





























retailers

East county shops
report an increase
in holiday business

By ERIC GORANSON
of The Oregonian staff

GRESHAM — Good weather and
a strong economy added up to brisk
Christmas sales for East Multnomah

County retailers this year. Most'

reported that cash registers were
ringing up more sales than last year.

Among the fastest selling items
were Nintendo electronic toys. Both
G.I. Joe’s and Best Products officials

said they couldn’t keep shelves . |
stocked with enough items to meet -

demand.

Tom Dietz, manager of G.I. Joe’s
Gresham store, called sales “unbe-
lievable.”

Through Dec. 9, sales were up 60
percent, he said, noting that rechar-
geable tools and exercise equipment
were popular.

Other store personnel said cedar
dog beds, which rid canines of fleas,
sold well, and the store couldn’t
keep enough in stock.

Arlana Pate, sales manager for
Best Products in Gresham, said 1989
Christmas sales were above those a
year ago, with jewelry, Teen-age
Mutant Ninja Turtles, toasters and
drip-coffee percolators selling fast.

Raymond Miller, manager of the
Town Fair Emporium, now in its
third holiday season, echoed Dietz.
He said sales were up in the “double-
digit” category.

However, an official at Ross Dress
for Less, in the same shopping cen-
ter, was less euphoric.

“It’s a slower Christmas than I
expected. People are watching their
money a little more,” said personnel
manager Raymond Shafe.

Downtown Gresham merchants,
however, were enjoying the benefits
- of a booming economy.

Gordon Stone of Stones, a cloth-
ier, said he was ‘“‘delighted”’ with
Christmas shoppers. He said cus-
tomer traffic was not up as much as

the volume of sales, but people were

more serious and buying more.

Stone said he was pleasantly sur-

prised by the “modest gain,” in view
of downtown Gresham losing its.
long-time anchor, W.R. Hicks. He'
contrasted it with the closure of J.C.
Penney. At that time business;
declined, he said.

At the Toy Bear, owner Pat.
Fiedler said she was swamped w1th
customers.

“It’s my best Christmas ever,”.
she said.

Max and Joy Markland of Umque-
Specialties estimated business was;
up 25 percent over last year. Marty:
Bell lithographs, porcelain dolls and:
German crystal were popular w1th
customers.

Sales at the Silk Bloomer, whlch
sells silk and dried flowers, were up
20 percent, said Nan White, a
veteran clerk. ;

Geri Van Zyl, owner of downtown’
Gresham’s largest women’s clothier,
The Glass Butterfly, also said busi-
ness was up, but she wasn’t sure
how much. Petite items were fast
sellers, she said.

Van Zyl attributed the growth to
good weather, but Cal Auvil of
Larry’s Sports Center blamed a drop:
in business on the weather. .

Ski rentals are ‘“zero,” and ski
equipment and clothing sales are off
50 percent because of the lack of
snow in the mountains, he said. {

Handgun sales have declined
because of a new law, and fishing
tackle sales are off because the lack
of rain produced no runoff to lure
steelhead to the streams, Auvil said. .

At the recently opened J.J. New-
berry, store manager Debbie Petty.
termed sales lower than expected,
although basic items such as station-
ery, pillows and cleaning items were.
doing well.

Compared to businesses in huge
shopping malls like Clackamas'
Town Center, free-standing stores
such as Newberry were not enjoying
as great a success, she said.









‘ i ! The Oregonian/ROGER J
Christner hauls fumber last week while working on the largest The 'p‘roiect,‘at 2400 N.E. Myrtlewood Drive, is between Nor
apartment complex approved for construction in Gresham this year. Hogan Drive and Red Sunset Park. It will include a street easem
$3.48 million, 17 structure complex by C.B.H. Co. of Portland will  for public access to Red Sunset Park. Gresham has issued perm
ude 112 rental units and is expected to be finished in March 1989. 202 apartment units worth $5.82 million this year. .
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