
     
• Convention Schedule

• Discovery Table Vendors

• Speakers for the 2023 Convention

• AJA Scholarship Program Winners from 2022

• Design Competition Winners from 2022

Inside This Yearbook…Inside This Yearbook…





Frank, Eric, & David Jones
135 Riverchase Pkwy East

Hoover, AL 35244
205-682-0072



President’s Message ............................................ 6

AJA Positions of Leadership

  • Executive Officers ........................................... 6

  • Board of Regional Vice Presidents ................ 8

  • Past President’s Advisory Council ................. 8

  • Associate Members Serving on 
     the Board of Directors ................................... 22

2023 Convention

  • Convention Sponsors ...................................... 4 

  • Multifaceted Learning Worshop ................. 30

  • Convention Speakers Introductions ........... 31

  • Schedule of Events ....................................... 32 

  • Discovery Tables Vendors ............................. 33

  • Poker Tournament ......................................... 38 

Giving Back

  • AJA Supports Jewelers for Children ............ 12

Convention Programs

  • 2022 Design Competion Winners ................ 14

  • 2022 Jewelry Scholarship Winners ............... 38

Membership

  • Retail Membership Roster ....................... 16-17

  • Associate Membership Roster ................ 20-21

  • Past Associate Members of the Year .......... 21

  • Lifetime Members Roster .............................. 22

Article

  • 3 Steps to Build a Solid Disaster Plan 

     for Your Jewelry Business ............................... 24

Photo Collages

  • 2022 Convention in Birmingham, AL ...... 26-27

  • Looking Back - AJA over the Years ........ 36-37

  • Saltwater 2022 .......................................... 42-43

  • Saltwater Past Convention Memories ........ 43  

 

Gem Stone & Metal Guides

  • Gem & Birthstone Guide .............................. 52

  • Anniversary Gem Stone Guide.................... 52

  • MM to Carats Stone Conversions ................ 62

Save the Date - Upcoming Events

  • Saltwater 2023 ............................................... 53

  • 100th Annual Convention in 2024 ............... 54

Our History

  • Our Founders ............................................ 54-55

  • Past Presidents ............................................... 56

   

For Fun

  • Word Search .................................................. 60

  • Crossword Puzzle ........................................... 61

     (Answer on pg 58)

Advertisers Index ................................................ 63

2023 Convention Yearbook

CONTENTS

22





Diamond
Platinum

24KT Gold

14KT Gold

Emerald

Ruby

Sapphire

Silver

2023 Convention Sponsors

COUNTDOWN
TO THE

100th ANNIVERSARY

Jewelers Mutual Group   
Judy Carter & Associates – Judy Upton    

Levy’s Fine Jewelry 

Viken’s Jewelry Manufacturing 

American Ring Source – Trey Prichard 
DLight Refiners - Dawn Light 
Global Liquidators – Eric Jones 
Jewelers of America 
SHR Precious Metals – Steve Hartz  
Time Delay    

Atlanta Jewelry Show 
Electronic Payment Industry – Michael Lepore 
JIS Events – Sara McDonough 
MS Gems 
The Edge 
United Precious Metal Refining 

Lab Diamonds, PMI, Dynamic Design – Arthur Back 
J Frank Golden – The Golden Girls 
Premium Wholesale – Mike Combs 
Synchrony 

D.M. Kordansky – Debra Kordansky McKinney & Benjamin McKinney 
L & S Jewelry 
Namano Diamonds / Southeastern Findings 
Oro International – Steven Stricklin & Eric Weber 
Speedwire – Glenn Manning 
Star Gems, Inc. – Anish Desai 
The Luxury Bee – Ashleigh Brooks 

Aash, LLC – Adam Schaper 
AmerGem Imports – Greg Bayer 
Carpenter Diamond Distributors 
Equity Diamond Brokers – Fred Hoffman 
Rhett & Cindy Hartzog 
Intercontinental Diamonds – Steve Ehrmann 
Keep Me Connected 
Mercury Rings – Harsh Jain
Naledi By IGC Jewelry & Diamonds – Barbara Habibi
Probity Tax Recovery – Nick Hebert
Royal Chain, Wilkerson, Charles Garnier – Beverly Goddard 
Samuel Spil Co. – Joseph Spil 
Start to Finish – Renee & Steve Singer 
Uneek Jewelry – John Rowlett 
Virgo Star 

AJA is grateful to our 
Sponsors, Advertisers,

and the many Supporters
who help make the 
Convention possible 

each year!

Thank You!
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Ryan Hollingsworth
JMI Insurance Services, LLC
rhollingsworth@jmiservices.com
OFFICE 469-357-0715
MOBILE 817-319-3586

Since 1913, Jewelers Mutual Group has been committed to your success. That’s why we created the Zing Marketplace – 
a suite of powerful solutions that streamline and grow your business, turning complexity into simplicity.

Join the thousands of jewelry industry professionals already using the
Zing Marketplace and move your business forward. 

Visit ZingJM.com to explore the marketplace.
It’s open to everyone in the industry. No fees, no obligation. 

GET STARTED FOR FREE

Confidently ship merchandise

Create free, accurate appraisals
leveraged by Gemworld

Generate revenue with care plans

Read The Zing Report

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE TEXAS JEWELERS ASSOCIATION

Find and buy from thousands 
of loose diamonds

Easily manage your jewelry
customers’ claims

Since 1913, Jewelers Mutual Group has been committed to your success. That’s why we created the Zing Marketplace – 



W elcome to the 2023 Alabama Jeweler’s Convention at the Renaissance Hotel 
in our great state’s Capital city of Montgomery.   

Our last few conventions have been some of our best attended events and this 
year should be no exception! We will have a great lineup with education from 
technology expert Jennifer Shaheen and Jewelers Mutual sponsored speaker John 
Fierst. He will discuss criminal activity as well as how we can develop strategies to 
stay informed with protecting our teams and community. 

I encourage everyone to find their “nugget” from this convention to use directly 
on the sales floor and utilize this convention as a great networking opportunity for 
building relationships with passionate professionals like yourselves! 

Thank you to our AJA Board members, our Advertisers and Sponsors, and Nancy 
Dawkins - our Executive Director for putting in all the hard work to make it happen. 
She is such an amazingly talented person!

Lastly, as I am closing out my final year as AJA president I want to share 10 great 
principles by Dr. Kent M. Keith.   

The Paradoxical Commandments
1. People are illogical, unreasonable, and self-centered. Love them anyway.
2. If you do good, people will accuse you of selfish ulterior motives. Do good anyway.
3. If you are successful, you win false friends and true enemies. Succeed anyway.
4. The good you do today will be forgotten tomorrow. Do good anyway.
5. Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable. Be honest and frank anyway.
6. The biggest men and women with the biggest ideas can be shot down by the smallest men and women     
    with the smallest minds. Think big anyway.
7. People favor underdogs but follow only top dogs. Fight for a few underdogs anyway.
8. What you spend years building may be destroyed overnight. Build anyway.
9. People really need help but may attack you if you do help them. Help people anyway.
10. Give the world the best you have and you’ll get kicked in the teeth. Give the world the best you have anyway.

We work in a unique industry with incredibly talented individuals with whom we serve besides. Make it 
count for something. Get involved with AJA and engage with its members. You won’t regret it!

        Warmest regards,
       M. Ryan Snuggs
       AJA President

President
Ryan Snuggs

Bromberg & Co.
Birmingham, AL

AJA Executive Officers

Vice President/ Treasurer
Megan Sherrer-Neel

Lou’s Jewelry
Mobile, AL

Secretary
Joseph Denaburg
Levy’s Fine Jewelry

Birmingham, AL

Executive Director
Nancy Dawkins

Nancy & Co. Fine Jewelers
Northport, AL

AJA President’s Message
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Board of Regional Vice-Presidents

Past Presidents Advisory Council

Cody Foote
Maria Jewelers

Opelika, AL

Candace Wade
Levy’s Fine Jewelry

Birmingham, AL

Maria Foote
Maria Jewelers

Opelika, AL

Ivy Lowe
Nancy & Co. Fine Jewelers

Demopolis, AL

Kim Odom
Doug Doggett Jewelers

Cullman, AL

Anna Alexander
Hobbs Jewelers

Athens, AL

Leslie Rider
Dylan Rings

Montgomery, AL

Glenn Manning
Manning Jewelry

Foley, AL

Danny Clarke
Gold Art

Mobile, AL

Jared Nadler
Levy’s Fine Jewelry

Birmingham, AL

John Poole
Hudson-Poole Jewelers

Tuscaloosa, AL

Richard White
Ed White Jewelers

Cullman, AL

Marshall Sanford
Hayes Jewelers

Mobile, AL

Doug Doggett
Doug Doggett Jewelers

Cullman, AL

Tim Sherrer
Lou’s Jewelry

Mobile, AL
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Scan to view
the JA Member 
Benefits Guide

*

Visit jewelers.org/join or call (800) 223-0673
to become a JA Member today.





