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The Witness 
And Jesus came and said to them, “All author‐
ity in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all na‐
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Fa‐
ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have com‐
manded you. And behold, I am with you al‐
ways, to the end of the age.”  
                                               Matthew 28:18‐20 ESV  

7429 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
Niles, Illinois 60714 

 

May 2022 



2 

 

      The Witness 
 
 
 

May 2022 
 

 Ascension: The ForgoƩen FesƟval 
 

You’re familiar with Santa Claus. You know all about the Easter bunny. These are symbols that show up 
around Christmas and Easter that help the world celebrate these holidays. You might have Christmas sweat-
ers and Easter dresses. There are greeƟng cards, Christmas candy, Easter candy, and all kinds of trappings 
that go with these celebraƟons. But for you, there is a greater person involved. Jesus was born at Christmas 
and He rose from the dead on Easter. Each week, as you confess the creed, there is another celebraƟon, too. 
AŌer Jesus was born and aŌer His death and resurrecƟon, He ascended into heaven. 
 

The world doesn’t seem to care. There is no “Ascension character” (although the greeƟng card companies 
could start something, I suppose). There is no special clothing that goes with Ascension, and there is, sadly, 
no Ascension candy. But these things don’t make a holiday. AŌer all, what is a holiday but a holy day? And 
Ascension certainly is that. The world hasn’t noƟced, but for you and for Christ’s Church, Ascension is a big 
deal. 
 

It is on this day that Jesus liŌed up His hands and blessed His disciples and went up to heaven. There, He sits 
at the right hand of God the Father and the crucified, risen, and ascended one rules all things. It is on this day 
when Jesus is just as present with His Church as before, but is no longer visible among them, teaching and 
performing miracles in the same way. Oh, the teaching and the miracles certainly conƟnue. The presence of 
God with His people conƟnues. But it’s not the same. In fact, the Church begins to wonder what Jesus is do-
ing during these days. The Church is tempted to doubt and despair. 
 

This is a kind of “holy nostalgia.” Just like you and I like to remember the days of our childhood and wish that 
things were just like that, or like grandparents might gladly reminisce about the way things used to be, the 
Church looks off into the distance and remembers how it was when Jesus called the twelve, when He taught 
as one with authority, when He performed miracles, and even when He Himself rose from the dead. “Why 
can’t things be like that?” the Church asks. In these days following Jesus’ Ascension, He hasn’t leŌ you. He 
hasn’t abandoned you. He is sƟll working. All the words that He taught are sƟll being taught, just like He in-
structed. Disciples are being made in and of all naƟons by bapƟsm and teaching. Jesus is present in His body 
and blood given for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

The greeƟng card companies don’t care, and the candy aisle won’t be decked out for Ascension. But the 
Church celebrates the ongoing work of Jesus, who has a righƞul place next to God the Father. But Jesus con-
Ɵnues to work in His Church and He conƟnues to work for you. Ascension isn’t a forgoƩen fesƟval, but a 
gathering of God’s saints around His Word! 
 

In Christ,  
 Pastor MaƩhew UƩenreither 
                                                                                                                                              (conƟnued on page 3) 
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Where Mites Go 
 

    Propelling the Gospel 
 

Grant: $65,000 
 
Lutheran Association of Missionary Pilots (LAMP) 
Ministry, Inc. has been using small aircraft to take 
the Gospel message to the Indigenous people in the 
most remote areas of northern Canada. Each year, 
hundreds of volunteer missionaries from the United 
States travel to teach vacation Bible school to thou-
sands of children in remote northern communities. 
LAMP’s ministry is highly dependent on the two air-
crafts that they use in order to get their missionaries 
to these places so they can bring the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to those who so desperately need to hear the 
Good News. The aircraft has evolved over the years, 
and upgrades must be made to ensure safety and the 
ability for LAMP’s missionaries and pilots to reach 
remote communities only accessible by air. Avionic 
instrument upgrades in the aircrafts are a costly in-
vestment. The Garmin GTX 345 model works best, 
not only with classical ground-based radar systems, 
but it also provides ADS-B input and output for both 
the American and Canadian/Aireon systems. 
 

 
Testimonies from Around the World: 

 

Philippines 
 

When we knew that there were materials available at 
Pastor Solomon’s church we got there early to pick 
some up. We were so blessed because it was not just 
some that I got, but many assorted materials for my 
member’s spiritual growth. 

Our children in the orphanage were also so blessed to 
receive Sunday School materials. We saw their big 
eyes and big smiles when we show the beautiful col-
ored pictures. Teaching and preaching reference ma-
terials helped us a lot in ministering. 

