


MULTIPLE CHOICE STUDY/QUIZ QUESTIONS
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas

Assignment One
Chapters One and Two

1. Who is Maria?
A. Bruno's mother
B. Bruno's cousin
C. A neighbor
D. The family's maid

2. Describe Bruno's mother's physical appearance.
A. She is tall and has red hair twisted into net.
B. She is old and her hair is grey.
C. She is short and has short blonde hair.
D. She has dark curly hair and a kind face.

3. What is Maria doing when Bruno comes home from school?
A. Maria is packing Bruno's belongings.
B. She is running a bath for Gretel.
C. She is sweeping the corridor.
D. She is unpacking groceries.

4. Who were guests for dinner at Bruno's house the week before the family moved?
A. A man called the Fury and a beautiful blonde woman
B. Mother's friends
C. A professor of literature from a nearby university
D. Grandmother and Grandfather

5. Why must Bruno's family move away?
A. Berlin has become a dangerous place.
B. The family can no longer afford their house.
C. Bruno's father's job requires them to move away.
D. Bruno's father has been fired from his job and must find employment on a farm.
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6. What does Bruno realize about his father's job?
A. He realizes that his father is a Nazi.
B. He realizes that his father runs the country.
C. He realizes that his father has become the Fury's boss.
D. He has no idea what his father does for a living.

7. In what city does Bruno live before he moves?
A. Germany
B. Out-With
C. Berlin
D. Poland

8. What, according to Bruno, is the best thing about his house?
A. His room full of toys
B. The desolate location
C. The garden
D. The banister

9. What place is Out Of Bounds At All Times And No Exceptions?
A. The kitchen
B. Gretel's room
C. Father's office
D. Mother's closet

10. How is the new house different from Bruno's old house?
A. The house is in a desolate place, not in a neighborhood. The house is smaller, with

only three floors.
B. The house is full of nooks and crannies to explore.
C. The house is larger and much more beautiful.
D. Mother and Gretel love the house more.
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11. What does Bruno tell his mother about moving?
A. He says that he can accept the fact that they moved.
B. He says that Out-With seems exciting and full of possibilities.
C. He says he hated Berlin because it was too noisy.
D. He says that moving was a "bad idea" and suggests they return to Berlin.

12. How does Bruno describe the new servants at the house?
A. The servants are very friendly and love to help him.
B. The servants look happy and healthy.
C. The servants are very professional and always make eye contact.
D. The three women are quite skinny and only speak to each other in whispering

voices. One man looked unhappy and angry.

13. What is Bruno tired of hearing about?
A. Mother's friends
B. Geography and history lessons
C. Gretel's dolls
D. Father's job

14. How does Bruno feel when he looks out the window?
A. He feels excited to explore.
B. He feels proud to be his father's son.
C. He feels lonley for his grandfather.
D. He feels very cold and unsafe.
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Assignment Two
Chapters Three and Four

1. Who is Gretel?
A. Gretel is the tutor.
B. Gretel is Bruno's sister.
C. Gretel is the maid.
D. Gretel is Bruno's mother.

2. According to Gretel, what is the name of their new home?
A. Fatherland
B. Out-With
C. Poland
D. Germany

3. How does Bruno believe the house got its name?
A. It is the German word for "powerful."
B. The people in pajamas are prisoners, as in "out-with" them from society.
C. The person who had Father's job was fired, as in "out-with" that person.
D. It is the Polish word for "prison."

4. Who are Karl, Daniel and Martin?
A. Father's soldiers
B. Bruno's best friends from Berlin
C. Neighbors at Out-With
D. Gretel's boyfriends

5. What does Bruno show Gretel out his window?
A. A large mountain
B. A place in the yard to build a tire swing
C. A school where they will attend
D. People (children) he has seen from his window

6. What does Gretel actually see out Bruno's window?
A. Boys and men of all ages, in conditions that are not very nice
B. A construction site with heavy equipment
C. Cattle grazing in the pasture
D. Families having picnics
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7. What does the fence near the house look like?
A. It circles the house and has a big brass lock.
B. It is made of stone and looks like it has been there for centuries.
C. It is taller than the house, with huge wooden posts, topped with barbed wire.
D. It is about three feet high and is covered with vines.