NATIONAL CASA (COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATES) ASSOCIATION
National CASA is dedicated to making the world a safer and more nurturing place for the nation’s 

abused and neglected children. Highly trained CASA volunteers (sometimes called guardian ad 
litem volunteers) are matched with children and work to ensure that they are placed in stable, 
caring homes where they can thrive. With more than 1,000 community-based program offices 
operating in 49 states, the CASA model has become one of the most successful ongoing, large-
scale volunteer operations in the country. Nearly 90,000 caring, trained volunteers serve children 
every year; yet tens of thousands of children go without an advocate to speak for them. Since 
2002, Jewelers for Children has provided more than $10.8 million in funds to recruit and train 
volunteers who provided critical support to 54,659 abused and neglected children in 338 shared 
communities nationwide by helping to recruit and train 17,044 volunteers.

ELIZABETH GLASER PEDIATRIC AIDS FOUNDATION
The Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation is a global leader in the fight against 

pediatric AIDS, working around the world to halt the pandemic and help those already 
infected with HIV. Its research, prevention and treatment, as well as advocacy efforts have 
improved the lives of millions of children and families each year as it pursues its ultimate 
goal: an HIV-free generation. JFC grants, totaling more than $12.4 million have been 
directed to research programs -- including the Elizabeth Glaser Scientist Award and the 
International Leadership Award -- as well as HIV prevention initiatives which have helped the 
Foundation bring hope to children and families worldwide. The result…more than 150,000 
women having access to pre- and post-natal care to insure healthy, HIV negative babies.

ST. JUDE CHILDREN’S RESEARCH HOSPITAL®
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital is dedicated to finding cures and saving children. The 

commitment shown by Jewelers for Children to St. Jude has helped the hospital continue to 
be one of the world’s premier centers for the research and treatment of pediatric cancer and 
other catastrophic childhood diseases. Children from all 50 states and around the world have 
come through the doors of St. Jude for treatment, and thousands more around the world have 
benefited from the research conducted at St. Jude – research that is shared freely with the 
global medical community. JFC helps ensure this crucial research will continue and that no child 
will ever be denied treatment because of the family’s inability to pay. JFC totaling more than 
$13.7 million has been used to endow the Bone Marrow Transplant Clinic at St. Jude in 1999, and since then, almost 900 
children have received bone marrow transplants. Additionally, JFC has funded the Stem Cell Transplantation Laboratory, 
a chair in the Genetics and Gene Therapy, immune system research and is currently funding a bone marrow human 
applications laboratory.

MAKE-A-WISH® AMERICA
Make-A-Wish America grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical 

conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy. With the help of 
generous donors and nearly 25,000 volunteers, the Make-A-Wish Foundation grants a wish 
every 40 minutes and has granted more than 315,000 wishes in the U.S. since inception. 
Since 1999, JFC has provided $13.3 million to grant the wishes for over 1,950 children and 
their families in the United States. More than $1.9 million has been provided to Make-A-
Wish India to grant more than 12,000 wishes there as well.

JFC has also provided $345,000 to the Santa-America Fund to recruit volunteer Santas and Elves to visit children 
in crisis and nearly $100,000 to the Organization for Autism Research.

AJA Supports Jewelers for ChildrenAJA Supports Jewelers for Children

As the industry’s charity, Jewelers for Children (JFC) is generously supported 
by those who create and sell fine jewelry and watches. Manufacturers, 
retail jewelers, trade associations, watch companies and those who provide 
professional services to the jewelry industry unite on behalf of children. Since 
1999, nearly $58 million has been invested in special programs to reach children 
whose lives have been devastated by catastrophic illness or life-threatening 
abuse and neglect. Please join with the “Industry with a Heart” in support of the 
work being done by the following JFC legacy charities.

1212





20222022
AJA Design Competition Winners

Congratulations to the Winners!

Steven Sherrer 
Lou’s Jewelry - Mobile, AL

o Category 3: Materials cost $3,001 & Over

Robert Whatley 
Levy’s Fine Jewelry

Birmingham, AL 

Two tone pendant
with 3D illusion using 

negative space. 
14K with Cab Moonstone, 
Chrysoprase, Amethyst, 

Pink Tourmaline, 
& Blue Chalcedony

o Category 1: Materials cost $1,000 & Under

Marshall Sanford
Hayes Jewelers

Mobile, AL

14K white gold hand 
made frame with an 
Australian freedom 

cut opal and 1/2CTTW 
diamonds. 

o Category 2: Materials cost between 
   $1,001 & $3,000

 •BEST IN SHOW •2022 PEOPLE’S CHOICE
 •CATEGORY 3 WINNER

 CATEGORY 1 WINNER  CATEGORY 2 WINNER

14K white gold ring with natural baguette diamonds and
a halo of blue sapphires surrounding a Blue Topaz.

• Keep up with what’s going on with AJA.
• Ask questions about things going on in the jewelry industry.

• Post information and/or events going on in your store. 
• Get advice from your fellow AJA members. 

Join the
Alabama Jewelers Association

Facebook Group 

www.facebook.com/groups/441638887276311.  This is a private group where only members can see who's in the group and what they post.

Alabama
Jewelers

Association

Alabama
Jewelers

Association
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AA
AGNEW JEWELERS
311 Main Street #109
Trussville, AL 35173
(205) 661-3422

ANDRESS JEWELRY
211/2 Saraland Boulevard South
Saraland, AL 36571
(251) 675-9020

BB
BARTON-CLAY FINE JEWELERS
2701 Cahaba Road
Mountain Brook, AL 35223
(205) 871-7060

BRADSHAW JEWELERS
4177 Montgomery Hwy #7
Dothan, AL 36303
(334) 793-6363

BROCK’S JEWELERS
8760 Madison Boulevard
Suite S
Madison, AL 35758
(256) 464-6610

BROMBERG & CO., INC.
123 North 20th Street
Birmingham, AL 35203
(205) 252-0221

BROMBERG & CO., INC.
131 Summit Boulevard
Birmingham, AL 35243
(205) 969-1776

BROMBERG & CO., INC.
2800 Cahaba Road
Mountain Brook, AL 35223
(205) 871-3276

BRYAN JEWELRY
1778 East Main Street
Prattville, AL 36066
(334) 365-6552

BUTLER DIAMONDS & FINE JEWLERY
101 Church Street
Suite 201
Selma, AL 36701
(334) 874-4616

CC
CUMMINGS JEWELRY DESIGN
3166 Heights Village
Birmingham, AL 35243
(205) 298-9144

DD
DIAMOND JEWELERS
108 East 20th Avenue
Gulf Shores, AL 36542
(251) 967-4141

DAVIS FINE JEWELERS
2843 East South Blvd
Montgomery, AL 36116
(334) 284-0141

DOUG DOGGETT JEWELERS
215 Compass Way Southwest
Cullman, AL 35055
(256) 734-7883

DYLAN RINGS
119 Brown Springs Road
Montgomery, AL 36117
(334) 215-3669
 
EE
ED WHITE JEWELERS
1704 2nd Avenue Northwest
Cullman, AL 35055
(256) 734-3661

FF
FINCHER & OZMENT JEWELERS
1657 McFarland Boulevard North
Suite G3D
Tuscaloosa, AL 35406
(205) 752-3511

FRANK & CO. FINE JEWELRY
25814 Canal Road #7
Orange Beach, AL 36561
(251) 970-2060
 
GG
GARY K JEWELERS - 
TENNESSEE VALLEY JEWELRY
7950 Highway 72 West, Suite H
Madison, AL 35758
(256) 430-1241

