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Alabama Jewelers 
Association

Executive Director: Nancy Dawkins

1848 McFarland Boulevard
Northport, AL 35476

(205) 526-5710

alabamajewelers@icloud.com
Alabamajewelers.org

Annual Convention
April 5th - 7th

The Wynfrey Hotel
Birmingham, AL

We’re Bringing It Back
To Birmingham!
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President’s Message
Dear Alabama Jewelers Association Members,

 The Holiday Season is here. I hope that everyone has a great selling 
season. This is the time of year that we get our stores ready by getting our 
cases, stock, and personnel ready to excel.

 I want to let you know that AJA is doing the same by getting our 
new Board ready for a great new approach to how we help benefit 
our members and their staff. As you know, we are excited to return to 
Birmingham. The April convention will have one of the best lineups ever of 
guest speakers. We have geared this convention to the employees that 
make your business run smoothly. Sunday will be a great day to let your 
employees attend, with a program designed to help them make more 
sales with the knowledge they bring back. I encourage all members to let 
their employees attend. You will be pleased with what they bring back to 
your store with knowledge and enthusiasm.

 Thank you for your participation in AJA and have a prosperous Holiday 
Season!

Sincerely,
Marshall Sanford,
AJA President

President
Marshall Sanford

Hayes Jewelers
Mobile
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1.800.282.8436
DARLINGIMPORTS.COM

ORDERS@DARLINGIMPORTS.COM
@DarlingImports

@dar.imports

Darling      Imports

NEW YEAR.

NEW YOU.

NEW US.

Get it done
  with Darling!

The New DARLINGIMPORTS.COM 
Coming January 1, 2019

Change the way you order your color gemstones.

Make it this year’s resolution.
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AJA Executive Board of Directors
President

Marshall Sanford
Hayes Jewelers

Mobile, AL

Vice President
Bill Wismar

Wismar Jewelry
Fairhope, AL

Treasurer
Ryan Snuggs
Bromberg & Co.
Birmingham, AL

Executive Director
Nancy Dawkins

Nancy & Co. Fine Jewelers
Northport, AL

Secretary
Megan Sherrer-Neel

Lou’s Jewelry
Mobile, AL

AJA Past President Advisory Committee
Glenn Manning

Manning Jewelry
Foley, AL

Danny Clarke
Gold Art, Inc.

Mobile, AL

Jared Nadler
Levy’s Fine Jewelry

Birmingham, AL

John Poole
Hudson Poole Jewelers

Tuscaloosa, AL

Richard White
Ed White Jewelers

Cullman, AL

Gene Poole
Hudson Poole Jewelers

Tuscaloosa, AL

Doug Doggett
Doug Doggett Jewelers

Cullman, AL

Tim Sherrer
Lou’s Jewelry

Mobile, AL

AJA Associates Board
Judy Upton

Judy Carter & Associates
Renee Singer

Start to Finish
Arthur Back
Ashi Diamond

Steve Stricklin
Midwest Closeouts

Mark Smith
Southeastern Findings

Namano

Beverly Goddard
Royal Chain/Charles Garnier

Wilkerson

AJA Board of District Vice-Presidents
Maria Foote
Maria Jewelers

Opelika, AL

Cody Foote
Maria Jewelers

Opelika, AL

Joseph Denaburg
Levy’s Fine Jewelry

Birmingham, AL

Kim Odom
Doug Doggett Jewelers

Cullman, AL

We’re Bringing It Back To Birmingham!
Alabama Jewelers Association

Annual Convention
April 5th - 7th | The Wynfrey Hotel | Birmingham, AL

One Of Our Best Guest Speaker Lineups Ever!

This year’s speakers will discuss subjects targeting the employees that make
our businesses run smoothly...our sales associates and repair departments.

• LOW COST REGISTRATIONS •

Contact The Alabama Jewelers Association Today For More Information!