8. What does the landscape around Out-With look like?
A. There is a bustling street with fruit stands and several small shops.
B. There is no grass or greenery, only ground made of a sand-like substance. There

are low huts and large square buildings.
C. There is nothing to see, just a road that looks like it leads nowhere.
D. There are flowers and pastures with many kinds of farm animals. It is quite lovely.

9. What explanation does Gretel offer for what she sees out Bruno's window?
A. She believes they are in the countryside, which is desolate compared to the city.
B. She believes they are there to build a new city. The buildings are for the workers,

who wear uniforms.
C. She believes they are in Poland.
D. She believes they are being punished because Father has done a poor job.

10. What does Bruno think about the people he sees from his window?
A. That they barely seem human
B. That they all wear grey striped pajamas and grey striped caps is extraordinary
C. That they would make excellent companions for exploring
D. That they seem like undisciplined soldiers; perhaps they are prisoners
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Assignment Three
Chapter Five

1. What does Maria overhear Mother say?
A. Mother says she loves the new house and is glad they moved.
B. Mother says she does not like Grandmother.
C. Mother says they should never have let the Fury come to dinner.
D. Mother says she hates Father and all his soldier friends.

2. Describe the soldiers' salute.
A. They high fived each other and shouted.
B. They brought their hand to their brows and snapped their hands forward.
C. It was the same as Father taught Bruno: palms flat, moving from their chests to

the air in front of them as they cried out two words.
D. They held their palms close to one another and nodded their heads.

3. How does Father define what a home is?
A. He says it is not a place, but where one's family is.
B. He says it is wherever he says it is.
C. He says it is where everyone loves you.
D. He says it is at Out-With.

4. Why does Bruno think that Father may not be good at his job?
A. His father gets yelled at a lot.
B. None of the soldiers like Father.
C. Lieutenant Kotler tells him Father is a poor worker.
D. He sees leaving Berlin and going to Out-With as a punishment.

5. As Bruno leaves Father's office, he asks who the people he sees out his window are.
What is Father's reply?

A. They are construction workers.
B. They are other soldiers.
C. They are prisoners.
D. They are not people at all.

6. What does Bruno believe "Heil Hitler" means?
A. "Thank you."
B. "Goodbye and have a pleasant afternoon."
C. "Our leader is powerful."
D. "I love Germany."
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Assignment Four
Chapter Six

1. What does Bruno say that makes Maria react with horror?
A. He says "Shmuel is my friend."
B. He says "Nazism makes no sense."
C. He says "Lieutenant Kotler is cruel."
D. He says "Stupid Father."

2. What job did Maria's mother have?
A. She was a nanny for Father.
B. She was a dresser for Bruno's grandmother.
C. She was a professional singer and actress.
D. She was a Nazi commandant.

3. Which is NOT a reason Maria believes that Father is generous?
A. He paid for her education.
B. He paid her mother's hospital bills.
C. He paid for her mother's funeral expenses.
D. He gave her a job.

4. What does Maria make Bruno promise?
A. That he will write letters to Grandmother.
B. That he will be nicer to Gretel.
C. That he will never criticize Father out loud.
D. That he will always salute.

5. What is more unpleasant to Bruno than staying at Out-With?
A. Going back to his old house
B. Running away but being alone
C. Being short and small for his age
D. Having to wear clothes, not pajamas, all day
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Assignment Five
Chapter Seven

1. Who is Herr Roller?
A. A soldier with head injuries from the Great War
B. Maria's husband
C. A friend of Mother's who comes often to dinner
D. A geography tutor for Bruno

2. What subject does Mother say is not fit for conversation?
A. War
B. Judaism
C. Nazism
D. Religion

3. With whom does Gretel flirt?
A. Lieutenant Kotler
B. Lars
C. Pavel
D. Herr Roller

4. Describe Lieutenant Kotler's physical appearance.
A. A young solider, rumpled uniform, pale, nervous-looking
B. A young soldier, perfect hair, smart uniform, polished boots, muscular, wears

cologne
C.� A middle-aged soldier who looks angry, is very fat, and smells bad�
D.� A muscular, middle-aged soldier with dark, wavy hair