GOLD ART
4503 Old Shell Road
Mobile, AL 36608
(251) 342-6303

GOLD CONNECTION
971 US Highway 43
Winfield, AL 35594
(205) 487-4949

GOLD RUSH JEWELERS
404 2nd Avenue NW
Cullman, AL 35055
(256) 739-2833

GRIFFIN’S JEWELERS
704 East Battle Street
Talladega, AL 35160
(256) 362-5282

HH
HAYES JEWELERS
5456 Cottage Hill Road
Mobile, AL 36609
(251) 661-9846

HOBBS JEWELERS 
571 Highway 72 West
Athens, AL 35611
(256) 233-4653

HOWARD’S FINE JEWELRY
1147 Opelika Road
Suite B
Auburn, AL 36830
(334) 821-1200

HUDSON-POOLE FINE
JEWELERS, INC.
1111 Greensboro Avenue
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401
(205) 752-5535

HUGHES JEWELERS
4730 Highway 17 suite D
Helena, AL 35080
(205) 406-5387

II
ISBELL JEWELERS
448 Cahaba Park Circle
Birmingham, AL 35242
(205) 995-7990

JJ
J. LEONARD HENRY & CO.
704 Horton Road
Albertville, AL 35950
(256) 878-3655

JAMIE HOOD JEWELERS 
722 Bank St. NE
Decatur, AL 35601
(256) 686-2852

JAMIE HOOD JEWELERS
1471 US-72
Killen, AL 35645
(256) 272-5246

JAMIE HOOD JEWELERS
2508 Avalon Avenue
Muscle Shoals, AL
(256) 381-6889

Retail Membership Directory 2023Retail Membership Directory 2023
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JJ
JEWELRY BOUTIQUE
3531 Cloverdale Road
Florence, AL 35633
(256) 767-5342

JEWELRY BY DESIGN
590 N. Dean Road
Auburn, AL 36830
(334) 821-9940

JIMMY SMITH JEWELERS, INC.
2306 6th Avenue SE
Decatur, AL 35601
(256) 353-2512

JOHN CAULEY JEWELER
15 Upham Street
Suite C
Mobile, AL 36607
(251) 660-4759

KK
KING JEWELERS
7540 Memorial Parkway SW
Suite T
Huntsville, AL 35802
(256) 883-1123 

KIRKLAND JEWELERS
1728 West Main Street
Suite 1
Dothan, AL 36301
(334) 793-1793

LL
LEVY’S FINE JEWELRY
2116 2nd Avenue North
Birmingham, AL 35203
(205) 251-3381

LOU’S JEWELRY
3012 Airport Boulevard
Mobile, AL 36606
(251) 473-1706

MM
M&M JEWELERS
440 Inverness Corners
Birmingham, AL 35242
(205) 991-0593

MANNING JEWELRY
207 West Laurel Avenue
Foley, AL 36535
(251) 943-4771

MARIA JEWELERS  
231 South 8th Street
Opelika, AL 36801
(334) 704-0009

MARK’S JEWELRY
1919 28th Avenue South
Suite 145
Homewood, AL 35209
(205) 870-8869

MARQUIRETTE’S EXQUISITE JEWELRY
8163 Vaughn Road
Montgomery, AL 36116
(334) 270-0074

MEFFORD JEWELERS
102 N Court Street
Florence, AL 35630
(256) 275-7030

MEYER AND LEE FINE JEWELRY
2314 Memorial Parkway Southwest
Huntsville, AL 35801
(256) 536-3321

NN
NANCY & CO. FINE JEWELERS
2802 Lurleen B Wallace Blvd.
Northport, AL 35476
(205) 333-1851

NANCY & CO. FINE JEWELERS
113 West Washington Street
Demopolis, AL 36732
(205) 393-0133

OO
OSBORNE JEWELERS
22099 U.S. Highway 72
Suite D
Athens, AL 35613
(256) 232-4333

OSBORNE JEWELERS
3502 Memorial Parkway SW
Huntsville, AL 35801
(256) 883-2150

SS
SHAY’S JEWELERS
1678 Montgomery Hwy
Suite 103C
Hoover, AL 35216
(205) 978-5880

SOUTHERN GOLD, SILVER
& JEWELRY
1706 Glenn Boulevard SW
Fort Payne, AL 35968
(256) 997-7591

STRATTON - THE JEWELRY COMPANY 
2801 Memorial Parkway SW
#105B
Huntsville, AL 35801
(256) 715-1377 

SWANSON DIAMOND CENTER
920 Opelika Road, Suite A
Auburn, AL 36830
(334) 826-1890

WW
WALLACE-BURKE FINE JEWELRY
1811 29th Avenue, South
Birmingham, AL 35209
(205) 874-1044

WARE JEWELERS
111 S. College Street
Auburn, AL 36830
(334) 826-9011

WARE JEWELERS
2163 Tiger Town Parkway
Opelika, AL 36801
(334) 749-5005

WARE JEWELERS
30500 State Highway 181
Spanish Fort, AL 36527
(251) 338-9273

WARE JEWELERS
7268 Eastchase Lane
Montgomery, AL 36117
(334) 386-9273

WISMAR JEWELRY  
2 South Church Street
Suite A 
Fairhope, AL 36532
(251) 928-5858

YY
YOUNG JEWELERS
401 West 19th Street
Jasper, AL 35501
(205) 221-6194

ZZ
ZUNDEL’S JEWELRY
3670 Dauphin Street
#1211 
Mobile, Al 36608  
(251) 241-5439
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VISIT THE AJA WEBSITE!

Join Our Private Group on Facebook!

EVERY Member is listed with a link to THEIR website!

You can register online for upcoming conventions, sign up
to receive our digital newsletter, find info and pics from past
conventions and stay up to date on any upcoming events!

AlabamaJewelers.us

We’ve said it before and we’ll say it again...
MEMBERSHIP MAKES A DIFFERENCE!MEMBERSHIP MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

www.facebook.com/groups/441638887276311
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Associate Membership Directory 2023Associate Membership Directory 2023
AA
SUNNY AIYA
Aiya Designs 

CARY L. ALDRIDGE
Kovel Collection, Cirari, 
Frederic, Duclos

TREVOR ALLRED
Kenect

BB
ARTHUR BACK
PMI, Dynamic Designs
& Lab Diamonds

GREG BAYER
AmerGem Imports, Inc.

ANNA BENSMAN
Global Liquidators, 
Edgewater & Earth Grace

STEVE BERKOWITZ
Sterling Reputation

ASHLEIGH BROOKS
The Luxury Bee

JOHN BROMBERG
JB & Company

DORIS BUTLER
Southern Gates/Cargo Hold

CC
ALLAN CAGLE 
Brillant Elements

GUS CALLAWAY
Namano / 
Southeastern Findings

JOHN CARPENTER
Carpenter Distributors

REGINA CIARLEGLIO
Jewelers of America

MIKE COMBS
Premium Wholesale

ROSEMARY CORTE
Harvest Jewels

DD
KONRAD DARLING
Darling Gem Imports

ANISH DESAI
Star Gems, Inc. Atlanta

DANIEL DILMAN
Roman & Jules

EE
STEVEN EHRMANN
Intercontinental Diamonds

KIRSTEN ELGENFELD
Ostbye

FF
MIKE FALLAIZE
Fallaize Insurance

ROGER FRYSH
Georgia Diamond Corp.

GG
MICHAEL GERVAIS
Noble Metal Services

BEVERLY GODDARD
Royal Chain Group, 
Wilkerson, Charles Garnier

TIFFANY GONZALEZ
Keep Me Connected

HH
BARBARA HABIBI
Naledi by IGC Jewelry 

MIKE HANDLEY
GemsOne

BILL HARRISON
Kim International

STEVE HARTZ
SHR Precious Metals

RHETT & CINDY HARTZOG
Lafonn & Heera Moti

NICK HEBERT
Probity Tax Recovery

FRED HOFFMAN
Equity Diamond Brokers

JJ
MANOJ JAIN
MS Gems

ERIC JONES
Global Liquidators

FRANK JONES
Global Liquidators

KK
DEBBIE KORDANSKY
DM Kordansky

DAVID KOWALSKI
IZi Creations,
Precious Imports, Leslies

STEVEN KRETSER
Carla / Nancy B 
& Reko Settings

LL
GENE & LAURA LAMBERT
Apollo MFG, Inc. & Artistry

DAWN LIGHT
DLight Refiners

JESSICA LINDNER
The Edge

ROBERT LOVING
Time Delay

MM
CRAFT MAIER
Citizen Watch Brand

JILL MALONE
Synchrony

GLENN MANNING
Speedwire

SARA McDONOUGH
JIS Events

MICHAEL McTEIGUE
McTeigue

RUSSELL MEFFORD
BitOfMe

RICK MORRIS
Benchmark

NN
JARED NADLER
Levy’s Fine Jewelry

BILL NEWNAM
Southern Jewelry News

BARBARA NOLIN
BRM - Basden Risk 
Management

PP
WALTER PICKENS, JR.
Pickens, Inc.

