
 
  
 
 
 
March 27, 2024 
 
Dear St. Mary’s School Hiring Committee, 

  
It is with the highest and utmost honor for me to recommend my friend and former colleague, 
Stephanie Butler, to be the Director of the Design Center of St. Mary’s School. To be transparent, a 
recruiter reached out to me for the position, as I am a middle school engineering teacher who has 
experience with makerspaces. But upon further reflection and review about the position, I realized 
that Stephanie is the best candidate for this position for a number of significant reasons that I will 
gladly explain.  

 
Having worked with her for 7 years and especially through the pandemic, I experienced firsthand her 
uncanny combination of artistic talent and technical acumen at Jeffrey Trail Middle School, a public 
school in the Irvine Unified School District. Not only was she firing up kilns for clay sculptures for her 
7th and 8th Graders, but she was also teaching them how to code with electronic Makey Makeys to 
make real fruit become keyboards. Furthermore, Stephanie can sew, paint, 3D print, and work with 
chisels - all within the Makerspace that she designed. Speaking of design, Stephanie is an expert in 
Design Thinking as articulated by Stanford’s d.school.  She is also a community-builder: she 
connected even with the toughest students, and hosted art nights to relax us teachers. Finally, she, to 
this day, will always help and offer to help any of her colleagues no matter what she is doing. I never 
felt like she was ever too busy for me even though I know she was always busy changing the world 
through her amazing art, one student at a time. This is the kind of person who inspires kids (and 
fellow teachers) to go above and beyond their abilities and they return to express their loyalty to 
her.  Her heart for the community is the same for her own family. She is a very supportive wife to her 
husband, and is the best mom for her boys, one of which recently graduated from Mater Dei, a school 
that Stephanie was deeply involved with.  

 
Stephanie truly has the World-Sized Heart and World-Class Mind that embodies the mission of St. 
Mary’s School. I have personally been in STEM district coordinator roles, connected with many K-12 
STEM leaders throughout Southern California, and even visited many makerspaces throughout 
Orange County. But of all the talented people that I know of, Stephanie Butler is the perfect and 
seamless fit for the kind of expert that you need to be your Director of the Design Center. Stephanie 
would be the perfect expert to connect St. Mary’s teachers in Design Thinking methodology, foster 
the creative design thinking-based environment for students, and coordinate the creation of the 
makerspaces in the new Design Center. 

 
Therefore, it is sincerely with the highest honor that I recommend Stephanie Butler to become the 
Director of the Design Center for St. Mary’s School. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Viet Nguyen 
Engineering Teacher 
Jeffrey Trail Middle School  

Michael Georgino 
Principal 
 
Katie Levensailor 
Assistant Principal 

JEFFREY TRAIL MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

155 Visions • Irvine, California 92620 • PH 949-936-8700 • FAX 949- 936-8709 
Website:  http:// www.iusd.org/jt 
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       February 6, 2023 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 
It is with great pleasure and honor that I write this letter of recommendation for Mrs. 
Stephanie Butler.  I have known Stephanie for 10 years as an Art teacher and Electives 
Department Chair at Jeffrey Trail Middle School.  I have always been impressed with her 
professionalism and rapport with her students.  Stephanie always maintains a very positive 
class environment through management techniques and motivating ideas. 
 
Stephanie shows a dedication and motivation far greater than other individuals.   She 
shows a willingness and excitement towards learning new ideas and new components to her 
program and is willing to try different teaching methods to fit the group she was working 
with. 
 
Stephanie is very conscientious about her planning and makes sure her lessons are age 
appropriate.  She always takes into consideration, “What is best for the students,” and 
develops an appropriate style with educational expectations that are fair and yet 
challenging. 
 
As an Art teacher Stephanie is very helpful and motivating towards all of her students.  
Stephanie is always willing to give extra time and go the extra mile for the benefit of her 
students.  She makes sure that her lessons are aligned with the standards that have been set 
by the state and yet makes them interesting.  
 
Over the 3 years I was principal at Jeffrey Trail, I watched Stephanie become one of the 
most valuable and important teachers a school could employ.  She always worked above 
and beyond to develop an art program that helped students understand and excel in Art 
and helped encourage collaboration among her department members and across our 
district as our Department Chair. 
 
It is without a doubt that I recommend to any program that is looking for a highly 
motivated professional that can motivate others and will bring a new and refreshing 
approach to their curriculum that they consider hiring Stephanie Butler. 
 
Sincerely, 
Scott E. Bowman 
Scott Bowman 
Retired Principal 
Jeffrey Trail Middle School 
SBC Founder   
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Amberleigh Adoff

25031 Rivendell Drive

Lake Forest, CA 92630

(949) 370-9925

14 April, 2023

To Whome It May Concern;

I am pleased to recommend Stephanie Butler for the open position at your

organization. I have enjoyed working with Stephanie as a colleague and fellow art

educator in the Irvine Unified School District for 10 years. She has been an invaluable

teammember and innovative educator.

Stephanie is a passionate, knowledgeable, and hard-working individual and

educational leader. She is an amazing collaborator and has always been a strong

connector within our professional community. She is a role model for myself and

other educators due to her drive to learn and improve her own practice and share

her knowledge with others.

Stephanie’s leadership skills helped her to establish a new school in Irvine and

develop a new visual arts program. She designed an engaging and highly successful

program through grant writing, fundraising, and building strong connections within

the community. As a facilitator for the middle school visual arts team, Stephanie led

us to develop a highly successful visual arts showcase. Her beautifully curated

collection of student work, thoughtful reflective questions, and coaching helped the

team to work together to provide a quality experience for many communities



throughout Irvine. She undoubtedly has made an impact on her educational

community as well as the local community.

Stephanie shows initiative and expertise through her engaging workshops

and thoughtful presentations both within IUSD and her professional organizations.

She is a practicing artist, an innovative thinker, and a collaborative team player. I am

confident she will be an asset to any organization, team, or program. Please don’t

hesitate to reach out for more information as I would be happy to elaborate on my

experience working with Stephanie.

Sincerely,

Amberleigh Adoff

amberleighadoff@gmail.com


