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Exploring the frontier of AI and what GPT-5 means 
for the legal profession 
By George Brandon, President, LegalXcellence LLC 

As the legal industry continues to evolve, the anticipated launch of GPT-5 by OpenAI in the 
latter part of 2024 will usher in a new era of artificial intelligence with capabilities expected 
to transform the practice of law. While official release details are yet to be confirmed, the 
information discussed here is gathered from various sources published on the internet. 
These offer insights into the potential features and enhancements that could redefine 
efficiency, accuracy, and user experience in legal workflows. Let’s dive into the expected 
features of GPT-5 and their potential impact on the legal field. 

The Expansion of the Context Window 

One of the most significant upgrades in GPT-5 is the expected increase in the context 
window— text the AI can consider at one time. Previous models were limited by how much 
information they could analyze in a single interaction, often leading to fragmented 
understanding when reviewing lengthy documents. GPT-5 may handle extensive legal texts 
in a single stride, allowing for more comprehensive analysis of complex cases, contracts, 
and precedents without losing critical context. 

For lawyers, this means greater efficiency in reviewing case law and legal documents. 
Tasks such as contract review or legal research, which often require cross-referencing 
multiple documents, can now be streamlined, with fewer interruptions caused by the AI’s 
previous limitations. 

Enhanced Reasoning Abilities 

GPT-5 is expected to introduce significantly enhanced reasoning capabilities, which could 
make the AI more reliable in interpreting and processing legal scenarios. Where previous 
iterations might have struggled with the nuances of legal jargon and complex case law, 



GPT-5's advanced reasoning could offer more precise suggestions for drafting legal 
documents or devising litigation strategies. 

For legal professionals, this enhancement could be a game-changer in constructing 
stronger arguments and identifying potential pitfalls in legal strategies. The ability to reason 
through intricate scenarios, including multi-faceted cases and hypothetical legal disputes, 
could provide valuable insights that augment a lawyer’s decision-making process. 

Personalization at Its Core 

Personalization is anticipated to reach new levels with GPT-5. The AI could tailor its outputs 
based on an individual lawyer's preferences and previous interactions, adapting not only in 
tone and style but also in content sensitivity. For instance, a lawyer working in corporate 
law could receive responses more attuned to the specific regulatory frameworks they 
frequently deal with, or drafts that align with their writing style. 

This evolution in customization would prove particularly beneficial in repetitive tasks such 
as document drafting, where efficiency can be drastically improved by having the AI align 
with the legal professional’s unique voice and stylistic preferences. 

Quicker Interactions with Faster Inference Speed 

Another groundbreaking feature expected in GPT-5 is faster inference speed, reducing 
latency in AI-human interactions. For busy legal professionals, this means less downtime 
waiting for document revisions or consultations with the AI. The fluid, near-instantaneous 
responses would make the AI feel more like a real-time collaborator, offering legal insights 
or document modifications with the speed and precision lawyers require to stay 
competitive. 

In fast-paced legal environments—such as during client consultations or when under tight 
deadlines for court submissions—this boost in response time could enhance productivity 
and allow lawyers to focus on higher-level tasks. 

A Deeper Understanding of Context 

GPT-5 not only promises a wider context window but also a deeper understanding of the 
content within that window. This capability could revolutionize tasks such as document 
review, due diligence, and compliance checks. A more nuanced grasp of the relationships 
between different clauses in a contract or a better ability to track cross-referenced legal 
cases could drastically reduce human error in legal analysis. 

This would also bolster the AI’s usefulness in complex litigation cases where context is 
paramount to formulating accurate legal opinions or arguments. 



Communication Without Constraints 

The potential removal of message caps in GPT-5 could open the door to longer, more 
natural interactions with AI. For legal professionals dealing with complex legal matters, this 
means fewer interruptions when engaging the AI on intricate topics. More expansive 
discussions could lead to more thorough explorations of legal questions, enhancing the 
quality of AI-assisted legal advice. 

Advancements in Vision Capabilities 

GPT-5 is also anticipated to bring substantial advancements in vision capabilities, allowing 
it to process and analyze visual data within legal documents. This enhancement would be 
particularly useful in areas such as digital forensics or cases involving multimedia 
evidence. Lawyers could leverage AI not only for text analysis but for interpreting images, 
videos, and other visual data, potentially accelerating evidence review in court cases. 

Seamless Multimodal Integration 

The integration of multimodal capabilities in GPT-5 is another anticipated leap forward. 
With the ability to handle inputs from text, voice, and even visual cues, GPT-5 could 
become an indispensable tool in trial preparation or courtroom presentations. For 
example, during trial simulations, GPT-5 could analyze witness statements, interpret 
relevant legal statutes, and even assess visual exhibits, providing comprehensive support 
to legal teams. 

Revolutionizing Coding and Contract Analysis 

The legal profession’s growing intersection with technology, particularly in areas like 
intellectual property and software contracts, highlights the importance of advanced coding 
assistance. GPT-5’s expected improvements in code comprehension could be a boon to 
lawyers working on software-related cases or reviewing contracts for technical errors and 
vulnerabilities. The ability to generate and assess code could ensure software contracts 
are accurate and compliant, reducing risk in tech-focused legal work. 

Preparing for the Arrival 

Without an official release date, industry experts and company insiders are indicating late 
2024. Legal professionals have a crucial window to familiarize themselves with current AI 
tools, such as GPT-4, while preparing for the advanced functionalities of GPT-5. Early 
adopters can start experimenting with AI integration in their firms by conducting pilot 
projects or collaborating with AI experts to ensure a smooth transition when the more 
powerful GPT-5 arrives. 



Conclusion 

While features like emotional intelligence or advanced creative capabilities may remain on 
the horizon for future models, GPT-5 is poised to revolutionize the legal field in numerous 
ways. From faster and more accurate document drafting to more profound legal reasoning 
and seamless integration of multimodal data, GPT-5 has the potential to enhance both the 
efficiency and accuracy of legal professionals. 

As the legal industry prepares for this new technological frontier, lawyers who embrace AI 
developments will be better positioned to stay competitive in an evolving landscape. The 
future of law promises not only technological innovation but also new opportunities for 
greater understanding and mastery of complex legal challenges. As we continue this 
series, we will explore more innovative strategies to help you build a resilient and 
prosperous law practice. Stay tuned for next month’s edition, published the last Thursday 
of every month. 

George Brandon is the president of LegalXcellence.com. He welcomes questions and 
ideas for future business development columns at george@legalxcellence.com 

 


