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PREFACE 

In reflecting on Historic Preservation Week 1987, the Gresham 
Outlook observed: 

"Communities such as East Multnomah County are rich in their 
own unique heritage. But they often lose sense of that past 
as they are overtaken by rapid growth and the promise of more 
to come." 

It is hoped that the understanding of Gresham's history 
provided in this document, like the historic events the Outlook cited, 
offers the community: 

"a greater appreciation of who we are, where we have been and 
how we got there in the first place." 

This knowledge of the community history, the Outlook reminded us, "can 
bring individuals, neighborhoods, and communities together to achieve 
common goals and avoid past pitfalls." Gresham Outlook, April 29, 
1987. 
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PART I: PROJECT SUMMARY 

A. PROJECT SCOPE, OBJECTIVES, AND SURVEY AREA  
The goal of the Gresham Historic Resource Inventory was to 

create a product which would serve as the primary historic resource 
management tool for future land-use decisions and establish a guide for 
future preservation policies, planning, and actions of the City. The 
Inventory will provide the City of Gresham with a data base for 
potential individual and historic district nominations to the National 
Register of Historic Places and City historic landmarks designations 
and a valuable resource for downtown revitalization. 

The Inventory project was divided into two separate, but 
equally important phases; the Survey process and the Inventory process. 
The initial survey work, historical, and architectural research was 
first completed on potentially significant resources Citywide. This 
survey created a wide data base from which the final inventory 
resources were selected. 

The second phase of the project involved the evaluation of 
resources' quality and significance according to set criteria. (See 
Inventory Criteria in Appendix.) The resources which met the criteria 
were included in the final document, the Gresham Historic Resource 
Inventory. 

The consultant team of Northwest Heritage Property Associates 
worked closely with Gresham Community Planner, Richard Ross, AICP, on 
all phases of the project. The evaluation of resources was completed 
by the team of Northwest Heritage Property Associates, Gresham 
Community Development staff, and past President of the Gresham 
Historical Society. 

Project Objectives  

The City of Gresham, under a contract with the State Historic 
Preservation Office for a 70/30 matching grant, carried out this 
Historic Resource Inventory during the Winter-Spring of 1986-87. The 
city has lacked an adequate inventory of historic sites and structures 
to effectively guide the implementation of the City's historic 
preservation ordinance and to satisfy the requirements of statewide 
planning goals. The previous inventory, developed in 1980, was merely 
an interim list of potential historic sites (Vol. I, Findings, Appendix 
54,) with no data on properties. 

The project objectives, in order of importance, are: 

a. 	To provide the City, per State Historic Preservation 
Office Standards, a completed form on each property 
included in the local inventory for inclusion in the 
Statewide Inventory of Historic Properties. 

h. 	To develop inventory information which will comply with 
LCDC statewide planning Goal 5, pertaining to the 
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identification of historic areas, sites, structures, and 
objects. 

c. To implement the City of Gresham Historical and Cuttiral 
Resources Policy: "To identify and to promote the 
preservation and protection of historically and 
culturally significant structures, sites, objects and 
districts within Gresham." 

d. To identify significant properties to the community's 
history which should be protected under the city's 
landmark designation process. 

e. To identify properties which may be eligible for the 
National Register. 

f. To identify properties which may benefit from federal 
rehabilitation tax credits and/or State of Oregon tax 
benefits for historic preservation. 

Objectives d, e, and f describe a future evaluation and 
implementation phase which will follow this project. 

The area inventoried includes the current Gresham City limits 
and the Gresham Urban Services boundary (West City border to SE 162nd 
Avenue), about 25 square miles with a current population of 60,000 
people. The number of sites actually inventoried is relatively small 
because Gresham, for much of its early history, was the center of a 
small farming community before the area's recent rapid growth. Three 
buildings in the inventory area are currently listed on the National 
Register. This inventory does not include prehistoric archaeological 
sites. 

