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River of Smoke written by Amitav Ghosh

Ghosh is a master of character portraits. Along with the main characters there are
numerous supporting characters whose personalities are brought out with great flair. It is
recommended to read both the novels not too apart from each other as one can easily
forget the links between the two. That being said, one can even read these novels in
isolation. It is not necessary to read Sea of Poppies before one reads River of Smoke
however the enjoyment will certainly be heightened if the reader is familiar with all the finer
nuances of each character. In Sea of Poppies the main protagonist was Deeti. However in
River of Smoke the focus in on Barry Moddie, a Parsi opium merchant from Bombay. In
spite of being in this filthy profession he is shown as a man of integrity, loved by his
employees, a capable businessman and a fair friend. He is shown in a very different light
from Burnham, an opium merchant in sea of poppies whose sole concern is profiteering. In
the beginning pages Barry Moddie is shown drowning in opium sludge on his own ship. The
reader is prone to speculate whether the opium merchant will meet his maker by ironically
drowning in the very substance he makes his living from!

Another interesting character is Fitcher, a passionate botanist. Fitcher puts devotion
before passion and makes sure that he completes his familial responsibilities before
undertaking a voyage with the goal of botanical discoveries. Ghosh paints each character
using a multitude of shades but sometimes too much description takes away from the main
plot. It must be mentioned here that certain descriptions are so beautiful that the reader is
transported to China in his mind and feels that one is an active participant in the

proceedings. There is a chance meeting with Napolean in the first half of the book which



seems a little farfetched in the context of the novel but the dialogue between Napolean and
the Opium merchant is very intriguing.

The latter half of the novel is narrated in the form of letters from Robin Chinnery to Puggly
and those are delightfully descriptive for the most part but on occasion tend to be long
ramblings which leave the reader a little impatient for things to move on.

One beautiful sentence goes," Everywhere you look there is something utterly strange and
ever so singular, a storm of chirruping approaches you and at its center is a man with
thousands of walnut shells hanging from shoulder poles; on closer inspection you discovers
that each walnut has been carved into an exquisite cage — for a cricket!"

A striking quote is,"Really there was no language like English for turning lies into legalism"
In River of Smoke the reader is presented the intricacies of the opium trade and how
systematically it is carried on in China by the foreign merchants to the ruination of the
Chinese people. The factories or the *Hongs', the foreigners, their way of living in a foreign
land — almost a dual life- one back at home and one in China — everything is portrayed in
a picturesque fashion.

It is a fascinating journey that Ghosh takes you on; providing you with every little
detail that you could wish for and more about the life, customs, habits , mannerisms, food,
way of talking and most importantly the thought process of the people who lived in those
times. One will be compelled to pick up the next tome when it comes out — one cannot help
being addicted to the ibis trilogy. One who has devoured the first two books cannot stay

away from the third.
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BAKED BAKARWADI !

Bakarawadi can be labeled as the most addictive snack

food of Maharashtra, India! It is a stuffed, savory roll that is
deep fried. Here is my baked version that is sure to satisfy your craving for the famous
Bakarwadi!

There are two types of Bakarwadi in
Maharashtra that are insanely
popular. As far as | can remember,
there have been people lined up
outside the stores to buy them!
Their popularity has not faded over
the years. Of the two most popular
ones, one is the bakarwadi from
Pune and the other from Kolhapur.
The covering made of besan or
gram/chick pea flour is similar in
both but each has a distinctive
filling.

My recipe is to create a filling similar
to the Chitale Bandhu bakarwadi in
Pune. The added bonus is that |
baked my bakarwadis so | can

enjoy them guilt free :) | have made
them bigger in size and dare stuffed with the filling!


https://indfused.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/cover2.jpg

Servings: "28" Difficulty: "easy”

Ingredients-
For the filling-

Grind together in a paste
= 2 hot green chilies (or to taste)
= 8 mint leaves
= Y inch fresh peeled ginger

= 2 cloves of garlic

INBEUSED

Combine with-

. Y2 cup shredded dry coconut, dry roasted
. Ya cup sesame seeds, dry roasted

. 1 tablespoon poppy seeds, dry roasted
. 1 teaspoon onion powder

. 1 tablespoon sugar

. 1 teaspoon cumin seed powder

. 1 teaspoon coriander seed powder

. 1/8 teaspoon citric acid

=  Saltto taste

= Y cup store bought thin sev

= Y2 cup chopped cilantro leaves


https://indfused.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/12.jpg

For the dough-

= % cup besan or chick pea flour

= 4 tablespoons maida or all-purpose
flour

= 1 teaspoon chili powder (or to
taste)

= 4 teaspoon turmeric powder
= Y2 teaspoon baking soda

= Salt to taste

= 1 tablespoon oil

B INDEUSED = Water to knead the dough

s

= About 1 2~2 teaspoons oil for
greasing the baking tray and for brushing the bakarwadis.

To make the bakarwadis-

1. Grind together in a paste, the green chilies, mint leaves, ginger and garlic. Mix with all
the other ingredients of the filling. Set aside.

2. Combine the dry ingredients for the dough. Add the oil and mix it in with your
fingertips. Add enough water to form a ball for the dough. Divide in two parts.

3. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Roll out one part of the dough. The dough should be
rolled as thin as possible.

4. Spread ¥ of the combined filling over it, leaving about %2 inch margin all around the
edges. Roll the dough with filling in a jelly roll fashion, making sure it seals at the long
edge.

5. Cut the roll into pieces about % inch wide. Transfer to a greased baking tray. Repeat
with the other half of the dough and filling.

6. Brush the tops of the cut pieces lightly with oil and bake for 30 minutes. Flip the
bakarwadis upside down and bake for another 10 minutes to get an even color all
around.

7. Remove, let cool and store in an airtight container.


https://indfused.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/31.jpg

Roll the dough, on a floured surface, as
thin as possible
Spread » of the filling on the rolled out dough.
" The filling is spread on top of the dough and
: then rolled up together.

/ rolled it tight in a jelly roll fashion and cut the roll
in about 4 inch wide pieces. | repeated the process
with the other half of the dough and the filling.

INDEUSED
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Dough rolled and cut for my big sized bakarwadis stuffed with the addictive filling!

/ placed them on a greased
baking sheet and brushed
the bakarwadi lightly with
oil.

Bakarwadis ready for
baking!

After baking for 30
minutes, | flipped them
upside down and baked
for an additional 10
minutes. Look at these
beauties ;)

Baked and ready to
devour!

RRTUT ATST AT AT SRaX follow &, https://indfused.wordpress.com/, FB page: Indfused
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fisr-a2r: Four Seasons- Fall
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