5. What favor does Bruno ask Lieutenant Kotler?
A. Play a prank on Father
B. Help finding a spare tire
C. To make Mother laugh
D. Take Gretel on a date

6. Who is Pavel?
A. Father's chauffeur who wears a white coat
B. The old man who peels vegetables and serves dinner
C. The Fury's favorite soldier
D. Bruno's teacher
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7. What does Bruno learn about Pavel's past?
A. That Pavel was a singer
B. That Pavel was a doctor
C. That Pavel was a chef
D. That Pavel was a soldier
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Assignment Six
Chapters Eight and Nine

1. What job did Grandfather have?
A. He ran a restaurant.
B. He was a government official.
C. He was an actor.
D. He was a solider.

2. What did Grandmother prepare for Christmas and birthday parties?
A. Perfect presents for everyone
B. Special cakes for everyone to eat
C. Beautiful decorations
D. Plays to act out with Gretel and Bruno

3. Who seems unimpressed by Father's new uniform?
A.� Mother
B.� GrandIDWKHU�
C.� Gretel
D.� Grandmother

4. What does Grandmother say makes her feel ashamed?
A. Her grandchildren misbehaving
B. Her son dressing up and doing terrible things
C. Her past as a singer
D. Her mean daughter-in-law

5. What does Bruno mostly write about in his letter to his grandmother?
A. The people living at Out-With and their pajamas and striped caps
B. How much fun he is having with his new friends
C. How he dislikes Herr Kotler
D. All the plays he is making up

6. Who does Bruno observe "whispering alone in rooms with Mother"?
A. Lieutenant Kotler
B. Herr Kotler
C. Father
D. Lars
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7. Who is Herr Liszt?
A. The Fury's brother
B. The children's tutor
C. Mother's decorator
D. The school principal

8. What are Bruno's favorite subjects?
A. French and Latin
B. Math and science
C. Geography and history
D. Reading and art

9. When is Bruno's birthday?
A. April 15, 1954
B. April 15, 1994
C. April 15, 1974
D. April 15, 1934

10. What activity does Bruno decide it is time to start doing in Out-With?
A. Baseball
B. Cooking
C. Exploring
D. Bicycling

11. What does Bruno think is funny?
A. That none of the people in the striped pajamas have been invited to the house
B. That he has to go to school at Out-With
C. How Mother looks at Lieutenant Kotler
D. That Father is always angry

12. What did Bruno try not to think about?
A. That he had been told many times that exploration was banned and he was not

allowed anywhere near the fence or camp
B. How much he misses Grandfather
C. The nightmares he has about the people on the other side of the fence
D. How short he is
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Assignment Seven
Chapters Ten and Eleven

1. What was the speck that became a blob?
A. A train car
B. A soldier
C. A boy
D. A tree

2. What does the boy inside the fence wear on his arm?
A. A sling because his arm was hurt
B. A beautiful watch
C. An armband with a star on it
D. An armband with a swastika on it

3. Why doesn't Bruno ask the boy why he is sad?
A. He already knows why.
B. He thought it might sound rude.
C. He doesn't actually care.
D. He believes boys don't talk about feelings.

4. What is the name of the boy inside the fence?
A. Shmuel
B. Karl
C. Daniel
D. Thomas

5. What do Bruno and Shmuel share in common?
A. The same shoes
B. The same eye color
C. The same birthday
D. The same last name

6. What does Bruno think is unfair?
A. That he has to be home by dinner
B. That he has to be nice to Shmuel
C. That he is not allowed on the other side of the fence
D. That he is not allowed to have snacks
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7. Where is Shmuel from?
A. Czechoslovakia
B. Poland
C. The Netherlands
D. Germany

8. What does Bruno say about Germany?
A. It is weak; Germany must defeat its enemies.
B. It is better than Poland; it is the greatest of all countries.
C. He is eager to leave it to go to Poland.
D. It is the same as Poland; both countries are great.

9. According to Gretel, what does the Fury do?
A. He teaches geography.
B. He runs the country.
C. He writes novels.
D. He owns a restaurant.

10. What are Father's rules for the Fury's visit?
A. Bruno should stand quietly, not speak until spoken to, and reply clearly.
B. Bruno should tell the Fury a joke.
C. Bruno should stay at Grandmother's until the Fury is gone.
D. Bruno should join them for dinner and remember his manners.