AJA Executive Director: Nancy Dawkins
(205) 526-5710

Alabamajewelers@icloud.com
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JANUARY 26-28, 2019
RJO

Nashville, TN

FEBRUARY 23-26, 2019
IJO

Phoenix, AZ

MARCH 2-4, 2019
Atlanta Jewelry Show

Atlanta, GA

APRIL 5-7, 2019
AJA Annual Convention

The Wynfrey Hotel
Birmingham, AL

MAY 29 & 30, 2019
Luxury by JCK

Las Vegas

MAY 31 - JUNE 3, 2019
JCK

Las Vegas

AUGUST 10-12, 2019
Atlanta Jewelry Show

Atlanta, GA

SEPTEMBER 26-29, 2019
AJA Saltwater Seminar

Island House Hotel
Orange Beach, AL

2019Calendar of Events

AJA Annual Convention
APRIL 5-7, 2019

Watch The Mail For Your Registration
Form Inside Our Special Annual

Convention Flier Coming In January!

800-343-1196 •• www.glinesandrhodes.com

REFINING SPECIALISTS TO THE JEWELRY INDUSTRY

KARAT 
STONE REMOVAL 

SWEEPS 
PLATINUM



What you don’t know – or think you know – 
about insurance for shipping jewelry could 
put you at risk if a package is damaged, lost 

or stolen.

Many jewelers who have policies with Jewelers Mutual 
are confused about things like:

• Carriers and options covered by their jewelers block  
   policy

• When they should obtain coverage through a carrier

• Why it sometimes makes sense to mix their block 
   policy with third-party coverage

Even if you feel confident about the way you ship 
(maybe because you started using JM Shipping 
Solution™), it’s worth reviewing your habits to see if 
they’ve become myths instead of best practices.

Disclaimer: Any coverage descriptions are a brief summary of 
coverage and are not part of any of the described insurance 
policies, nor a substitute for the actual policy language. Actual 
policy or endorsement language may change after publication 
of this post and should be referenced to determine coverage 
applicability and availability.

MYTH #1

It’s best to always select USPS Priority Mail Express, 
because it’s covered by a JM jewelers block policy.

While it’s true that next-day delivery with Priority Mail 
Express is covered with a JM jewelers block policy, 
that does not mean the option itself is less expensive. 
In the end, transit costs typically amount to $6-10 more 
than even two-day delivery — and carrier or third-
party coverage can be included at a low cost.

This is why you should plan ahead and shop around. 
Even after considering what you may save on 
insurance, you’ll be surprised how low your overall 
costs become when you compare carriers and their 
service options.

MYTH #2

It’s not necessary to purchase coverage when 
shipping with different carriers, because they’re all 
covered by a regular JM jewelers block policy.
Here’s a quick run-down of the most common options 
and if they are automatically covered:

UPS - NOT COVERED WITHOUT ENDORSEMENT

FedEx - NOT COVERED WITHOUT ENDORSEMENT
DHL - NOT COVERED WITHOUT ENDORSEMENT
USPS Priority Mail Express - COVERED
USPS Registered Mail™ - COVERED

Whether or not you have a policy with Jewelers 
Mutual, it’s important to confirm your specific policy 
language and limits with your trusted agent or broker.
Some jewelers ship with UPS or FedEx and never buy 
coverage because they believe they’re covered 
under their block policy. Unless an endorsement is 
added that goes beyond the USPS options, shipments 
with other carriers are not covered!

MYTH #3

It’s more expensive to add insurance through the 
carrier or third-party than to a JM jewelers block 
policy.

This myth isn’t completely true or false – sometimes it’s 
more expensive and other times it’s less.

There are multiple variables that are unique to every 
policy and shipment, and they all impact the cost of 
insurance. This is another reason why it’s important 
to review your policy and compare options.

For valuable packages where coverage isn’t 
automatically included on your block policy, it’s wise 
to place the risk with logistics providers simply because 
losing experience without a loss on a block policy can 
be detrimental in the long-run.

In other cases, it may just be easier to purchase the 
coverage with the carrier or third-party than to be 
approved for a temporary endorsement.

Article written by a team of Subject Matter Experts at 
Jewelers Mutual Insurance Group.
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Insurance for Shipping Jewelry:
3 Myths to Stop Believing
Brought To You By Jewelers Mutual Insurance Company

TAKE THE GUESSING GAME OUT OF INSURANCE
FOR SHIPPING JEWELRY

Ship smarter by using JM Shipping Solution™ to shop 
for coverage options and sync JM jewelers block 
policies to insure your packages.