B: SURVEY GUIDELINES 

These guidelines were used to determine which resources were 
surveyed: 

1. The resource must he a building, structure, site, object 
or district, and 

2. The resource must he at least 50 years old or be an 
outstanding example of an architectural style, and 

3. Modifications made to the resources must not undermine 
its architectural integrity. 

4. Resources must be categorized into one of the following 
theme areas: 

a. Prehistory 
b. Exploration 
C. Fur Trade 
d. Agriculture 
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e. Commerce and Industry 
f. Government, Politics, and Military Activities 
g. Culture 

This theme list is based on the State Historic Preservation 
Office official statewide historic theme list. A further breakdown of 
these theme categories is included in the Appendices. 

C: METHODOLOGY OF INVENTORY  

Methodology for the Gresham Historic Resource Inventory was 
based on current cultural resource survey and inventory guidelines 
contained in the following publications: "Six Basic Steps in Surveying 
and Inventorying Above-Ground Cultural Resources," Oregon State 
Historic Preservation Office; "Guidelines for Local Surveys: A Basis 
for Preservation Planning," U.S. Department of the Interior; and 
"Historic Preservation Planning," U.S. Department of the Interior; and 
"Historic Resources Survey Manual," New York Historic Preservation 
Office. 

A series of meetings and workshops were conducted throughout 
the project to provide an opportunity for dissemination of information 
relating to the project and for gathering historical information from 
volunteers. 

STEPS FOR THE INVENTORY PROCESS 

1. VISUAL OVERVIEW: A visual analysis and mapping of 
potential resources within Gresham and its urban service boundary was 
conducted, in order to develop a clear understanding of the resource 
base within the study area. 

2. LITERATURE SEARCH: The history of Gresham and its 
environs including specific resources were researched. All published 
and unpublished materials were reviewed including: County histories, 
City directories, County Historical Society reports, files and 
publications, special editions of the local newspaper, all previous 
surveys, the City of Gresham Comprehensive Plan, National Register 
Nominations for the three individual landmarks within the area, 
historic photographs and maps (General Land Survey, Sanborn, Metzger, 
USGS). 

Volunteers were trained in a series of meetings to do 
historical research on individual buildings. Historic Resources 
materials were reviewed to determine building activity during periods 
of major development in Gresham. Information on significant community 
members and leaders was researched through historic documents and by 
interviews with long time residents in the area. 

3. ASSEMBLE DOCUMENTARY RESOURCES: Current property 
information available from Multnomah County and the City of Gresham 
including tax assessor records and maps were assembled, along with 
legal descriptions, planning documents and maps, and aerial 
photographs. Inventory forms were adapted from the required SHPO 
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state-wide inventory forms to meet the needs of the City of Gresham. 

4. SURVEY RESOURCES: Each historic resource within the City 
of Gresham and within the urban service boundary was surveyed and 
physically described on the inventory forms. All of the surveyed 
properties were photographed. The negatives were catalogued and are 
stored by the City in archival negative sheets. The negative roll 
and frame numbers were recorded on the field survey forms. 

5. ORGANIZE SURVEY DATA: Architectural information and 
statements of historical significance were drafted for each resource 
and coordinated with current property information and photographs. An 
address list, of those surveyed properties determined not significant 
enough to warrant inclusion in the completed Inventory was developed. 
The location of all inventoried resources was mapped for inclusion in 
the final report. The map system was developed by City staff showing 
the location of structures. 

6. EVALUATE AND EDIT SURVEY DATA: Evaluation criteria were 
developed by the City staff and the consultants. All surveyed 
resources were then evaluated as to their significance for inclusion in 
the Gresham Inventory. The Statewide Inventory of Historical Property 
forms were then completed for each inventoried resource. A 3 x 5 
photograph for each resource was attached to each form and a site plan 
was drawn. The Inventory was organized alphabetically by address. 

A summary report was developed which includes a history of 
the City, a summary of findings on resource styles and the 
recommendations for future planning and potential historic districts. 

