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FOURTH ANNUAL
Walk to Remember
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times with friends. And when the trees start to turn

vibrant colors in the fall some of the colors are just
unreal! Then winter comes. Nineteen years ago in
February, my son Brandon Stovall and his good friend Brandon Hubbard were killed in a car accident on the
Stone Mountain Freeway. It had been just two years earlier when I remembered him waking me up in the
middle of the night to tell me about Mandi Smith’s fatal accident...
our wonderful young people have lost their lives in tragic accidents.

and now he was gone too. So many of

In 2007 these young people who lost their lives were remembered with a tree planted in their memory
by the Mountains Mums Garden Club at the 78 Highway triangle. I pass by there often and think of not
only my Brandon, but also so many other wonderful kids who were robbed of their lives. And I think of the
wonderful friends who remember them and their zest for life.

On Saturday, January 17th at 9:30 a.m., the Mountain Mums Garden Club will hold their 4th Annual
Walk To Remember to bring awareness to the dangers of texting and cell phone use while driving. SRCA,
Kroger, Smoke Rise Agents, Pincentives, Promotional Advertising, Donate Life, Tucker House and The
Garden Enthusiast are co-sponsors of the event. The three-mile walk will begin in the upper parking lot of
Smoke Rise Baptist Church and continue up Hugh Howell to Silver Hill Road. We will be planting red
tulips under the Smoke Rise Elementary Sign before continuing past the Elementary School. Turning right
on Lilburn-Stone Mountain Road we will finish our walk by going through the new greenspace trail and cross
Hugh Howell to return to the church. Please bundle up and join us that Saturday morning to help show sup-
port to the Mountain Mums as they send this important message to our community and our young drivers.
The cost to register is $10 and will go towards a new teen-driving project. You can pre-register at the Tucker
House on Lawrenceville Highway or the Garden Enthusiast on Main Street, Tucker or register the day of the
walk. I hope to see you there!! Bring a friend!!

LEAVING THE THINGS OF 2014 IN 2014

As we leave the old year behind and begin to think ahead into the New Year, I offer a few humble reflec-
tions of my own. Every year holds its own joys, sorrows, pains and gains. The year of 2014 was no exception.
We laughed, we rejoiced and we grew. We lost something or someone, we failed, and we sorrowed over these
losses. Many people take the emotions of their life events with them as they move forward in life. And they
do this year after year!

Bringing life’s emotions forward can be a good thing...especially if the emotions are a confident peace,
the excitement and joy of living, a sense of being loved and wanted, and a confidence in our ability love
others. Bringing life’s emotions forward can also be a bad thing. Especially if the emotions we are bringing
forward are hurt, anger, rage, unresolved sorrow, unforgiveness, shame or guilt. These often come with regret
”, “If only I had...”.

I want to challenge you this year to leave behind in the year 2014 the things that belong to 2014. Begin
2015 by embracing the things that belong to 2015. This does not mean we should suppress our past and the
emotions that go with it. This means we purposefully move forward — seeking to resolve the emotions that
hurt us and others. We move forward to redeem the things that happened that we could not control. We

and internal messages like “I should have...

move forward to take responsibility for the things that happened that we could control. We seek to restore all
that can be restored. We no longer remain stuck in the year 2014, because the sad and unpleasant things are
now our foundation for a new building.

If we do not do this, we will not be able to give hope to our children and grandchildren in this time in
which we are living. They will be left without the building blocks they need to persevere in difficult times
and without the ability to walk with integrity and strength through failures.

... Continued on page 2

Happy New Year 7
from the staff of the
smolse Signal!
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Smoke Rise Charter School
Appoints New Principal

Smoke Rise Charter Elementary School (SRCES)
announced the appointment of a new principal, Mrs.
Pamela McCloud, who began the second week of
December. Mrs. McCloud was formerly the assistant
principal at Evansdale Elementary and is excited to
now be a part of the Smoke Rise team.

Mrs. McCloud began her career as an elemen-
tary school teacher and has 25 years experience, ten
of those at the administration level. “I love working
with kids,” she said. “Even when I was a child, it was
always teaching for me.
I knew that’'s what I
wanted to do.” I just
love seeing kids learn.
My goal is for every
students at SRCES to
be on or above grade
level. I have high expec-
tations for our students
and I am excited to 7 R —
find ways to take us | / A r 4 :
from good to great.” " Ad

Mrs. McCloud is
excited to share her vision as a new principal. She
realizes the surrounding community has had some
divisive issues with the school in the past, but she

says, “I am a new principal, with a new direction and
a new vision. I want to start where we are now and I
want to look forward to the positive.” Along with her
leadership team, Mrs. McCloud has been reviewing
the charter and says that it is important to evaluate
and use the curriculum that best fits the students’
needs and initiatives that work best for this commu-
nity.

And speaking of community, Mrs. McCloud
is excited to be a part of the Smoke Rise family. “I
believe God puts you in a place that a good fit for
you and Smoke Rise is a good fit. I immediately got
such a warm welcome and a good feeling of knowing
others are willing to support and work with you.” She
spoke about community involvement and hopes that
the Smoke Rise residents will want to get involved
and actively participate in the school’s future. Mrs.
McCloud is currently compiling a list of needs that
community members can fill, for instance, reading to
children. Anyone who wants to get involved should
call the school. “Come and see what great things are
happening here!” said Mrs. McCloud.

With a new “Principal Blog” coming soon and
updated Facebook page, the new principal hopes
to reach out to the community like never before.
There will be a Smoke Rise community meeting on
Thursday, January 22 at 6 p.m. All are invited, so
come for your opportunity to meet the new principal
and see what exciting things are ahead for SRCES!



January, 2015

:,;l Smoke Signal

¢ |
-:. P.O. Box 763, Tucker, GA 30085
.‘2.‘ A non-profit service organization devoted to furthering
- ‘. ‘ neighborhood cooperation with the aid of good neighborhood
communication.
Editorial Committee... Jan Mahoney ........c.ccceueucnee. (770) 621-0155
Cheri Schneider................... (770) 717-9914

AvivA Hoffmann ..... helloaviva@hotmail.com
* This Issue’s Editor-in-Chief

Recording Secretary .....Susan Gilbert................. sgilbert@apogee.net
Corresponding Secretary .. Barbara Bruschi.................... (770) 934-4644
Treasurer.......oeveeuenne.. Harry Strack ...coeveveviccnne. (770) 365-9381
Classified Ads............... Barb Hess....vvvveuvveviiiiinieennns (404) 229-0742
Display Ads.................. Barb Hess................. barbhess48@gmail.com
Church News............... Susan Gilbert................. sgilbert@apogee.net
Features:.....c.covveevvenenn. Barbara Bruschi.................... (770) 934-4644
Jan Mahoney ......cccccccvuenncn (770) 621-0155
Cheri Schneider, M.D. ........ (770) 717-9914
Reneé Hopf ......ooevnvercnnnene. (770) 921-5540
Flyer Inserts ................. Barbara Luton........c.cccuc.e. (770) 491-6711
Hodge Podge................ Jenny Hall-Busch................. (678) 406-0555
Pet Lost & Found........ Kay McKenzie........coven.n. (770) 491-6784
Social Media ............... Pat Soltys ....ccvvuververerecccne (770) 573-9715
News You Can Use......AvivA Hoffmann ..... helloaviva@hotmail.com
Staff Writers................. Jenny Hall-Busch* ............... (678) 406-0555
Susan Gilbert........coeovvvvunnene (678) 684-6802
Joyce Ray...cccoeeveennnineennee (770) 491-9015
Kimberly Sizemore............... (770) 530-5939
Pat Soltys....ccovuevevereirenenennas (770) 573-9715
Distribution ................. Chris Schneider.................... (770) 717-9914
Delivery ....ccccveeeveneune. Chris Taylor and Gillen Heisler

