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Namaskar Mandali,

The year 2020 seems to be more challenging for everyone including the NEMM committee as
well. We managed to deliver the “Makar Sankrant” event successfully irrespective of weather
challenges at the last minute. | really enjoyed seeing 20+ small kids with crown, halwa jewelry, and
good to see the excitement on their parents' faces while taking pictures of their kids. It's always
challenging for every committee to get these “Bor-Nahan” kits from India but it's worth those
efforts for sure!l. We really had a well professional crew came to perform 2 one-act plays within a
very short notice and they delivered both the plays successfully, we did receive excellent feedback
from our members about the quality of plays.

We could not deliver “Gannaynche Gaav” India program on January 18th due to some logistic
issue, our committee decided to deliver an additional event on February 29th. Our thinking
behind that was during last year, we never had a "Baithak” type melody songs program for our
audience and we knew that there is a certain segment in our community that will appreciate this
type of program. We were absolutely right, even though we had only 4 weeks to prepare for this
program, program delivery and support from the community was awesome.

Towards the end of February, we were preparing for our "“Natyamahostav” for the Gudhi Padwa
event, we were almost done with the set as well and with the support from the community, we
sold a record number of tickets of “Natyamahostav”. During the first week of March, the whole
world started facing many uncertainties due to Covid-19, we started learning more and more
about the severity of this Pandemic through CDC communication and Dr. Fauci. On the 13th of
March, the committee has decided to cancel “Natyamahostav” by keeping the safety of our
community as the top priority. We also managed to issue refunds in a timely manner.

The committee is confident and prepared to deliver quality programs during the second half of
the year 2020. In the last few weeks, we have solicited a few relevant emails from other
communities about Covid-19 to assist our members with correct information in this difficult
situation. Towards the end of March, we had multiple committee meetings about how NEMM can
help our New England community (Karmabhumi) and Maharashtra State (Janmabhumi) during
this global Covid-19 pandemic. During the year 2019, we managed to generate $7000 surpluses
through our sponsorships, advertising, etc. we had to pay $5600 outstanding bill of the previous
year, so the net gain was around $1400 in the year 2019. The year 2020 seems to be challenging,
we decided to seek the trustee’s permission to approve a $3000 commitment from our NEMM
towards fundraising of Covid-19 pandemic. We sent our first email at the beginning of April and
| am proud to announce, our members donated huge $10,250 in just two weeks. As everyone is
going through hardship, we have decided from the beginning we will only send 3 mass emails
during 2 weeks of fundraising period. The NEMM Community Rocks all the time and | am very
proud to be a member of this strong community.
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STAY SAFE AND HEALTHY!! WE ALL TOGETHER WILL FIGHT COVID-19.

Keep in mind, the committee is looking forward to delivering quality programs during the second

half of the year 2020.
- Ty Hrozdt

b '
UMass Memorial

Marlborough Hospltal

THANK YOU NEMM
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***Student volunteering hours will be recongnized.
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Looking for a Graphic Designer [#a4

Good Volunteering oppourtunity at NEMM.

Graphic Designer Needed for Anubandh Magazine.
Please contact: seema.kanitkar@nemm.orqg

Students can apply.
Students Volunteering hours will be recognized by NEMM.
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My Kathak Journey

Mihika Shinde
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Namaskar is a word traditionally said
when one greets another with respect in
the Indian culture and is shown by
bringing your palms together and
bowing. This is what Kathak dancers do
when they enter a dance space. By doing
this the dancer is paying respects to the
floor and the room. It signifies that the
dancer will leave all their worries and
focus only on dancing with no
distractions. The dancer will also make
this gesture towards the teacher and the
Guru'’s. This is the first thing my teachers
taught me before | started dancing. It is a
notion that learning this art form will lead
me to learn how to respect my
surroundings. Kathak has not only taught
me how to dance but, it has taught me
about my culture and life lessons.

My mom grew up watching
Kathak and fell in love with the art form.
The circumstances didn’t let her attend
Kathak classes. At the age of three my
mom looked around to find a Kathak
institution nearby. She found one in the
end, but it was an hour's worth of a drive.
My mom still continued to enroll me for
the class. When | turned to the age of
four | began my first class. The first day
was nerve-wrecking, but everyone was
very nice and super comforting. That
class | learned the basic footwork of
Kathak, tatkar. | made my five closest
friends there as well and to this day they
are dear to my heart. When my sister was
born my mother found it hectic to drive 2
hours in a day for my dance class. She
wanted me to switch to another form of
dance that was close by. | insisted that |
should continue with my Kathak classes
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because | loved the community and the
art form itself. Looking back, | can not
believe how far | have come. From doing
simple single tatkar to choreography with
heart-pumping spins and breathtaking
footwork. Now I'm in the highest class
level of dance in my age group which is
known as the Youth Ensemble or YE. |
learn under Shefali Jain and Anjili Nath
who have been an inspiration to me over
the years.

