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Joe's closing a 'bum' deal 

staff photo by JIM CLARK 

Customer Carolyn Teague is disappointed that Joe's is closing. 

Sporting goods giant to 
shut 31 stores by June 

By Shannon 0. Wells 
staff writer 

At Joe's Sports & Outdoors in Gresham, 
one word on Thursday afternoon, April 9, 
seemed particularly appropriate. 

"I'm bummed, totally bummed," said Car-
olyn Teague as she walked out of the store in 
the Gresham Town Fair shopping center with 
golf clubs, shoes, hiking boots and other 
items. 

The Brightwood resident was among many 
bargain hunters there the day the iconic 
Northwest retailer, which filed for bankruptcy 
in early March, announced it was selling its 
stores to a liquidator. After 57 years in busi-
ness, the former G.I. Joe's is closing its 31 
stores in Oregon, Washington and Idaho. 

A going-out-of-business sale began Friday, 
April 10, at all stores, including nine Port-
land-area outlets. The stores will cut prices 
on all inventories and remain open until June 
30. 

"This historical event will mark the end of 
an era," said Thomas Lonabocker, a princi-
pal at Gordon Brothers Group, the invest-
ment firm taking over the bankrupt company. 

Joe's, which employs approximately 1,600 
employees, failed to attract a buyer during 
the 30 day period called for in its bankruptcy 
plan. 

It is unclear what the fate of Joe's employ-
ees will be, although the company's Portland 
spokesman left a message with The Outlook 
indicating he was no longer in his position  

since Gordon Brothers took the reins. 
Founded as an Army surplus outlet in 1952 

by Edward M. Orkney, a young Army Air 
Corps pilot returning from World War II, G.I. 
Joe's grew to include sports and outdoor gear 
and automotive goods. 

Gresham Station developer Fred Bruning, 
who was once affiliated with the company 
that owned Gresham Town Fair, said it's un-
fortunate a store so ingrained in Oregon cul-
ture is closing. However, he's confident the 
vacated space will make way for another out-
doors-oriented retailer. 

"I think there's going to be a great oppor-
tunity to re-let that space," he said, speculat-
ing on names such as Vic's Sporting Goods  

or Sports Authority. "Retail has always been 
to me like a great subduction zone where, as 
one concept gets ground under, something 
else comes up to take its place." 

John Hayes, 61, a Thursday sale shopper at 
Gresham Town Fair, said he's a Joe's cus-
tomer going back to the original Portland 
store. Picking up a generator for $20 off the 
original price, he said he's not sure where 
he'll shop from here on out. 

"It's gonna leave a hole," he said. "I'm try-
ing to think where else to go." 

Reporter Shannon 0. Wells can be 
reached at swells @theoutlookonlme, corn 
or by calling 503-492-5118. 
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We are 
demonstrating 
Polaroid's SX=70 
Land camera. 
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This electronic camera does virtually everything for you. Now you can 

almost wish for the picture and have it. Just focus and press the shutter 

button. A startlingly beautiful picture develops itself before your eyes 

without mess or fuss or anything to throw away. You can take instant 

photographs of clarity and brilliance unmatched by any other system in 
amateur photography. 

Regular 22.99 
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POLAROID 
The Model 420 

The least expensive of Polaroid's folding cam-
eras. Takes big 3-1/4"x4-1/4" instant color 
or black and white pictures. Uses the Focused 
Flash system that gives the right amount of 
light for each shot. It's automatic as you focus. 
Electric eye and electronic shutter for all other 
shots. 

Regular 46.99 
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POLAROID 
Square Shooter 2 

An all-purpose 60-second color camera at on 
amazingly low price. Electric eye and electronic 
shutter set your exposures automatically, even 
for flash. Built-in flash uses inexpensive flash-
cubes. 3-element focusing lens produces slurp 
pictures. Uses inexpensive square color film so 
you can save money on every picture you take. 



POLAROID SXn70 
DEMONSTRATED 

Polaroid demonstrators 
will be at four 

G.l. Joe's locations 
May 3 & 4. 

FRIDAY MAY 3 
5 PM to 9 PM 

SATURDAY MAY 4 
1PM to 6 PM 

POLAROID 
Minute Maker Kit 

Everything you need to take instant pic-
tures. Square Shooter 2 Land Camera, 
Colorpock film, two Sylvania Blue Dot 
flashcubes and a carrying case with 
shoulder strap. 
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Regular 32.99 
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North Portland 	 Oak Grove 
8900 N. Vancouver Ave. 	15600 S.f. MLoughlin Blvd. 

Rockwood 	Bernard's Beaverton Mall 

	

18400 S.E. Stark St. 	 1 3000 S.W. Cedar Hills Blvd. 
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G.I. Joe Is wi11,anchor new 
by TONY KNEIDEK 
of The Outlook staff 

G.I. Joe's, the Portland-based retail corporation, will 
move its Rockwood store to the proposed Gresham Towne 
Faire shopping center on the old fairgrounds. 
The news was the best to hit Gresham in at least 20 

years, said Bob Bergeron, president of the Downtown 
Boosters Association. "I haven't seen so much excitement 
in town in 20 years." he said. 
In Rockwood, though, the move was viewed with little 

enthusiasm, "It's going to hurt," said Paul Thalhofer, 
president of the Rockwood Merchants Association, when 
informed of the news. "How much it's gonna hurt, I don't. 
know. But it's gonna hurt." 
However, Charles Martinez, the California-based 

developer who purchased the 26-acre fairgrounds for $3.5 
million in November, said he is discussing with G.I. Joe's 
a lease, trade or purchase of the Rockwood store. 
"We would replace them with someone else of equal  

quality." Martinez said. 
Duane Mellen, vice president of operations. loi' G.I. 

Joe's Inc. ,said the company has signed intent papers with 
Martinez. Mellen said . the commitment to move to 
Gresham is firm and that G.I. Joe's hoped to begin con-
struction on a new 55,000-square-foot store this summer. 
He said he did not know how much the store would cost. 
Mellen said G.I. Joe's planned to Opel) the Gresham 

store in February or March of 1987. "If we get possession 
in February (1987)," he said, "it will probably take us two 
or three weeks to fixture it and another two or three weeks 
to transfer the merchandise." 
The Rockwood and Gresham stores both will remain 

open fm' a short time early in 1987 when merchandise is 
moved to the new store, Mellen said. About 65 employees 
at the Rockwood store will he transferred to Gresharn 
when the new store opens. Employment will remain about 

the same. 
Six of 11 of G.I. Joe's stores are in the metropolitan area 

and all of them are in Oregon. Méllen said the new store  

will he a duplicate of one recently opened in Tualatin. It 
features wider aisles, modern fixtures, more varied col-
ors and new floor plans. 
"It's a completely different look, but no different mer-

chandise," said Wayne Jackson, controller for G.I. Joe's. 
"It's what they call the race-track plan," added Mellen. 
"It's wider aisles that allow the customers to take a quick 
lap around the store." 

Mellen said the firm has been seeking a new home for 
the Rockwood store. 18400 S.E. Stark St., because it has 
poor access and inadequate parking. The Rockwood store 
opened about 18 years ago. 
"Rockwood was our first expansion store," said Mellen. 

"When we moved out there, that was the edge of town." 
Bergeron said G.I. Joe's will mark the renewal of retail-

ing in downtown Gresham. "Everything has been Burn-
side, Burnside, Burnside," he said. "This represents a big 
retail move back to downtown 	an expansion of the 
business district. 
"It definitely is going to anchor Gresham as onethe 
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