Views and/or opinions expressed in articles, stories or letters published
in this newspaper are not necessarily those of the Smoke Signal or its
staff. The information contained in it is believed to be accurate, but not
warranted in any way. It is the policy of the Smoke Signal to publish
signed letters to the Editor. We will not publish unsigned letters, but
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January Calendar of Events
Smoke Rise Garden Club meeting
7 Mountain Mums Garden Club meeting, 10 a.m.
SRECS Spirit Night at All American Skating Center, 6-8 p.m.
12 Mountain Shadow Garden Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
15-18 Lewis Grizzard: In His Own Words at ART Station

17 Walk to Remember, upper parking lot Smoke Rise Baptist
Church. 9:30 a.m.

2 Smoke Rise Charter Elementary School community meeting
6 p.m. at the school

22-25 Jesus of Nazareth and the Book of Genesis at ART Station

THE SMOKE SIGNAL
WELCOMES YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS

Please email all articles and photo attachments to
smoke-signal@earthlink.net

Smoke Signal Deadlines
JANUARY 13

Please e-mail articles to:

smoke-signal @earthlink.net
(Word documents or text file attachments preferred)
PLEASE DO NOT SEND CLASSIFIED ADS
TO THIS E-MAIL ADDRESS

Extra copies may be picked up at box at

5365 Smoke Rise Drive

smokesignal
news.com

See Our Online

Yersion of the
Smoke Signal
for Cityhood
Information!

As the January issue goes to
print, we are anxiously await-
ing word from the Legislature
on whether they will put
Tucker and/or the City of
LaVista Hills on the ballot
for a vote. This depends on
whether they can work out a
compromise on the bound-
ary lines between both cit-
ies. Currently (at print), the
Legislators themselves are
working on the boundary
lines because representatives
from both initiatives were
unable to work the bound-
ary issue out by themselves.
www.tucker2015.com will
also be keeping their website
updated on the latest infor-
mation about cityhood.

THIS JUST IN!!
Legislators have approved
new boundary lines for the
proposed city of Tucker
and the proposed city of
LaVista Hills. Go to
www. Tucker2015.com
for an easy to read map!

2014

...continued from pg. 1

As we make our resolu-
tions this year, let’s resolve
to leave the things of 2014
in that year. Let’s resolve to
step forward, using the expe-
riences of 2014, both good
and bad, as stepping-stones
to success and joy. In doing
so, you and I will experience
the joy of living again and
will have a sense of accom-
plishment because we did the
work! Let’s leave a legacy to
our families this year and
every year!

Smoke Rise Baptist Church

Rev. Chris George, Senior Pastor
Ernie Forrester, Associate Pastor
Tim Adcox, Minister of Missions
Kathy Dobbins, Minister of Spiritual Formation
Danny Vancil, Minister of Music & Worship
Becky Caswell-Speight, Minister to Families with Children
Jeremy Colliver, Minister to Families with Youth
Amanda Coe Burton, Director of Nursery Ministries
Paula Reeves, Weekday School Director
Telephone: (770) 469-5856

SmokeRiseBaptist.org

Sundays:

9:00 a.m. Worship in the Chapel

9:45 a.m. Sunday school

11:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary
Communion: Second Sunday of each month
1st Tuesdays: 6:00 p.m. Prime Time
Wednesdays:

5:00-5:45 Fellowship Dinner

6:00-6:45 Programs for children, youth and adults

7:00-8:30 Sanctuary choir

Nursery provided

Eastminster Presbyterian Church

Pastor: Rev. J.Caleb Clarke III
Director of Mission & Youth: Mark Sauls
Director of Music Ministries: Andrew Meade
Director of Preschool: Stacey Moura
Director of School Age Program: Celeste Sears
Director of Christian Education: Mardee Rightmyer
Telephone (770) 469-4881
www.eastminster.us

Sundays:
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship
Wednesdays:
5:45 p.m. Fellowship Dinner
6:30 p.m. Adult and Children’s Program
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Mount Carmel Christian Church

Senior Minister: Art Stansberry
Worship Leader: Leslie Riley
Kids Ministry Director: Vicki Tyler
Telephone (770) 279-8437
www.mountcarmelcc.org

Sundays:
8:30 a.m. Coffee/ Doughnuts/ Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Bible School Classes — Adults & Children
10:30 a.m. Worship
Wednesdays
5:30 p.m. Dinner
6:30 p.m. Activities/Studies for all ages
6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal
First Moravian Church
Interim Pastor: Stephen Weisz
Congregational Acolyte: Bill Hitz
Telephone (770) 491-7250
WWW.gamoravian.org
Sundays:
10:00 a.m. Sunday School-Adults & Children
11:00 a.m. Worship
12:00 p.m. Fellowship Time
Thursdays:
7:00 p.m. Adult Study Group
Mountain West Church
Pastor: Michael Shreve
Telephone (770) 491-0228
www.mountainwestchurch.com
4818 Hugh Howell Rd., Stone Mountain
Sundays:
10:00 a.m. Worship
12:00 p.m. Worship

Deadline for classified ads is
JANUARY 10

SMOKE SIGNAL FLYER INSERT POLICY
Cost: $150 by check to Smoke Signal
Deadline to Receive: 6:00 p.m. on 19th of month
Flyer inserts should be 8 1/2” x 117 (flat, not folded)
Please provide 2,400 copies
Reservation Required:
Contact Barbara Luton, (770) 491-6711 by 15th of month.

“Like” us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
SmokeSignalNews
or visit our website at
www.smokesignalnews.com
Link to the digital version of the Smoke Signal
at http://eepurl.com/pjndv D @E

or scan this QR Code :
)

with your smart phone!

Q3

month.

Smoke Rise Preferred Contractor’s List: Help Needed

Dear Neighbors, we have made a decision to downsize and move closer to our cabin
in North Georgia. We now need someone to take over the Preferred Contractors’ List. It
@ cannot be a contractor or the spouse of a contractor. If you would like to per-

form this service for your community, please call Janis Martinez at: janismarti-
nez@comecast.net, or call me at 770-498-0006 and we will copy and
mail you the information. The job requires around 15 minutes a

Ads do not necessarily indicate a good contractor. Our contractor list is
very reliable. We only place people on our list who keep appointments, or
communicate with you if the appointment needs to be changed. We remove contrac-
tors from our list that are chronic problems or do not make return calls to the client. All
contractors can potentially make a mistake. We list contractors who fix errors they make
or work with the client to make the job right. Remember, this is a free service. Call Janis
Martinez at 770-498-0006 for contractor recommendations.

~92~
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neighbors

Wells-Brown House
Dressed in Holiday Finery

The historic Wells-Brown House on Ridge Avenue in Stone
Mountain Village was built in 1870. Now the home of the
Stone Mountain Historic Society, it is the site for many com-
munity events and teas especially in the holiday season.

For the last five years, Smoke Rise Morning Glories have
gathered to decorate the home in period decor using as many
native plants as possible. Betty Curlee led this year’s December
9th decorating event. Betty and Glenndolyn Hallman, as co-
chairs of the Wells-Brown garden club committee, recruited Joy
Zaidan and Quill Duncan to assist in a pre-decor workshop to
create the outdoor wreaths and accents. Reg and Betty Curlee
hung garlands and all the outdoor wreaths prior to the big day
and also transported lots of fresh greenery to the house ready to
be used by the eager team of elves.