The materials like CD you sent us were a big help for 
me now that I’m a pastor. I have a series of lessons 
to offer to the members. And it helped me to easily 
understand the lessons because of supporting books. 
I have been praying to have reference materials for 
our Bible studies and for me also. God answered my 
prayers through you. 

  Saint of the Month: St. Bede, the Venerable-- Bede 
(673-735) was the last of the early church fathers 
and the first to compile the history of the English 

church. Born in Northum-
bria, Bede was given by his 
parents to a monastery in 
Northern England at the age 
of seven. The most learned 
man of his Ɵme, he was a 
prolific writer of history, 
whose careful use of sources 
provided a model for histori-
ans in the Middle Ages. 
Known best for his book, 
The EcclesiasƟcal History of 

the English People, he was also a profound inter-
preter of Scripture; his commentaries are sƟll fresh 
today. His most famous disciple, Cuthbert, reported 
that Bede was working on a translaƟon of John's 
Gospel into English when death came, and that he 
died with the words of the Gloria Patri on his lips. 
He received the Ɵtle "Venerable" within two genera-
Ɵons of his death and is buried in Durham Cathedral 
as one of England's greatest saints.  
 

One of my favorite hymns is by the Venerable St. 
Bede.  It is enƟtled, “A Hymn of Glory Let Us 
Sing” (LSB 493, TLH 212).  It is a hymn for the Feast 
of the Ascension of our Lord, which will be celebrat-
ed on May 29th during our Sunday Divine Service. 
 

Let us pray:  Almighty God, grant us to enjoy, even 
as St. Bede whom we rejoice to commemorate this 
day, a steadfast faith in Jesus Christ, a cheerful hope 
in Your mercy, and a sincere love for You and for 
one another; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 
 

 
*     *     *     * 
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Living Sacrifices 
 
Stewardship is not just about giving money to the 
church. It includes this, to be sure, but it is not limited to 
it. Stewardship involves our whole life – everything we 
have and everything we are. 

Let us not, though, fall into the trap of thinking that be-
cause we give of ourselves in one area then we can ne-
glect giving in another. Stewardship is not stealing from 
Peter to pay Paul. It is not a game that we play whereby 
we justify ourselves in not giving a tenth of our income 
because we have given in some other way. 

This is why our Lord warns: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and 
dill and cumin and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithful-
ness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.” (Matthew 23:23) We are given 
to do both – tithe of ourselves and what we have. 

And so it is that St. Paul makes his appeal to us: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mer-
cies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and per-
fect.” (Romans 12:1–2) 

We are to present our bodies as a living sacrifice to God. We are not to have the mind of the world, 
where we exchange equal weight of this for an equal weight of that and think that we have done 
what God has required. Our whole life is given over for service in and for the Church of God. This is 
to be done in thanksgiving for what God in Christ has accomplished for us. This is our spiritual wor-
ship, the reasonable response to what He has done for us. Not one for the other but all in all. 

But what does this look like? St. Paul never lays down a general principle without also giving us 
some practical application of what shape that principle is to take concretely. He gives the general 
principle that our bodies are to be living sacrifices to God. And, after admonishing those who have 
been given particular gifts of grace to serve the church, St. Paul then speaks generally of what is 
expected of all. He says: 

“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with 
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fer-
vent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.” (Romans 12:9–13) 

This is what it looks like to present your bodies as living sacrifices. This is how we live out the grace 
of God here in time. 

Let us then heed the apostle’s teaching. Let us present our bodies – everything that we have and 
everything that we are – as living sacrifices to God, our reasonable response to what God in Christ 
Jesus accomplished for us by His death and resurrection. Through this, we have forgiveness of 
sins, a new life in Christ, and eternal salvation. And through this worship, the grace of God is made 
manifest in His saints – for the church and the world. 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry  
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Joy is a term that appears many times in 
many translations of the Bible; but what 
does joy really mean? In the Winter 
2022 issue of the Ministry Update, we 
bring to light the joy we see as members 
of the LCMS Northern Illinois District. 
 
Let us go forward with Joy! We asked 
Congregational Chairpersons from a-
round the District to share with us the 
Joy! they have in serving their congrega-
tions. You will find their responses as di-
verse as their ministries: 
 

While serving as the president of Faith Lu-
theran Church in Lake Forest, I have indeed 
experienced joy. The joy is not set in the con-
text of blessings or achievements, for which 
we have had our share and are thankful for, 
but rather from the conࢼnued opportuniࢼes 
to serve Christ faithfully despite the turmoil 
and chaos in the world in recent ࢼmes. I 
am  reminded that we need to serve as light, a 
beacon to the world; and in doing so what 
be�er way to show this than to emanate joy 
from our hearts. 

