
April £5, 1979

Akiko Sugioka
Gity..of Sapporo City Hall
North 1, west 2
Cheba.
Sapporo, kokkaido, Japan O60-

bY

Dear Akiko:

My name is Sharon Nesbit. You must forgive me for addressing you by
your first name. But I feel we are already friends because 1 have
talked of you so often with Margaret Okrasinski. On Monday, Margaret
and I had lunch with Ginna Deinem and we all agreed I should finally
write you since we are both so fascinated with the story of Miyo
lwakoshi.

You see, I started my search for Viyo Xkw lwakoshi at almost the sume
time you did. It is a wonderful coincidence that you met’ Margaret
in the Pioneer Cemetery in Gresham because l had almost siven up. ™

search which began in September, 1975. Just knowing that you were
doing the same thing was enourh to inspire me. to keep on anc the infor-
mation you shared with iiargaret was a wonderful help

(I must tell vou right now that I am a newspaper reporter ana news paper
reporters are not neat typists. If I atte:pted to re-type tris letter
until it was without errors, we would botn be too old to read it. 0
I hope you can overlook the mistakes.)“

First, I should tell you about myself. I am 39 years old, married and
the mother of two children. I was born in this state and have always
mk been fascinated with Oregon histofy. I have lived in this part of
the community for 24 years. «About 13 years ago I realized that no one
had taken on the task of collecting and preserving the history of the
Gresham area so I helped to form an Historical Society in my small town
of Troutdale which is about four miles from Gresham. wsecause 1 an a4

newspaper reporter by training I began to print stories using the his-
torical material I had learned. In 1976, my newspaper, The Gresham Qut-
look, won second prize in an Oregon newspaper contest for the historical
material we printed.
Through the years 1 have gathered a group of elderly people who will
share their knowledge and experience with me. You must understand that
our culture often does not listen to its old people. ‘tor many years I
have traveled around the community visiting them and recordingtheir
stories. It is very frustrating to know that I will never find the
time to get to all of them. When they die, so much information is lost.

In 1975, 1 realized that our local history am incl
promeee tap about Japanese residents. hpee they
uation that was aggravated by the Fapane se oe ea 1942. The
bitterness over that great wrong has lasted many years and it has only
been recently that American-born Japanese are willing to talk about it.
It was then that I discovered a story in the Oregon Historical Quarterly
by Barbara Yasui which told of the immigration of the Japanese to Oregon



and SK spoke of Miyo and Andrew kicKinnon. I contacted iiss Yasui'ts father,
liomer Yasui, and he provided me with the information that started my search.

Perhaps the best way to approach this is to tell you what i know. .
me if it seems to repeat what you already know but perhaps it will he
you: toe. tell iz: i¢anm Werrect. .

Miyo Iwakoshi came to Oregon with Andrew iichinnon in 1880. I understand
that you have not provéd that they were married. if there is no record
in Japan of a marriage, it is possible that the two were married on board
the ship since that happened in those days. In any event, no one here
ever disputed that they were man and wife, nor did the question ever come
upe Many areas of the United States permit "common-law" marriaces which
become legal after the couple has lived torether for a number of yeurse
That might also have been the case, thouzsh I doubt it.
with hiiyo was her adopted daughter, Tama. In letters to Narcare :