11. What does the Fury look like?
A. Tall and muscular, and very good looking
B. Very artistic looking, with casual clothes
C. Smiling and kind, like Santa Claus
D. Shorter than Father, and probably not as strong, with short dark hair and a tiny

moustache

12. What seat does the Fury sit in at the dinner table?
A. Mother's seat
B. Gretel's seat
C. Bruno's seat
D. The head of the table, usually Father's seat
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13. What is the name of the blond woman who cRmeV to dinner with the Fury?
A. Isabel
B. Maria
C. Eva
D. Nathalie

14. What does Bruno think about the Fury?
A. Bruno thinks he is a threat to Father.
B. Bruno thinks he is a horrible man.
C. Bruno thinks he is admirable.
D. Bruno thinks he is a role model.
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Assignment Eight
Chapters Twelve and Thirteen

1. What happened to Shmuel's watch?
A. He gave it to Bruno.
B. Soldiers took it from him.
C. He sold it for food.
D. His father is keeping it safe.

2. How does Bruno feel about armbands?
A. He says he would never wear an armband with a star on it.
B. He says he is too young to wear an armband.
C. He says he would quite like one, but he doesn't know which he prefers.
D. He says he would never wear a Nazi armband.

3. How does Shmuel describe his train ride?
A. Pleasant, with lots of empty seats
B. He rode in the dining car and had a snack
C. He was a fun adventure
D. Horrible, with no air and with no doors to leave

4. What solution does Bruno offer so he can meet Shmuel's friends?
A. They can come to the fence.
B. He says he could crawl under the fence.
C. He can sneak in in Lieutenant Kotler's car.
D. He can ask his father to take him to work with him.

5. Where does Bruno go every afternoon?
A. To sit on the bench with the plaque
B. To the fence to talk with Shmuel
C. To talk to his mother after her naps
D. To play on his tire swing

6. According to Shmuel, how many people live on his side of the fence?
A. Eleven
B. Fifty
C. Two hundred
D. Thousands
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7. What does Shmuel want to do when he grows up?
A. He wants to be a watch maker.
B. He wants to work in a zoo.
C. He wants to be a teacher.
D. He wants to be a soldier.

8. What does Bruno say he will be when he grows up?
A. A soldier like Father
B. A teacher like Herr Kotler
C. A singer like Grandmother
D. A restaurant owner

9. Who is Shmuel scared by?
A. Lars
B. Karl
C. Lieutenant Kotler
D. Daniel

10. What does Father say about history?
A. He says history cannot be changed.
B. He says history is a cautionary tale.
C. He says history has put them all where they are today, and that they are correcting

history.
D. He says history should be remembered, so countries don't make weak decisions.

11. What job did Lieutenant Kotler's father have?
A. He was a soldier in World War I.
B. He was a literature professor at a university.
C. He was a journalist.
D. He was a restaurant manager.

12. How old is Lieutenant Kotler?
A. Thirty years old
B. Twenty years old
C. Fifteen years old
D. Nineteen years old
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13. Why did Lieutenant Kotler become angry at Pavel?
A. Pavel accidentally spilled wine on him.
B. Pavel looked him in the eye.
C. Pavel tripped him.
D. Pavel forgot to serve him wine.
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Assignment Nine
Chapters Fourteen and Fifteen

1. What does Bruno ask every day?
A. If they can run away.
B. If Shmuel can come to dinner.
C. If Shmuel will be his best friend.
D. If he can crawl under the fence so they can play.

2. How does Bruno feel about Shmuel's pajamas?
A. He thinks wearing pajamas all day is wrong.
B. He feels sorry for Shmuel.
C. He would never wear pajamas all day.
D. He is jealous because Shmuel gets to wear pajamas all day.

3. What does Bruno accidentally say to Gretel?
A. That he hates Herr Liszt
B. That he is afraid of Lieutenant Kotler
C. That he should be with Shmuel by now
D. That he wishes Father would go away

4. What lie does Bruno tell Gretel about his verbal slip up?
A. He is angry at Father.
B. He is just upset because he misses Grandmother.
C. He says Lieutenant Kotler hit him.
D. He says he has an imaginary friend.