TREY PRICHARD
American Ring Source

EMILY PONKRATZ
Jewelers Mutual Group

RR
DAVID ROCHA
Jewelers for Children

BOB ROSE
Roseco Inc.

MATTHEW ROTH
Overnight Mountings

JOHN ROWLETT
Uneek Jewelry

SS
ANDRE’S SAVOIE
High Level Thinkers

ADAM SCHAPER
Aash, LLC

DAVE SIMINSKI
United Precious Metal 
Refining

RENEE SINGER
Start To Finish

STEVE SINGER
Start To Finish

JOSEPH SPIL
Samuel Spil Company

ALLEN STRICKLIN
Allison Kaufman

STEVE STRICKLIN
ORO International

TT
DENA TANNER
J. Frank Golden and 
Associates Inc.

AMBER TODD
Samuel Sylvio Designs

VIKEN TOROSSIAN
Viken’s Jewelry 
Manufacturing
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Wholesaler of a perfectly curated collection of pre-loved luxury handbags since 2015

Ashleigh Brooks, Owner • 404.202.4670 • luxuryreseller68@gmail.com

Inquire about Our 
Wholesale Program

available to
Jewelry Retailers

& Boutiques
across the country!100%

Authenticity Guaranteed
by the

Experts at Entrupy!

Past Associate Members 
of the Year

2018 .. Beverly Goddard

2017 .............Judy Upton

2016 ........Adam Schafer

2015 ............. Mark Smith

2013 .............Arthur Back

2012 ....... Kathy Brackett

2011 .....Gene Callaway

2010 ......... John Falotico

2009 ........ Brent Johnson

2008 ..........Renee Singer

2007 ............. Craft Maier

2006 .............Bill Harrison

2005 ............ Judy Carter

2004 ....... Ralph Williams

2003 ........... Steve Singer

2002 ....Tommy Gardner 

2001 ........Sammy Turner

2000 ..............Pat Graves 

1999 .... Marsha Dunsker

1998 ...... Don Carpenter

1996 ..........Hamit Tosyali

1995 ........... Jed Dunsker

1994 ...Walter Pickens, Sr.

1993 ......... Steve Stricklin

T T 
A.J. TOSYALI
Benchmark

SAMMY TURNER
GBC

UU
JUDY UPTON
Judy Carter and Associates

WW
ISSAC WEBSTER
Namano/Southeastern Findings

NICK WESDORP
Jewel-Craft

KERRY WHITT
Kerry Whitt & Co.

LIBBY WILLIAMS-BROWN
Atlanta Jewelry Show - SJTA

GARY WOODS
Southern Jewelers
Services

YY
JEFF YOTHER
Victor Corp

ZZ
ARVIND ZAVERI
Virgo Star, Inc.
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Lifetime Members Roster
Mrs. Evelyn Young*

Mr. Hoyt Young*
Young Jewelers - Jasper, AL

Mr. Cornelius Moorefield*
Moorefield Jewelers - Anniston, AL

Mr. S.O. Johnson*
Johnson Jewelers - Birmingham, AL

Mr. Raymond Hoffman*
C.F. Hoffman Jewelers

Gadsden, AL

Mr. W.V. Neville*
Whitlock Jewelry Store - Eufaula, AL

Mr. Pinky Koss*
Leeds Jewelers - Gadsden, AL

Mr. Russell Benefield*
Benefield’s Jewelers

Guntersville, AL

Mr. Preston Jones*
Ewing Bothers - Atlanta, GA

Mr. Paul Vining*
Vining Jewelers - Tuscaloosa, AL

Mr. Arnold Roseman*
Standard Jewelry Company, Inc.

Birmingham, AL

Mr. Ralph Weinman*
Diamond Jewelry Company

Decatur, AL

Mr. Eddie Ashford*
Ashford Jewelers - Athens, AL

Mr. Henry Greenburg*
Magnolia Diamonds, Inc.

Birmingham, AL

Mr. Ray Drexmit*
Everwed, Inc. - Birmingham, AL

Mr. Elton Johnson*
Johnson Brothers Jewelers

Greenville, AL

Mr. Robert Staines*
ARESCO - Birmingham, AL

Mr. Sy Rathey*
Pulsar - Huntsville, AL

Mr. Pete Owens*
Nashville, TN

Mr. David Ginn*
David’s Jewelers

Alexander City, AL

Ms. Janet Ingram
Alabama Jewelers Association

Mr. Jim Ingram*
Alabama Jewelers Association

Mr. Roger Butler
Butler Diamonds & Fine Jewelry

Selma, AL

Mr. Steve Singer
Start to Finish - Birmingham, AL

Mr. Jimmy Smith
Jimmy Smith Jewelers - Decatur, AL

Ms. Mary Hayes
Hayes Jewelers - Mobile, AL

Mr. Richard White
Ed White Jewelers - Cullman, AL

Mr. Doug Doggett
Doug Doggett Jewelers - Cullman, AL

Honorary Members
Mrs. Joanna Angel*
Goldsmith Magazine

Atlanta, GA

Mr. Bob Foreman*
Bobby Wilkerson & Associates

Birmingham, AL

*Deceased - Firms listed are
places of employment at the time 
of election to special membership 

or at the time of retirement.

Associate Members Serving 
on the Board of Directors

Judy Upton
Judy Carter & 

Associates
Birmingham, AL

Renee Singer
Start to Finish

Birmingham, AL

Arthur Back
Lab Diamonds / 

PMI / 
Dynamic Designs

Memphis, TN

Steve Stricklin
Oro International
Birmingham, AL

Beverly Goddard 
Royal Chain Group /

Wilkerson / 
Charles Garnier
Booneville, MS

Eric Jones
Global

Liquidators
Birmingham, AL
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www.imperialpearl.com

 1 (800) 556-7738



As a jeweler, you’ve invested a lot 
of time, energy and resources into 
your business – and the thought of 
an unexpected disaster potentially 
ruining that can seem like a night-
mare. However, creating a disaster 
plan for your business can ease 
some of your stress and help you 
gain peace of mind. In this article, 
we’ll explore three steps you can 
take to build a solid disaster plan 
for your jewelry business.

Identify Potential Risks
The first step in building a disaster 

plan is to identify potential risks. By 
recognizing the risks, you can take 
steps to mitigate them and keep 
your business secure. Some com-
mon risks that jewelers face include:
• Natural disasters (hurricanes,  
    tornadoes, heatwaves, etc.)
• Power outages and equipment  
    failures
• Burglary and theft
• Cybersecurity threats

To get a more comprehensive un-
derstanding of the risks your jewelry 
business may face, we encourage 
you to contact and work with one 
of our trusted agents.

Create a Plan of Action
Once you’ve identified the risks, it 

is time to create a list of potential 
scenarios and the steps you need 
to take to minimize the damage. 
Your disaster plan should include 
the following:

• Emergency contact information: 
Keep an up-to-date list of emer-

gency contacts, including employ-
ees, suppliers and insurance pro-
viders. Make sure this information is 
easily accessible for you in the face 
of an emergency.
• Evacuation plan:

 In the event of an emergency, it’s 
essential to have an evacuation 
plan in place. Ensure all employees 
are trained on the evacuation plan 
and know where to go in case of 
an emergency.
• Communication plan:

It’s crucial to keep your customers 
informed in the event of a disaster. 
Develop a communication plan 
that outlines how you will communi-
cate with your customers, suppliers 
and employees in the event of an 
emergency. This could mean up-
dating your website, utilizing your 
e-mail list or posting on your store’s 
social media.
• Inventory and  equipment
   protection:

Your disaster plan should include 
steps to protect your inventory and 
equipment. This may include storing 
your inventory in a secure location, 
backing up important data and se-
curing your equipment with alarms 
and other security measures.

