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Old building gets new Iool_(

The Oregonian/TOM TREICK
Tenant Vern Clifford, left, of Vancouver, Wash., and Gresham’s Frank Hartner, owner, paint wood-
work on a Victorian-style front being put on the former Franz Bakery building in downtown Gresh-
am. Hartner said a jeweler, baseball card shop, antique refinishing operation run by Clifford and a
beverage store, Jelly Bean Beverage & Bakery, run by Jim Hartner, are expected to occupy part of
the building. Modern Upholstery & Furniture is moving out to a new location in Portland.










The Franz Bakery building on Main St. was built before 1906 by men named Mustard and Speck. The
second owner was a Mr. Hutsell. Ted Van Doninck who came from Belgium in about 1915 was the next
owner. His sister, Clementine De Witte, came with her son Ted and daughter Avila in 1917. There were
living quarters upstairs in the bakery building. Ted Van Doninck married Eva Hamlin, and operated the
bakery until in the 1940s. It then became March’s Bakery for quite some time, and they had a bakery
truck route through the area. The next operators were a Mr. and Mrs. Dahl who had also a health food
store there. They made “survivor bread” which is still being made. This building later became Franz
Bakery outlet, which it is now — 1992.

Van Doninck had Jules Van Laeke as a steady employee for many years. Jules later raised raspberries and
nursery stock.

There were a number of Belgian immigrants in the Gresham area who contributed to its growth. There
was Charlie Van Wallegan, August De Paepe who farmed near Corbett. His son, August Jr. is still there.
Three Dhuls brothers, Leon, Maurice, and Edmond moved here. Ed and his wife Mary had three
children: Maurice (deceased), Rene, and Mary, who with her husband Lloyd Holt owned and operated
the large store, Holt’s Market at Kelso many years.

Van Doninck, after leaving the bakery, raised large fields of potatoes.

-Elsie Chiodo






