Kathak comes from Katha meaning story.
We describe Kathak dancers as Kathakas
which are storytellers. Four elements of
Kathak express these stories through
dance known as tayari, layakari,
khoobsurti, and nazakat. Tayari means
technique and readiness in your dance,
Layakari means a deep understanding of
rhythm, Khoobsurti means beauty and
grace, and Nazakat means delicacy and
subtlety. These four elements can be
practiced through training, however, it is
the feeling of the dance that has to be
touched not by your ears, but by your
heart. Kathak is also a solo art form.
Traditionally one storyteller will portray
multiple charters in their expression. | did
not understand this concept for years
until last year. When | could understand
the dance and feel the emotions as | was
dancing. That helped with bettering
myself in the art form and moving on to
greater things.
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When | was 11, | had finally reached a
point in my training where | could
audition for the Youth Ensemble. | was
ecstatic, but nervous at the same time. It
was a huge opportunity for me to have
been given a chance to excel in my
studies as a Kathak dancer. | practiced
day and night to perfect everything on
the criteria list. Every time | did one of
those pieces | asked myself, “Is this how
Shefali didi or Anjili didi would have done
it?", my answer was always no and |
would do it over and over again until | did
it right. The day of the audition | could
barely eat, let alone think straight. | kept
telling myself that | had prepared long
and hard for this day and it will pay off.
When | entered the building | had come
30 minutes early so my father and | had
to wait impatiently in the hall while the
previous audition was going on. Once my
name got called my heart started
pumping out of my chest. | entered the
room and it was fairly lit by the sunlight
that was pouring through the windows.
The floor was a little uneven which made
me anxious. As soon as | walked into the
room one of the teachers told me to go
outside and enter the room again. At that
point, my stomach dropped and thought
all of my chances of getting in were
ruined. They told me to walk more like a
Kathak dancer and more confident.

Walking out of the room was
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embarrassing, but when | walked back in
with more confidence | was not as scared
as | was before. They told me to take a
deep breath and begin my dance. The
auditions were set up like solo dances
where you had to introduce yourself as
well as what you will be dancing. This was
very helpful for my public speaking
because | would constantly repeat my
introduction over and over again until |
got it. Once | did | would not stutter as
much as | would before. | had messed up
my speech and my dance a couple of
times and | had thought that | could
never get in now. | walked out of there
with my head down that day and a week
later | got an email saying | had gotten in.
Along with that, | had met my dearest
guru sisters and my best friends. Youth
Ensemble opened up a world of culture
and dance that | had not touched upon
in my learning. We performed many
choreographies and went to various
events that | had never heard of. | learned
more in-depth about Hindu classical
music, rhythm, and history. It has been 5
years since | started YE and there is still
an enormous amount of things | need to
work on. Learning from my mistakes and
making corrections have led me to move
further in my studies and helped me
become a better Kathak dancer.

Last year my classmates and | produced a
production that was supervised by
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Meenakshi Verma, one of our teachers.
We handled food, stage arrangements,
musicians, fundraising and marketing. It
was an occasion of learning for our future
solos. The production experience helped
me see the underlying work of a
performance. We started working 3
months before and it was an enormous
amount of work. After that experience, |
never thought that the dance part of a
performance was the singular most hard
part of a production. This experience
made me realize how | can better the
process for my solo and it also gave me
life skills that | can apply in the future that
follow under the categories of
organization and communication.