dicate she was born in x® 1873. All accounts I have found here say 1875.
Tama was also known as Jewel McKinnon. So far I have been unable to find
any mention of her in any of the existinz Orient School records. li.ost of
the old records were destroyed in 1957.
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What is unclear to me, is exactly when Miyo's kmurkke brother, KikKd# kKikigo,
came. Some accounts say he arrived in 1880 with wichinnon and Liiyo. Others
say he came later.
I must pause now to imagine what it must have been like for hiiyo in the
small town of Orient in 1880. The people who lived there were plain,
hard-working people. To them, itiyo must have been as unusual as a buttere-
fly in winter. I have been told that she imported silkworms. ‘That she
was very, very attractive and thaf her family introduced the firsas
camellias in the community which were called Japanese roseso 1 guther
that she was isolated from the rest of the people in Orient, probably
because of problems with language and differences in culture.
Now I must explain why it is so difficult to learn anything about lilyo
and her family. Though the city of Portland was oniy <0 miles away,
the Gresham and Orient area was part of the wilderness. toads were bad,
transportation was difficult and the area was often isoleted. It was
a new country and records of births, deaths and marriszes were not kept
very well. In doing research in this area, I find that ietters and the
family Bible are often more accurate than those kept by the government.
Unless we have a precise date, the records of the government are almost
impossible to locate.

Since Orient never became an official city under the laws of the otate
of Oregon the only records of that comunity wich must have existed
were those of the school. As I have said, most of those were destroyed.
I am still searching for any remaining records which micht help us.

In any event,after the marriage of Shintaro Takaki andTama in 1991
the couple had either five or six children. Of those, three dauzhte
Mamie (or Mary), Minnie and Margaret all died quite young. lamle was
murdered in 1905. Minnie died in 1920 and Lergaret died in 1930.
The remaining children that I know about were hobert and hax (who may
have also been called Nike.) However, Mliyo Iwakoshi's death notice
in 1931 says that she was survived by three grandchildren. Other than
liax and Robert, I do not know for sure who the third erandchild was.
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hiy information from Homer Yasui gives the name of Jewel Tekaki as a child
of Tama and Shintaro. It is possible that they hed a twaxw dauchter named
after the mother. Jl have not been able to learn anything more about her
but will keep on trying. i

as for hiax, no one knows what happened to him. He married the sister of
a local man named Jack Ouchida. Mr. Cuchida tells me that! was an
unusual man who did almost everything in excess. He drank ee much,
laughed too much and got in trouble too much. His marriare to Quchida's
sister did not last. They apparently had two children who are buried
in the family plot at Gresham Pioneer Cemetery. One is Paul Takaxi who
died in 1927 at the age of five when he fell out of the family car.
The other is Robert Takaki (he has only 48 memerial in the cemetery.
ir. Ouchida tells me that Robert was in Japan at the time of Worla War il
and was serving in the Japanese military when he disappeared in the
South Pacific. There is a possible error here because the cemetsery records
give Robert's age at the time of death as 12. I'm inclined to believe
that is a mistake and that he was born in 1923 and not 1943 as the records
Saye

He is not the same kobert Takaki who wrote to Dr. Yasui in 1973. That
man was the son of Shintaro and Tama, the brother of iiax. hobert Pakak
X Takaki was murdered in Idaho in 1974 or 1975 at the ase of 75.

Max is probably dead also but no one knows for sure because he disap
I have been told that he was convicted of #% wer crimes in San i'rancisco
during World War I. I have also learned that he made and drank a great
deal of rice mkxk whiskey and the older people still laugh about the fights
he used to get intoe

Shintaro and Tama were still living in Orient in 1940 when they were inter-
viewed by the Oregonian newspaper just prior to their golden wedding anni-
versary. I have not yet been able to find that interview but will continue
to trye

in 1942, they and all Japanese were interned and moved to camps . I um sure
the Takakis went to Hunt, Idaho. It is app nt that they never came back
to Orient and lived out fae rest of their 1 cdaho The book "Issei"
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says that Tama died in 1966 and Shintaro died in 1967. I have friends
and relatives in that area who micht be able to find more information for
me from the idaho records and I will try.
It is another curious coincidence that I was born very near Caldwell, xuan
Idaho. «as a small child, I remember the interned Japanese comin; to work
on our farm. I will proba'ly never forget the faces ot those men wno
had to work on other ments farms. How sad for them when they nac furms
oi thmxx their own.

