,  whi le discarding others.  As Pope Francis
has noted, a l l  aspects are “equal ly sacred”.

CATHOLIC SOCIAL
TEACHING AS A

FRAMEWORK TO MAKE
BETTER DECISIONS

In a s imi lar  way that Cathol ics around the
world th ink,  the Romero Center bel ieves
that Cathol ic  Socia l  Teaching provides an
important and useful  framework to
explore and discern many of today’s
important socia l  and just ice issues.
 
People in posit ions of power and
inf luence where decisions and opinions
are made have a special  obl igation to
consider Cathol ic Social  Teaching
because the decisions they make and
the opinions they promote have such
wide ranging impact on the world
around them.

For example,  take the issue of
environmental  racism, where many of the
world’s  most chronic environmental
problems take place where the poor and
voiceless l ive.

In terms of Cathol ic  Socia l  Teaching,
these pract ices affect several  of  the
aforement ioned pr incip les.

L ikewise,  consider immigrat ion pol icy.
Whi le Cathol ic  Socia l  Teaching permits
nat ions to control  their  borders,  they
must take into account the dignity of
those seeking to emigrate.

Other issues where Cathol ic  Socia l
Teaching have an impact include,  our
safety net,  labor issues,  the treatment of
minor i t ies,  LGBT r ights,  the ro le of women
in society,  peace vs.  conf l ict ,  the death
penalty,  the fairness of economic pol icy
and more.

CST is  an important part  of  our Cathol ic  fa ith
and the Church’s  guidance on how we are to
conduct our l ives,  as that re lates to our society
and our planet .  As an integral  part of our
faith,  we are obl iged to actively apply the
social  teachings of the Church.  At the same
t ime, a l l  fa i ths are encouraged to take these
teachings into account as wel l

Der ived from the Scr iptures,  Cathol ic  Socia l
Teaching is  a r ich and histor ic col lect ion of
writ ings that embody the way in which Jesus
taught h is  fo l lowers to conduct their  l ives so as
to benef it  a l l  members of society in a fair  and
just  way.  It  is  an essential  part of the Cathol ic
faith.

Start ing in 1891,  as the result  of  abuses of the
Industr ia l  Revolut ion,  Pope Leo XIII issued his
encycl ical ,  Rerum Novarum ,  on the subject of
worker r ights and responsibi l i t ies .  S ince that
t ime, many addit ional  encycl icals  have expanded
the reach Cathol ic  Socia l  Teaching.  For example,
Pope Francis ’  encycl ical ,  Laudato Si ,  def ines the
role of Cathol ic  Socia l  Teaching to address
cl imate change.

In h is  most recent book,  Let Us Dream: The Path
To A Better Future,  Pope Francis  noted,
“Ref lect ing on the Kingdom of God in response to
the way we l ive in the modern world,  the Church
has developed a ser ies for ref lect ion,  together
with cr i ter ia for judgment that offers direct ives
for act ion.  It  is  known as Cathol ic  Socia l
Teaching”.

PRINCIPLES OF CATHOLIC
SOCIAL TEACHING

The U.S.  Conference of Cathol ic  Bishops
(USSCB),  def ines Cathol ic  Socia l  Teaching
through seven dist inct  pr incip les,  as fo l lows:

✦  L ife and dignity of the human person.  Al l
people are made in the image and l ikeness of
God.  People do not lose their  d ignity due to
disabi l i ty,  poverty,  age, lack of success or
race.  Focus is  on people over th ings,  being
over having.
✦  A cal l  to fami ly,  community and part ic ipat ion
of a l l  in  society.  Al l  persons must have a seat
at the table;
✦  The r ights and responsibi l i t ies of a l l  persons
to l i fe,  food, shelter,  health care,  educat ion,
employment plus the r ight to part ic ipat ion in
decis ions that affect their  l ives.  Conversely