Over the years | was able to connect with
Indian culture which brought me closer
to my roots. Recently | participated in a
Kathak Indian exchange program where |
got to meet Kathak students from India
and explore their way of dance and
connect as guru sisters. They first came to
the U.S and stayed with their host
families. The Indian exchange students
only stayed for a week, but it was really
fun getting to know them. We did a
performance where we got to show a
story called Goverdhan Giri. It is a story
about villagers and how they prayed to
the arrogant god Inthera. When Krishna
sees this he tells the villagers not to pray
to Inthera and they should pray to the
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true one. When Inthera hears this news
he brings storms to their village
destroying their homes and crops. They
pray to Lord Krishna to save them and
they find safety under the mountain
Goverdhan which Krishna lifts with his
singular pinky and protects the villagers.
It was an amazing experience going
through different emotions and different
characters. It was especially different
going through this character change and
emotion with people | had just met the
day before. It was uplifting to hear their
input and help them find their inner
character as well mine. Once it was our
turn to go to India it was a little scary. |
was away from my family for a week and
| had lived with my host family for two
days before going to the retreat center.
Those two days helped me connect with
my friend Tiana and let me explore
Mumbai and its fascinating attractions.
After those two days, we went to a retreat
area called Art Village. | had a wonderful
opportunity to meet late Pandit
Chitheresh Das’s guru sister Madurai
Devi Singh. She was an absolute
sweetheart and she had lots of
knowledge about Kathak. She had taught
us many interesting things and told us
stories that were fun to listen to. | was not
very nervous because | knew that my
guru sisters would be there, my old ones
and the new ones. | had experienced the
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traditional way a dance retreat or practice
would start and end. We woke up at six
in the morning to sing while the sunrise
came up. Our classes would end at nine
and that is when we would have to sleep.
Art village was away from the city and
deep into rural India. Thanks to the frog
infested showers we had a screaming yet
animated bathing experience. The fear
factor brought us together, bonding us
better than before. Connecting with my
guru sisters was like exploring a new
world. It was flabbergasting to see our
similarities and our differences, the
experience was surreal. The trip was out
of my comfort zone and helped me think
of trying new things more often.

Kathak has greatly impacted my lifestyle.
Sometimes it feels as if | cannot live
without doing a spin or a footwork
composition. It has not only made me a
better dancer, but it has impacted my
lifestyle as well. | am more disciplined and
independent with my dance as well as my
school work and daily activities. It has
made me more active and a much more
confident person. Over the years it has
been getting harder to practice on my
own time and balancing school work as
well. Oftentimes | do not get the chance
to practice which makes me appreciate
the time and effort my teachers put in to
conduct classes in their busy schedules. |
am grateful for my parents for
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introducing such a beautiful art form to everything in life, find a deeper
me and for pushing me to strive higher. | understanding of my culture, and make
bow to my teachers for their guidance Kathak a part of who | am.

that paved the way for me to respect
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Hemant Karkare-A Daughter’s Memoire

Jui Karkare Navare

It is about one year since | finished my part of the book writing after nearly two years of
assimilation of information, rummaging through old records, my Papa’s diaries, recalling
and refreshing the several face to face meetings with Papa’s friends and colleagues way
back to 2009.

What we think as mundane, to be an author there are several very important aspects and
steps before the script which you have ready with you can see the light of the day and
readers can read the ‘book’. Believe me-it requires a lot of patience, stamina, commercial
acumen, family support and what not, more so if the whole operation is Trans Atlantic!

For a first timer | did not know what alley | was entering to write about my father Hemant
Karkare, the Anti Terrorism Chief of Maharashtra Police, India. But one thing | was very
sure-what | would write will be befitting my Papa Hemant Karkare, not only as the world
knew him but also as | knew him, and | understood him. | was only half his age when he
was martyred on the night of 26 November 2008 dastardly terrorist attacks in Mumbai,
India which shook the world.

The diaries he kept during his college days and later years were of immense help in
understanding Papa’s determination and character. | give one example from the chapter
8- ‘Simple Living High Thinking" which starts with a quote from his diary “Today was a
good day. No one rebuked me.l could convince others. People listened to me.All these
statements reveal that my day and my happiness depend on others.| am not self-
contained.This is bad because | may have to bear severe shocks in life ahead.l should train
myself to seek meaning and comfort from within.”

The motivation,stimulus to write the book was given to me by my Mummy Kavita Karkare
when she was visiting me in Boston sometime in 2011 and we lived near the harbour.All
of us i.e.me,my little daughter ,my husband Devdutt and Mummy had gone to attend a
book launch of my friend Nandini Bajpai’'s book in Sheborne where | came to know of
Writer's Loft,a community to hand hold budding writers.At the end of the event Mummy
told me “Jui you should write a book about your Papa”.That was long ago.But after my
second daughter was born in 2013 and | lost my Mummy due to brain haemorrhage in
September 2014,it created a big void in my life. We had moved to suburbs and watching
other grand parents move around with their grand children in strollers often disturbed
me a lot, | cried.
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People had got used to watching every 26/11 my father's image with helmet, wearing
bullet proof jacket. It struck me then that the world has to know more about my father’s
life besides his supreme sacrifice and so the book started taking shape.

