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AJA Past Presidents Advisory Council

AJA Executive Board of Directors
Secretary

Candace Wade
Levy’s Fine Jewelry

Birmingham, AL

Executive Director
Nancy Dawkins

Nancy & Co. Fine Jewelers
Northport, AL

AJA Board of Regional Vice-Presidents
Cody Foote
Maria Jewelers

Opelika, AL

Maria Foote
Maria Jewelers

Opelika, AL

Ivy Lowe
Nancy & Co. Fine Jewelers

Demopolis, AL

Jerry Young
Bryan Jewelry
Prattville, AL

Brian Hood
Bromberg & Co. Inc.

Birmingham, AL

Avani Patel
Avani Rupa Fine Jewelers

Mountain Brook, AL

Associate Members Serving on the Board of Directors

Sammy Turner
Victor Corp.

Birmingham, AL

Joseph Denaburg
Aurithimc

Birmingham, AL

Steve Stricklin
Birmingham, AL

Beverly Goddard
Royal Chain Group / Wilkerson 

Charles Garnier / Mondrian Collection
Booneville, MS

Eric Jones
Global Liquidators

Birmingham, AL

Sara McDonough
JCK/JIS

Norwalk, CT

Trey Prichard
American Ring Source

Ooltewah, TN

Uzi Bahar
Aiden Jewelry
Huntsville, AL

President
Kim Odom

Doug Doggett Jewelers
Cullman, AL

Vice President/Treasurer
Anna Alexander

Hobbs Jewelers
Athens, AL

Ryan Snuggs
Michael Ryan Personal Jeweler

Birmingham, AL

Glenn Manning
Manning Jewelry

Foley, AL

Danny Clarke
Gold Art

Mobile, AL

Jared Nadler
Levy’s Fine Jewelry

Birmingham, AL

Megan Sherrer-Neel
Lou’s Jewelry

Mobile, AL

Marshall Sanford
Hayes Jewelers

Mobile, AL

John Poole
Hudson-Poole Jewelers

Tuscaloosa, AL

Richard White
Ed White Jewelers

Cullman, AL

Doug Doggett
Doug Doggett Jewelers

Cullman, AL

Tim Sherrer
Lou’s Jewelry

Mobile, AL
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President
Kim Odom

Doug Doggett Jewelers
Cullman, AL

AJA President’s Message

Dear Alabama Jewelers Association Members,
I would like to thank everyone who attended our 2026 Annual 

Convention, at the Wynfrey Hotel in Birmingham. We had 
outstanding speakers and a fantastic turnout! A special thanks 
to Jewelers of America for providing the educational classes at 
the Learning Workshop. Of course, none of this would have been 
possible without our wonderful sponsors and advertisers. Lastly, 
thank you to our AJA board members, past presidents and Nancy 
Dawkins, our wonderful Executive Director for all they do to make 
AJA a success. 

I was truly honored to accept the gavel from Joseph and serve as 
your new Alabama Jewelers Association President. I also want to give 
a big shout-out to our Executive Director, Nancy, for helping me get 
my "flamingos" in a row as I start this new position. I look forward to 
helping the association grow during my presidential term.

Now, I'd like to invite everyone to join us for Saltwater 2026, 
September 24–27, at the Island House Hotel in Orange Beach. 
Saltwater is all about making lasting memories, enjoying each other's 
company, and having lots of family friendly fun. I hope you'll make 
plans to join us... I can't wait to see everyone there!

Sincerely

Kim Odom
AJA President

A PARTNERSHIP
THAT PAYS

Join the 400+ retail partners nationwide
hosting lucrative buying events!

NO RISK.
FULL REWARD.

GENERATE
REVENUE

10%
COMMISSION

INCREASE
FOOT TRAFFIC

FREE 
ADVERTISING

HOST A BUYING EVENT

BOOK YOUR IN-STORE
EVENT TODAY!

What are you waiting for?

Visit NationalRarities.com or contact
Tyler.Schaefering@NationalRarities.com 

to get started.
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JM® Shipping Solution was built to protect high-value shipments—and that expertise extends 
beyond jewelry. From luxury goods and collectibles to watches and cards, JM Shipping Solution 
helps businesses seamlessly ship valuable items with confidence.

Protect. Streamline. Scale.
All in One Place.

Protect Your Inventory 
with JM Shipping Solution SCAN TO SEE HOW 

JM Shipping Solution
CAN HELP
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SALES & MANAGEMENT 
PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION

JA
 PRO

FESSIONAL CERTIFICATIO
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VALIDATE
your skills.

COMMUNICATE
your professionalism.

DIFFERENTIATE
your business.

