Bancorp likely
fO spur growth

Officials say operations center
one more sign of things to come

by ROBIN FRANZEN

of The Outlook staff : A changing
As U.S. Bancorp moves forward with plans
to build a 200,000-square-foot operations | an d sca pe

center at 181st Avenue and Sandy Boulevard
in Gresham, city officials are speculating that
the project could act as a catalyst for added
growth.

“We would hope that this development will
act as a magnet,”” Wally Douthwaite, city
manager, said. “U.S. Bancorp has a real
potential to speed things up.” ;

John Andersen, city planning director, said
U.S. Bancorp is the first major office facility
to move to Gresham in many years and could |
be the beginning of a trend toward more office
development within the city. ‘“What we are
seeing is non-polluting, high-tech develop-
ment in that industrial-commercial area,”
Andersen said.

Officials anticipate that parcels of land sur-
rounding the 45-acre site will begin to be snat-
ched up for commercial development that
would support the banking offices. Specifical-
ly, Andersen said such businesses could in-
clude restaurants, dry cleaners, service sta-
tions and convenience stores along Sandy
Boulevard.

Douthwaite said that, as part of the U.S.
Bancorp project, existing water and sewer
lines will have to be extended to the site. The
City Council agreed Tuesday to pay for por-
tions of the sewer and water systems. Once
such infrastructure improvements are made
in the 181st Avenue vicinity, industrial
development will be made even more likely,
he said.

“The city is considering whether to con-

““tribute money to provide sewer and water
service, but really the bank will be paying for
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