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Opelika, AL
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Maria Jewelers
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Nancy & Co. Fine Jewelers
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Mountain Brook, AL
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Judy Upton
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Birmingham, AL

Steve Stricklin
Birmingham, AL
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Birmingham, AL
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JIS Shows

Norwalk, CT
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The Luxury Bee

Atlanta, GA

Trey Prichard
American Ring Source

Ooltewah, TN
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MS Gems

Atlanta, GA
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President
Megan Sherrer-Neel

Lou’s Jewelry
Mobile, AL

AJA President’s MessageAJA President’s Message
Thank you, Alabama Jewelers, for making our 100th Anniversary 

celebration one to remember. Our April convention marked our 
100th year as an organization. I would like thank Nancy and the 
AJA Board, for making this a celebration like no other. Of course, 
we could not have made this a successful event without every 
one of our sponsors and advertisers. I would like to express my 
gratitude to those who attended the convention. I hope it was one 
you will never forget.

Let’s keep celebrating our 100th anniversary during annual 
“Saltwater Seminar.” This is our fall convention at The Island House 
Hotel in Orange Beach. There is nothing like the white beaches 
of Alabama and the cool saltwater, all while soaking up the sun. 
Saltwater is the most relaxing, laid-back, family friendly weekend. 
Growing up in AJA, this was the weekend that I looked forward to 
the most. What’s not to love about getting out of school and/or 
work on Friday and playing on the beach all weekend long. Please 
join us this September 26-29th, in Orange Beach at the Island 
House Hotel. Bring your family and let’s keep celebrating at the 
beautiful beaches of Alabama.

Megan Sherrer-Neel
Megan Sherrer-Neel
AJA President

Welcome to the AJA Board

Avani Patel
Avani Rupa Fine Jewelers

Mountain Brook, AL

Regional VP 

Welcome to our
Newest Members

Avani Patel - Avani Rupa Fine Jewelers

Brian Lane - American Ring Source

Jennifer Beagle - Bufkor

Chuck Frey - Charles Frey & Co

Hank Blain - Created Brilliance

Jessica Markas - Jewelers Mutual

Justin VanMatre - National Rarities

Rachel DeSimone - Podium
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The Zing® Diamond Marketplace: 
A One-Stop Shop for All Your Diamond Needs

Brought to you by subject matter experts at Jewelers Mutual Insurance Group.

Finding the perfect diamond 
for your customers can be a 

time-consuming task. Zing by 
Jewelers Mutual® streamlines 
this process with the Zing 
Diamond Marketplace, a one-stop 
shop for both natural and lab-
grown diamonds. The Diamond 
Marketplace offers a vast selection 
and intuitive search tools, 
empowering jewelers to find the 
ideal diamond for every unique 
creation—and, it’s free to use!

The Zing Diamond Marketplace is 
more than just a diamond-sourcing 
platform; it's a comprehensive 
suite designed to empower your 
business. By streamlining the 
diamond selection process, Zing 
allows you to dedicate more time 
and resources to crafting exquisite 
jewelry pieces. The platform's 
user-friendly interface eliminates 
the need for extensive training, so 
you can integrate it seamlessly into 
your workflow.

Gone are the days of scouring 
multiple suppliers. The Diamond 
Marketplace boasts an impressive 
inventory of over half a million 
diamonds . This comprehensive 
offering caters to the evolving 
preferences of today's consumers. 
More than this, each diamond 
is certified and authenticated, 
providing peace of mind and the 
assurance of quality.

The marketplace features a 
user-friendly interface that allows 
jewelers to filter their search based 
on a variety of criteria. The filters 
let you narrow down the options 
by shape, carat weight, color 
grade, clarity grade and price. 
This level of granularity ensures 
jewelers can find diamonds that 
match their customers' desires and 
budget. 

The Zing Diamond Marketplace 
goes beyond just selection and 
convenience. For their  natural 
diamond selection, the Diamond 
Marketplace has partnered with 
IDEX, a trusted industry leader, 
to ensures the authenticity and 
quality of every diamond listed. 
IDEX's rigorous verification 
process provides jewelers with 
peace of mind, knowing they are 
sourcing their natural diamonds 
from reputable and reliable sellers 
worldwide . For their lab-grown 
diamonds, the Zing Diamond 
Marketplace offers a white 
labeled solution of certified and 
authenticated lab grown diamonds 
with all-inclusive delivered pricing.

The Zing Diamond Marketplace 
offers several additional benefits:

• Competitive Pricing: With a 
vast pool of suppliers, jewelers can 
compare prices and find the best 
deals for their customers.

