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Subject: Aircraft Tie Down Knots 

Within the next few weeks the Flight School will be changing the tie-down ropes 

around the aircraft. The new ropes will be 3/8th inch nylon rope with a tensile 

strength of 4,000 pounds. Because of the potential for thunderstorms and high 

winds, each aircraft must be properly tied down. Below is a Knotmaker drawing of 

a Locking Two Half Hitches Knot. It is the knot presently taught at the Flight 

School. The knot is to be tied such that rope has about an inch of slack in it. With 

the knot firmly in place, it is more likely that the anchor points will come out 

before the rope breaks. 

 

Wing strut or tail 

tie down ring. 

Rope leading away 

from the ground 

tie down point. 

 

This third half hitch 

secures the knot. Do 

not pull this knot too 

tight. 

This is the “locking” 

part. The rope 

should “snap” into 

place and hold. 