On the 9th, Head EIf Betty, directed the volunteers to
various areas of the house to work on decorating mantles, trim-
ming the tree, swagging the staircase with garland and red bows
and accenting the fine bone china in the double parlor with
Pyracantha berries. The overall effect was lovely. This year, two
elves studded fresh oranges with cloves for a spicy and colorful
natural touch for mantles and vases. Many members donated
holly with berries, dried Hydrangea, Cryptomeria, pinecones,
Magnolia, Juniper and all types of greenery to complement each
design.

Many thanks to the following members and special friends
who worked so hard to make it all so magical!

Betty Curlee and special Elf Reg Curlee, Judy Abrams,
MaryAnne Anderson, Gloria Cooke,Judi Crutchfield, Quill
Duncan, Marian Fetzek, Glenndolyn Hallman, Ruth Ann
Hill, Nancy Hudgins, Pat Madden-Hudson, Brenda Jones,
Vivian Nickelsen, Bonnie Pennington, Marsha Pittard, Joyce
Ray, Lassie Shipman and special EIf Mike Shipman, Carolyn
Woodson, and Joy Zaidan.

And special thanks to the Stone Mountain Historic Society!

Belinda Belvin, REALTOR®

As a Smoke Rise native and
a Realtor in the area, my

knowledge of the area and
of the market are unparalled.

My mission is to market
your home to get the
maximum price current real
estate markets will allow,
through a multifaceted
marketing campaign that
renders broad exposure for
your home. Call today to see
how | can assist you in selling |
your current home or buying
your next dream home!

Belinda Belvin, ReALTOR® = [R
404-844-8811 %
bbelvin02@att.net 7

I(Tller Williams Realty KELLER
fo57 Lakeside piowy, ste s WILLIAMS.
REALTY

Tucker GA 30084

Millstone East’'s Classical
Christmas Guest
The Millstone East Subdivision had a sur-

prise appearance at their annual Christmas
Party by twelve-year-old neighbor Maxwell
Dodge-who treated the group to a beautiful
program of Christmas Carols on his clas-
sical guitar. Maxwell, son of Spencer and
Esther Dodge, and the oldest of their seven
children, delighted the group by playing
favorites from Jingle Bells to Opus 35 no. 8.
The group enjoyed hearing a short history of
each carol and then sang along to several they
knew. Afterwards, they enjoyed appetizers
and conversation in the beautifully-lit home
of Dennis and Rene Hopf.

Spencer’'s Mountain Holiday Party

The ladies of Spencer’s Mountain gathered for the annual party and gift exchange at the
Cote-Leggett home hosted by Anne Cote and Patti Kisling. Each year the neighborhood ladies
bring a gift and a dish to share. Neighbors draw a number and either take a gift from under the
tree or “steal” a gift already opened from another guest. Lots of “oohs” and “ahhs” occur as gifts
are opened and admired. Some gifts are stolen several times until frozen with the third steal.
Stealing is the fun part of the game, and usually indicates a great gift. At the end of the night,
everyone takes home a gift from under the tree. The greatest gift being able to see and catch up
with neighbors.

This year, 18 ladies attended the party including one of the alumni neighbors. Hostesses for
the next two years volunteered so the tradition will continue.

St. Michael and There are some questions the

All Angels : 2 ’
Tiiteenal internet just can’t answer!

Church

780 James B. Rivers Drive
Stone Mountain, GA 30083
770 469 8551

www.Stmichael.cc/

Everyone is
welcome!

Join us on Sundays at 8 am
or 10:30 am

Just 3 miles from Smoke
Rise near the West Gate
Entrance to Stone Mountain
Park

Eldercare Systems, Inc.

When A Nursing Home Is Out Of The Question >

CNAs Drivers
Companions Caregivers
Homemakers Sitters

Personal Assistants
I3 a[i
Bonded & Insured MO s
e '*50 O{‘E ,
9 o ‘.,VW’D"OE’
%[)U-V ‘ELT

Q  170-496.9986

BBB Call for your FREE in-home consultation
v
Stop by for a visit at the 50&Better Center

2245 Dillard St. Tucker, GA 30084

We’ve been serving Smoke Rise families
since 1988

Help at Home
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ART STATION

Begins 2015

with Two Productions
starring Bill Oberst, Jr.

STATION
—————— January 15-18
A CONTEMPORARY Lewis Grizzard: In His Own Words
ARTS CENTER

January 22-25
Jesus of Nazareth & The Book of Genesis

Contact the Box Office at 770-469-1105

or online at www.artstation.org for tickets and information.

November 22, 2014- February 28, 2015

The ART Station galleries present “Holiday Exhibits”: Ongoing
3-D Invitational Craft Exhibit; Stacey Brown, Watercolor and
Winter Juried Members Exhibition in the Main Gallery. Open
Tuesdays through Fridays 11-5 p.m. and Saturday 10 to 5 p.m.
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www.smokerisebaptist.org/arts
artsacademy@smokerisebaptist.org
678-533-0562

Winter / Spring 2015

Musikgarten classes for baby / parent — Mondays
Keyboard Kids piano class ages 4-5 — Tuesdays & Thursdays
Twinkler Violin class ages 4-5 — Wednesdays
Ballet / Tap ages 3-5 — Thursdays
Act One drama ages 4-5 — Fridays
Oil Painting for Adults — Wednesdays
Individual Music instruction all ages / all instruments
(Visit the website for details and registration.)

Through special arrangement with Music Theatre International
February 20 & 21, 2015 7:00pm — ADMISSION FREE
Smoke Rise Baptist Church Fellowship Hall
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Through special arrangement with Music Theatre International
March 27 & 28, 2015 7:00pm — ADMISSION FREE
Smoke Rise Baptist Church Fellowship Hall

The Eleanor Patrick

Real Estate Group

Keller Williams Realty

Atlanta Partners

- Regular Sales
* Short Sales

* Senior Sellers
* Relocation

* Over 12 Years in the
Smoke Rise Community!

For All Your Real Estate Needs!

Contact the Eleanor Patrick
Real Estate Group

Innovative Personalized Professional Service
Put Us To Work For You Today

eleanorpatricksells@gmail.com
www.smokerisehomesforsale.com

404-721-2904

Silver Ridge-Silver Hill-
Chartwell Ornament Swap

Well, folks we did it again. We had a lovely group
of ladies who each brought an ornament to swap with
one another. The grabbing and tearing of clothes
was pathetic. We know that a lot of these ladies
go to YOUR church! Connie Duis of Silver Ridge
hosted the event this year. Her house was amazingly
decorated-- every nook and cranny with lovely figu-
rines, beautiful bows and wonderful
ornaments. Connie’s dining room
Christmas tree was a crystal tree. She
also had a Charlie Brown Christmas
Tree and a traditional Christmas
tree. Beverly Echols of Silver Hill
will be our host next year.

LS Connie Duis (L) and Beverly Echols (R)

Stone Mountain Woman’s Club

The GFWC Stone Mountain Woman’s Club had a busy, fun filled December. Members
provided 169 Christmas Child boxes and four of the members worked at the Operation Christmas
Child Warehouse, checking boxes to be sure none contained inappropriate items. They also
sorted items which they were able to donate to the Battered Women’s Shelter, patients at the
VA Hospital in Atlanta, the Co-op in Stone Mountain,
Networks in Tucker, the USO and several other charities
supported by the Club.