Test Your Plan
Although you’ve done the hard 

part of creating your disaster plan, 
you shouldn’t stop there. Regularly 

testing out your plan is an essen-
tial step to help you identify any 
weaknesses and make necessary 
adjustments. Testing your plan may 
include:
• Conducting a fire drill
• Running a cybersecurity  
    simulation
• Performing a test evacuation
• Reviewing and updating       
   emergency contact information

Regular testing will help your plan 
stay up-to-date and effective when 
it really matters.

All in all, building a solid disaster 
plan can only benefit your business 
if an emergency happens. 

Remember to identify potential 
risks, create a plan of action 
and test your plan regularly. At 
Jewelers Mutual, we understand 
the importance of keeping your 
business secure and are committed 
to providing jewelers like you with 
helpful resources, best practices 
and more. To ensure your business 
is covered in case of a disaster, 
Jewelers Mutual offers insurance 
solutions to meet your needs and 
budget.

For more information regarding 
our risk services, visit the Jewelers 
Mutual website, and don’t forget 
to download our free emergency 
planning checklist.

www.jewelersmutual.com

3 Steps to Build a Solid Disaster Plan
for Your Jewelry Business

Brought to you by the subject matter experts at Jewelers Mutual Insurance Group
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Last Years Convention

PERIMETER PARK 
BIRMINGHAM

April 1-3, 2022
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Tim Sherrer presented Doug Doggett and
Richard White their AJA Lifetime Member Awards.

Congratulations…
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The Experts in Going Out of Business.
Retiring. Moving

Contact us today for 
a free consultation!
Call Bobby Wilkerson, Rick Hayes or 

Josh Hayes at 800.631.1999.
Or visit us at wilkersons.com.

“If you’re contemplating a 
sale to maximize the return 
on your business, there is 
no one else in the industry 
that I could even think of 
recommending.”

- Richard
Goldstein’s Jewelry
Mobile, Alabama

Sale Results
1.7X

Annual Sales in 9 Weeks

ESTIMATED 
ROI $1.20

 of Original Inventory After Expenses

+91% SOLD
Owner's Inventory

ACTUAL 
ROI $1.56

 of Original Inventory After Expenses

The Experts in Going Out of Business.
Retiring. Moving

Contact us today for 
a free consultation!
Call Bobby Wilkerson, Rick Hayes or 

Josh Hayes at 800.631.1999.
Or visit us at wilkersons.com.

“If you’re contemplating a 
sale to maximize the return 
on your business, there is 
no one else in the industry 
that I could even think of 
recommending.”

- Richard
Goldstein’s Jewelry
Mobile, Alabama

Sale Results
1.7X

Annual Sales in 9 Weeks

ESTIMATED 
ROI $1.20

 of Original Inventory After Expenses

+91% SOLD
Owner's Inventory

ACTUAL 
ROI $1.56

 of Original Inventory After Expenses



Contact your local sales representative, Beverly Goddard
662-416-2146 • beverlygdoddard@bellsouth.net

RETAIL PRICES STARTING AT $100

Alabama Jewelers Assoc - CG Ad.indd   1Alabama Jewelers Assoc - CG Ad.indd   1 4/4/2023   9:32:10 AM4/4/2023   9:32:10 AM



Multifaceted Learning Workshop 2023

Jewelers of America (JA) is the national trade association for businesses serving the fine jewelry marketplace. As a 
membership organization, JA aims to enhance consumer confidence in the jewelry industry and support the growth of 
its members through Recognition, Representation and Resources. Within each of these areas are simple solutions built 
to increase success for retail jewelers. Regina will walk attendees through these solutions and ensure you leave more 
knowledgeable and profitable.

SIMPLE SOLUTIONS FOR INCREASING SUCCESS
Presented by: Regina Ciarleglio, Jewelers of America

SATURDAY, APRIL 22|10:00AM

Having insurance for your jewelry business is essential. 
However, there is much to consider when purchasing 
insurance based on the uniqueness of your business - a 
failure to secure the proper coverage could leave you 
vulnerable and spell disaster for your business.  
In this session, you will learn about:  
• Coverage types, limits, and deductibles 
• Core policy types available in the market and why they 

are important including Jewelers Block, Businessowners/
General Liability and Commercial Umbrella Liability 

• The Underwriting process to include pre-requisites for 
getting a policy and the basics on policy pricing 

• Importance of working with an agent who has expertise 
in the jewelry industry 

• How technology is facilitating an enhanced customer 
experience

INSURANCE FOR JEWELRY BUSINESSES 101
Presented by: John Fierst, Jewelers Mutual® Group

SATURDAY, APRIL 22|1:15PM

Google reviews are an important part of a company’s online footprint. Managing Google Reviews can be nightmare. 
Join Kenect as they provide solutions to enhancing your online reputation through Google Reviews. 

MANAGING GOOGLE REVIEWS
Presented by: Kenect

SATURDAY, APRIL 22|11:30AM

Amanda Gizzi is a nationally recognized spokesperson for the jewelry industry. She is the author of Amanda’s Style File 
on National Jeweler where she uncovers the top jewelry styles throughout the year. Join Amanda as she uncovers the 
jewelry trends that will bring consumers through the door in 2023. This is one session you won’t want to miss! 

JEWELRY TRENDS / AMANDA’S STYLE FILE
Presented by: Amanda Gizzi, Jewelers of America

SATURDAY, APRIL 22|12:45PM

For over a century, Jewelers Mutual® Group has been 
committed to jeweler success. And we’ve learned a lot in 
all those years about what jewelers need. Jewelers most 
often want to know how to get more done and earn more 
without expanding business hours or spending more.  

And while we may not be able to give you more hours in 
your business day, we have identified opportunities to do 

more and earn more without additional spending.  
In this session, you will learn how to tackle these challenges 

with solutions that:  
• Decrease time spent on operational tasks 
• Increase average sales value and bottom-line growth 
• Build long-term customer relationships.

SOLUTIONS TO UNLOCK EFFICIENCIES AND FOCUS ON
CUSTOMER RELATIONSHIPS
Presented by: Nabil Abdallah, Jewelers Mutual® Group 

SATURDAY, APRIL 22|10:30AM

With credit card purchases being a dominate form of payment, processing and mitigating credit card fraud is more 
important than ever. Join Chosen Payments as they discuss the technology and systems that can help protect your business.

PROCESSING SALES AND MITIGATING CREDIT CARD FRAUD
Presented by: Synchrony

SATURDAY, APRIL 22|2:30PM
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2023 Convention Speakers

Jennifer Shaheen is a digital growth, user experience and data insights expert recognized 
as the authority in planning, implementing, and translating digital marketing and 
technology in today’s competitive online environment.
Over her twenty-year career, Jennifer has worked as a digital advisor in a myriad of 
industries, including design, hospitality, manufacturing, luxury retail, and jewelry. Private 
equity firms value Jennifer for her ability to deliver sustainable growth and meaningful 
results when leading the strategic transformation and digital launch.

Technology Therapy Group: the firm Jennifer founded in college, has been involved with the Jewelry industry for over a 
decade, working as an outside marketing and digital development partner for brands, retailers, and manufacturers. In 2020 
Jennifer proudly added to her list of accomplishments board of director for the iconic guitar manufacturer C. F. Martin & Co.®. 

Jennifer Shaheen– TECHNOLOGY THERAPY GROUP

Stories have the power to connect, 
inspire, and engage us on a deeply 
emotional level. In the competitive 
world of retail jewelry, a compelling 
and authentic story can be the key to 
creating lasting connections with your 
customers. Join us for an insightful 
session where we will explore the art of 
storytelling in the context of business 
growth and customer engagement.

In this presentation, you will learn:
1. The transformative impact of 

stories on businesses and customer 
relationships.

2. How to collaboratively craft your 
unique brand story as a team.

3. The importance of the customer 
journey and the role your story plays 
in shaping it.

4. Strategies for leveraging your 
story to foster business growth and 
customer acquisition.

5. Best practices for sharing your 
story across various platforms and 
touchpoints.

6. The ongoing evolution of your story 
and its connection to sustained 
customer loyalty.

TOPIC - Storytelling for Jewelry Retail Success SUNDAY, APRIL 23|9:30AM

John Fierst– JEWELERS MUTUAL® GROUP

John Fierst has been the Vice President of Commercial Lines, at Jewelers Mutual 
Group since 2016. In his role to strengthen the commercial lines products, he oversees 
underwriting functions while working to improve segmentation, refine underwriting 
process and ensure the integration of loss prevention initiatives into Jewelers Mutual’s 
sales and underwriting practices.

