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Searching records on properties 
 

Key Resources 

 

Resource Owner Records Available Map Data-

base 

Oregon 

Historic Sites 

Oregon State 

Historic 

Preservation 

Office 

• Reconnaissance Level Surveys 

• National Register of Historic Place 

Nomination 

  

SAIL (Survey 

and Assessor 

Image 

Locator) 

Multnomah 

County Survey 

• Surveys and Plats 

• Older aerial photographs (back to 

1998) 

  

Property Tax 

Records 

Multnomah 

County 

Assessors 

Office 

• Property Ownership 

• Property Sales 

  

Permit 

History/ 

Building Plans 

City of 

Gresham 

• Commercial building plans for the 

life of the building 
  

Details of 

buildings and 

uses over time 

Multnomah 

County Library 
• Historic insurance maps   

 

Learn more about researching property 

•  NPS Bulletin 29: Researching a Historic Property  

•  Researching Your Historic Property, City of Portland  

•  How to Research your House's History, National Trust for Historic Preservation Blog  

 

  

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/upload/NRB39-Complete.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjw6IykxNr3AhW8IjQIHepuBF8QFnoECBUQAQ&url=https://efiles.portlandoregon.gov/Record/9938200/File/Document&usg=AOvVaw0lnQ_2T_Efhlbhxn1pPRb_
https://savingplaces.org/stories/how-to-research-your-houses-history-part-two#.XWA9wGN7lpg
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Oregon Historic Sites Database 

• Reconnaissance Level Surveys 

• National Register of Historic Place Nominations 

https://heritagedata.prd.state.or.us/historic/  

 

The landing page is searching the database but you can also search the map if you click 

the top tab. 

 

TIPS:  

• Start with a broad search.  Sometimes the street numbers might be a little off.  

• Make sure you hit “search” 

 

 

 

https://heritagedata.prd.state.or.us/historic/
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Property Information 

When you get results use the “form” button. 

 

There is a standardized form but there is also often an inventory sheet which will pull up 

a pdf scan of the paper inventory including higher quality photos than the print editions. 

 

 

National Register 

National register properties also have pdfs of the nomination. 

 



Searching properties – Sarale Hickson 1/28/24  Page 4 of 15 

NOTES: 

 

Yr Built  Year built is often based on tax assessor data.  This means 

it is based on when the building is finished and put on the 

tax rolls.   

Elig Eligibility status based on data in the record.   

 EC – Eligible Contributing – meaning that if there were a 

historic district this property could be placed on the 

inventory because it would contribute to the district.  

Absent other information (like a connection to a person or 

event) it is probably not eligible to go on a local or national 

inventory as a stand alone building. 

 XD - No longer eligible as destroyed. 

 ES – Eligible Significant – This building is likely to be 

eligible for at least the local inventory. 

 UN – Unknown significance – meaning there is not enough 

information to determine eligibility 

 NC – Not Contributing – meaning absent other information 

(like connection to a person or event) this building does 

not contribute to the historical story of a place. 

NR Stat National Register of Historic Places status 

 XNR – Removed from register 

 NRI - On the register 

Multnomah County SAIL 

• Surveys and Plats 

• Older aerial photographs (back to 1998) 

https://www3.multco.us/H5V/?viewer=surveysail  

The map can be searched by address, tax lot number, plat name, survey number, or you 

can scroll and select. 

Information you can sometimes find on surveys includes ownership, history of how the 

property has been split or otherwise had boundary changes, occasionally building 

footprints, fences, tree locations and on the oldest property ownership (especially 

donation land claims). Surveys often include book and page numbers of deeds, 

https://www3.multco.us/H5V/?viewer=surveysail
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easements, agreements, and other recorded documents. NOTE: Racial exclusion 

covenants can be found on this map. 

This site can be tricky to get all the information out of but it is a treasure trove of 

information once you are comfortable. 

 

Begin searching either by zooming in on the map or by clicking the “Survey” button 

(orange square).  Other power buttons include the identify and areal slider buttons. 

 

 

https://www.portland.gov/bps/news/2018/3/22/new-research-psu-grad-student-reveals-racist-covenants-across-portland
https://www.portland.gov/bps/news/2018/3/22/new-research-psu-grad-student-reveals-racist-covenants-across-portland
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1Tz4qsE1Pm-usvnLNQNnWirj41vt3lcwf&ll=45.5034832786112%2C-122.62581500000003&z=11
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TIP: don’t fill in the entire address and then press search.  Type a portion of the address 

and let it find the address, click on the suggestion, then hit search. 

 

   

 

 

There are links to places with more information on the left and the map on the right.   