The highlight of the year was the Club’s annual
Homes for the Holidays Christmas Home Tour, held
December 13. The Annual Tour is one of two major
fund raisers the Woman’s Club holds each year.

Jenny-Hall Busch, a member of the
Woman’s Club, stands ready to wel-
come guests at a home on the Christmas
Home Tour.

At their Annual Christmas Luncheon, Club Members honored their Family of the Year and the
Clubwoman of the year. Pictured left to right are Jon and Dayna Moonehan, the Family of the Year,

Barbara Luton, President of the GFWC Stone Mountain Woman's Club, Gloria Moss, Clubwoman of
the Year and Elaine Chandler, GFWC Georgia President. Donna Knowlton, (not pictured) President
of the 4th District of GFWC Georgia also attended the Club’s Christmas Luncheon.

HEARING LOSS MATTERS

UNTREATED HEARING LOSS IS LINKED TO
BRAIN ATROPHY putting you at greater risk for
developing dementia and Alzheimer’s —according
to a recent study by Johns Hopkins and the
National Institute on Aging. Don’t become a victim.
Call for your consultation today.

* Competitive prices — devices starting at $695

* 45-day evaluation

* 0% interest for 12 months with approved credit

* Free lifetime service

* In-home hearing screening and fitting available

GRAND OPENING IN TUCKER

WE LISTEN SO YOU CAN HEAR

Call for an appointment

404-307-6202

Monday — Friday 9 a.m. -5 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. -1 p.m.
by appointment only

4915 LaVista Road, Suite A » Tucker, GA 30084
404-307-6202

| SPECIAL OFFERWITHTHISAD: |

| 1) |

Advanced ! %o OFF |
HEARING AID MSRP ON MOST ADVANCED |
CENTERS | DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY |

b -
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Smoke Rise Country Club ALTA Team
Wins Their Division Title

The Smoke Rise Country Club ALTA Women’s C-2
Thursday Team, co-captained by Judy Coyle and Barb Hess,
and the Senior Women’s C-1 Team, co-captained by Ellen
Heffner and Kathy Peters, recently celebrated the end of the
2014 season with a dinner party. What a wonderful evening
celebrating their Division Win and coveted Bag Tag for the
Senior Team! Ellen and Kathy hosted the two teams at Kathy’s
home for a very special culinary experience starring chef Brandi
Patten. Brandi, a former nanny of Kathy’s, found her passion
at the Art Institute of Atlanta’s Culinary Arts Program and now
works as a personal chef to executives, families, and celebrities.

Brandi began her special culinary class by constructing a
charcuterie platter, and then had the women take turns mas-

saging the kale for the Massaged Kale and Butternut Squash
Salad- topped with a French Vinaigrette. The main course was
Turkey Tenderloin with Apple Ginger Sauce — YUM! The
ladies finished the evening with two wonderful desserts prepared
by their hostesses. This was an evening to remember which the

teams hope to replicate in 2015.

schools/sports/scouts

Tucker High School VEX Robotics Team
Wins Excellence Award

Tucker High School
hosted the 3rd Annual
Tucker High School VEX
Robotics Tournament in
December. The Tucker
VEX Robotics Team
entered 5 robots in the
tournament to compete
against teams from around
the Metro Atlanta Area.

All 5 teams competed very

well and all advanced into the Quarterfinals of the Best of Three Tournament Bracket.

Senior Phan Meas and Junior Samuale Ossire led 1320C, and, Seniors Dawit Hagos and
Ayyub Abdur-Rahman, captained 1320A. Team1320C earned the honor of Tournament
Champions. Team 1320A wowed the judges with their interviews and their Engineering
Notebook and earned the top award at the tournament- the Excellence Award. Both of these
teams now have a spot at the State Championship in February where they will try to qualify
for the World Championships in Louisville, Kentucky this year.

Front row, left to rzg/}t Ellen Heffner, Judy Coyle, Bezsy Johnson,
Debbie Torbush. Back row, left to right: Barb Hess, Ellen Banks,
Kathy Peters, Shari Carter, Vickie Carpenter, Julie Olson, Jan
Madeley, Terry Ingwersen, Mary Warshaw, Vanessa Erbrick. Not

pictured: Kelly Schlesener, Mallie Hart, Karen Wood, Tiffany Held

Join Smoke Rise Elementary Charter School for our
first Spirit Night of 2015 at All American Skating
Center located at 5400 Bermuda
Rd, Stone Mountain, on Friday,
January 9th from 6-8 p.m.

The community is welcome.
Don’'t forget to say you’re with
Smoke Rise!

35 Years
Experience

8 J L And Company, Inc.

Smoke
Jim Leonetti Ri:
Bulder President Bmldmg And Remodeling %
e All types of Additions e Window & Door
eKitchens & Baths Replacements ey
*Basement Finishes  ®Roofing i‘mﬂf]"m”hu%
®Exterior Makeovers  ®Decks '

770-493-4005 www.JLBinc.com

Troop 876 Bikes the Silver Comet Trail

Boy Scout Troop 876’s
bike trip to the Silver
Comet Trail was challeng-
ing, but fun. We rode 25
miles and included the
800-foot railroad tun-
nel built in 1912 and the
Pumpkin Vine Trestle that : - e d
is 750 feet long and is 126 feet high. We camped near Rockmart at The Rock Campground. The
Troop meets Monday nights at 7:30 P.M. at Eastminster Presbyterian Church on Hugh Howell Rd.

Smoke Rise, Georgia, Real Estate Statistics
The following is a summary report from the FMLS system specific to Smoke Rise, GA via mapped data. The

S/square foot is an average without consideration of price, terms, condition or location. These values should not
be considered absolute in determining value. An analysis specific to an individual property will be required.

Sales Sp/
Bdrms SqFt  List Price | Lp/Sqft @ Price Sq Ft SP/LPS | SP$S/OLPS DOM
High 9 | 8,098  $899,900  $153.00 | $700,000 @ $146.00 112% 112% | 1552
Low 311,597 | $125,000 | $32.00 $135,500 | $35.00 78% 43% 2
Average 4| 3,831 | $341,695 | $90.20 | $306,836 | $84.90 96% 90% 156
Median 4 | 3,586 | $304,900  $91.00 $275,000 | $84.00 96% 92% 105

This quarter there was more activity in the upper price ranges. Overall sales in 2014 year to date were
behind 2013 by approximately 14%. As of December 17, 2014 there are 48 active listings and 9 sales
pending in Smoke Rise.