• Streamlined Workflow: The 
marketplace eliminates the need to 
contact multiple suppliers, saving 
jewelers valuable time and effort.

• Enhanced Customer 
Experience: The ability to source 
diamonds quickly and efficiently 
allows jewelers to focus on 
providing exceptional customer 
service.

• Real-Time Updates: Zing 
Diamond Marketplace keeps you 
informed every step of the way. 
From the moment you place 
your order, you'll receive status 
updates detailing the progress 
of your diamond's journey, all the 
way to its secure delivery to your 
doorstep.

The Zing Diamond Marketplace 
is a valuable resource for jewelers 
seeking to streamline their 
diamond sourcing process. With its 
extensive inventory, user-friendly 
interface, and commitment to 
quality, the marketplace empowers 
jewelers to find an excellent 
diamond for every customer, 
all within the Zing platform's 
comprehensive suite of business 
solutions.

For more information on the Zing 
Diamond Marketplace, and other 
business solutions to help you 
sparkle, visit JewelersMutual.com/
Solutions.
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THE ISLAND
HOUSE HOTEL

ORANGE BEACH, AL

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 & FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
 
5:00–10:00PM	 Hospitality Suite Opens ............................................................................................10th Floor
	 Check-In, Receive Badge, Enjoy Refreshments and Snacks

	 Dinner On Your Own

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

6:00-10:30AM 	 Breakfast Buffet.............................................................................The Beachside Bistro & Bar

9:00AM 	 AJA Board Members and Past Presidents Meeting.............................................Gulf Room 
	 If You Presently Serve on The Board Attendance Is Required

FREE DAY	 Enjoy the Beach, Pools, Shopping, Zoo and Amusement Parks

5:00–6:30PM	 Hospitality Suite Opens ............................................................................................10th Floor

6:30PM	 Cocktail Reception (Casual Dress).......................................................................Gulf Room

7:00PM	 Gulf Room Dinner (Casual Dress).........................................................................Gulf Room

8:30-10:00PM	 Hospitality Suite Opens.............................................................................................10th Floor

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

6:00-10:30AM 	 Breakfast Buffet.............................................................................The Beachside Bistro & Bar

AGENDAAGENDA

The Saltwater 2024 Registration Form is on Page 27 of this Newsletter. 

SEPT. 26 - 29

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION:
CONTACT CONVENTION COORDINATOR - NANCY DAWKINS (205) 526-5710
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20242024
AJA Design Competition

Billie Maske 
Levy’s Fine Jewelry

Birmingham, AL 

A Circular Pietersite 
bezel set in 18kt yg with 
a sterling silver crescent 
moon on the front and a 
full moon on the back.

Avani Patel
Avani Pupa Fine Jewelers

Mountain Brook, AL

Natural emerald and 
natural diamonds 

necklace set in 14kt 
white and yellow gold.

o Category 1: Materials cost $1,000 & Under

o Category 3: Materials cost $3,001 & Over

Avani Patel
Avani Pupa Fine Jewelers

Mountain Brook, AL

Custom design eternity 
band featuring natural 
emeralds and round 

citrines set in 14kt rose 
gold, 2 cts of emeralds 
(approx .20 its each) 

and .70 ct citrines.

Anthony Isbell
Isbell Jewelers

Birmingham, AL

Gents two tone diamond 
band with 23 pieces 

individually made and 
assembled containing 

18 diamonds at
.25cts each

o Category 2: Materials cost between $1,001 & $3,000

o CAD/CAM: Cost of materials may vary

                         BEST IN SHOW

 CATEGORY 2 WINNER

 CATEGORY 4 WINNER
 (CAD/CAM)

 CATEGORY 1 WINNER
 •PEOPLE'S CHOICE•

 CATEGORY 3 WINNER

Nancy Dawkins
Nancy & Co. Fine Jewelers

Northport, AL

Custom 14kt white gold ring with 22.80 ct Swiss blue 
topaz flanked by 1.50 cts round natural diamonds.
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April 12-14, 2024
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The Grand Bohemian Hotel
Mountain Brook, AL
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Celebrating 100 Years
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1924-2024

Lifetime
Membership

 Award

Past Presidents Group



Our 2024 Sponsors & Advertisers
AJA is grateful to our Sponsors, Advertisers, and the many Supporters who 

help make our Association possible.

