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OPTION PLAYS 
 
Rule 1.5.7  (illegal glove/mitt) If a ball is touched with an illegal glove or 

mitt, that is discovered by the umpire, the coach or captain of the team at 

bat has the choice of taking the result of the play or having the award (8-3-

3a,b,c) for use of an illegal glove or mitt. The illegal glove or mitt must be 

replaced immediately. A foul fly caught with an illegal glove/mitt shall be 

nullified and treated as a foul ball, unless the team at bat elects to take the 

result of the play. 

 

Rule 3.1.1 (illegal defensive player)  An illegal player on defense shall be 

replaced immediately upon discovery by the umpire or either team. If an 

illegal player on defense is involved in a play, and the infraction is 

discovered by an umpire or either team prior to the first pitch to the next 

batter of either team, the team on offense has the option to let the play 

stand or to allow the batter to bat again. 
 

Rule 7.4.1a (illegal bat)  The batter is out when the batter enters the 

batter’s box with an illegal bat (see 1.3.5) or is discovered having used an 

illegal bat. If the infraction is discovered before the next pitch following the 

turn at bat of the player who used an illegal bat, the defense may take the 

penalty or the result of the play.  Rule 4.1.3b...restriction of Head Coach 

(1st offense) and ejection for the 2nd offense. 

 

Rule 8.1.1e (catcher obstruction)  A batter becomes a runner when the 

catcher or any other defensive player obstructs him. The coach or captain 

of the team at bat, after being informed by the umpire-in-chief of the 

obstruction, shall indicate whether or not he elects to decline the 

obstruction penalty and accept the resulting play. Such election shall be 

made before the next pitch (legal or illegal), before the award of an 

intentional base on balls, or before the infielders leave the diamond.  

Obstruction of the batter is ignored if the batter-runner reaches first and all 

other runners advance at least one base. 

 
 

 


