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" GRESHAM — Thirty- five months
un waiting ended Thursday as Fujit-
su Microelectronics Inc. finally
‘broke ground for its long-announced
T sham semiconductor manufac-
ing plant.

- Earth movers roared in the back-
ground, balloons soared skyward
and champagne flowed freely as
Taro Okabe, Fujitsu executive vice
president, headed a six-man earth-
breaking ceremony for the $70 mil-
lion plant.

The toast-filled event, complete
with a chauffeur-driven limousine
for the top dignitaries and chef
Ruben Martinez on hand to serve

pastries to a crowd of about 70 peo-:

ple, took place on a portion of a 200-

acre site north of Southeast Stark " |
Street between Northeast 202nd and

223rd avenues.

Okabe said the plant would cover
100,000 square feet and employ 350
mthm the next two years. Hiring of
the initial work force will begin next
summer, and some of the people will
be sent to Japan for training, he
said. Okabe was uncertain on how
many Japanese managers would
oversee the plant’s operation but
said there would be about 10 initial-
ly;

. Fujitsu first told Gresham offi-
cials it would build here in
November 1984.

““We are here today to celebrate
and commemorate not only the be-
‘ginnings of this facility, but also the
beginning of what we hope will be a
long and prosperous relationship
‘among Fujitsu, the city of Gresham
ind state of Oregon,” Okabe said.
ik Jur plans are to begin recruiting

Work starts on.

Dignitaries toast the $70 million semiconductor plant that Fujitsu Mi-
croelectronics Inc. is building in Northwest Gresham. From left are
Taro Okabe, Fujitsu executive vice president; Dick Romano, Fujitsu
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Start of Fujitsu’s cons

by SUSAN ROMANITIS
of The Outlook staff

With earth moving equipment
working in the background, '_the
beginning of construction on Fujitsu
Microelectronics Inc.’s long-awaited
$70 million semiconductor manufac-
turing plant was celebrated at a short
but elaborate ground-breaking
ceremony Thursday. b

Executives from Fujitsu
Microelectronics Inc., including Taro
Okabe, executive vice president and
chief operating officer of Fujitsu’s
corporate office in Santa Clara,
Calif., and business people,
dignitaries and elected offiqials from
the Gresham community, including
Gresham Mayor Larry Deyo, took
part in the event. : .

“Poday we are marking the end of
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Taro Okabe, Socrates Christopher, Larry Deyo and Richard
“Dick” Reiten toast Fujitsu’s plans.

that long process, which started in
1984, but more importantly, we are
marking the beginning of a ‘long-
lasting relationship,” Okabe said.
Fujitsu first announced plans for
the construction of a wafer fabrica-
tion plant in Gresham in September

Gresham, Oregon

1984, but those plans were delaygd by
a worldwide slump in the semicon-
ductor industry. ;

On Aug. 25 of this year, Fujitsu an-
nounced that the construction of the
facility would begin in a month. The
worldwide semiconductor market
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fruction celebrated

“shows every sign of a substantial
upturn,” Okabe said Thursday. With
the Gresham facility, Fujitsu will be
ready to meet the increased demand
for its products and provide better
service and support to its customers
in North America, he said.

“It’s particularly exciting to see
the silicon forest expanding eastward
(from Washington County),” said
Richard “Dick” Reiten, executive
director of the Oregon economic
development department.

“This particular semiconductor
facility being built right here in
Gresham sends a very strong
message to the nation and the world
that Oregon has the capability, and
most importantly, the strong desire
to create a business environment

Turn to FUJITSU, Page 4A.

Noise, dust bring concern

by BARBARA BROWER
of The Outlook staff

While most of the Gresham
community is welcoming the start
of construction at the Fujitsu
Microelectronics plant, some
neighbors of the plant are con-
cerned about dust and noise dur-
ing construction.

The recent unseasonably dry
and warm weather may be help-
ing construction crews get off toa -
fast start, but it also has created
dusty conditions for the residents
of Conifer Park.

High east winds, common this

time of year, have started to whip
up and blow around dirt being
moved to make way for the new
facility. I
“I hope it rains. The dirt’s real-
ly thick,” said Sharon Reeves,
whose home borders the site.
“I don’t think there’s anything

that can be done about it. We’ll
just have to put up with it. I’ll be
glad when the construction is
finished,” she said.

CRSS Constructors, the com-
pany building the facility, began
excavation work Sept. 21. Excava-

Turn to NEIGHBORS, Page 4A.








