Jewelers of America’s professional certification exams validate your staff’s expertise to national 
standards. No training required – just a test of the knowledge they already use every day. Certified 
employees are more confident, knowledgeable, and better equipped to guide customers through 
important purchases.

Choose from two levels in both Sales and Management tracks to match your team’s experience:

CSP

CSSP

CMP

CSMP

JA CERTIFIED SALES PROFESSIONAL (level 1) FREE for all JA Member Employees!

JA CERTIFIED SENIOR SALES PROFESSIONAL (level 2)

JA CERTIFIED MANAGEMENT PROFESSIONAL (level 1)

JA CERTIFIED SENIOR MANAGEMENT PROFESSIONAL (level 2)

Exams are online and available anytime – simple, flexible, and impactful. 
Don’t wait – certify your team today!

JEWELERS.ORG/CERTIFICATION
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20262026
AJA Design Competition

Avani Patel
Avani Rupa 

Fine Jewelers 
Birmingham, AL  

Custom Cut Obsidian 
and Amethyst set in

14kt wg

Steven Sherrer &  
Megan Sherrer-Neel

Lou’s Jewelry
Mobile, AL

Pearl and Natural 
Diamond “Acorn” 

Earrings

 CATEGORY 2 WINNER CATEGORY 1 WINNER

Michael Ryan 
Snuggs

Michael Ryan
Personal Jeweler 
Birmingham, AL

14kt white and rose gold 
custom cut pink tourmaline, 

natural diamonds, pearl 
enhancer.  Pearl strand with 
a custom diamond clasp.

Matt Davis 
Levy’s Fine Jewelry 

Birmingham, AL

Art Deco necklace 
centered by one 1.91 pear 
shape diamond GIA fancy 
light greenish yellow with 
24 single cut diamonds.  

The clasp has 7 eu 
diamonds on a 6x5.5mm 

akoya pearls strand.

o Category 1: Materials cost $1,000 & Under

o Category 3: Materials cost $3,001 & Over o Category 4

o Category 2: Materials cost between $1,001 & $3,000

 CATEGORY 3 WINNER
 & PEOPLE'S CHOICE  BEST IN SHOW
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2026 AJA Annual Convention
Birmingham, AL

April 24-26, 2026
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102nd Annual Convention
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At this year’s convention,  the AJA 
awarded two (2) scholarships in 
the amount of $500 each, to two 
AJA members for their continuing 
education in the jewelry industry. 

The winners were Grace Kennedy 
Bagwell with Hayes Jewelers in Mobile, 
AL and Jordan Carpenter with Doug 
Doggett Jewelers in Cullman, AL.

The 2026 Winners are…

Congratulations!Grace Kennedy Bagwell
Hayes Jewelers 

Mobile, AL

Jordan Carpenter
Doug Doggett Jewelers

Cullman, AL

Alabama Jewelers AssociationAlabama Jewelers Association
Scholarship ProgramScholarship Program

Alabama Jewelers AssociationAlabama Jewelers Association
Scholarship ProgramScholarship Program

Alabama Jewelers Association
Scholarship Program
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-One stop for delivery goods
-All essentials in stock
-Mined & lab available

PHONE: 404.386.1430
EMAIL: LL505@AOL.COMMIKE COMBS, OWNER

Premium Wholesale
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Bill Harrison
Regional Sales Manager

662.574.2467
billharrison@allisonkaufman.com
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Built Around the Way Jewelers 
Do Business. 

Evolving for the Future.
Trusted by thousands of jewelers today. 

You’re going to love what’s next. Let us show you.
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Revolutionizing Laser Welding

Improve Speed and Accuracy

Precision Controlled Laser
Welding Wire Dispenser.

Available in Preloaded Disposable
or Reloadable Models.

www.speedjeweler.com
1.866.999.5395

Pickens, Inc.

A Full Service Trade Shop
Serving Alabama Jewelers Since 1946

Walter H. Pickens, Jr.
President

480 East Paces Ferry Road, NE
Atlanta, GA 30305

Phone: 404-237-7885
Toll-Free: 800-776-8925

Fax: 404-231-0858
E-Mail: Walter@pickensinc.com

Welcome to our
Newest Members

Steven Lott - Heritage Appraisers Inc

Shail Madhvani - Simplexdiam Inc

Priyem Makim - Ashi

Sebastian Velasquez -

Inox Mens Jewelry

Justin Vanmatre -

Stratus Estate Buyers
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BORN IN THE USA
Two Great American Companies Celebrating One Great Nation