As criminal activity targeting the jewelry industry 
continues to escalate, it is critical for jewelers to be vigilant 
and aware of ways to keep themselves safe and secure - 
Partner for Protection has never been more relevant! Spend 
time in this session hearing the latest about crimes affecting 
the industry and what you can do to protect yourself.

In this session, you will learn:
• Practical ways to avoid costly losses
• Loss mitigation best practices and what might be   
   considered the “gold standard” when it comes to security
• Common sense approaches to keeping your staff,      
   customers, and property safe and secure

TOPIC - Keeping Jewelry Businesses Safe and Secure SUNDAY, APRIL 23|11:00AM

APRIL 22|8:00PM

Don’t miss this opportunity to unlock the power of storytelling and elevate your business by creating a genuine connection 
with your audience. Join us as we embark on a journey to refine your store’s narrative and achieve lasting success.
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FRIDAY, APRIL 21
5:00 – 10:30PM Hospitality Suite Open...................................... .............................................. 10th Floor Room #1027 
 Pick up your Informational packets, eat, drink, and get to know your fellow jewelers!

SATURDAY, APRIL 22
6:30 – 10:00AM Breakfast Buffet ............................................... ..................................................The House Restaurant

9:30 – 10:00AM Registration …………………………………….. .................................................. Alabama Ballroom A

10:00AM Welcome to the Multifaceted Learning Workshop ................................Alabama Ballroom A & B 
 Regina Ciarleglio

10:05 – 10:30AM Simple Solutions to Increase Success ......................................................Alabama Ballroom A & B 
 Presented by Regina Ciarleglio, Jewelers of America

10:30 – 11:30AM Solutions to Unlock Efficiencies and Focus on Customer Relationships  
 Presented by Nabil Abdallah, Jewelers Mutual® Group ................................Alabama Ballroom A & B

11:30 – 12:00PM Managing Google Reviews ......................................................................Alabama Ballroom A & B 
 Presented by Kenect

12:00 – 12:45PM  Lunch ...........................................................................................................Alabama Ballroom A & B

12:45 – 1:15PM Jewelry Trends / Amanda’s Style File .......................................................Alabama Ballroom A & B 
 Presented by Amanda Gizzi, Jewelers of America

1:15 – 2:30PM Insurance for Jewelry Businesses 101 ......................................................Alabama Ballroom A & B 
 Presented by John Fierst, Jewelers Mutual® Group

2:30 – 3:00PM Processing Sales / CC Fraud .....................................................................Alabama Ballroom A & B  
 Presented by Synchrony

3:00 – 3:30PM Round table discussions and Prizes .........................................................Alabama Ballroom A & B

5:00 – 6:30PM Hospitality Suite Open .................................................................................... 10th Floor Room #1027  
 Pick up your Informational packets, eat, drink, and get to know your fellow jewelers!

6:30 – 7:00PM Presidents Cocktail Reception.......................... ...................................Alabama Ballroom C, D, & E 

7:00 – 8:00PM Dinner .............................................................. .......................................Alabama Ballroom C, D, & E 

8:00 – 9:30PM Comedian/Magician Brian Reaves ...................................................Alabama Ballroom C, D, & E 

9:30 – 10:30PM Hospitality Suite Open / Poker Tournament..................................... ........... 10th Floor Room #1027

SUNDAY, APRIL 23
6:30 – 10:00AM Breakfast ....................................................... ....................................................The House Restaurant

8:00 – 8:30AM Discovery Tables & Jewelry Design Contest Setup ....................................... Alabama Ballroom A

8:30 – 9:30AM Registration & Light Breakfast....................... ................................................... Alabama Ballroom A

8:30 – 3:00PM Discovery Tables Open ................................ ................................................... Alabama Ballroom A

9:30 – 10:30AM Storytelling for Jewelry Retail Success. ....................................................Alabama Ballroom A & B 
Speaker Jennifer Shaheen, Technology Therapy Group

10:30 – 11:00AM Break

11:00 – 12:00PM Keeping Jewelry Businesses Safe and Secure ........................................Alabama Ballroom A & B 
 Speaker John Fierst, Jewelers Mutual® Group

12:00 – 12:30PM Break

12:30 – 2:00PM Past Presidents Luncheon .....................................................................Alabama Ballroom C, D, & E 

 Jewelry Design Contest & Lifetime Awards

2:00 – 3:00PM Discovery Tables …………............................ .................................................... Alabama Ballroom A

2023 Annual Convention Schedule

If you have any questions or would like more information:
Contact Convention Coordinator - Nancy Dawkins (205) 526-5710
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Discovery Tables Vendors

It’s the Perfect Time to Shop
 for Mother’s Day Merchandise!

SUNDAY, APRIL 23 • 8:30AM - 3:00PM

There will be over 20 vendors displaying jewelry
and services for you to visit thought the day.

Come shop with your Alabama Sales Reps.

Aash, LLC
Adam Schaper

Aiden Jewelry
Uzi Bahan

Aiya Designs
Sunny Aiya

American Ring Source
Trey Prichard

DLight Refiners
Dawn Light

Equity Diamond Brokers
Fred Hoffman

Global Liquidators
Eric Jones

J. Frank Golden
The Golden Girls

Jewelers Mutual Group
John Fierst & Nabil Abdallah

Jewelers of America
Regina Ciarleglio & Amanda Gizzi

JIS Events
Sara McDonough

L & S Jewelry
Larry & Stephanie Popovich

Mercury Rings
Harsh Jain

Naledi by IGC Jewelry & Diamonds
Barbara Habibi

Oro International
Steve Stricklin

Premium Wholesale
Mike Combs

Probity Tax Recovery
Nick Herbert

Royal Chain, Wilkerson,          
Charles Garnier

Beverly Goddard

Southern Gates/Cargo Hold
Doris Butler

Star Gems Inc. Atlanta
Anish Desai

Start to Finish
Steve & Renee Singer

Sparkling Insights
Rita Wade / Terese Hunt

Synchrony 
Jill Malone & Tim Schrenk

The Luxury Bee
Ashleigh Brooks

Viken’s Jewelry MFG. CO. Inc.
Viken & Andre Torossian
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A Total Solution For Retail Jewelry Stores.

Your Total Retail Solution to Building a Dynamic, Productive Inventory.   

 
The Tools You Need.

As an industry leader in jewelry store management for over two decades, 
it’s our mission to help grow your business to its full potential.

Try The Edge in Your Store for FREE.

1-855-TRY-EDGE       sales@ajsllc.com       www.theedgeforjewelers.com
Proud Sponsor of The Alabama Jewelers Association.

Scan the QR Code to Watch Fellow Retailer’s Edge Stories.

Mike Combs

4651 Woodstock Rd. • Suite 208-182 • Roswell, Ga 30075
Phone: 404-386-1430 • Email: LL505@aol.com

OWNER
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Looking Back Over the Years
99 Years of Conventions

3636

Do you see anyone you recognize? Perhaps you may even see yourself?



Counting Down
to our

100th Convention
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At the 2022 convention, AJA awarded 
two (2) scholarships in the amount 
of $500 each, to two AJA members 
for their continuing education in the 
jewelry industry. 

The winners were Natalya Douglas 
of Hayes Jewelers in Mobile, AL and 
Billie Paul of Levy’s Fine Jewelry in 
Birmingham, AL.

The 2022 Winners are…

Congratulations!Natalya Douglas
Hayes Jewelers 

Mobile, AL 

Billie Paul
Levy’s Fine Jewelry 

Birmingham, AL

Alabama Jewelers Association
Scholarship Program
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vahanjewelry.com | 914.937.1800

JOIN OUR
FAMILY OF 
RETAILERS



Dedicated to Helping our Community Thrive. 
Two unique Trade Shows. Meaningful Education. Year-round Resources.

Unmatched Southern Hospitality.

Fresh Products and Resources. 
Immersive Experiences. 
Networking & Education. 

Unmatched Southern Hospitality.

CONFERENCE: 
FRIDAY, MARCH 15

MARCH 16-17, 2024

Products & Trends. 
Connections and Community. 

Convenient and Timely. 
Unmatched Southern Hospitality.