There are many other features and benefits, and you 
can take advantage of the platform even if you’re 
not a JM policyholder.
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Save Time
Increase Laser

Welding Accuracy

www.speedjeweler.com • 1.866.999.5395

Reclaiming
All Karat Gold
Filings, Sweeps
Uncastable
Materials.

Refining 
All Polishing 
Buffs, Filters 
and All Raw 

Materials.

DLight Refiners 
RAW MATERIALS SPECIALIST

Dawn Light
Spot Cash Buyer

Best Service In The Business

Call for appointment or shipping instructions.        248-761-4949

Reclaiming
All Karat Gold
Filings, Sweeps
Uncastable
Materials.

Refining 
All Polishing 
Buffs, Filters 
and All Raw 

Materials.
Dawn Light
Spot Cash Buyer

Best Service In The Business

Call for appointment or shipping instructions.        248-761-4949

Reclaiming
All Karat Gold
Filings, Sweeps
Uncastable
Materials.

Refining 
All Polishing 
Buffs, Filters 
and All Raw 

Materials.

DLight Refiners 
RAW MATERIALS SPECIALIST

Dawn Light
Spot Cash Buyer

Best Service In The Business

Call for appointment or shipping instructions.        248-761-4949

Thank you for your business!

Reclaiming
All Karat Gold
Filings, Sweeps
Uncastable
Materials.

Refining 
All Polishing 
Buffs, Filters 
and All Raw 

Materials.
Dawn Light
Spot Cash Buyer

Best Service In The Business

Call for appointment or shipping instructions.        248-761-4949

Reclaiming
All Karat Gold
Filings, Sweeps
Uncastable
Materials.

Refining 
All Polishing 
Buffs, Filters 
and All Raw 

Materials.

DLight Refiners 
RAW MATERIALS SPECIALIST

Dawn Light
Spot Cash Buyer

Best Service In The Business

Call for appointment or shipping instructions.        248-761-4949

Thank you for your business!

P R O T E C T  Y O U R  B U S I N E S S .

G R O W  Y O U R  B U S I N E S S .

Judy Upton   |   Judy Carter & Associates, LLC   |   judy@judycarterandassociates.com   |   205-795-1221

Contact an agent in your area today!

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE ALABAMA  
JEWELERS ASSOCIATION

J E W E L E R S M U T U A L . C O M   |  800-558-6411

Annual Convention
April 5th - 7th  The Wynfrey Hotel

Birmingham, AL



Saltwater
2018
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Membership Makes A Difference!
Annual Convention

April 5th - 7th   The Wynfrey Hotel   Birmingham, AL

See You At Our



9

We’ve said it before and we’ll say it again...
MEMBERSHIP MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

And that will be more eveident than ever when we launch
the all new Alabamajewelers.org in January 2019!

Every MEMBER will be listed with a link to THEIR website!

You can register online for upcoming conventions, find info and pics 
from past conventions and stay up to date on any upcoming events!

COMING JANUARY 2019

Alabamajewelers.org
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It’s true! Here are some of the many benefits that 
come with an Alabama Jewelers Association 
membership:

• We are a non-profit association that promotes 
professionalism and high ethical standards of 
business practice in the jewelry trade.

• Our mission is to provide educational programs 
and services to improve the knowledge and skills 
of our members who share common goals in 
growing their business.

• Membership in AJA lends credibility and 
professionalism to your store and accentuates 
your image as a professional jeweler.

• COMING JANUARY 2019! A presence on the 
Alabamajewelers.org website with a link to your 
actual website.

• FedEx shipping savings of up to 42% available 
to retail jewelry members through our special 
state association discount program with FedEx.

• Annual spring convention features leading 
industry experts and educators to update 
you and your staff while enjoying professional 
networking and fellowship opportunities with 
other retail jewelers and suppliers.

• Annual jewelry design competition.

• Scholarships awarded annually to members 
and their employees to approved educators.

• Lifetime Member Award.

• Associate of the Year Award.

• Bi-Annual Newsletter.

• Annual Yearbook and Member Directory.

• Chance to win registration for 2 to the spring 
annual convention in Birmingham.
(Must join before December 31, 2018 to enter).