All original data is considered property of the City of 
Gresham and is located at the Community Development Division. 

DRAFT INVENTORY: The Inventory was refined and edited by 
Gresham City staff. A public meeting of the City's Historic and 
Cultural Preservation Advisory Committee will be held to review the 
draft inventory. The Advisory Committee will then assist the City in 
revision to the City's Preservation Program required by Goal 5 and 
Periodic Review. 

PUBLIC HEARING: The Inventory will be presented to the 
Planning Commission for a public hearing and recommendation to the City 
Council. The City Council will then hold a public hearing on the 
inventory and adopt the Findings of the Inventory as part of the 
Gresham Community Development Plan, together with other changes to the 
Historic Resource section of the Plan needed to comply with Goal 5 
requirements. 

D. PRELIMINARY RANKING OF INVENTORY RESOURCES (July, 1987) 

Once the initial survey of potential resources was completed, 
an evaluation of resource quality and significance was undertaken. 
Resources were ranked on a 100 point system: 
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50 - 100 points - Resource Included in Inventory 
0 - 50 points - Resource Surveyed but not Included 

in Inventory 

Ranking evaluation criteria were developed based upon the 
adopted historic resources criteria of the Gresham Development Code, 
the Multnomah County Zoning Code, the National Register of Historic 
Places, and the LCDC Goal 5 Rule. (See Appendices for these). 

Then the evaluation team reviewed each resource and ranked 
them using the evaluation criteria form (attached). 

The Evaluation Team and its qualifications are as follows: 

Kimberly DeMuth, Project Manager, Northwest Heritage 
M.A. in Historic Preservation, University of Oregon 

Kimberly Lakin, Architectural Historian, Northwest Heritage 
M.A. in Architectural History, University of Oregon 

Sharr Prohaska, Public Relations, Northwest Heritage 
Graduate Student PSU, History and Urban Studies 

Richard Ross, AICP, Community Planner 
B.A. in History, Middlebury College 
MUP, Portland State University 

Karl Hayes, Past President, Gresham Historical Society, 
M.A., University of Oregon 

The ranking of Inventory Resources is intended as a 
preliminary effort as of July, 1987. It will be used and refined in 
further planning work to satisfy Goal 5 requirements outlined in the 
next section. The actual rankings can be found in the Index to 
Properties, Part II-B of the Inventory. 

E. RECOMMENDED FUTURE PLANNING 

State of Oregon Land Use Goal 5 requires Gresham to 
inventory, evaluate and preserve its historic resources. Regardless of 
the City's statutory obligation for stewardship of its heritage, there 
are some very good reasons to plan for preservation. The inventory 
provides a basis for the first comprehensive understanding of Gresharn's 
historic built environment, at a critical time in the City's growth. 

The inventory can provide multiple benefits to the community: 

1. A basis for historic publications and guides, one of 
which has already been published. 

2. A guide to community history. 

3. An incentive to developing tourism and visitor 
information and attractions in Gresham. 

4. An incentive for future National Register nominations 
with the potential benefits of federal rehabilitation tax credits and 
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the state property tax freeze. 

5. A basis for nominations of City of Gresham landmarks. 

Before most of these things can happen, the City needs to 
pursue further planning work in 1987-88 to evaluate the City's historic 
preservation program and make needed changes to better utilize the 
wealth of new information the inventory provides. 

The next steps which the City will take as a result of 
inventory are as follows: 

1987 	1. 	Identify conflicting uses affecting Inventory Resources. 

2. Determine the economic, social, environmental, and 
energy COflSOUCflCOS of allowing, prohibiting, or 
otherwise restricting those conflicting uses. 

3. Re-evaluate City historic preservation program and 
develop amended Plan findings, policies, procedures, and 
standards as needed. 