This book is not just a collection of memories, it brings out my Papa’s so many unknown
facets.His professionalism, commitment to work ethics, integrity, the attitude to go deep
and get to the truth, the turn around to the Naxal menace and reforms in Naxalite infested
Chandrapur, Gadhchiroli districts, love and interest in promotion of fine arts, an artist
himself, voracious reader,a dog lover and above all a good human being and a family
man.

My Papa took social reform as his obligation to society and made every effort in his
various postings to reform drug addicts, alcoholics.

Every time | sit and start writing about Papa and this book, the following words stream
down my cheeks:(copied from the book)

Papa, can you come back?
Dear Papa, can you please come back?
There is nothing left in life that | lack
(Except you---)

Life without you will never be the same
When [ take a walk down memory lane
There are cherished moments long past
Never thought that | would be left ahast
(At the untimely end---)

Can you come to visit your granddaughter
and hear her chortle with delight?
Hold her high up in the air and see her
mischievous eyes looking down at you
Can you come and give me a pep talk when
| think everything in life is a fight?
And trust me, the times | feel like that are not few

(Especially without you--)
Is it possible for you to shout at me
For things that | do wrong?
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To my ears —that shouting will sound
better than the best song.
But most of all, | wish you would come back
For patting me on the back
And to say to the crowd
That your first born makes you very proud

A very dear Mumbai friend of mine from childhood met me here in Boston before the
book was released and she had the privilege to read the script before the book was
published! She summed the book message as The Making of a National Hero.Why | site
such comments is because it will be improper of me to write a review of my own book,
but | have the option to write or quote what readers have to say.

The book was launched last year on 25 th November in Mumbai at the hands of Smt.Aditi
Padsalgikar,wife of Shri.Datta Padsalgikar,|PS Retd,Dy National Security Advisor to the GOI
in PM’s office with Shri.K.L.Prasad,IPS Retd,former Navi Mumbai Commissioner,Dr.Ankush
Dhanvijay,IPS Retd,former Nagpur Police Commissioner on the dais as Guests of Honour
and Senior dignitaries of Mumbai Police in attendance. The auditorium was packed, and
we provided live feed to another auditorium at lower level to accommodate the overflow.

ShriJulio Ribeiro, IPS Retd, former DG, Maharashtra, Punjab and former Ambassador to
Romania spoke extempore to pay glowing tributes to my father emphasizing his
adherence to ‘dharma ‘and ‘truth’. He made a point which we all have to remember —a
person- about whom the needy, the less fortunate, the underprivileged speak well (and
not the person about whom the seniors, bosses speak well )he is a true leader, Hemant
was such a leader! | happened to read his comments in press about the book where he
makes a special mention | quote “Hemant was a humanist in his thoughts and also in his
deeds. When the poor and troubled approached him with their woes, he did not merely
sympathise with them, but helped them with justice being delivered. That is why he was
loved by one and all-his own juniors in the police force and by the people he served. That
to my mind, is the true worth of a professional policeman. And also, the true measure of
success”.

On 27 th November a similar launch was made at Centre for Police Research Auditorium,
Pune at the hands of Shri. Kamal Kashyap, IPS Retd, former DG Maharashtra with Shri. K.
Venkateshan, IPS, CP, Pune and Shri. Atulchandra Kulkarni, IPS, ADG-CID, Maharashtra.
Shri. Kulkarni having glanced through the books while other dignitaries were speaking
summed up the book saying ‘there are many books on police personnel’s bravery but this
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book is different, it throws light on Hemant Karkare's multifaceted talent and love and
affection for family.

For last four years on 26" November (26/11) the leading Indian newspaper chain Indian
Express hosts a Memorial Event ‘Stories of Strength’ on a grand scale against the backdrop
of Gateway of India in Mumbai. | spoke at this event ‘What my father taught me’ and
presented a copy of the book to the Hon. Defense Minister Shri. Rajnath Singh and Hon.
Minister for Road Transportation and Highways Shri. Nitin Gadkari. | may add that while
Hon Defence Minister blessed me, Hon. Shri. Gadkari spoke to me in chaste Marathi!

Crossword who published the book did a ‘soft launch’ on 24 th Nov at their flagship store
at Kemps Corner in Mumbai. Their team members across Mumbai, Delhi and Kolkata acted
in superfast speed to launch the book in less than 4 months from the time first transcript
was given to them ensuring that nothing controversial which had already appeared in
print media since 26/11/2008 was included.