Membership Makes A Difference!

VISIT rdidiamonds.com CALL 800.874.8768

8,000+ Diamonds. All Shapes & All Sizes.
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Welcome New Members!
Rosemary Corte
Harvest Jewels

Eric Jones
Jones Brothers/Global Liquidators

Gene Lambert
Ancora/Artistry

Jason Miller
Diamond South

Mike Handley
Gems One

Christy Hughes
Time Investor

Jeff Yother
Victor Corp.

Steven Berkowitz
Sterling Reputation

Mitch Horowitz
Roseco

Jewelry Boutique
Florence, AL

Southern Gold, Silver & Jewelry
Fort Payne, AL

Gary K. Jewelers - Tennessee Valley Jewelry, Inc.
Madison, AL
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2018 Alabama Jewelers Association Sponsors
Jewelers Mutual Insurance Group
Jewelers of America
Levy’s Fine Jewelry 
Atlanta Jewelry Show
United Precious Metal Refining
Southeastern Findings/ Namano
Judy Carter & Associates
M.S. Gems
Georgia Diamond
Premium Wholesale—Mike Combs
Diamond Council of America
MDJ Advantage
Global Liquidators—Frank & Eric Jones
GN Diamond—Michael Greene
Berkley Asset Protection
Glines & Rhodes Precious Metals—Michelle Harmelink
Ashi & PGD—Arthur Back
Speedwire
Royal Chain Group—Beverly Goddard

Time Delay
SJO—The Buying Group
Star Gems, Inc.
Gottlieb & Sons—John Rowlett
Rhett Hartzog Company
Allison Kaufman—Allen Stricklin
Carpenter Diamond Distributors
Ancora & Artistry—Gene & Laura Lambert
Intercontinental Diamonds—Steve Ehrmann
Midwest Closeouts—Steve Stricklin
Time Investor, Inc.
Start-To-Finish
Oro International—Arthur Back
Pickens, Inc. 
Fallaize Insurance
Southern Jewelry News
Kim International—Bill Harrison
Tracy Pearls by Rebecca
Luxury

Inventory is acquired from a variety
of relationships built over decades...

• Diversified Fine Jewelry Collections
• Antique & Estate Fine Jewelry
• Overruns & Closeouts
• Manufacturer Surplus
• Opportunities Offered Below Market

You Can Call It Closeouts... 
        You Can Call It Surplus... 
               Smart Retailers Call It Profit! 

mdjadvantage.com                                                              Call David Haverly  615.594.6583

Get email updates on our latest pieces and specials!
Visit promo.mdjadvantage.com

ALLEN STRICKLIN
REGIONAL SALES MANAGER

e.  astricklin@allisonkaufman.com
c.  205-410-1931

t.  (800) 800-8908 | f.  (818) 373-5150 | AllisonKaufman.com

7640 HASKELL AVENUE • VAN NUYS • CA 91406

Midwest Closeouts

steve striCklin
stryker52@att.net

(205) 601-8483



SAPPHIRE SKIES
Jewelers Mutual Insurance Group

EMERALD WATERS
United Precious Metal Refining

PEARL BEACHES
Atlanta Jewelry Show
Levy’s Fine Jewelry

TOPAZ TANS
Diamond Council of America
Southeastern Findings / Namano
Judy Carter & Associates
Georgia Diamond
MDJ Advantage
Global Liquidators / Frank & Eric Jones
GN Diamond

CORAL REEFS
MS Gems
Royal Chain / Beverly Goddard
Speedwire
Glines & Rhodes / Michelle Harmelink

OPAL SHELLS
Time Delay
Start to Finish
Southern Jewelry News
Carpenter Distributors
Intercontinental Diamond
Gottlieb & Sons / John Rowlett
Allison Kaufman / Allen Stricklin
Ashi Diamond / Arthur Back
Midwest Closeouts / Steve Stricklin
Rhett Hartzog Company
Ancora, Artistry / Gene & Laura Lambert
Kim International / Bill Harrison
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Saltwater 2018 Sponsors

Once again we will have exciting sponsorship levels for 
this event. Sponsorship levels include Platinum, 24KT 
Gold, 14KT Gold, Silver, Bronze and Pewter. Please 
consider being a 2019 sponsor.