Jeff Change,  
Faith Lutheran Church, Lake Forest 

 

Time & Talent 
 

Deacons 
 

May 1     Jonathan Schultz 
    

May 8      Tom Friedewald  
 
May 15     Jim Jenne 
       
May 22    Jonathan Schultz 
 
May 29                            Tom Friedewald 
 
      
 

Greeters 
 
May 1      Judy Darville 
     Rosalie Streng 
 
May 8     Pam Hrajnoha 
     Lois Marten 
 
May 15    Gail Bujnowski 
     Judy Darville 
 
May 22    Pam Hrajnoha 
     Lois Marten 
 
May 29    Pam Hrajnoha 
     Lois Marten 
 
 
 

Altar Guild 
 

May:    Gail Bujnowski 
    Judy Darville 
     
 

 

In NID 
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Around Ascension . . . . .  
 

He is Risen!  
 
The season of Lent concluded with Holy Week 
services and the joyful resurrection of our Lord 
on Easter morning! Ascension Women’s Circle 
hosted an Easter breakfast while the children 
enjoyed an egg hunt in the meditation garden. 
Thanks to the ladies for the tasty breakfast and 
to Sarah and Bonnie for filling all those eggs! 
 
We are still collecting food for local food pan-
tries. There are many families in our community 
who need help providing food for their families. 
Thanks to all who faithfully bring donations each 
Sunday! 
 
Ascension Women’s Circle meets at 11:00 am 
on the first Wednesday of the month 
(September through May). They will meet on 
May 4th and then take the summer off, but hope 
all the ladies of Ascension will join them in Sep-
tember! Remember to keep collecting your 
mites . . . there will be a Mite Sunday near the 
end of May. 
 
Just a reminder: Due to Memorial Day week-
end, our next scheduled Voter Assembly will be 
on Sunday, May 22nd. Please plan to be there!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ascension Day Sunday 

May 29th 

9:30 a.m. 

 

We   congratulate  the  following   members   of  
Ascension  as  they  celebrate  their  birthdays  
in May. 
 

May 1 Michael Powyszynski 
 

May 2 Robert Galka 
 Charles Schwenn 
 

May 9 Jacob Darville 
 

May 12 Karen Aragosa 
 

May 14 Steven Galka 
 

May 19 Tom Friedewald 
 

May 22 Harold Hasselman 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We also congratulate the following couples as 
they celebrate their wedding anniversaries in 
May. 
 

May 10 Rev. Matthew & Amy Uttenreither 
 

May 16 Marc & Audrey Schultz 
 

May 19 Michael & Janice Fleck 
 

May 29 Harold & Janice Hasselman 
 

May 31 Tom & Kim Giannopoulos 
 
These are the birthdays and wedding anniver-
saries recorded in our church records for the 
coming month. If any birthday or anniversary 
was omitted, please notify the church office. 
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2022 ASCENSION COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS 
 

President:        Tom Friedewald  
 
Vice President:       Jim Jenne     
  
Treasurer:        Sandy Friedewald  
 
Secretary:        Audrey Schultz 
 
Financial Secretary:     Carolyn Jannusch 
 
Board of Deacons:         Jim Jenne (Chair) 
        Hal Downs (Emeriitus) 
        Tom Friedewald 
        Jim Jenne 
        Jonathan Schultz 
         
Board of Christian Ministries     Lois Marten (Chair) 
         
Board of Trustees:         Jason Romano (Chair) 
           
Board of Youth:             Sarah Lindahl (Chair)   
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
 

 
 
 
 
 

OFFICIAL ACTS 
 

 
None on record 

 
 
 
 
Do  you have an announcement to share about your family such as a birth, death, en-
gagement, graduation, etc., let us know! We’d love to hear from you! 
 

 
 
. 
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Colonial-Wojciechowski
Funeral Homes

Family Owned and Operated for Over 90 Years

8025 W. Golf Rd. - Niles
(847) 581-0536

6250 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Chicago (773) 744-0366

SKAJA TERRACE FUNERAL HOME
Family Owned Since 1926 • Pre-Need Arrangements • Cremations

  7812 N. Milwaukee Ave. Niles • (847) 966-7302
 www.skajafuneralhomes.com Mowimy Po Polsku 

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday. 
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire 
week as reference. 

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

WHY ADVERTISE

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

The Most Complete Online National
Directory of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY. Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations
Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy

Footsteps of Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe • Pilgrimage to Lourdes

Scottish Highlands • Camino, A walking journey for the soul

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Mass is included with all our tours

(CST 2117990-70)

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin.
It Is Through Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch at 1-800-621-5197

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.
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