It was a very hectic but very satisfying trip for me,| left Boston on Thursday 21 st November
reaching Mumbai Saturday 23 rd morning.| went to see the venue same day and met the
team from my father’s office who were helping me with arrangements. The love, affection
and care they showed made me comfortable and all jet lag was gone. They made me feel
at home. | had the same experience in Pune. | was meeting all these police personnel first
time in my life and | realised that my father had ensured that | am well looked after even
when he is not around!

| am not doing any marketing. | just want to let the readers know through such a book,
that how a simple boy from humble beginnings painstakingly moulded himself to scale
greater heights. It is truly an inspirational story, it is indeed inspirational even for me!

The book is available for readers in the US, Europe and Australia on Amazon.com in hard
copy as well as Kindle version. For readers in India it is available on crossword. in and
amazon.in as well as at all Crossword outlets in India.

Shri.Julio Ribeiro speaking at the Mumbai Book launch. Hemant Karkare-a daughter’s memoir by Jui Karkare Navare launched in Mumbai at the hands of
In the back ground,from Lto R-Shri.K.L.Prasad,IPS Retd, smt.Aditi Padsalgikar,Shri.K.L.Prasad,|PS,Retd and Shri.Ankush Dhanvijay,IPS,Retd.
Smt.Aditi Padsalgikar,Shri.Ankush Dhanvijay,IPS,Retd
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Book Review: Front DeskK s, iy ve
By: ST HICH

KELLY YANG

From beginning to the end Front Desk By: Kelly Yang is a well rounded read that is
fit for anybody regardless of their reading skill level. This book connects deeply to
the author's personal experiences since it is based on a child version of Yang. The
main character of the story, Mia Tang is a 5th grade Chinese immigrant girl who has
a love for words. Expecting wealth and an easy-going life, she is shocked to discover
that it is not like that in the USA. Her parents are constantly struggling through jobs
and hard labor. So, when opportunity strikes she is always ready to help, even if
things don’t always turn out so well.

This being said with a stroke of luck, the family soon finds themselves the managers
of a motel in California. Yang describes the whole family as starstruck and awed in
the onset. Due to no staff at the motel the Tang family have to do everything by
themselves. Mia does her part by helping out at the front desk; at first it is trial and
error for young Mia but soon she gets the hang of things and starts changing her life
in small but positive ways. This peace is however not long lasting, the Tang family
find themselves with a cheating boss, some robbers, difficult customers and police
problems. This roller coaster ride is very heavy on Mia’s shoulders, yet she does not
give up hope for a better life. Using her English skills, she writes letters to the police,
kind customers, her friend, and a plaza too. In this tiny way Mia solved the not-so-
tiny problems in the lives of the people she loved.

Through a thrilling plot and excellent word choice Yang’s story weaves together
hard work and determination to leave you hungry for more of Mia’s story after each
and every chapter. Every single detail portrays the feelings of Mia and her family
and the vibrant words paint a clear picture in your mind of their life. Tag along Mia’s
journey as she uses courage, hard work and kindness to defeat all the bad things in
her life and follow her dreams.
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Grandpa’'s Gifts

By: Hradini Shinde

Sun poured in from behind my
curtains. | wake up to the smell of
warm bread , and smoke. Instantly the
sound of the smoke alarm blares
through the house. | jump out of bed
and run downstairs where my mom is
wafting the smoke away from the
smoke alarm with her cardigan. She’s
all dressed up in a black skirt and a
polka dot blouse for work, her straight
black hair neatly put into a bun sitting
on top of her head. We moved here to
Peru because my Grandfather got sick.
She hasn’t gotten used to the way
people dress here but this is the best
she can do so she won’t be judged. |
grab a towel and start waving it in the
air. Jason, my brother, stomps down
the stairs. He’s already dressed for
school, it’s just me. I hand him the
towel and run up the stairs.

The alarm had stopped so | could hear
Jason’s daily compliments, to himself,
in the mirror.

| pulled on my plaid skirt and
white blouse and tried not to choke
myself with the tie. | pull my long hair
dark into a simple braid and hurry
down the stairs. | stuff down my bread
and jam into my mouth and grab my
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backpack. School starts in six minutes
and it’s a 5 minute walk.

He yells back “I’'m com’in, I'm
com’in”

He scurries out of the house, his hair
gelled, a satisfied expression on his
face. | walk to the bus and Jason runs
after me.

As always Spring Hill High was
everything  but exciting. My
grandmother used to run this school.
She retired a year ago when my
grandfather got sick. My grandma
couldn’t cope with everything so she
called us over. My grandma had
always wanted me to come here and
she even made a section for kids who
can’t speak spanish. She was very
passionate about what she wanted. |
start heading to my math class. | catch
Emily, my bestie, on the way. Her
mom had history in the United States
too. She Wanted to get as far away
from there as possible. Emily never
wanted to leave, just like me. Soon we
were Dbesties, fighting off the evil
Avery, together. Avery had a spell on
people in the non-spanish speaking
zone. She could clear hallways in
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seconds, not me or Emily. Really the
only people actually in the non-spanish
speaking zone was me, Emily Baker,
and Avery. Then there were exchange
students, Chloe Hart and Charlie
Baker.