5. Why does Bruno start to worry about Shmuel?
A. Shmuel is getting thinner and his skin is turning more grey.
B. Shmuel seems exceptionally sad.
C. Shmuel cries all the time and refuses the food Bruno brings him.
D. Shmuel is getting angrier and yells at Bruno.

6. Why doesn't Bruno give Shmuel any chocolate cake?
A. He eats it along the way and decides that giving Shmuel a small amount would

tease Shmuel's appetite, not satisfy it.
B. He promised Maria that he would not take the cake.
C. Bruno knows it would make his father angry if he would find out that he had

brought cake to Shmuel.
D. Shmuel doesn't like chocolate cake.
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7. What nickname does Lieutenant Kotler call Bruno?
A. Little Man
B. Big Boy
C. Little Boy
D. Big Man

8. What book is Bruno reading?
A. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
B. Robinson Crusoe
C. Treasure Island
D. Mein Kampf

9. What nickname does Bruno's mother call Lieutenant Kotler?
A. Sweet
B. Love
C. Precious
D. Angel

10. Why does Bruno feel guilty?
A. He didn't give Shmuel shoes to wear.
B. He didn't help with Shmuel's chores.
C. He didn't introduce Shmuel to his mother.
D. He ate chicken in front of Shmuel and offered him nothing.

11. What does Lieutenant Kotler accuse Shmuel of doing?
A. Stealing and eating food
B. Hitting Bruno
C. Stealing silverware
D. Breaking a glass and hiding it

12. What does Bruno answer when Lieutenant Kotler asks if he is friends with Shmuel?
A. He says he has never seen Shmuel before.
B. He says he is permitted by Father to play with some boys because he is so bored.
C. He says they are friends, but they just met.
D. He says he has seen him through his bedroom window.
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13. How does Bruno think Shmuel got bruised?
A. He thinks Shmuel must have fallen off his bicycle.
B. He thinks Shmuel got into a fight over his watch.
C. He thinks Lieutenant Kotler beat him.
D. He thinks Shmuel has an abusive father.

14. Why does Shmuel lift the fence?
A. To give Bruno a pair of pajamas
B. To take food from Bruno
C. To give Bruno his watch
D. To shake Bruno's hand
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Assignment Ten
Chapters Sixteen through Eighteen

1. Why does Bruno return to his old house for two days?
A. To take tests at his old school
B. To have the Fury to dinner again
C. To have a vacation from Out-With
D. To attend Grandmother's funeral

2. Why is Father particularly sad when the family returns to the old house for two days?
A. The Fury did not give him another promotion.
B. He realizes that moving to Out-With was a big mistake, that they should have

stayed in Berlin.
C. He had fought with Grandmother, and they hadn't made up before she died.
D. He misses being at Out-With.

3. What would make Grandmother turn in her grave if she knew about it?
A. That Grandfather became senile
B. That the Fury had sent a wreath
C. That Bruno was friends with Shmuel
D. That Father worked at Out-With

4. What is the subject of late-night shouting between Father and Mother?
A. Father's leaving the family so often
B. Gretel and Bruno's schooling
C. Lieutenant Kotler's being transferred away from Out-With
D. Financial difficulties and paying bills

5. How does Gretel's bedroom change?
A. She removes all the dolls and adds maps of Europe, tracking German military

battles with pins.
B. She throws away everything that reminds her of Berlin, leaving her room looking

rather stark.
C. Mother hires a decorator to put up wall paper with flowers on it.
D. She adds many more dolls to her collection and arranges them in scenes around

the room.
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6. What does Gretel mean by "own kind"?
A. She means Germans.
B. She means Polish people.
C. She means Jewish people.
D. She means Christians.

7. What did Father think was the best way to deal with Bruno's lice?
A. Make sure he stays in the house
B. Wear a cap
C. Forbid him from playing with Shmuel
D. Shave his head

8. What does Bruno think when he sees his own reflection?
A. How much he looks like Father
B. How much he resembles Shmuel
C. How much he has grown since he moved away from Berlin
D. How much he wishes he had hair

9. What does Bruno overhear his parents arguing about?
A. Redecorating the house at Out-With
B. Sending the children to boarding school
C. Mother's wanting to return to Berlin
D. Father's relationship with Grandmother

10. How does Bruno's mother's behavior change?
A. She becomes openly defiant around Father and is rude to him in the presence of

his soldiers.
B. She keeps very quiet, takes more naps than usual, and drinks many medicinal

sherries.
C. She writes letters to Grandmother and goes for walks with Gretel.
D. She disappeares for days at a time.