Key e Sq Ft = Square Footage. Usually the floors above grade.
® SP/Sq Ft - Sales Price average dollars per square foot.
* SPS/OLPS = Sold Price as percentage of List Price

HEATING

,,(r:LIMATE VENTILATION

ECHNICIANS AIR CONDITIONING

INCORPORATED GA. REG. #300339
STEPHEN A. RENNER

* PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE PROGRAMS TO PRESERVE
AND EXTEND EQUIPMENT LIFE AND EFFICIENCY

* EMERGENCY REPAIR SERVICE

* 33 YEARS OF FIELD EXPERIENCE

LICENSED/INSURED 770-934-0510

Stone Mountain Animal Hospital

SMALL ANIMAL MEDICINE & SURGERY
DENTISTRY ® BOARDING ® BATHING

6053 Memorial Dr.
Dr. Jeff Brown Stone Mountain, GA 30083
Dr. Nicole Aponte Phone: 770/469-6111

Dianne Dougherty
dianne@smokeriseagents.com

Pat Soltys
pat@smokeriseagents.com f/ ?
Mike Dougherty Leet ;
mike@smokeriseagents.com 770.573.9715 ASSOC[A"/ES ExPenen.CEd
DeeDee Wilson lesrita Innovative

deedee@smokeriseagents.com Proven Results

www.smokeriseagents.com
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On the Road Again...With a Different Perspective
By: Renée Hopf

Highway 17, the winding road over the mountains from Helen, Georgia to Hiawassee is
always beautiful.... a feast for the eyes and the senses. In the spring and summer months it is
enveloped in a green lushness. From early September to early November it moves through a
kaleidoscope of colors-- oranges and yellows to reds and browns. But today, a cold day in early
winter, my cat, Sercy, and I have traveled from Atlanta to Helen through a solid curtain of rain -
sometimes, nearly blinding. As we left the small German village of Helen to begin our climb up
the mountain, everything looked bleak. The only color to catch our attention was Gray!

As we traveled we were listening to Charles Kuralt’s CD On The Road. For those of you who
remember, Charles Kuralt was the host of CBS News Sunday Morning for 30 years, and had
traveled so many bi-ways of our world. As he talked about the simple wonders and the beauties of
our country, the rain began to diminish slightly, making driving easier and giving me a chance to
look at these gray surroundings with more appreciative eyes. The first visual to catch my attention,
of course, was just how expansive this winter view was compared to spring and autumn vistas.
The deciduous trees were stripped bare, highlighting the landscape’s structure, the skeleton of the
forest that Highway 17 ambles through. Instead of one veil of green or autumn colors, the woods
were translucent. You could see branches; trunks of all shapes and sizes of a multitude of various
trees twisting in all directions...most of them alive but dormant...some dead and strewn where
they fell. Their trunks were covered with blues, aquas, grays and dark greens of moss and lichen.
Colors not noticed in the warm months. Pines and Cypress trees, with their year round green
needles now stood out from the rest. The flowing creek, usually blending in and less noticed in
other months, was now clearly visible and sparkling through what was left of a rainy mist.

As we topped the mountain, the Appalachian Trail sign, often hidden from sight by low hang-
ing branches, was in clear view. It brought to mind all those adventurers who have taken advantage
of that renowned path through our Georgia Mountains.

On the descent from the summit to the valley, we seemed to often be in the clouds, as the deep
mist surrounded us. Then the clouds would disperse again and the scenery would become wide
open for miles ahead. Small cabins and cottages were nestled on the hillsides among the trees, the
way we like to think of mountain dwellings...as a part of the landscape. In the warmer months,
they too, are mostly hidden from travelers.

As the steep mountainside slopes began to gradually level out, the trees thinned and fields and
farms became visible below. Fields with winter grasses of gold and red began to very subtly paint
this gray winter landscape. These were muted golds and reds... colors missing from even the largest
box of Crayola crayons.

As our road was coming to an end, I silently thanked Charles Kuralt for reminding me once
again, to notice that beauty comes in many forms. As winter is coming to an end, and I am look-
ing forward to the coming warmth and fragrance of spring, I have been reminded, with gratitude
that “There is a Time for Every Season.”

Three Simple Tips to Decluttering Paper in 2015:

1. If you can go online to get the information, toss the papers. This applies to recipes, menus
from restaurants, catalogues, school information, maps, etc.

2. If the information is personal or has personal identifying information like social security
numbers, health information, insurance numbers, etc., SHRED the papers; do not just
throw them in the trash.

3. Throw out expired warrantees, manuals of appliances you no longer own, utility bills,
cancelled checks, bank statements, and credit card statements that are over one year old
and are non tax-related.

%‘ Licensed / Insured
RESIDENTIAL

¢ Interior / Exterior
* Home Improvements Pressure Cleaning e
e Wall Covering Gutter Installation ¢

“Customers receive a high quality, guaranteed paint job at competitive prices, always.”

' COMMERCIAL

C try Repairs ¢
770-923-0537 esaie Clennfna

Basement Finishes

PaLMERHOUSE
PROPERTIES

Top Selling Realtors |
in Smoke Rise with
over 370 sales since
1994/

John Porter
404-376-7069
atlrealtor21@aol.com
Jim Shoults
678-592-1043

smokerisehomes.com

rt (Lot) $85,000
VALY TR

5841 Silver Ridge Drive $369,500

5604 Bahia Mar Circle $385,000

WEDDINGS

Auman ~ Morris

Anna Glenn Auman,
daughter of Frank and
Gaye Auman of Smoke
Rise, Georgia was mar-
ried to John-David Patrick
Morris, son of Kay Bain
North
Carolina on December
6, 2014. Anna is a 2007
graduate of Providence

of  Gastonia,

Christian Academy, has
a Bachelor of Science in
Textiles, Merchandising,
and Interiors from the
University of Georgia
(2011) and a Masters in
Textiles, Merchandising, and Interiors and also Marriage and
Family Therapy from the University of Georgia (2013). John-
David is a 2006 graduate of the Woodberry Forest School and
has a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration with
a concentration in Marketing from the University of North
Carolina at Wilmington (2010). The wedding ceremony was
held at Peachtree Corners ARP Church in Norcross, Georgia
and the reception was held at Smoke Rise Country Club in
Stone Mountain, Georgia. John-David is currently a Project
Manager for Suminoe Textiles of America in Gaffney, South
Carolina. Anna is an Interior Designer for Acquisitions in
Charlotte, North Carolina. John-David and Anna currently
reside in Charlotte, North Carolina.

Auman ~ Veal

Emma Leigh Auman,
of Frank and
Gaye Auman of Smoke
Rise,
Jason William Veal, son of
Sheila Mclntosh of Lilburn,
Georgia and Howard Veal of
Fayetteville, North Carolina
on May 3, 2014. Emma is a
2009 graduate of Providence

daughter

married

Georgia

Christian Academy, has a
Bachelor
Human Development and

of Science in

Family Science from the

University of Georgia (2013)

and is currently working on her Masters in Early Childhood
Education from the University of Georgia (2015). Jason is a
2008 graduate of Parkview High School and has a Bachelor of
Business Administration with a concentration in Banking and
Finance from the University of Georgia (2012). The wedding
ceremony was held at Smoke Rise Baptist Church in Stone
Mountain, Georgia and the reception was held at Berkeley
Hills Country Club in Norcross, Georgia. Jason is currently
the Project Manager of Acquisitions for Benevis in Marietta,
Georgia. Jason and Emma currently reside in the Vinings area
of Atlanta.

ive $235,000
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5496 Silver Ridge Drive $499,000

.

1823 Belle Meade Court $399,000
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Who's Calling??2?2?2?2?2?2?
by Jenny Hall Busch

I do not answer the phone if it shows on the screen that it is an “unknown
caller” or “private number” or any other nonsense like that. If I recognize your
number, well, maybe I'll answer, but you have to remember that I am getting
on up in the old age category, so most of the phone numbers I remember are
from my childhood...354-4500 (Nashville, Tennessee in 1962). Or 770-4069
from ten years ago when I lived in Tucker. I can barely remember my own
phone number (land line) and never remember my cell phone number. Never.
I remember my bank account number and even the social security number of
my ex-husband, so the likelihood that I would recognize your present-day cell
phone number is very, very remote. I will answer if your name comes up on
the little screen, but only if I am interested or have the time to actually talk.
Sometimes I'm just not in the mood. I know this is cowardly. Well, not exactly cowardly;
it is self-preserving on the order of my sanity rules. I have a lot of sanity rules. Too much
information, huh?

