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The Witness 
And Jesus came and said to them, “All author‐
ity in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all na‐
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Fa‐
ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have com‐
manded you. And behold, I am with you al‐
ways, to the end of the age.”  
                                               Matthew 28:18‐20 ESV  
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“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a 
yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1). 
 
We celebrate this month because of the freedoms and liberties our country has afford-
ed us. We are right to do this. We should be thankful for these liberties – the freedom 
to gather together to worship and to live out what believe in our daily lives.  
 
But freedom and liberty in our age have devolved. It has become a freedom from duty 
instead of a freedom for it. Indeed, freedom and liberty in our age has turned into li-
centiousness – a license to do what we want, when we want. This license is a submis-
sion again to a yoke of slavery. For freedom as license to do what we desire when we 
desire it means we are slaves to our desires and slaves to our passions.  
 
Christ died to set us free from our desires. In Holy Baptism, our Old Adam is drowned 
and put to death along with all sin and evil desires so that a new man may arise and 
live before God in righteousness and purity. In Christ, we are a new creation. We are 
set free from the passions of the flesh so that we are free to do our duty and bear 
fruits of the Spirit.  
 
Our duty is what God calls us to do as members of a family, society, and the Church. 
God calls us to believe in His Word and gladly hear and learn it. He calls us to pray for 
all people. He calls us to live in faith toward Him and in fervent love for our neighbor. 
He calls us to put the gifts He gives to us in His service. God calls parents provide for 
their children and raise them in the fear and admonition of the Lord.  
 
And God calls children to honor their parents and provide and care for them when 
they are no longer able to do so themselves. God calls the government to punish 
those who do evil and to reward those who do good. He calls citizens to pay their tax-
es and honor the governing officials as God’s servants. He calls pastors to preach and 
teach the Gospel, repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And He calls hearers to sup-
port those who teach them with every good thing.  
 
Christ died to set us free from the works of our selfish flesh, giving us the freedom and 
liberty to do our duty. Stand firm, then, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.  
 
LCMS Stewardship Ministry 
LCMS.com 

        Volume 6 No. 7 
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The Power of the Word  
 

 
Just the other day, I was greeted by this sign. 
The artists and messengers are Adrian and 
younger sister, Hadley. Their parents, church, 
and school have taught well. It’s an example of 
the power of the Word which overflows to others. 
Adrian and Hadley couldn’t just keep it inside or 
for themselves. I was moved and encouraged.  
 
These are days of religious confusion in our cul-
ture, nation, the world, and yes, in the church, 
our church. And as Jesus says, “the love of 

many will grow cold” (Matthew 24:12). Is that an issue for us? In too many places of 
the church we have an unhealthy internal focus which can wear us out or become 
idolatry of self or institution. Lord forgive me! Lord forgive us! Where Jesus and His 
Gospel is spoken, there is the “power of God unto salvation” (Romans 1:16).  
 
If we have lost our zeal for witnessing it is not because Jesus has not lost His love for 
those outside His Church. I believe that every relationship ultimately will lead to a spir-
itual conversation of some kind. It may take a while, but people have spiritual ques-
tions and may not even know it. We do! We do not have control over what the Gospel 
does, but talking about the Word and work of Jesus for us sinners is never a waste. 
Friends, the Gospel still works!  
 
Pastors bear witness in the public ministry. Commissioned workers have a significant 
witnessing role. But every laywoman and layman is on the front line of communicating 
the message. Yes, so are Adrian, Hadley, and their faith-filled mom and dad. Yes, it 
can be messy and slow, but the Word works! We speak of the reconciling work of Je-
sus in our congregations, schools, and homes. He takes our garbage and gives us 
clean conscience and confidence as we live and die. This witness to the Risen Savior 
spills out into our conversations inside the church in our relationships, communities, 
and world.  
 
“For where Christ is not preached, there is no Holy Spirit to create, call and gather the 
Christian Church, apart from which no one can come to the Lord Christ.” (Large Cate-
chism of Martin Luther)  
 
After we listen, we get to speak. We speak of what Jesus has done and is doing. I 
would love for the NID to be known for a passion for personal and corporate witness 
to the Crucified and Risen Christ!  
 