11. What decision does Father make regarding their living circumstances?
A. The family must all stay at Out-With until the Fury allows them to go home.
B. Mother, Gretel and Bruno will return to Berlin within the week.
C. He and Mother will get divorced, and she can go wherever she wants, but the

children will stay with him.
D. He will quit his job, and the family will move back to Berlin together.
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12. What problem does Shmuel have?
A. He has been punished for meeting Bruno.
B. He cannot find his Papa.
C. He does not know if he should go on a march.
D. He lost his watch.

13. What does Shmuel say about soldiers?
A. The soliders are helpful and caring, and he hopes to be a soldier one day.
B. Soldiers are brave.
C. They hate the people on his side of the fence, and that he hates them.
D. Soldiers are helping the people on his side of the fence.

14. What couldn't Shmuel understand about Bruno's father?
A. How he could have a son so clueless about what he does for a living
B. How such a man could have a kind and friendly son
C. How such a man could be kind to his family and cruel to everyone else
D. How he never noticed that Bruno visited the fence every day

15. What is Bruno's plan for a final adventure?
A.� To go on a forced march 
B.� To wear striped pajamas and cross under the fence to play with Shmuel�
C.� To sneak Shmuel into his house
D.� To run away with Shmuel and catch the train to Berlin

16. Why is Shmuel glad about this plan?
A. He thinks it is a good new beginning for him.
B. He wants Bruno to help him find his father.
C. He needs some fun to forget about his problems.
D. He misses being able to play.
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Assignment Eleven
Chapters Nineteen and Twenty

1. On the day of the final adventure, what is the weather like?
A. Rain is pouring down.
B. It is unseasonably warm.
C. Snow starts to fall.
D. It is bitterly cold.

2. Who is Bruno reminded of as he puts on the pajamas?
A. Herr Roller
B. Grandmother
C. Father
D. Gretel

3. What does Shmuel tell Bruno about his boots?
A. He can sell them for a lot of money on Shmuel's side of the fence. .
B. That he won't need them because there is no mud on Shmuel's side of the fence.
C. He will be attacked and his boots will be stolen if he wears them on Shmuel's side

of the fence.
D. He needs to leave them behind or he will be recognized.

4. What had Bruno imagined the other side of the fence was like?
A. Huts with happy families, sitting on rocking chairs and telling stories; children

playing games and sports; a shop, a cafe
B. Destitute, starving people imprisoned with little hope for survival
C. An office building bustling with lots of soldiers in sharp-looking, decorated

uniforms
D. Many farmers with fields, lots of crops to produce food, and many kinds of farm

animals that he could play with

5. Why can't Bruno go on a march?
A. He doesn't like marching.
B. He is the commandant's son.
C. He has to be home in time for dinner.
D. He has terrible asthma.
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6. Why does Bruno believe he is marched into the building?
A. To have lunch
B. To be put to death
C. To get out of the rain to avoid catching cold
D. To be assigned a hut to live in

7. Near the end of the story, what does Bruno do that is out of character for him?
A. He cries and yells for his mother.
B. He tells Shmuel not to be afraid.
C. He asks to speak to the soldier in charge.
D. He holds Shmuel's hand and squeezes it, and tells Shmuel he is his best friend for

life.

8. Why doesn't Mother return to Berlin?
A. She has too many memories of Bruno in Berlin.
B. She wants to stay with Father and comfort him.
C. She waits for news, hoping Bruno might return.
D. She doesn't want to experience any joy without Bruno.

9. Why does Gretel cry?
A. She is afraid she might vanish like Bruno did.
B. She misses Lieutenant Kotler.
C. She misses Bruno.
D. She hates Out-With.

10. What does Father discover about the fence?
A. The fence is totally secure.
B. The base of the fence is not properly attached.
C. The fence is not tall enough.
D. The barbed wire is missing.
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