• Surveys – Blue dots with numbers 

• Partitions – Orange outlines with numbers beginning with PN 

• Subdivision Plats – Red outlines with names 

You can find a map legend and switch layers on and off from the bottom left tabs (also 

where you will find the Donation Land Claims (DLC) 
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Use the identify button to click a survey, parcel, subdivision etc. And then you can select 

each layer and look at the documents pulled up (sometimes you may need to click 

through a few links.) 

TIPS: 

• Surveys you need to click directly on the dot. 

• Surveys may be off a little spatially so check out the ones in the area too. 
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Surveys 

The lower the number the older the survey.  The oldest surveys have the most 

information on them generally. Different surveys will have different information in 

different places.  On the example below (a recent survey) you can find: 

• Who asked for the survey and when it was done (Red) 

• Why it was done (Blue) 

• If there is a City file attached you can ask the City to pull for you or you may be able 

to search yourself (Green) 

 

When you zoom in on the brown square you can also see: 

• Old property lines (Yellow) 

• New property lines (Green) 

• Places to look for property pins (green – see legend for type of pin to look for) 
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Older surveys can also be useful for things like finding old street names.  For example, 

the street shown below as SE Lawrence is now SE 5th. 

 

Very old surveys often have property owner names 
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Property Tax Records 

• Property Ownership 

• Dates property changes hands, parties to transactions, transaction amounts 

https://multcoproptax.com/Property-Search?  

When a site includes more than one parcel you might need to look at the linked grouped 

properties 

 

 

Building information 

Shown in the “Improvements” drop down.  

• There may be more than one improvement. 

• To get details click on the plus sign 

• This will give “year built” which is usually the original date built but may be the 

date of major refurbishment.  

• More information (sometimes even including property sketches) is available. You 

can email propertytax@multco.us to ask about dates built, improvement 

information and other information. If they need to spend more than 15 minutes on 

your request there will be a charge. 

 

https://multcoproptax.com/Property-Search?
mailto:propertytax@multco.us
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Ownership information 

Sales History can be found at the bottom of the page. ) 

 

 

City permit database 

• History of building and planning permit information 

The City of Gresham has used many different ways to track building and planning 

permits.  They each need to be searched separately. Planning files are kept in perpetuity 

and commercial building plans for at least the life of the building and are available from 

the City.  

 

Permits since January 1, 2021 

You can look at both building and planning plans and reports that were submitted since 

2021 directly on-line. You can get to them directly at https://greshamor-

energovweb.tylerhost.net/apps/SelfService#/search or through Gresham Map. 

 

Permits from 2005-2021 

You can find these records through Gresham Map 

https://portal.greshamoregon.gov/GreshamMap/  

The map can be searched by address, property ID, tax lot number, intersection, or you 

can scroll and select. Through the map you can find permit types and numbers. 

Information you can sometimes find through older permits includes building changes 

and history of how the property has been split or property lines have moved.  

Once you have found the property scroll down to the permit button. 

https://greshamor-energovweb.tylerhost.net/apps/SelfService#/search
https://greshamor-energovweb.tylerhost.net/apps/SelfService#/search
https://portal.greshamoregon.gov/GreshamMap/
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This will open a new tab within the right side of the screen which has different types of 

permits that are accessed from different systems. 

 

 

The permits issued between 2005 & 2021 are divided into permit type. The “Land Use 

Planning” and “Permit Application” (building permits) are the most useful. Click on the 

button, then select the permit you want to look at. 
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The “project type” (yellow) will give you an indication of the type of application and the 

“Description” (green) will give you a little more information. The application number 

(red) is what you will need to request records though. 

 

Permits 1992-2005 

These files are most easily accessed through https://pits.greshamoregon.gov/  

 

 

https://pits.greshamoregon.gov/
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Commercial building plans before 1992 

Commercial building plans are on microfilm and you can ask to view them or have digital 

copies sent through PermitCenter@GreshamOregon.gov. When you email you should 

include a public records request form 

mailto:PermitCenter@GreshamOregon.gov
https://www.greshamoregon.gov/globalassets/city-departments/communications/public-records-request-form.pdf?id=10624
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Planning files before 1992 

The Planner on Duty can help you find older permits. The should be able to find 

information back to the early 80s easily. You can send a public records request form 

requests to POD@GreshamOregon.gov. It may take them a week or so to be able to 

access them as they are paper files stored outside of City Hall. 

Sanborn Maps 

 

https://www.greshamoregon.gov/globalassets/city-departments/communications/public-records-request-form.pdf?id=10624
mailto:POD@GreshamOregon.gov