4. Meet. with Historic and Cultural Preservation Advisory 
Committee to discuss tasks listed above. 

5. Present recommendations to Planning Commission and City 
Council for adoption in the Community Development Plan. 

1988 	6. 	Develop a preliminary list of recommended City of 
Gresham Historic Landmarks in cooperation with the 
Historical and Cultural Preservation Advisory Committee. 
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PART II: INVENTORY FINDINGS 

(Amendments to Gresham Community Development Plan, Volume I, 
Section 3.160). 

A. History of Gresham 

B. Index to Properties 

C. Inventory of Historic Resources 

D. Resources Surveyed but not Included in Historic 
Resource Inventory 

E. Classification of Inventory Resources by Style and Type 

F. Potential Historic Districts 
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A. 	HISTORY OF  GRESITIAM  

The City of Gresham originated as the farming center of 

Multnomah County. It has grown especially rapidly in the 

last twenty years to become the eastern hub of the Portland 

region, a service oriented community for eastern Multnomah 

County and the Mt. Hood corridor, and a gateway to the Mt. 

Flood area and the Columbia Gorge. Gresham is Oregon's fourth 

largest city and is rapidly evolving into a cultural and 

employment center for the East Metro region. 

Geography 

Gresham is 8 miles east of downtown Portland in 

East Multnomah County. The City is bounded by the Columbia 

River on the north, the Clackamas County line on the south, 

from 162nd Avenue on the west, and 287th on the east. The 

city includes nearly twenty-two miles within the city limits 

(July 1987). Growth of the city through annexation and new 

construction in the last twenty years has been dramatic. In 

1967, the area of the city was 4.5 square miles. By contrast 

when it acquired a post office in 1884, the town site 

included four buildings at the intersection of Main and 

Powell. In 1911, when the first Sanborn map was made of 

Gresham, the city limits included eleven unevenly sized city 

blocks. 

The current estimated population of Gresham tops 

55,000 (July 1987). The city population has grown rapidly in 

the last thirty years. The population was 3,944 in 1960, 
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10,030 in 1970 and 33,005 in 1980. Population growth before 

1960 was far more gradual. In 1911, the population was 

estimated at 1,000. Thirty years later the population had 

not yet doubled, and in 1940 city residents numbered only 

1,951. Rapid growth began after World War II and by 1950 the 

population increased to 3,049. 

The land in north Gresham is mostly flat, broken by 

a series of terraces stepping up from the Columbia River as 

far south as Division Street. Geologically, this area is 

composed of unconsolidated gravel deposits. South of 

Division Street, the terrain is dominated by several volcanic 

hills, including Wallula Heights, Grant Butte, Walter's Hill 

and Gabbert Hill. The south hills are forested with 

second-growth trees and have been a refuge for wildlife. 

Small creeks run through the city northward to the Columbia 

and westward to the Willamette River; the largest drainage 

basin is Johnson Creek, draining approximately the south 

one-third of the City. These natural geographic features 

made Gresham a desirable habitat for Indians and for settlers 

who later farmed the area. 

The Gresham Area borders the Columbia River with 

several nearby large islands. South of the river to Sandy 

Boulevard are lowlands, rich bottomlands forested with ash, 

willow and dogwood. Wapato, an Indian staple, originally 

grew in the ponds, such as Blue Lake, and the water's edge 

was lush with undergrowth. The uplands at the South edge of 

Gresham were forested with cedar and fir. East and South of 
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Gresham, foothills lead into Mt. Hood from which flow the 

Sandy River and the Lower Sandy River (Kongas, p.  16). The 

flat gravel terraces continue west to Portland. Gresham sits 

at the west end of the Columbia River Gorge, the major 

passageway through the Cascade Mountains. The Gorge creates 

dramatic northeast winter winds and ice storms in the Gresham 

area. 

Prehistory 

American Indian settlements in Multnomah County 

were primarily in the flood plain of the Columbia River. 

Evidences of man's occupation of the Columbia region dates 

back to 10,000 B.C. in The Dalles. Evidence of settlements 

in the Portland area daLe back to 3,000 B.0 (Kongas, p.  11). 