Rev. Dr. Allan R. Buss, President  
LCMS Northern Illinois District  
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Where Mites Go 
 

Christ for You, Anytime, Anywhere 
$60,000 

 
Since 1924, KFUO has been reaching people far and 
wide with the message of Jesus Christ by using the 
latest technology. In the last century, technology has 
advanced at an unprecedented rate and continues to 
develop with each new year. Incorporating the new-
est forms of communication methods into KFUO’s 
ministry, they can more effectively reach the young-
er generation and the generations to come with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Even our Nation’s military 
can listen wherever they are stationed. Aging family 
and friends who are confined to their homes can still 
be gathered to the Word through an iPad or similar 
device. Prison Ministry also utilizes KFUO as an ef-
fective way of sharing the Gospel. This grant will 
assist the station in sharing the gospel and staying 
current in the digital age.   

 
Testimonies from Around the World: 

Kenya 
 

Firstly, we have a mum in our church who has a 
teenage daughter who had developed deviant behav-
ior and was never attending church. The mother has 
been trusting God for her transformation. Early this 
year the mother approached me to pray for her 
daughter who she claimed was undergoing depres-
sion and was also exhibiting suicidal traits. We 
prayed, then later brought her in for counseling. I 
also gave her one of the books that you sent, that 
talks about how to overcome depression. Am happy 
to report that she later gave her life to Christ and 
she now fellowships with us. 
 

We so much appreciate your help and support. May 
the Lord open more doors. God bless you. 

HOW DID OUR FOUNDERS  
ENVISION INDEPENDENCE 

DAY CELEBRATIONS? 
 

John Adams considered 
July 2nd  to be the day 
when Americans actually 
declared their independ-
ence. He envisioned the 
celebration to be one filled 

with fun, games, and fireworks—not an occa-
sion for displaying military strength (as one 
might expect). On July 3, 1776, he wrote these 
words to his wife Abigail, capturing the spirit of 
the times: 
“Yesterday the greatest Question was decided, 
which ever was debated in America, and a 
greater, perhaps, never was or will be decided 
among Men. A Resolution was passed without 
one dissenting Colony ‘that these united Colo-
nies, are, and of right ought to be free and inde-
pendent States, and as such, they have, and of 
Right ought to have full Power to make War, 
conclude Peace, establish Commerce, and to 
do all the other Acts and Things, which other 
States might rightfully do…’ 
The second day of July, 1776, will be the most 
memorable  Epocha, in the History of America. 
I am apt to believe that it will be celebrated, by 
succeeding Generations, as the great anniver-
sary Festival… . It ought to be solemnized with 
Pomp and Parade, with Shews, Games, 
Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfires and Illuminations 
from one End of this Continent to the other from 
this Time forward forever more.” 
On July 18, 1777, an issue of the Virginia Ga-
zette describes the July 4 celebration 
in Philadelphia: 
“The evening was closed with the ringing of 
bells, and at night there was a grand exhibition 
of fireworks, which began and concluded with 
thirteen rockets on the commons, and the city 
was beautifully illuminated. Every thing was 
conducted with the greatest order and deco-
rum, and the face of joy and gladness 
was universal.” 
What’s really special about America’s celebra-
tion of freedom is it was quite different for its 
time, focusing on the joys of freedom. Many 
countries have emulated this spirit of celebra-
tion ever since. 
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 Time & Talent 
 
 

Greeters 
 
July 4     Judy Darville 
     Rosalie Streng 
 
July 11    Pam Hrajnoha 
     Lois Marten 
 
July 18    Gail Bujnowski 
     Rosalie Streng 
 
July 25    Pam Hrajnoha 
     Lois Marten 
 

Deacons/Ushers 
 

July 4     Jim Jenne 
      Tom Friedewald 
 
July 11     Jim Jenne 
      Jonathan Schultz 
        
July 18     Tom Friedewald 
      Jonathan Schultz 
       
July 25     Jim Jenne 
      Tom Friedewald 
 

Altar Guild 
          

July         Gail Bujnowski 
    Judy Darville  
 
 
 

 

Altar Flowers 
 

The Altar Guild and Church Council have made the 
decision to use silk greenery behind the altar. We 
have found an independent florist who is willing to 
provide bouquets for $20 each, but cannot commit 
to every Sunday. Therefore, you can sƟll sponsor 
flowers for a special event, birthday or anniversary 
but you must noƟfy Lois Marten at 857/965-6255 or 
the church office at 847/647-9867 TWO WEEKS BE-
FORE THE DATE YOU DESIRE. 