JEWELERS MUTUAL	
LEVY'S FINE JEWELRY	
JUDY CARTER & ASSOCIATES - Judy Upton
SHR PRECIOUS METALS, INC - Steve Hartz
JEWELERS OF AMERICA	
JIS/JCK	
VICKEN'S JEWELRY MANUFACTURING	
AMERICAN RING SOURCE - Trey Prichard
BENCHMARK	
GLOBAL LIQUIDATORS - Frank and Eric Jones
NATIONAL RARITIES - Justin Vanmatre
PODIUM - Rachel Desimone
THE EDGE	
TIME DELAY	
CREATED BRILLIANCE - Hank Blain
UNITED PRECIOUS METALS REFINING INC	
ATLANTA JEWELRY SHOW	
CHARLES FREY & CO INC - Chuck Frey
DARLING IMPORTS - Konrad Darling
NAMANO/SOUTHEASTERN - Isaac Webster
PICKENS, INC - Walter Pickens, Jr
PREMIUM WHOLESALE, LLC - Mike Combs
ROYAL CHAIN GROUP - Beverly Goddard
SPEEDWIRE - Glenn Manning
STAR GEMS, INC - Anish Desai
DM KORDANSKY - Debra Kordansky
ALLISON KAUFMAN - Bill Harrison
KIM INTERNATIONAL - Tim Watts
INTERCONTINENTAL DIAMONDS - Steve Ehrmann
UNEEK - John Rowlett
OVERNIGHT MOUNTINGS	

SAMUEL SPIL - Joseph Spil
BUFKOR - Jenn Beagle
EQUITY DIAMOND BROKERS - Fred Hoffman
FANA JEWELRY - Bobby Jain
IDD USA, LLC - Jemini Joshi
IMPERIAL PEARL	
LAFONN	
MERCURY RING - Harsh Jain
MS GEMS
ROYAL CHAIN/ WILKERSON/CHARLES GARNIER/
MONDRIAN COLLECTION - Beverly Goddard
START TO FINISH - Steve & Renee Singer
STERLING REPUTATION - Steve Berkowitz
VAHAN - Melianie Futrell
AASH, LLC - Adam Schaper
CARPENTER DISTRIBUTORS - John Carpenter
VICTOR - Jeff Yother
KEEP ME CONNECTED - Tiffany Gonzalez
SOUTHERN JEWELERS SERVICE - Gary Woods
ELAN JEWELS - Gene Lambert
VIRGO STAR, INC - Arvind Zaveri
TRACY PEARLS BY REBECCA - Rebecca Shemwell
AIDEN JEWELRY - Uzi Bahar
AIYA DESIGNS/LUSTOR
RAYMOND MAZZA - Lou Mazza
SPARKLING INSIGHTS - Rita Wade
BRILLIANT ELEMENT'S - Allan Cagle
RHETT HARTZOG COMPANY - Rhett & Cindy Hartzog
L&S JEWELRY - Larry & Stephanie Popovich
THE LUXURY BEE - Ashleigh Brooks

Celebrating 100 Years

Thank You!
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At this year’s convention, the AJA awarded two 
(2) scholarships in the amount of $500 each, to two 
AJA members for their continuing education in the 
jewelry industry. 

The winners were Becky Sampson (pictured) of 
Hobbs Jewelers in Athens, AL and Shannah Averette 
of Hudson Poole Fine Jewelers in Tuscaloosa, AL.

AJA
Scholarship Program

The 2024 
Winners are…

Congratulations!
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ARS
A m e r i c a n  R i n g  S o u r c e

Suppor t i ng  the  Ne twork  o f  I ndependen t  Jewe le r s

AMERICAN  
RING SOURCE

WHY PARTNER WITH

Flexible Financing:
Up to 6 months 

Deferred Financing 

1 to 1 Trade Out:
Inventory Turn 
Management

Fully Supported 
Inventory for Your 
Marketing Needs

 Full Service 
Custom Design 

Team

 Fashion Forward. 
Reliable Consistency. 

Beautiful Product 



CFCO 255 AJA Summer Newsletter 3.625x4.875 v2.indd   1CFCO 255 AJA Summer Newsletter 3.625x4.875 v2.indd   1 6/20/24   10:30 AM6/20/24   10:30 AM
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Pickens, Inc.

A Full Service Trade Shop
Serving Alabama Jewelers Since 1946

Walter H. Pickens, Jr.
President

480 East Paces Ferry Road, NE
Atlanta, GA 30305

Phone: 404-237-7885
Toll-Free: 800-776-8925

Fax: 404-231-0858
E-Mail: Walter@pickensinc.com

Bill Harrison
(662) 574-2467 Mobile
(800) 800-8908 Main
AllisonKaufman.com

7640 Haskell Ave., Van Nuys, California 91406

Jenn Beagle
Regional Sales Manager

1955 Lakeway Dr. Ste 210
Lewisville, TX 75057
M. 945.270.5920
jdb@vassiglobal.com

Bufkor.com

FIXTURES • DISPLAYS • PACKAGING
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Revolutionizing Laser Welding

Improve Speed and Accuracy

Precision Controlled Laser
Welding Wire Dispenser.