I don’t answer these calls because usually the call is from a credit card company based
in Taibucktoo or, worse yet, a call from a local politician. That type of recorded message
makes me more than certain not to vote for the particular candidate. Worse than that is
the political phone call with the children of said politician speaking in glowing terms about
their daddy/mommy and how they will make the absolute best dog catcher in the history
of mankind because they are kind and good and able to reproduce.

If I do let curiosity get the better of me, if I do let down my guard and answer one of
the “mobile/private/secret” numbers, it’s usually because I really want to believe that the
number is familiar...ends in 4876...that sounds so familiar...wait! That’s not local, it’s 4876
from Wisconsin area code! Doooon’t answer! Too late I have clicked on the talk button.
Rats. What I am met with, however, is that dreaded four seconds of silence before that
health insurance salesman starts to talk. Or I hear background noises before the person says,
“Hello, is this unsuspecting gullible old person who I can scam, intimidate or stress out?”

So I hang up, but probably should stay on the line and give them a piece of my mind,
or what is left of it. I am on the no-call list but they just sneak these calls in somehow, and
I can only opt out by listening to an endless drone of recorded drivel to the very end where
I have the option to OPT OUT. I never last that long...Never. I have tried but I just can’t
listen to the jibbery pre-recorded talk about how I really, really need a new sunroom. What
I really, really need is for everyone I know to set their phone account to show their names.
What are you hiding from? Really, you don’t need to be all private and hidden and I might
\actually answer the phone once in a while. If you are still talking to me, that is.

~N

B. Harry Strack, Jr.

Certified Public Accountant
Comprehensive-Accounting Services
Computer Business Services

TIGER TAX

770-365-9381
1014 A Main Street 125 Henson Drive

Stone Mountain, GA 30083 Monroe, GA 30655
Next to Wages Funeral Home Behind Kentucky Fried Chicken

azeczig@comcast.net
http://tigertax.is-an-accountant.com
Tiger Tax on Facebook

Belco Electric

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
SINCE 1972

Fast, Dependable 24-hr. Service by
Professional, Uniformed Electricians

770-455-4556

Check out our website: Belcolnc.com

and follow us on Iﬂl LE @

)

Save the Dates!
The Garden Enthusiast-Backyard Nature Station
Main Street in Tucker
SILENT AUCTION
February 7th through 21st.

Proceeds will benefit the expansion of the Tucker Butterfly Garden on Lavista Road.
Plan to come by and support a great local community resource!

Ay A * Your local Smoke Rise Attorney

\ Lura Law, LLC

Gerard J, Lupa, Attorney at Law

25 yrs Experience ¢ Federal and State Court
Appeals ¢ Civil Law Criminal Law ¢ Personal Injury
Wills  Advanced Directives (living will)

lupalaw@bellsouth .net
www.lupalaw.com

770-558-6281

Have a legal concern, call for a free consultation.

**In the plaza with Smoke Rise Bottle Shoppe **

(__9_/46 e a//egy(&/e/ﬂzen/

WITH A STACK

Trend Spotting: Bangle stacks

K PANDORA"

ROSENFELD JEWELRY LTD UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS
4957 LaVista Rd. » Tucker, GA 30084
770.414.1390 » Tue—Fri 10-6, Sat 10-4

‘.\'\\'\\'.r[]H[‘I?l[‘|{!‘\I'[‘\‘.'(‘|i’_\'||[].('[}111 * || Master Jeweler

Find us on . .
n Facebook @ DesignsByGuille

Jugo Ry

Serving buyers and sellers
in the Novth Metro
“the best way home” Atlante area since 1988
joycemray@bellsouth.net | ‘
770-491-9015
Affiliated with ~
CHAPMAN
Chapman Hall Premier Realtors HALL
1772B Century Blvd. Bt 1t k]

Atlanta, Georgia 30345

Window Cleaning

Absolute

Residential
Window Cleaning

678-516-7939

Serving Your Smoke Rise Community

All Work Done Completely by Owner.
Contact: Paul Valenta

AbsoluteWindowCleaning.Net
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Flower Shop
& Garden Center

Serving Smoke Rise Families
Since 1946!
Flowers & Gifts For All Occasions!
Green & Blooming Plants For Your Home & Garden
404-292-8446
www. HallsFlowerShop.com
5706 Memorial Dr, Stone Mtn, 30083
Daily Delivery To Metro Atlanta, DeKalb and Gwinnett!

$19 Blowout Bar

with Kimmie & Shea

5464 Five Forks Trickum Rd.
Stone Mountain, GA 30087
770.717.9797

salon & bouti

freschg,‘

The Castom Trame op

est. 1978
Great Selection of Classic and Unique Mouldings,
Friendly Service, Excellent Quality and Craftsmanship
“New Location” ® 4195 Fellowship Rd, Tucker

Formerly on Main Street » Convenient parking ‘
|

770-491-3305

www.tuckerframeshop.com |

/ACS / e

Heating & Air Conditioning
Quality Since 1969

Th 4
e iaé. ACS has heen keeping Smoke Rise
h sl ’ homes comfortable for over 30 years!
;- ca
s | / WE OFFER:
AR

* Seasonal Tune-ups

* 24-Hour Emergency Service
» System Replacements

* Indoor Air Quality Products

CALL TODAY 770-939-7500

St. John Neumann
Regional Catholic School

Faith « Knowledge « Family « Integrity
Courage « Respect * Service

Open House
Sunday, January 25
3pm—-5pm

Welcoming Children of All Faiths

SINRCS
Y YV 791 Tom Smith Road

‘\HI\I!\

Grades K-8

Call for more
information

Lilburn, GA 30047
770-381-0557
WWW.SjNrcs.org
crusader@sjnrcs.org

Sy

_
S
Ricionm.©

Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
Accredited by AdvancEd

Alerts & Watches

by Jan Mahoney
FYT: It is the policy of the Smoke Signal that all reports of crime published in this column are based

on information received directly from residents who are the victims of the crime, or who have witnessed
suspicious activity, and never to include names and addresses.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Remember these three important “stranger” guidelines from our Tucker precinct:

* Call 911 when the crime or a suspicious person sighting is in progress and say that the incident
is “in progress.” CALL NOW - not later.

* Be very suspicious - call 911 for ALL suspicious behavior.

* NEVER open doors to strangers.

You are the eyes and the ears of the Police Department. Call them and let them handle the
situation - do not ever attempt to handle a situation yourself.

The following reports were received from the CrimeMapping.com website:

11/15/2014 — VANDALISM/DAMAGE TO PROPERTY - 1700 BLOCK MOUNTAIN SHADOW
11/24/2014 — VEHICLE BREAK-IN/THEFT - 1800 BLOCK BANNEKER COURT

11/30/2014 — VEHICLE BREAK-IN/THEFT - 4900 BLOCK ANTEBELLUM DRIVE

12/08/2014 — THEFT/LARCENY - 2200 BLOCK SPENCERS WAY

12/08/2014 — THEFT/LARCENY - 2000 BLOCK SILVER HILL ROAD

12/15/2014 — VANDALISM/ DAMAGE TO PROPERTY - 5200 BLOCK HUGH HOWELL ROAD

The Internet link to subscribe to CrimeMapping is as follows:
http://www.crimemapping.com:80/subscriptions/subscribe.aspx

The following is the link to an iPhone app for the crime mapping service: http://www.crimemap-
ping.com:80/mobile/app.aspx

Vehicle Break-ins
Lately so many of the reports of crime in our area are car break-ins, so here are some tips to help
you prevent your car being broken into:

Don’t make it easy

Keep windows and sunroofs closed and doors locked. Almost one-fourth of thefts from vehicles
are from unlocked cars. Some thieves go from car to car trying doors. Chances are they will simply
move on to the next car if it is locked.