In math we learned about
angles, fun. The bell rang through the
school. Next up was Spanish class.
They want us to learn spanish so we
can interact better with the people here.
| start crossing the hall when the
speakers boom the words, “Jason and
Jade to the office please, Jason and
Jade to the office.” I looked at Jason
who was just about to head to science.
We hurry up the hallway and down the
corridor where the office lies. We peek
our heads in and see our mom, her
cheeks tear stained her face worried.
Jason and I don’t need an explanation.
It’s Grandpa. We grab everything from
our lockers and start running to the car
where mom is seated and very very
worried.

Once we were at the
hospital we frantically asked the first
nurse we could find. She didn’t
understand english so we used google
translate. My Grandpa was in room
200. My mom gasped as we walked in
the room. There he was, an oxygen
mask over his mouth. The doctor
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comes into the room. “He is
coughing,” she reports quietly. “He is
old, he is 80. And he’s suffering
now.We’re not sure what it is but it’s
bad.” she continued. Tears slip down
my mother's already stained cheeks. |
try to hold in mine. | try not to
remember all the bedtime stories he
read to me, the laughs, the sundaes. He
waves Jason over. “Take this.” he
croaks. Shakily he takes off his watch
and puts it in Jason's open hands. “Let
this watch bring the things you want
your way.” Tears run down Jason's
face. It doesn't make much sense but
whatever. They hug. Mom doesn’t talk
when she gets to her dad, she just hugs
him. He takes an album from his
nightgown pocket. “So you’ll always
remember me, sweetheart.” he says.
My mom cries even more.

At last he waves me over. He hands me
a necklace with a heart shaped pendant
made of thin flat rock. “This is
soapstone, it may not be pretty, but it’s
helpful” he explains. I don’t get why
soapstone can be but it’s special. “I
love you all” He finishes. Then without
notice the monitor flatlines. There was
a shriek. Grandma was there in a
corner, so quiet we didn’t even notice
her. Tears escape my eyes. Everyone
else starts to cry too.
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Another day of school. We
didn’t take the day off, we still need to
settle. We are going to help Grandma.
| met Emily at the non-spanish zone.
She doesn't talk at first but then says,
“That pendant is pretty.”

“My Grandpa gave it to me” I
responded.

Emily and I walk past the gym and we
hear Chloe Hart’s voice pierce the air.
She was yelling Charlie Baker off on a
foul. No one can understand her
because she’s speaking english. Well
we can, so can Charlie, but whatever.
We keep walking, when we hear a
sassy but sincere voice.

“Hey, sorry about your
Grandad.” it was the one and only
Avery Williams who actually sounded
sorry. It didn’t last long., “Wanna
know what my daddy got for me,” she
doesn't wait for an answer, “ a state of
the art teleporter.”

| highly doubt this. You can’t
buy something that hasn’t been
invented. Right?
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“If this so called “state of the art

teleporter” is real then you’ll have no
problem

showing it to us.” I say to her.

Her face looked uneasy. Emily
looks half intrigued, half skeptical. I’'m
just bored, nothing exciting happens
around here. At my old school in the
United States nothing was boring, after
every test we went to a nearby ice
cream shop. | had an allergy so the
teacher gave me a homemade
brownie. There was one thing | never
missed and never really understood.
One girl refused to eat anything that
connected to our teacher. | found it just
a little rude, she probably thought
never to take food from strangers. Our
teacher wasn’t that strange. She tried
convincing everyone else too, but they
wouldn’t budge. Whenever she tried to
talk to me the teacher interrupted, her
name is Ms. Pennywell.

“Fine, I’ll show it to you.”

She starts walking out of the building,
we follow her. | start to forget
everything about yesterday.

We walk around the school, across the
parking lot, and to a small corner of the
field. The soccer team was doing their
morning practice, but they didn’t even
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notice or they didn’t care about the tall,
wide tattered aluminum box in the top
left corner of the

field. “State of the art huh?” Emily
giggles. Avery looked down at her
shiny new sneakers but then perked
right up. “Why don’t you try it out,
then see who’s laughing.” she sneered.
| looked over at Emily. She shrugged,
oblivious to the fact that the machine
might actually work, she went inside
the machine.