Available in Preloaded Disposable
or Reloadable Models.

www.speedjeweler.com
1.866.999.5395

Beverly GoddardBeverly Goddard
Royal Chain Group /Royal Chain Group /

Charles Garnier / WilkersonCharles Garnier / Wilkerson
Mondrian CollectionMondrian Collection

(662) 416-2146(662) 416-2146
Beverlygoddard@bellsouth.netBeverlygoddard@bellsouth.net

Your Point Price Leader
1-800-438-1714    

Lindas@samuelspil.com    www.SamuelSpil.com

PHONE: 404.386.1430
EMAIL: LL505@AOL.COM

-One stop for delivery goods
-All essentials in stock
-Mined & lab available

PHONE: 404.386.1430
EMAIL: LL505@AOL.COM

-One stop for delivery goods
-All essentials in stock
-Mined & lab available
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Join Jewelers of America today to access the 
benefits of membership - and stand with us to help 

improve consumer confidence in the jewelry industry.

Frank, Eric, & David Jones
135 Riverchase Pkwy East

Hoover, AL 35244
205-682-0072
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AASH, L LC
(404) 402-2500

3300 Buckeye Rd, Ste 303
Atlanta, GA 30341

ADAM SCHAPER
AASHJEWELRY@GMAIL.COM

OCTOBER 6–9, 2024
MIAMI BEACH CONVENTION CENTER, MIAMI BEACH, FL

JIS Fall offers a unique opportunity to connect with leading suppliers from around the globe, ensuring your 
showcases are stocked with the finest inventory ahead of the holiday rush. From timeless classics to 
cutting-edge designs, discover a diverse range of wholesale products including gold, diamonds, silver, 
fashion pieces, loose stones, and much more. Join us to cultivate meaningful connections, transact business 

seamlessly, and stay ahead of industry trends within the supportive atmosphere of the JIS community.

JISFALL2024.COM/AJA
LEARN MORE AT

SAVE THE DATE

2020



WANT TO BE AN CONVENTION SPONSOR?
Contact Nancy Dawkins at 205-526-5710

or Alabamajewelers@icloud.com

 DIAMOND  PLATINUM  24kt GOLD  14kt GOLD  EMERALD  RUBY  SAPPHIRE  SILVER
SPONSORSHIP LEVELS ARE: 

REGISTER
NOW!

SEPT. 26 - 29

The Saltwater 2024 Registration Form is on Page 27 of this Newsletter. 
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A Complete Solution for Jewelry Store Management

Point of Sale
Management Tools

Build a Dynamic 
Inventory

Nurture Customer
Relationships

Manage Store
Services

Actionable
Reports

Integrated
Partners

Providing the Tools & Knowledge to Build a Better Business

1-855-TRY-EDGE   |   sales@ajsllc.com  |  www.theedgeforjewelers.com

The Edge AL Jewelers Ad 2024.indd   1The Edge AL Jewelers Ad 2024.indd   1 6/20/24   4:45 PM6/20/24   4:45 PM

VISIT THE AJA WEBSITE!

EVERY Member is listed with a link to THEIR website!

You can register online for upcoming conventions, sign-up to 
receive our digital newsletter, find infomation and photos from 

past conventions, and stay up-to-date on our upcoming events!

AlabamaJewelers.us

We’ve said it before and we’ll say it again...We’ve said it before and we’ll say it again...
MEMBERSHIP MAKES A DIFFERENCE!MEMBERSHIP MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

Join Our Private Facebook Group
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JEFF YOTHER  |  256-390-5582
jyother2@gmail.com

www.victorcorporation.com  |  800-543-1131

fredh@equitydiamondbrokers.com

O
ce: 800-367-9213 / 
513-793-4760

Cell: 513-368-4011

9563 Montgomery Rd
Suite 103

Cincinnati, OH 45242

Fred Ho�man
www.EquityDiamondBrokers.com

equity  diamond  brokers

Ateet Shah 
President

www.mercuryring.com
ateetshah@ud-ny.com

D: 212.457.2407   M: 206.455.5196

Harsh Jain 
Vice President - Sales  
www.mercuryring.com
harsh.jain@ud-ny.com

D: 646.757.3266   M: 347.239.0855 

Ateet Shah 
President

www.mercuryring.com
ateetshah@ud-ny.com

D: 212.457.2407   M: 206.455.5196

Harsh Jain 
Vice President - Sales  
www.mercuryring.com
harsh.jain@ud-ny.com

D: 646.757.3266   M: 347.239.0855 
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A PARTNERSHIP
THAT PAYS

Join the 300+ retail partners nationwide
hosting lucrative buying events!