Victor
Sammy Turner | 205.908.1975 | sammy.turner@victorcorporation.com

Ostbye
Kerri Jones | 478.442.1006 | kerri.jones@ostbye.com

866.553.1515 800.543.1131

OCTOBER 16-19, 2026
MIAMI BEACH CONVENTION CENTER 

MIAMI BEACH, FL

LEARN MORE AT JISFALL26.COM/AJA

YOUR 
HOLIDAY 
SEASON 
STARTS 
HERE

YOUR 
HOLIDAY
SEASON 
STARTS 
HERE

YOUR 
HOLIDAY
SEASON 
STARTS 
HERE

team@georgiacarbon.com

www.georgiacarbon.com

 770-255-1777

Hank Blain 
404-955-4435
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AASH, L LC
(404) 402-2500

3300 Buckeye Rd, Ste 303
Atlanta, GA 30341

ADAM SCHAPER
AASHJEWELRY@GMAIL.COM
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Mark Your Calendars!Mark Your Calendars!
Calendar of Events 

Atlanta Jewelry Show 
Atlanta, GA 

August 21-23, 2026 

Select Jewelry Show 
Nashville, TN 

October 25-26, 2026 

Atlanta Jewelry Show 
Savannah, GA 
April 3-5, 2027 

Deadline 
Room Block for Saltwater 

August 24, 2026 

Deadline 
AJA Winter Newsletter Ads 

January 30, 2027 

AJA Annual Convention 
Birmingham, AL 
April 17-18, 2027 

Deadline 
Saltwater Gear 

September 7, 2026 

RJO 
Grapevine, TX 

February 19-22, 2027 

JCK 
Las Vegas, NV 
June 4-7, 2027 

AJA Saltwater 
Orange Beach, AL 

September 24-27, 2026 

IJO 
Charlotte, NC 

March 6-9, 2027 

RJO 
Kansas City, MO 
July 23-26, 2027 

JIS 
Miami Beach, FL 

October 16-19, 2026 

JIS 
Miami Beach, FL 
March 7-9, 2027 

IJO 
Washington, DC 
July 24-27, 2027 
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ALABAMA JEWELERS ASSOCIATION 
Attention:  Nancy Dawkins         2802 Lurleen B Wallace Blvd., Northport, AL. 35476  

Phone - (205) 526-5710     Email – Alabamajewelers@icloud.com      www.alabamajewelers.us 

 

2026 ALABAMA JEWELERS ASSOCIATION 
SALTWATER REGISTRATION FORM 

 
Island House Hotel– Orange Beach, AL  September 24 - September 27, 2026 

 
ROOM RESERVATIONS at www.alabamajewelers.us or Call (251)981-6100 Group Code 90L 

 AJA Special Convention Rates starting at $179.00 ROOM BLOCK DEADLINE AUGUST 24, 2026 
 

Name________________________________________ Spouse or Guest(s)_______________________________________________ 
            

Company______________________________________ Phone#______________________ Mobile#__________________________ 
 

Address_______________________________________________________  City__________________________________________  
 

State________________ Zip__________________ Email_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

FULL CONVENTION REGISTRATION:              # ____     @   $150.00 each = $___________ 
(Full Registration includes: Hospitality Suite Thursday, Friday & Saturday Nights, Saturday & Sunday Breakfast and Saturday Night Dinner) 
 

Thursday or Friday Night Only (Hospitality Only)             # ____     @   $45.00 each = $___________ 
 

Saturday Night Only (Hospitality & Dinner)                               # ____     @   $85.00 each = $___________  
 

Saturday & Sunday                                                                    # ____     @   $100.00 each = $___________ 
(Hospitality & Dinner on Saturday Night and Sunday Breakfast) 
  

Full Registration for Children (2-12 years)                              # ____     @   $65.00 each = $___________ 
 

   
DIETARY NEEDS: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Total Registration          $__________ 
 

 

Please list names for additional badges    ________________________     _______________________    _____________________ 
 
 

GOLF TOURNAMENT: Location & Time TBA          Please indicate # of Players_________  
 

 
Get your Saltwater Gear! Last day to order is September 7. 

 

 

 
Beach Towels - $25 Each 
 
Quantity ___________ 
 
Total $_____________ 

 

 
20oz Tumbler - $20 Each 
 
Quantity ____________ 
 
Total $______________ 
 

 

 
Neon Blue w/ Tassle Design 
Patch 
 
$25 Each 
 
Quantity ____________ 
 
Total $______________  

 
Navy/Stone Stitch w/ Circle 
Patch 
 
$25 Each 
 
Quantity ____________ 
 
Total $______________ 
 

 
 PAY OPTIONS: Check Enclosed ____   Quickbooks Invoice ____                                                                  
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