Chloe was dragging Charlie to the gym
teacher who was coaching the soccer
team. Chloe was rambling on about
something failing her arm everywhere.
Chloe and Charlie started arguing but
just in time Jason broke up the fight.
He edged away from the gym teacher
and pointed at up. They ran to us. Once
they got there, Chloe asked “What is
that” Avery explained that it was her
teleporter and that Emily was going to
try it out. “How about instead of just
Emily testing it out, we all go!” Charlie
insisted. Without waiting for an
answer he herded everyone in the
teleporter and shouted, “NORTH
AMERICA”

The machine was stuffy with all six of
us in it. It was like an elevator, but
without the buttons there was a
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keyboard, where you put where you
want to go. Avery typed in the words:
THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA. The aluminum box started
to shake and then 1 felt weightless. All
of a sudden we crashed onto land and
my weight was regained. We step out
in awe of the fact that it actually
worked. We smell the greasy smell of
french fries, and the savory smell of
steak. “Told you so.” Avery sneers. At
that moment | see a familiar house.
Jason is looking there too. “You guys!
This is our house!” I say.

My heart breaks when | see the For
Sale sign is gone. | guess | mean old
house. Jason puts a hand on my
shoulder. I look at our house and see an
all too familiar face in the window...
It’s the girl who never ate the ice cream
at that shop! She see’s me and instantly
comes outside. She was wearing blue
sneakers, a green sweatshirt, long
black tights, and black glasses. | look
at her face. It’s filled with horror. I tilt
my head in confusion. | look side to
side and no one is there. Actually it’s
completely deserted. The anti-ice
cream girl shouts “WATCH OUT” but
it’s too late to look back.

Rope wraps around my stomach
forcing me to step back and collide
with the others. | look at the teenage
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girl. A short man with a snide smile
had crept behind her. | started to
scream but my mouth was covered by
a long boney cold hand. I try to jerk
free but the rope is too tight. A needle
pierces in my leg, and
then... blackness.

| wake up to find myself in a
cage surrounded by violet light
beams. A tall thin figure lurks in the
shadows. A long rack of weapons
hangs upon the wall. Everyone had
woken up. | move my hand but then
realize they are tied behind me. The
girl who doesn’t eat ice cream uses her
legs to stand up. She walks over to me.
| clumsily get up and face her. She
starts speaking in a sweet angelic
voice. “l know the timing isn’t ideal,
but my name is Amber Sandoval. And
she” she points to the thin figure, “ is
the worst teacher ever.”

The figure walks forward, her face
illuminated from the beams. It was
Ms.Pennywell. “Hello kids.” She
sneers. Well not the best welcome back
to The United States of America”
Chloe sighs.

“How are you kids?” she coos.

“Hmm, being captured and
imprisoned by the one teacher who
was nice to you, and getting rope
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burns. Best day ever.” 1 say
sarcastically.

“Glad you think so. Now, let’s get
down to business, | captured you, filled
you with explosives, so | can explode
you in a click of a button, kids would
do anything for sugar, and with another
press of a button, I can mind control
your former classmates, and silently
take over the world. Then | can show
your grandfather who’s boss. Oh wait,
I poisoned him! I love being evil!” She
wasn’t finished. “As long as you are in
the cage my plan is flawless. Oh and
those beams would fry you if you
touch them.” she cackled.

She filled me with explosives. The
brownies. The ice cream. “You knew.”
| turned to Amber and slowly said,
“You tried to warn me.”

“I’'m sorry, I should’ve tried harder.”
Amber looked at her sneakers. One
press of a button. What if she can’t
press the buttons. Ms.Pennywell
turned around and started pecking at a
computer. “Psst. Amber.” 1 whisper.
Amber looks up and strains to hear
what I’m saying. [ edge closer. “I need
you to help me. Try taking off my
ropes.” she tried but they were too
tight, and her hands couldn’t move a
lot. Think Jade think! Out of the blue
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an idea sparked at me. “Our plan could
be to take off my necklace and use it to
reflect the heat of the beam and burn
the rope. Next with the necklace we
can reflect the beam somewhere else to
make space to escape. Then we distract
Ms.Pennywell with Amber’s glass
lense.l remember you saying those
were very loud when dropped on the
ground.” I say still whispering.

“What about when we get outside,
we’re probably in the middle of
nowhere.” Avery questions.