 

Formula for a Strong NaƟon 
 

I know three things must always be 
To keep a naƟon strong and free. 

One is a hearthstone bright and dear, 
With busy, happy loves ones near. 

 
One is a ready heart and hand 

To love and serve and keep the land. 
One is a worn and beaten way 

To where the people go to pray. 
 

So long as these are kept alive, 
NaƟon and people will survive. 

God, keep us always, everywhere— 
To home, the heart, the place of prayer. 

 
                                    —Author unknown 
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Food for Thought 
 

An atheist was taking a walk through the woods. 
“What majestic trees! What powerful rivers! 
What beautiful animals!” he exclaimed. 
 
As he was walking alongside the river he heard 
a rustling in the bushes behind him. As he 
turned to look, he saw a seven foot grizzly 
charge towards him. He ran as fast as he could 
up the path but as he looked over his shoulder, 
he saw that the bear was closing in on him. His 
heart was pumping frantically as he tried to run 
even faster when he suddenly tripped and fell to 
the ground.  As he rolled over to pick himself up 
the bear was right on top of him, reaching for 
him with his left paw and raising his right paw to 
strike him. 
 
At that instant the atheist cried out, “Oh my 
God!” Time stopped and the bear froze. The for-
est was still as a bright light shone upon the 
man and a voice came out of the sky. “You deny 
my existence for all these years, teach others I 
don’t exist, and even credit creation to a cosmic 
accident. Do you expect me to help you out of 
this predicament? Am I to count you as a believ-
er now? 
 
The atheist looked directly into the light, “It 
would be hypocritical of me to suddenly ask you 
to treat me as a Christian now, but perhaps you 
could make the bear a Christian. 
 
“Very well,” the voice responded. The light went 
out and the sounds of the forest resumed. The 
bear dropped his right paw, brought both paws 
together and bowed his head and prayed, “Lord, 
bless this food which I am about to receive and 
for which I am truly thankful.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

We   congratulate  the  following   members   of  
Ascension  as  they  celebrate  their  birthdays  
in July. 
 

July 3 Richard Schultz 
 

July 16 Jadon Gregorio 
 

July 20 Matt Giannopoulos 
 Karen Hepburn 
 

July 25 Hal Downs 
 Tom Giannopoulos 
 

June 22 Gideon Aguilera 
 

June 29 Scott Darville 
 

June 30 Jason Romano 
 

And we congratulate the following couples as 
they celebrate their wedding anniversaries in 
July. 
 

July 26                      Gary and Wendy Duszak 
 

  

These are the birthdays and wedding anniver-
saries recorded in our church records for the 
coming month. If any birthday or anniversary 
was omitted, please notify the church office. 

 



7 

 

2021 ASCENSION COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS 
 

President:        Tom Friedewald  
 
Vice President:       Jim Jenne     
  
Treasurer:        Sandy Friedewald  
 
Secretary:        Audrey Schultz 
 
Financial Secretary:     Carolyn Jannusch 
 
Board of Deacons:         Jim Jenne (Chair) 
        Hal Downs 
        Tom Friedewald 
        Jim Jenne 
        Jonathan Schultz 
         
Board of Christian Ministries     Lois Marten (Chair) 
         
Board of Trustees:         Jason Romano (Chair) 
           
Board of Youth:             Sarah Lindahl (Chair)   
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
 

 
 
 
 
 

OFFICIAL ACTS 
 

 
None on record 

 
 
 
 
Do  you have an announcement to share about your family such as a birth, death, en-
gagement, graduation, etc., let us know! We’d love to hear from you! 
 

 
 
. 
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  Ascension Lutheran Church #106244 
  7429 Milwaukee Avenue 
  Niles, IL 60714 
 
 TELEPHONE 
  847 647-9867 
 
 CONTACT 
  Audrey Schultz 
 
 SOFTWARE 
  MSPublisher 2016 
  Adobe Acrobat Standard DC 
  Windows 10 
 
 PRINTER 
  HP Photosmart 7510 
 
 EMAIL 
  office@ascensionniles.com 
   
 TRANSMISSION TIME 
  Monday 3:00pm 
 
 NUMBER OF PAGES SENT 
  1 through 8 
 
 NEWSLETTER DATE 
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 # of copies: 200 
 Expected delivery:  Thursday, June 24, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 0
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<


    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>



    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>


    /SKY <>

    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