For more information on how to be a sponsor, please 
contact the AJA office at Alabamajewelers@icloud.com 
or 205-526-5710.

Want To Be An
Annual Convention Sponsor?

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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Pickens, Inc.
Jewelers

480 East Paces Ferry Road, NE
Atlanta, GA 30305

404-237-7885 • FAX: 404-231-0858 • 800-776-8925
E-Mail: Walter@pickensinc.com

Walter H. Pickens, Jr.
President

Dried Beef Cheese Ball

3 8 Ounce Packages Cream Cheese - Softened
1 Jar Dried Beef
1 4.5 Oz. Can Sliced Mushrooms
3 Teaspoons Accent Seasoning
3 Green Onions, Chopped

Combine dried beef, onions and mushrooms in a food pro-
cessor. Chop finely. Mix all ingredients together (best if 
hand-mixed). Make the day before. Serve with crackers.

Chicken & Wild Rice Soup

2 Tablespoons Butter
1 Large Onion, Finely Chopped
2 Carrots, Peeled & Finely Chopped
2 Medium Garlic Cloves, Minced
12 Cups Chicken Broth
2 Boxes Uncle Ben’s
   Chicken Wild Rice Blend
1 1/2 Pounds Cooked,
   Diced Chicken
4 Oz. Onion & Chive Cream Cheese

Heat butter. Add onion, celery, carrots and garlic. 
Cook, stirring often, until ingredients are softened, about 
10 minutes. Add broth, rice and seasoning packet from 
rice. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat to medium low and 
cover, Simmer about 25 minutes. Add chiecken and cook 
10 minutes. Stir in cream cheese. Season with salt and 
pepper to your taste. Serve with cornbread.

Easy Cornbread

1 1/2 Cups Self Rising Cornmeal
1/2 Cup Self Rising Flour
1 1/2 Cups Buttermilk*
1/2 Cup Canola Oil
2 Tablespoons Canola Oil For Skillet

Preheat oven to 400. Pour 2 tablespoons oil in a black iron 
skillet. Swirl around skillet. Put skillet in oven to heat while oven is 
preheating. Mix cornmeal and flour together. Add buttermilk and oil. 
Batter will have small lumps. Pour batter into heated skillet. Bake for 
20 to 25 minutes until golden brown.
*You can use whole milk instead of buttermilk.
 Just add 1 teaspoon of vinegar to the milk and stir.

Recipes
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Membership Makes A Difference!
AND SO DO OUR MEMBERS!

To All Of Our 2018 Advertisers... Thank You!

6 Office Park Cir #308, Mountain Brook, AL 35223
Phone: (205) 795-1221
email: Judy@judycarterandassociates.com

Products You Need ... People You Can Trust

300 Vestavia Parkway, Suite 3450  •  Birmingham AL  35216 
Phone: (205) 795-1221  •  email: Judy@judycarterandassociates.com

Judy Carter & Associates

ADS – Advanced Detection Security Mobile
Allison Kaufman
Amergem
Atlanta Jewelry Show (AJS)
BB&T
Benchmark
Cargo Hold/ Southern Gates
Carpenter Distributors
Cas-Ker Co
Citizen Watch Brand
CoStar
Darling Imports
Diamond Council of America
DLight Refiners
Gems One
Genuine Gems
Georgia Diamond
Glines & Rhodes Precious Metals
Global Liquidators
GN Diamond
Gottlieb & Sons
Imperial Pearls
Intercontinental Diamonds
Jewelers for Children
Jewelers Mutual Insurance
Jewelers of America
Jewelry LED

Judy Carter & Associates
Kim International
LaFonn
Levy’s Fine Jewelers
Luxury
McTeigue
MDJ Advantage
Midwest Closeouts
MS Gems
Olympian Diamonds
Pickens, Inc.
Pink Diamond
RDI Diamonds
Royal Chain Group
Southeastern Findings/ Namano 
Southern Jewelry News
Southern Jewelry Services 
Speedwire
Sterling Reputation
Stuller
Time Delay
United Precious Metal Refining 
VEER
Victor Corporation
Virgo Star
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