“I’d rather be stuck in the middle of
nowhere than be blown up by an evil
teacher.” 1 report. “Ok, let’s go.”
Emily says. She starts trying to get the
clasp of the necklace off, her hands
still tied behind her back. Avery and
Chloe figure out the angle the light
beam should point, Amber, Jason, and
Charlie are getting the glass ready and
how to throw them. Emily gets the
clasp and hands the necklace to me.

| learn from Avery the beam has to
point 120 degrees to fry the rope from
where she is standing. | nod and get
ready. | am afraid | will not only fry
Avery’s rope, but something else. I
turn around and strain my neck to see
where | am going. Next | measure 120
degrees and bring the soapstone
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necklace on the outside of the beam,
making sure I don’t touch anything
else. Charlie keeps watch of
Ms.Pennywell, in case she sees what
we are doing. Finally, the moment of
truth. | tilt the soapstone. It reflects
onto Avery’s rope. After a few
moments of not moving the rope splits
in half! Soapstone is useful! Grandpa
knew. Thank you grandpa. Avery
starts untying everyone's ropes.
“Mayday, code red, code red!” Charlie
urgently whispers. Instantly everyone
puts their sad faces on and hides their
unroped hands behind their backs as
Ms.Pennywell briefly glances back at
us.

Again | reflect heat so it points to the
ceiling. Jason quietly sneaks out and
goes to the weapons. Avery, Charlie,
Chloe, and Emily follow. Before | go
out, Amber throws her glass lenses
next Ms.Pennywell to make a
distraction. Once she throws,
Ms.Pennywell goes to inspect, just as
planned and Amber and | run to the
others. We all get our phones from the
bin. Luckily my dad put me in
taeckwondo. My dad and | used to
practice inside our old house. That was
one of the reasons they got a divorce.
Many things were Dbroken. Well
anyway, it’s useful now. We sneak
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past a pair of sleeping guards when we
first get out. The next ones are awake.
“I got this one.” Chloe says. She starts
running. She races by the guards and
sneaks behind them while they're still
confused. Chloe takes the sticks in her
hands and knocks the security guards.
Well done Choe. The victory doesn’t
last long. Security guards and
henchmen charge after us.

We start running. We pass a
science lab and a weapons room. My
phone is rapidly buzzing in my hand. |
peek at the phone screen, | see | got at
least 100 text messages and phone
calls, all from my mom. The security
guards and henchmen are still chasing
after us. Just as we reach the EXIT
door something grabs my wrist. |
turned to see who it was, it was a
custodian, from what | could see. |
wrench my hand free and push him
away with my leg. Once I’m free and
at the door, | figure I am strong enough
to do what | am about to do. Right
before I leave, | yank the doorknob off
the door, go outside and shut the door
behind me. That was close. “Now
what?” Avery pants. “Now we need to
find the teleporter.” Chloe answers.
“Well that’s impossible on an account
of, we have no idea where we are!”
Amber adds. “It may not be
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impossible.” Jason says. He continues
“Jade, you know how that wretched
teacher poisoned Grandpa? He must
have known too much. If the necklace
he gave you helped us....” He trailed
off. “Then the watch he gave you must
be too!” I finished.

“Give me your watch.” Jason hands
me his watch. “Jason remember what
he said? Let this watch bring the things
you want your way. What you want is
the teleporter. He must’ve known our
desire to come here! Our parents
wouldn’t have taken us.” I fumble with
the watch. Finally | open the top.
Behind the clock screen was another
screen that showed us where the
biggest and nearest piece of metal
was!

We follow it and it brings us to
Amber’s house. We say our farewells
to Amber and get in the teleporter. |
hand Jason his watch back and | touch
my necklace. Honestly, a little
boredom never hurts, especially with
friends.

We arrive at Spring Hill High.
The police are there and all of our
parents. Mom is practically drowning
in tears. I can’t believe we forgot about
school, and our parents. What matters
is that we’re here now. The six of us
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run down to the police cars. Jason and
I go up to our mom and she pulls us in
tight. “I was worried sick! I’ve lost too
many people.” She sobs. “We’re not
leaving anytime soon, mom.” Jason
laughs. As we hug, warm familiar
hands wrap around all three of us. It
was our dad! “I heard about you kids
missing and didn’t hesitate to get on a
plane.” he explained. Jason and gave
our parents some alone time. We were
still listening though.
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First my mom said “I was wrong about
you. You’re pretty responsible, and not
a total kid.”

“Why thank you. I will not
break another vase again. ” he
responded smiling.

And then the craziest thing
happened. He came home with us!
While we were walking to the car |
said to him, “By the way, thank you,
those tackwondo skills helped today.”
At first his face was confused, then
mad, but then it melted into laughter.
He smiled “I’'m glad”
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