Activate your vehicle’s alarm
Don’t have one? Factory-installed theft systems are best, but a professionally installed alarm can
discourage a car break-in thief who likes to work in silence.

Hide your valuables

Many smash-and-grab thieves act on impulse. So keep your stuff out of sight — either with you
or in a locked trunk. Don’t count on the glove box; thieves know to look there, and they’re easy to
break into.

Almost any worthless personal item that’s visible from the outside - even an empty shopping bag
- could be seen as a valuable or a carrier of valuables. If you have a wagon or SUV that leaves your
cargo area on display, consider getting a cover. Most of these vehicles can be fitted with inexpensive
retractable covers to help keep shopping bags or other belongings out of sight.

Conceal all the evidence

Don’t leave any bait out for thieves; stow your electronics and accessories well out of sight-or
better yet, bring it with you (take it in the house). The evidence alone might be enough to pique
the interest of thieves, so hide that too, including power plugs, telltale iPod adapters, or nav-system
windshield suction-cup mounts, and even put the cigarette lighter back in place.

In other words, don’t tempt fate. Leaving valuables, or what may appear to be valuable, inside
your car in plain view is asking for trouble.

Loose change in a cup holder is also inviting a thief to break into your car. Don’t do it. If you
want to keep loose change handy, put it in the ash tray and close the ash tray before you get out of
the car.

No neighborhood is immune from car-break-ins. It happens all over town. Most often, car
break-ins occur during the early morning hours when the risk of discovery is low.

If you are a victim of a crime, please call Jan Mahoney at (770) 621-0155
or email details to smoke-signal@earthlink.net so we can let the neighborhood know what’s

going on by publishing it in the Smoke Signal.

Remember, if you don’t inform the police, the police don’t know what’s happening in your neighborhood.

SRCA YEAR END REPORT

The final Smoke Rise Community Association (SRCA) Board meeting for 2014 was held
on November 17. Early in 2015, we are planning a meeting on behalf of the community with
the new elementary school principal and will be organizing the annual membership campaign,
electronics-recycling event, and membership business meeting.

Since the last report from the board, pansies were planted at 10 prominent chimneys and
replacement “Welcome to Smoke Rise, Georgia” signs were erected at key intersections. The
board is poised to install walking trail markers to accompany the map at Smoke Rise Park.

In 2014, the SRCA Board had 9 official meetings. Your dues in 2014 paid for a cityhood
informational meeting, the annual membership business meeting, electronics recycling and
secure document shredding events, enhanced landscaping along Hugh Howell Road and at
selected chimneys, security for the Walk to Remember, painting and sealing of all of the SR
medallions, and co-sponsorship of a candidate forum. As this year closes, the Board of the
Smoke Rise Community Association hopes you enjoy the glow of the Christmas tree at the
community garden and wishes all of our neighbors a joyous holiday season and a Happy New
Year.

~8 ~
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From the desk of Billy Mitchell...

State Representative, 88th Legislative District,
billy.mitchell@house.ga.gov * 770-465-8800

I am so grateful for the Smoke Signal, which helps to keep our community informed. Being
informed creates an engaged community. An engaged and active community gets better outcomes
from their government.

For our county, this is certainly a time for us to be engaged! Consider, the myriad of issues that
must be addressed now: Should we have new cities? Should existing cities be allowed to expand their
borders by annexation? Should the county form of government be changed? If so, what components?
Should it include an internal auditor? Should it include a change in procurement procedures? What
about ethics? How do we elect our county leaders? How are residents taxed? These and other issues
are part of deliberations that are being considered now. If you have an opinion on these issues and
you have not done so already, I suggest you contact your county commissioner or me, as soon as
possible to make certain that your input is adequately considered in our deliberations.

I am also grateful to have been appointed to the county interim CEO’s, Operations Task Force,
which is tasked with developing recommendations for these very important issues. Respecting the
principle of governmental transparency, the Task Force deliberations are open to the public and
solicit public interaction at every meeting. The negotiation of such substantial, fundamental and
diverse changes should not occur behind closed doors.

As we near the completion of the Task Force’s work, the recommendations made will be sent to
our county’s delegation members of the Senate and House of Representatives of the Georgia General
Assembly. There, we will address additional issues such as whether police should be required to wear
“body cameras;” if marijuana use for medicinal purposes should be allowed; if the State’s portion of
taxes on gasoline sales should be increased to provide for traffic and transportation and transporta-
tion-infrastructure improvement; and many others. Please take advantage of every opportunity to
provide your input into these additional issues that will be addressed in the 2015/2016 legislative
Session beginning in mid January.

As is always the case, please feel free to contact me if you wish to have an issue with the State of
Georgia addressed, comment on proposed legislation or to even suggest legislative proposals yourself.

I thank you for the opportunity to serve!

Smoke Rise Country Club Update
Susan Gilbert, Membership Chair

You may have heard the exciting news that Canongate, the company we contracted with 5
years ago to manage our Club, was recently purchased by Dallas-based Club Corp, one of the
country’s largest golf and country club owner/operators.That’s exciting news for Smoke Rise
members because it opens up the possibility of our members having reciprocal access to hundreds
more country clubs in Georgia and around the country. I will provide more details in future
articles as they become available.

Now is a great time to experience Smoke Rise membership with our “No Dues Preview
Membership” offer detailed in the flyer inserted with this paper. So much has changed with the
clubhouse and amenities at this remarkable facility over the past few years as we have renovated
and added hundreds of new member families! Even if you were a member previously, I invite you
to come and see the updated look of our clubhouse, play our celebrated golf course which greens
people are raving about, try some of the best tennis courts in the state, meet your neighbors and
experience our warm and friendly hospitality. With this special offer, your family can try member-
ship with no dues until March 31st, so come soon to take maximum advantage of this generous
program.

If you did not receive a flyer outlining the preview offer, or want to come hear more about
the country club, please contact Stuart Pierce at the club at 770-908-2582, ext. 4.

4
-
A

SPECIAL SMOKE RISE RESIDENT OFFER

FROM SMOKE RISE COUNTRY CLUB

NO DUES PREVIEW MEMBERSHIP
UNTIL MARCH 31°7, 2015.

SEE FLYER INSERTED WITH PAPER FOR DETAILS

OFFER EXTENDED FOR SMOKE SIGNALl
RECIPIENTS UNTIL JANUARY 315T! I

Email Stuart at spierce@smokerisecc.com

\ Offer valid through January 31, 2015. Other restrictions may apply. /

Journeys 2015

“Journeys” is a Wednesday night program at Smoke Rise
Baptist Church for exploring our life journey through the lens
of the Bible.

Session 1: January 7-February 11
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

Call Stories from the Bible

The Bible is full of stories of ordinary people who did extraordi-
nary things when responding to God’s call. In this series we will
examine the call from God, the response of the one called and
see what principles we can apply to our lives.