CONFERENCE: 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 25

AUGUST 26-27, 2023

#ATLjewelryshowatlantajewelryshow.com   800.241.0399





SEPTEMBER 29 
TO OCTOBER 2

ORANGE BEACH, AL
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SPONSORSSPONSORSSPONSORS

Thank You for Your
Continued Support!

Memories of Our Past Saltwater Conventions

43434343



WOW
We’re YOUR BRAND OF WOW

It FLEXES, it STRETCHES, it’s FLEXIE

Bring excitement to your showcase

by adding new styles to this already Best-Selling Collection.

Most styles in stock for immediate delivery!

Since 1984
sales@iddny.com

800.621.1162



Vendor of the Year
2013 - 2017  2022

Vendor of the Year
2012 - 2014  2016 - 2022

7640 Haskell Ave., Van Nuys California 91406  |  (800) 800-8908  |  AllisonKaufman.com





KIM Regional Sales Professional  Bill Harrison 662-574-2467  

K
KIM INTERNATIONAL
800-275-5555 • www.kimint.com • sales@kimint.com

KIM
®

The Romance® Bridal Collection 
The Most Comprehensive & Profitable Bridal Program

FRESH STYLES • EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY • COMPETITIVE PRICES • IN-STOCK IN DALLAS, TX • LUCRATIVE SPIF PROGRAM
QUICK CUSTOM • RETAIL WEBSITE PROGRAM • MARKETING PACKAGE • CZ SAMPLE PROGRAM • LIFETIME LTD WARRANTY



OCTOBER 13–16, 2023
MIAMI BEACH CONVENTION CENTER

MIAMI BEACH, FL

JIS Fall helps jewelry industry professionals grow their 
businesses and deepen relationships with suppliers by 
creating a community in which relationships are built, 

business is transacted, trends are discovered, and new 
ideas are shared at trade-only events that are strategically 

timed for when buyers need inventory the most.

More than a Leading
Cash-and-carry Event

Save the date
LEARN MORE AT JISSHOW.COM

RETAILERS
We bring together

and
SUPPLIERS

Revolutionizing Laser Welding

Improve Speed and Accuracy

Precision Controlled Laser
Welding Wire Dispenser.

Available in Preloaded Disposable
or Reloadable Models.

www.speedjeweler.com
1.866.999.5395
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DARE
TO
BE

uneek.com



Uzi Bahan
PO Box 2063

Huntsville, AL 35804
Office: +1 (256) 886-6770

Fax: +1 (256) 517-8910
Phone: + 1 (513) 237-8077
Aidenjewelry@gmail.com

aidenjewelry.com

    Noble Metal Services – Cranston, RI
                  Refiners of Gold ~ Silver ~ Platinum ~ Palladium ~ Rhodium 

Noble Metal Services has been serving the jewelry community for 26 years and is 
going strong. From making fine gold in our secure Rhode Island facility to providing 
expertise   in all precious metals — Noble ensures our  customers get the maximum return 
on their metals. Come visit us and learn why we’ve developed a reputation for dependability, 
integrity, and expertise.  EPA Compliant, Conflict Free, Sustainability Driven

• 24k Gold Grain • Lot Advances • Stone Removal • Instant Market Lock
• Metal Storage • Coins • Karat Scrap • Sterling • Bench Filings • Sweeps

Noble Metal Services Rhode Island  1-866-695-4806    www.NobleMetalServices.com 

Since 1961
1-800-438-1714 1-800-858-1362

www.SamuelSpil.com     Your Price Point Leader     Lindas@SamuelSpil.com
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In Memoriam

AJA and the rest of the jewelry industry is mourning 
the loss of Kate Peterson, the well-known management 
consultant, who was to be our keynote speaker at this 
years annual convention in Montgomery.

Peterson founded Performance Concepts, Inc in 1997, 
a jewelry consulting firm where she has helped hundreds 
of retailers and others in the jewelry industry to improve 
their businesses. She specialized in retail jewelry but had 
full knowledge of the entire jewelry industry and helped 
companies throughout the jewelry supply chain. She was 
especially known for her intelligence, but more importantly 
for her big heart. She will be greatly missed.

Kate Peterson
January 26, 1959 - April 11, 2023

SERVICE

Searching for a new sales representative 

covering Alabama and surrounding areas

since 1965

25+ years

STYLE QUALITY

747 N Church Rd., Suite C4
Elmhurst, IL 60126

800-621-1671

VISIT US ONLINE
www.orointernational.net

Eric Weber

see you at these shows

Alabama Jewelers 
Association
Executive Director

Nancy Dawkins

2802 Lurleen B Wallace Blvd.
Northport, Alabama 35476

(205) 526-5710

AlabamaJewelers@icloud.com
AlabamaJewelers.us
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Gemstone & Birthstone Guide
JANUARY

GARNET

PEARL 

OPAL CITRINE BLUE ZIRCON BLUE TOPAZ TANZANITEYELLOW TOPAZPINK TOURMALINE

RUBY PERIDOT SAPPHIREMOONSTONE ALEXANDRITE ALEXANDRITE

AMETHYST AQUAMARINE EMERALDDIAMOND              CZ

JUNE

OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

FEBRUARY MARCH

JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER

APRIL MAY

Anniversary Gemstone Guide

1st

GOLD

8th

TOURMALINE

15th

RUBY

22nd

SPINEL

45th

SAPPHIRE

2nd

GARNET

9th

LAPIS LAZULI

16th

PERIDOT

23rd

IMPERIAL TOPAZ

50th

GOLD

3rd

PEARL

10th

DIAMOND

17th

AMETHYST

24th

TANZANITE

55th

ALEXANDRITE

4th

BLUE TOPAZ

11th

TURQUOISE

18th

CAT’S EYE
CHRYSOBERYL

25th

SILVER

60th

DIAMOND

5th

SAPPHIRE

12th

JADE

19th

AQUAMARINE

30th

PEARL

65th

SAPPHIRE

6th

AMETHYST

13th

CITRINE

20th

EMERALD

35th

EMERALD

70th

DIAMOND

7th

ONYX

14th

OPAL

21st

IOLITE

40th

RUBY

80th

RUBY
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Save the Dates!Save the Dates!

ORANGE BEACH, AL

Saltw
ater

Saltw
ater

Saltw
ater

Saltw
ater

2023202320232023

WANT TO BE AN CONVENTION SPONSOR?
Contact Nancy Dawkins at 205-526-5710 or Alabamajewelers@icloud.com

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS ARE: 
Diamond • Platinum • 24kt Gold • 14kt Gold

Emerald • Ruby • Sapphire • Silver
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100th Annual Convention
Grand Bohemian Hotel

Mountain Brook, AL

April 12-14, 2024Mark Your

Calendars!Mark Your

Calendars!

Our Founders

FIRST ALABAMA CONVENTION - Shown in front of Birmingham’s Morris Hotel in 1920 are (Left to Right): J. C. Mickleboro, 
Marion; Aaron Ash, Birmingham; Frank Lynch, Birmingham; Henry Hausman, New Orleans; E. M. Dorian, Anniston; Reid 
Lawson, Birmingham; O. L. Bunn, Birmingham; and the representative of the American Retail Jewelers Assn. (name unknown)

1920 – The First Annual Convention
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1948 – The First Modern-Day Convention

Other AJA Administrations Over the Years

ASSOCIATION REORGANIZED - The Thomas Jefferson Hotel in Birmingham was the scene of the 1948 convention that saw the 
association reorganized. Left to Right, Front: Aaron Ash, Birmingham; Robert Bromberg, Birmingham, President; Alex Fekula, 
Mobile, Vice President. Back: Garfield Goodwin, Bessemer, Secretary - Treasurer; Ben Ash, Birmingham; Terry Born of SJTA; and 
Raymond Hoffman, Gasden, Vice President. 

PASSING THE GAVEL
Ferrell  Mason,  President (1966-1967) 
turning over the gavel to Paul Vining, 
President (1967-1968).

1974-1975 OFFICERS
David Ginn, President; Mr. Smith,1st 
Vice-President; Mr. Thomas, 2nd Vice-
President; Joe Campbell, Secretary.

1961-1962 OFFICERS
Front: Dwight Raff, President. Back 
(Left to Right): Lamar Ware, 1st Vice-
President; Frank Bromberg, Treasurer; 
Bill Spidle, 2nd Vice-President; and 
James Hasty, Secretary.