Perhaps the most curious qwstion is how the town of Urient sot its name.
ijost people insist that it had nothing to do with the fact that iliyo lived
there. ‘they say the name was given to the community as a kinc of joke
long before iyo arrived. I am not satisfied with that and skitima stili
continue to seek old records that use the name prior to her arrival in
1860. So far I have found none. It seems more likely that people were
ashamed that their communitywas named for a Japanese and thousht up
another story to explain the name,
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It ts. very hard for me to understand why we & Americans distrusted the Japanese
immigrants so much. At first I believe they expected the Japanese to be like
the Chinese, people who came to the United States to work for a few years and
then went home. Americans were caught by surprise when the Japanese men sent
for wives and bezan to make homes in the community. They were also jealous
because the Japanese took poor land and produced splendid farms from it.
Because they did not understand the Japanese, xk they feared them.

In your most recent letter you asked Margaret same questions that I may be
able to answer. Kegarding the land affidavit of Mir. Powell; That document
was filed at the time the first pioneers to Oreson were applying for free
land given by the government called Donation Land Claims. A man was entitled
to 160 acres. If he had a wife he zot 320 acres. andrew iicKinnon did not
have a Vonation Land Claim. By the time he came to Oregon, all the free
land was gone. Je bought his land & from William lhaxwell. Maxwell was
a partner with Mickinnon and Smith in the Orient Saw Lill. Even if we
could find the documents of McKinnon's purchase of the land, they would
probably not mention Miyo.

You also asked about the history of the United States during the period.
Americans began moving west seeking free land in Oregon in the i84Os. “hat
movement increased with the discovery of scold in @axk&xrmnx California. ror
instance, lir. Maxwell, McKinnon's partner in the sawnill, came west in
1852. However he spent many yeat's.in California tefore he movea to Oregon
where he bought land in Orient in 1875. While Americans had been involved
in a great Civil War in the East, the effects of that war were not very
HOkinabk mmkinakte prominent here because the hast Coast was such a long
distaace awaye The question Whee slavery was not much of an issue here
because there were so few black or colored people und none were slaves.

From 184C to 1860 was a period of new development...a time to clear deep
forests to make farms, to organize schools anda churches and to create a
government which was recognized in 1859 as a state of the United States.
The worst perils the people faced were those of the wilderness. Perhaps
the most important things to happen was the coming of the railroad in
1€80s which linked the east and west coasts of the continent. it was
this time that Miyo and MicKinnon came. However, as 1 have said, they
chose to live in an area that was still very isolated. Though quite a
number of people in Orient had arrived thirty years before them, they
still lived secluded farm lives. It was not until the 1590s that Orien
had a post office. The nearest town of any size is Gresham. Il expect
lickKinnon was buried there because it had an established cemetery.

He and iisiyo probably went to Greshamto do their shopping
would they make the trip to Portland which took most t
that Tama and Shintaro traveled more since a picture
shows her in Spokane in 1907.

»- Only occasionally
he day. I gather

n the book NXIH#&"Issei'"

that just about concludes what I know of iiiyo and her family. I nope to
learn more’and will continue to try. As always, I will share that infor-
mation with hiargaret. what I would like to do with it is to write 4 news-
paper story of your search for Miyo Iwakoshi. You probably ‘now of our
fascination with "Roots" written by Alex Haley. You are doing the same
thing for the Japanese. I1t is 4 mampimkk ummeke compelling story
that people should read. However, i will not do that until you are satis-
fied with your own research. If you would prefer to publish your ow
information first, that is fine. Il believe my story would compliment
yours.



I would like to know more about Andrew
in Japan.

nT
}

but it would te wonderful to have it in your own words.

Forgive me for writing such a long letter.
read it, but I thousht tre hest way to do it was
csinninge

N

iy very best wishes,

ms

7 ifMh Fn
Sharon Nesbit
G25 buxpon
Troutdale, Oregon
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MeKinnon and wiiyo and their
Il would also like to know your own feelinzs and why you

worked so hard to find this information. .I believe [ «now how