NO RISK.
FULL REWARD.

GENERATE
REVENUE

10%
COMMISSION

INCREASE
FOOT TRAFFIC

FREE 
ADVERTISING

HOST A BUYING EVENT

BOOK YOUR IN-STORE
EVENT TODAY!  

What are you waiting for?

Visit NationalRarities.com or contact
Tyler.Schaefering@NationalRarities.com 

to get started.



IJO
Chicago, IL

July 13-16, 2024

RJO
St Louise, MO

August 3-5, 2024

Prime Jewelry Group
Boston, MA

August 12-13, 2024
 

Atlanta Jewelry Show
Cobb Galleria Center

Atlanta, GA
August 24-26, 2024

Saltwater Room Block Deadline 
August 25, 2024

AJA Saltwater 2024
Island House Hotel

September 26-29, 2024
 

JIS Fall 2024
Miami Beach

Convention Center
October 6-9, 2024

 
AJA Winter

Newsletter Deadline
January 15, 2025

RJO
Phoenix, AZ

February 22-24, 2025

IJO
Palm Springs, CA
March 1-4, 2025

 
Atlanta Jewelry Show
Cobb Galleria Center

Atlanta, GA
March 14-16, 2025

JIS Spring
Miami Beach

Convention Center
March 8-11, 2025

AJA Annual Convention
Deadline

April 1, 2025 

AJA Convention
Renaissance Montgomery

Hotel and Spa
Montgomery, AL
April 25-27, 2025

2024 - 20252024 - 2025
Calendar of EventsCalendar of Events
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2024 ALABAMA JEWELERS ASSOCIATION 
SALTWATER REGISTRATION FORM 

Island House Hotel– Orange Beach, AL  September 26 - September 29, 2024     
  

ROOM RESERVATIONS at www.alabamajewelers.us or Call (251)981-6100 Group Code 90L 
 AJA Special Convention Rates starting at $179.00  ROOM BLOCK DEADLINE AUGUST 25, 2024 

 
Name______________________________ Spouse or Guest(s)___________________________________ 
            
Company___________________________ Phone#_________________ Mobile#____________________ 
 
Address________________________________________________  City___________________________  
 
State________________ Zip_________ Email________________________________________________ 
(Please fill-in all information for our files)                                (must be included) 
 
FULL CONVENTION REGISTRATION:            # ____     @   $150.00 each = $___________ 
(Full Registration includes: Hospitality Suite Thursday, Friday & Saturday Nights, Saturday & Sunday Breakfast Buffet and Saturday Night Dinner) 
 
Thursday or Friday Night Only (Hospitality Only)              # ____     @   $45.00 each = $___________ 
 
Saturday Night Only (Hospitality & Dinner)                       # ____     @   $85.00 each = $___________  
 
Saturday & Sunday                                                           # ____     @ $100.00 each = $___________ 
(Hospitality & Dinner on Saturday Night and Sunday Breakfast Buffet ) 
  
Full Registration for Children (2-12 years)                          # ____     @   $65.00 each = $___________ 
 
                                                                                             Total Registration          $__________ 
Please list names for additional badges  ________________________     _____________________    ____________________ 
 
DIETARY NEEDS______________________________________________________________________ 
 
GOLF TOURNAMENT: Location & Time TBA   (We will contact you in September.) 
Please indicate # of Players____  
 

Saltwater 2024 Gear 

 

 
*20oz Skinny Tumbler  
$20 Each 
 
Quanitity ______ 
 

 

 
*Quick Dry Beach Towel 
$25 Each 
 
Quanitity ________ 

*Saltwater gear needs to be paid with a check or cash. 3% will be added for credit cards through quickbooks. 
 
 PAY OPTIONS:  
 Check Enclosed ____   Quickbooks Invoice ____      
 
Mobile Number for Convention Updates __________________________ 
 

 ALABAMA JEWELERS ASSOCIATION 
Attention:  Nancy Dawkins         2802 Lurleen B Wallace Blvd., Northport, AL. 35476 

Phone - (205) 526-5710     Email – Alabamajewelers@icloud.com      www.alabamajewelers.us 
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