1964-1965
PRESIDENT

Frank Bromberg Jr.

1958-1959 OFFICERS
(Left to Right): Pinky Koss, Vice President; 
Fred Couch, Vice President; Kalman 
Shwarts, President; Lamar Ware,
Secretary; and Dwight Raff, Treasurer.

LADIES AUXILIARY 1964-1965 OFFICERS-
(Left to Right): Victor Paul, Mrs.Vining, 
Secretary; Isobele Best, Vice-President; 
and Vernell Hasty President
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Past Presidents of the
Alabama Jewelers Association

Marshall Sanford
2018-2020

Glenn Manning
2016- 2018

Danny Clarke
2014-2016 

Jared Nadler
2012-2014 

Nick Sanders*
2010-2012 

Don Lowe
2008-2010 

Nancy Dawkins
2006-2008

Marshall Sanford
2004-2006

John Poole
2002-2004

Ken Kirkland
2001-2002

Terri Moore
2000-2001

Tim Sherrer
1998-2000

Kelley Winn*
1997-1998

Doug Doggett
1995-1997

David Hudson
1994-1995

Richard White
1992-1994

Alan Dailey
1991-1992

Willis Michaels*
1990-1991

Pat Costello
1989-1990

Emily Ware
1988-1989

Jimmy Ray Smith
1987-1988

Ronnie Ware
1986-1987

Jim Ingram*
1984-1986

Hoyt Young*
1983-1984

Tom Peoples
1981-1983

Gene Poole
1979-1981

Keith Byrd
1977-1979

Ray Thomas*
1976-1977

Jimmy Smith
1975-1976

David Ginn*
1974-1975

Joe Duck*
1973-1974

Roger Butler
1972-1973

Paul Moore*
1971-1972

Charles Ray Martin*
1970-1971

Russell Benefield*
1969-1970

Elton Johnson*
1968-1969

Paul Vining*
1967-1968

Ferrell D. Mason*
1966-1967

James L. Hasty*
1965-1966

Frank Bromberg, Jr.*
1964-1965

William Spidle*
1963-1964

Lamar Ware*
1962-1963

Dwight Raff*
1961-1962

Pinky Koss*
1959-1961

Kalman Shwarts*
1958-1959

Claude Moore*
1957-1958

J.L. Hoffman*
1956-1957

Jim Pitts*
1955-1956

Garfield Goodwin*
1953-1955

Raymond Hipp*
1952-1953

William N. Neville*
1951-1952

Ben Ash*
1950-1951

Raymond Hoffman*
1949-1950

Robert Bromberg*
1947-1949

*Deceased

Celebrate special times both past and present with the 
fine jewelry collection 

inspired by historic wrought iron gates throughout the 
South.

Proudly supporting Alabama jewelers
since 1972

Alabama pendant available now!

www.cargoholdinc.com

© 2023 All rights reserved. The Southern Gates® Collection is a registered
trademark of The Cargo Hold, Inc. Designed and distributed in Charleston, SC.
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Anniston, AL 36202
P.O. Box 2522 

1-800-633-2321
johnjcarpenter@gmail.com

Diamond Distributors, Inc
CDDCARPENTER

DISTRIBUTOR OF LOOSE DIAMONDSDISTRIBUTOR OF LOOSE DIAMONDS
FAMILY OWNED 

SINCE 1979
FAMILY OWNED 

SINCE 1979
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If you are not already a member, 
join today!

www.AlabamaJewelers.org

MEMBERSHIP 
MAKES A

DIFFERENCE!

ANSWERS

No Peeking!

Gemstone Knowledge 
Crossword Puzzle

on page 61 
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Pickens, Inc.

A Full Service Trade Shop Serving Alabama Jewelers Since 1946

Walter H. Pickens, Jr.
President

480 East Paces Ferry Road, NE
Atlanta, GA 30305

Phone: 404-237-7885     Toll-Free: 800-776-8925
Fax: 404-231-0858     E-Mail: Walter@pickensinc.com

BEST WISHES FOR A SUCCESSFUL CONVENTION

Virgo Star, Inc.Virgo Star, Inc.
P.O. Box 31728

Knoxville, TN 37930-1728

Imports of Diamonds & Gem Stones
Manufacturers of Mounted Jewelry

PLEASE COMPARE OUR PRICES

(865) 693-4939

(865) 693-8889

FAX: (865) 694-4088

ARVIND ZAVERI

RAJ ZAVERI

1-800-222-8065
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CARAT 
SIZE 

ROUND 
SHAPE 

mm. 

PEAR 
SHAPE 

mm. 

MARQUISE 
SHAPE 

mm. 

OVAL 
SHAPE 

mm. 

OCTAGON 
SHAPE 

(EMERALD) 
mm. 

HEART 
SHAPE 

mm. 

TRILLION 
SHAPE 

mm. 

SQUARE 
SHAPE 

(PRINCESS) 
mm. 

 
 
 
 

.005 1.0        
.0067 1.15        
.0075 1.12        

.01 1.3        
.015 1.5        
.02 1.7        

.025 1.8        
.03 2.0       1.5x1.5 

.035 2.1  2.5x1.25      
.04 2.2  3x1.5     1.75x1.75 
.05 2.4        
.06 2.5  3.5x1.75     2x2 
.07 2.7  3.5x2     2.25x2.25 
.08 2.8    2.8x2.1    
.09 2.9 3x2.5 4x2      
.10 3.0      3x3x3 2.5x2.5 
.11 3.1  4.25x2.25      
.12 3.2 4x2.5   3.3x2.5 3x3   
.14 3.3 4x3 4.5x2.5    3.5x3.5x3.5 2.75x2.75 
.15 3.4  5x2.5  3.5x2.6    
.16 3.5 4.5x3       
.17 3.6       3x3 
.18 3.7      4x4x4  
.20 3.8 5x3 5x3 4x3 3.9x2.9 3.5x3.5  3.25x3.25 
.22 3.9        
.23 4.0       3.5x3.5 
.25 4.1  6x3 5x3 4.2x3.1 4x4 4.5x4.5x4.5  
.30 4.2 5.5x3.5 6x3.5     3.75x3.75 
.33 4.4    5x3  5x5x5  
.38 4.6  7x3.5 5x4  4.5x4.5   
.40 4.8      5.5x5.5x5.5 4x4 
.47 5.0        
.50 5.2 6x4 8x4 6x4 5.2x3.9 5x5 6x6x6 4.5x4.5 
.60 5.4        
.65 5.6     5.5x5.5   
.75 5.8 7x5 9x4.5  6x4 6x6  5x5 
.80 6.0    6x4.5    
.95 6.4        

1.00 6.5 8x5 10x5 7x5 7x5 6.5x5.5  5.5x5.5 
1.10 6.6        
1.17 6.8        
1.25 7.0   7.5x5.5     
1.33 7.2        
1.50 7.4 9x6 11x5.5 8x6 8x6 7x7 7x7x7  
1.60 7.6        
1.75 7.8        
1.90 8.0        
2.00 8.2 10x7 12x6 8.5x6.5 8.5x6.5 8x8 8x8x8  
2.15 8.4        
2.25 8.6        
2.50 8.8 12x7 13x6.5 9x7 9x7 8.5x8.5 9x9x9  
2.85 9.2        
3.00 9.4 12x8 14x7 10x8 10x8 9x9 10x10x10  
3.15 9.6        
3.35 9.8        
3.50 10.0 13x8 14x7.5 10x8.5  9.5x9.5   
3.75 10.2        
4.00 10.4 14x8 16x8 11x9 11x9 10x10   
4.25 10.6        
4.50 10.8 14.5x9  11x9.5  10.5x10.5   
4.75 11.0        
5.00 11.2 15x9 16x8.5 12x10 12x10 11x11   

 

MM to Carats Stone Conversions

NOTE: These are approximate Diamond 
Sizes 6262
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Refining 
Recycling Dead  
Watch Batteries 
KEE Gold Tester 
Obaku Denmark 
Watches 

Your #1 Source For Success in:

SHR Precious Metals, Inc.
Steve Hartz

407-413-3332

shrefining.com 

gotgoldnow.com



205.612.1637

We Think Outside the Jewelry Box

With over 25 years of insurance 
experience, we will design a 
program specifically for you.

Judy@JudyCarterandAssociates.com