Occupation of most sites was seasonal. Permanent 

villages were built along the Columbia River. Fishing along 

the Columbia in the spring, gathering wapato in the ponds and 

picking berries in the hottomlands in the summer, and hunting 

in the uplands in faLl provided the basis of the Indian 

seasonal migrations. 

Lewis and Clark estimated 8,000 people lived 

between present-day Portland and the Cowlitz River during 

their visit in 1806. Decimation of the Indian population in 

the Pacific Northwest began prior to Lewis and Clark's visit 

and really dates from the first maritime explorations in the 

sixteenth century. Lewis and Clark reported a smallpox 

epidemic had occurred about 1780. Four major subsequent 

epidemics are known: 1329 measles on Sauvies Island, 1830 
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malaria in Fort Vancouver, 1847 measles at The Dalles, and 

1853 smallpox epidemic. By 1830, between 75% and 90% of the 

Indian population in the lower Columbia River area had died. 

The Indian village closest to present-day Gresham 

was at the western end of what is now Blue Lake Park, 

although signs of early habitation are found throughout the 

Columbia South Shore area. The name of this village was 

Necha-co-kee, according to Lewis and Clark. Clark used an 

Indian guide from this village. In his journal, he described 

in detail a long house in this village. The remains of five 

other houses stood behind the occupied long house. The 

father of Clark's guide told Clark that villagers who 

occupied the other houses had died in a smallpox epidemic 

thirty years earlier (Kongas, p.  21). About 100 people were 

left. These people were related to a tribe in The Dalles. 

One Indian who remembered seeing Lewis and Clark 

lived in the Columbia Slough area north of Gresham. He was 

known locally as Indian John. Indian John died in 1893 at an 

age estimated to exceed 100. He claimed to have been given 

an iron skillet by Lewis and Clark which is reported to 

the Oregon Historical Society collection. (The Oregon 

Historical Society could not substantiate this.) 

Some accounts say that Indian John's original 

be in 

home 

was along the Sandy River what is now called Broughton Bluff 

in Troutdale. It was destroyed by a landslide. He 

frequently visited The Dalles, traveling by foot over an 

Indian trail part of which became the Barlow Road which was 
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built in 1845. According to newspaper accounts, the Wilkes 

family, who homesteaded in the Columbia Slough area along 

present-day Sandy Road, leased the Patrick Hogan farm to 

Indian John in 1863. He lived on this farm with his sixth 

wife and his daughter. When his wife died, he wrapped her in 

a blanket and placed her in a raised platform in a 

traditional Indian burial. 	His daughter also died, and he 

cared for her in a similar manner. 

To earn his living, Indian John tanned hides, hoed 

potatoes, hunted and fished. He lived his last years on 

Jacob Zimmerman's land west of NE 181st and Sandy Blvd. He 

lived in a small house with support poles resembling those on 

the long house described by Lewis and Clark. When Indian 

John could no longer care for himself, Mr. Zimmerman had him 

placed in the Multnomah County Poor Home in Portland where he 

died (Kongas, p.  36). At his death, Indian John was called 

the last of the Multnomahs. Long after he died, Indian John 

Avenue in Troutdale was named in his memory. 

Farm Settlement 

The earliest settlers to the Gresham area came in 
DALLAS 

the 1840's. Peyton and Anna Wilkes, who settled in the Sandy 
'4 

River area in 1845 (Mallett, p.  82 and Peters, p.  22), may 

have been he first white settlers in the Gresham area. Later 

newspaper accounts say Wilkes settled in Washington County 

where he opened a tannery in 1847, so he did not stay in the 

Gresham area. 
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Jackson Powell, who was born in Pike County, 

Kentucky, came to the Oregon Territory in 1848. He cut trees 

and floated logs down the river to Hudson's Bay post in 

Vancouver, Washington. The California gold rush of 1849 

lured him away, but he later returned to Oregon (Mallett, p. 

35; Gresham Outlook, July 23, 1959, p. 7). 

