























































































































Gresham’s first shopping mall still chcnglng

After 20 years, Gresham Square faces
latest transition with loss of sports center

by LLOYD WOODS
of The Outlook staff

The departure soon of Larry’s Sport Center
from Gresham Square will leave a
20,000-square-foot hole in the complex, but it
will not be the first time a major anchor te-
nant has left in the past 20 years.

Nor does the departure have the complex’s
leasing agents worried.

When the complex opened 20 years ago this
week at Burnside Road and Main Avenue as
Gresham Mall, the major tenant was an
Albertson’s food store that had opened the
previous November. The enclosed mall was
touted as the first in Gresham and one of the
first in the metropolitan area.

The grand opening on Aug. 9, 1969, featured
a free pancake feed in front of Albertson’s,
Dixieland jazz music, rides on an old-
fashioned Western buckboard, a visit by radio
and television personality Heck Harper and
his horse, Jody, and a variety of dignitaries.

Dr. Alan Fisher, Gresham mayor, cut the
ribbon to open the mall, with assistance from
Mike Gleason, chairman of the Multnomah
County board of commissioners; Milt
Erickson, president of the Gresham Chamber
of Commerce; and Eric Hoffman, president
of Hoffman Industries, the first owner of the
100,000-square-foot complex.

Other original tenants, according to The
Outlook’s archives, included ‘‘Action Alley,
clothes for gals; Edie Adams Cut’'n Curl,
beauty on a budget; Gresham Mall Cleaning
and Laundry, professional and self-service;
Lemon Tree Fabrics, fabrics, patterns and
sewing notions; Mobil Oil Service, complete
automotive service; Mister Jim’s Barber
Shop, men’s barber shop and hair styling;
Sanford’s Children’s Wear, distinctive
clothing and gifts for infants, toddlers, boys
and girls; Sears, Roebuck and Co., retail and
catalog store, Sprouse-Reitz, variety store;

Gresham Mall pharmacy; Savage and Vale,
optometrists; and Gay Blade.”

A death-knell for small shopping malls was
sounded in the late 1970s and early ’80s, with
the coming of larger regional malls. In the
early ’80s, after the departure of Albertson’s,
Gresham Mall was renovated and turned into
a specialty shopping center, with individual
access to each store from the parking area,
and renamed Gresham Square.

The only retail survivor has been Ed
Robison, owner-operator of the Mobil station,
which also opened in November 1968.

Robison said he has seen “lots of changes
here” over the past 20 years and expects
there will be more in the years to come.

Thus is the life of a shopping center, tenants
come and tenants go.

“We have been talking to a number of dif-
ferent prospects for the space,” said Grubb
and Ellis leasing agent Jim Parsons. ‘‘We are
confident that we will have a high-quality
anchor-size tenant to put in the space.”

“Good visibility, access to Burnside,” he
said, make the site as attractive for tenants
today as it was 20 years ago.

“It’s still probably the pure retail location
in Gresham,” he said, adding the center is in
a prime spot to benefit from the regional mall
planned near Gresham City Hall.

Parsons said a new tenant likely will be in
place before the Christmas shopping season.

Larry’s Sport Center is moving to the
Oregon Trail Shopping Center on Burnside
Road.

Current tenants in Gresham Square include
Gresham Square Cleaning and Laundry
Center, Mr. Ed’s Family Hair Care, Design
Linens, Beneficial, Smith’s television, ap-
pliance center and home furnishings, Paper
Escape, Pal Joey Restaurant and Pub, Mr.
Formal, Hancock Fabrics, Your S.A.V.E.
Stores and the U.S. Army recruiter.

Gresham'’s original mall, built 20 years ago this week, is looking for an anchor

tenant.