The Federal Government passed the Donation Land 

Claim Act which was effective from 1850 to 1855. Under this 

law, farmers were granted one-half square mile if they were 

single and a full square mile if they were married. When he 

returned to Oregon in 1852, Jackson Powell set out from 

Portland. He followed an Indian trail which became Powell 

Valley Road and chose a land claim in the area which became 

Downtown Gresham. This claim extended north of Division 

Street and east of Cleveland Avenue. His brother James 

Powell and his wife Eliza also took a donation land claim 

that year, part of which lay north of Powell Valley Road east 

of Main Street. The area was called Powell Valley after 

these first two settlers. 

Dr. John P. Powell, who was born in North Carolina 

in 1822 and was no relation to Jackson and James Powell, came 

west from Missouri with a wagon train in 1852. He kept 

cholera to a minimum on the wagon train by advocating that 

the party boil their water. He wintered with David Powell in 

the Columbia Slough area north of Portland where he taught 

school (Mallett, P. 35) . In 1853 he moved to Gresham where 

he took a donation land claim north of Powell Valley Road 
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west of Main Street. Dr. Powell was the coroner of Multnomah 

County and the first doctor east of Portland. He helped 

organize two school districts in eastern Multnomah County. 

Many settlers came to Oregon on wagon trains in 

1852, and others soon settled in the Gresham area. The 

settlers were farmers who raised wheat, fruits, potatoes and 

other vegetables, and later hops and berries. The surplus 

was taken to market in Portland along early roads (Archer, p. 

5). 

Perhaps the first road into the north Gresham area 

was Sandy Road, known first as Columbia Slough Road (Archer, 

p. 17; also "Pioneers in Valley", Gresham Outlook, July 23, 

1959, p. ). Eugene Snyder's A History of Portland's Roads  

states that Sandy Road can be dated back at least to 1881. 

The Columbia Gorge leg of the Oregon Trail followed this 

road. Later it became the route of the old Columbia River 

Highway from Portland to Troutdale. 

Powell Valley Road, which went from the Willamette 

River in southeast Portland to the Sandy River, was the first 

road into the central Gresham area. Land claims along this 

road date from 1852. Other early roads include Base Line 

Road, which later became Stark Street. It was laid out on 

the Base Line of the first territorial land survey in the 

1850's. Division Street was laid out in the 1870's as 

Section Line Road. 	It was a line between surveyed sections. 

The name was changed to Division in 1882. 

The house on the Zimmerman farm at 17111 NE Sandy 
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Boulevard remains as an outstanding example 01 larger houses 

built by early settlers in the Gresham area. The house was 

built in 1878 by Jacob Zimmerman, a German machinist who had 

come to Oregon in 1850 or 1851. He farmed property on Hayden 

Island and elsewhere along the Columbia before acquiring the 

site of the Zimmerman farm. The large Queen Anne style 

house, listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 

1986, stands today in the middle of a tree farm which was 

operated as a dairy until recently. 

Gresham settlers started Methodist camp meetings in 

the early 1850's (Archer, p.  1). The first school in the 

area was held about 1859 in Alfred Cornutt's camp shed 

(Archer, p.  19). The shed was near Miller and Powell Streets 

on Samuel Brown's land claim. The first recorded use ol the 

Methodist Camp Ground in the same area was in 1861 (Mallett, 

p. 110). The community in the Johnson Creek area was called 

Camp Ground. In fact, a post office called Camp Ground was 

established on May 19, 

until June 9, 1884, if 

intersection of Powell 

1884. The post office operated only 

it operated at all. It was near the 

and Main Streets, close to the Gresham 

Post Office which was granted four days earlier. Edward F. 

Wright was the postmaster and probably was also manager of 

the camp meetings (McArthur, p.  110). Eleven years earlier, 

a post office called Powell Valley was established. This 

post office was east of Downtown Gresham and was closed in 

1903 (McArthur, p.  603). 

In the same year that the Camp Ground post office 