[anuary
7 The Call of Abraham; Genesis 12:1-9

Dr. Rob Nash, Associate Dean for Doctor of Ministry
Degree Program and Arnall-Mann-Thomasson Professor of
Missions and World Religions, McAfee School of Theology

14 The Call of Moses; Exodus 3:1-21
Dr. Rob Nash

21 The Call of Jeremiah; Jeremiah 1:4-9
Led by Dr. David G. Garber, Associate Professor of Old
Testament and Hebrew, McAfee School of Theology

28 The Call of Jonah; Chapters 1-4
Led by Dr. David G. Garber

February
4 The Call of Paul; Acts 9:1-22

Dr. Brett Younger, Associate Professor of Preaching, McAfee
School of Theology

11The Call of the Disciples of Jesus
Dr. Brett Younger

Klesis: God’s Call and the Journey of Faith

Klesis is a process designed to assist in the examination of your
“calling.” It costs $10.00 for materials. Led by Dr. Colin Harris
and Doris Nelms: January 7, 14, 21 & 28: Room 223

Communicating With Youth and Social Media

“Who am I?” It is the fundamental question that all teenagers
are asking. Join Justin and Jeremy as we discuss various social
media platforms and how to use these tools to help your teen-
ager express who they truly are. Led by Rev. Jeremy Colliver and
Justin Sizemore: January 7, 14, 21 & 28

Bread Making

We will take the mystery out of bread making with quick
and easy recipes. Learn to make delicious loaves of bread and
yummy cinnamon rolls. There will be recipes to take home.
Led by Barbara Conard, February 4: Art Room inside the gym

Time for Romance!

Valentine’s Day is approaching. In this session we will share
some of the best “date nights” we have had with our spouses and
other great ways that cultivate a close and loving relationship.
Led by Justin & Abby Sizemore and Denny & Kathy Goodenow,
February 11: Room 223

The Salon
you have
been looking

for... where you
discover your
own Style.

1825 Rockbridge Road

Stone Mountain Festival
Shopping Center

770-879-1071
Appointments Preferred
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HEALTH NOTES:
by Cheri Schneider, M.D.

Do No Harm: Part 2

January is a month in which many of us begin to think
about ways to make our lives more healthy and safe. This
month will be dedicated to the women in our community
who read the Smoke Signal and is a continuation of the series
I began in October highlighting new changes that medical
doctors are making in the way they practice medicine. In
short, doctors are beginning to ‘choose wisely’ by no longer
ordering tests and treatments that either do not benefit or
may actually harm the patients they serve. Over fifty medical
specialties and groups, including the American Academy of
Family Physicians (of which I am a member), have adopted
‘choosing wisely’ lists in an attempt to eliminate wasteful
use of medical resources. You can read more about these
lists if you Google: Choosing Wisely Campaign-Consumer
Reports. Here are several items that specifically relate to
women’s health:

1. During pregnancy: doctors should not artificially induce
labor or do a Cesarean Section before 39 weeks of gesta-
tion unless there is a medical reason. It has been shown
that babies born before this time have an increased risk of
learning disabilities and other risks.

2. Likewise: induction of labor between 39 and 41 weeks of
pregnancy should not occur unless the woman’s body is
‘ready’. It is always safest if labor begins on its own. More
C-Section deliveries occur (along with the risks of surgery)
when artificial induction of labor is attempted when the
woman’s body is not ‘ready’. Convenience is not a good
enough reason to try to get labor started.

3. Women over the age of 65 who have had normal cervical
cancer screenings (pap test), no longer need to have this
done. There is little benefit to the patient above this age.
However, women over the age of 65 who have never been
screened should have two normal tests before discontinu-
ing screening,.

4. Women between the ages of 30-65 only need cervical can-
cer screening every three years unless they have a history
of abnormal screens. They should continue to have annual
well woman visits to address other health care issues.

5. Women under the age of 21 do not need cervical screen-
ing, even if they are pregnant. They may need a gynecol-
ogy exam for other reasons, however.

6. Women under the age of 30 are no longer checked for
HPV (Human Papilloma Virus) during their gynecology
exam. Studies have shown that the HPV often disappears
on it’s own in this age group. Testing for the virus only
leads to more invasive tests, and creates anxiety and dis-
tress.

7. Women who want ‘birth control pills’ no longer need a
gynecology exam to obtain a prescription. The prescrip-
tion can be safely written based on facts gathered from the
medical history and a simple blood pressure reading.

8. Women who are not in a high-risk group should not be
screened for ovarian cancer if they have no symptoms. The
rate of ovarian cancer is very low in the general population
and the harm of screening (interventions when there is a
positive screen) outweighs the benefit of screening. Next I
would like to add one more point that is not on a list (yet):

This year as you move forward into good health, remem-
ber to do the easy things that matter: stop smoking, eat your
vegetables, move more, get your flu shot and talk to your
doctor about preventative health care! Women: be aware of
and open to the above new changes in your routine health
care.

WellSource in Tucker is now

CS COMPLETE
[ ]

SPINE
PAIN RELIEF + REHAB + WELLNESS

SOLUTIONS

Same great doctors, same great staff,
same great results!!
Take charge of your health in 2015

Call now to schedule your free health consultation:

770-938-4606
www.CompleteSpineSolutions.com

NEWS YOU CAN USE

By AvivA Hoffmann
Putting the Brakes on “Speed Demons” in Smoke Rise

Opver the years, you may have noticed “speed bumps” in some areas of Smoke Rise. Perhaps
you are wondering how it all gets started. To be eligible for DeKalb County’s Traffic Calming
Program, a street must be classified as local residential on the “DeKalb County Thoroughfare
Plan” and have a posted speed limit of 30 mph or less. To start the process, a committed resident
must take a petition door-to-door to obtain signatures
of residents on their street. This petition will help deter-

mine if 20% or more of the residents are interested in

RESIDENTYAL SPEED
CONTROL DISTRICT

WARNING

SPEED CONTROLLED BY | B

learning about traffic calming. If so, a traffic study is
conducted to monitor the street and see if these mea-
sures are necessary.

If the traffic study does not indicate that a traf-
fic problem exists, the process stops and cannot be
restarted for at least one year. If the study does indicate

TRAFFIC CALMING

DEVICES AHEAD

WITH NEIGHBORHOOD
PARTICIPATION

that speeding or a cut-through problem exists, a ‘stake-
holders group’ is formed to work with DeKalb County
Government staff to develop a traffic-calming plan for

the area. In order to allow citizen input, this can take
up to one year to complete.

Once the traffic-calming plan is developed, it is
then presented to the DeKalb County Board of Commissioners. If approved, a petition for the
installation and establishment of a special tax district is circulated. At this stage, approval from
a minimum of 65% of the affected property owners is required to install traffic calming devices.
Once approved, construction is scheduled through the Roads and Drainage Division of Public
Works. A $25.00 maintenance fee is added to each parcel of land for as long as the traffic measures
are installed.

If you are interested in getting speed bumps or other or improvements in your area, call (770)
492-5219 to receive a petition for your street or get more information online at: htep://www.
dekalbcountyga.gov/publicwrks/transportation/index.html.

If you want sidewalks installed, they can be constructed on residential streets with the approv-
al of 51% of the property owners abutting those sidewalks. A sidewalk tax assessment is used to
pay for the costs of installation. If a resident’s request is found to meet the requirements of this
program, a cost estimate and petition is created for use in obtaining the necessary consent from
the affected property owners. You must file an application for establishing a residential sidewalk
district along public streets in unincorporated DeKalb County.

To start a sidewalk request, call (770) 492-5204. A staff member of the Transportation
Division will conduct a site visit of the area, develop a cost estimate, and determine the priority
of the request. Sidewalk requests that are near schools, transit and parks are given priority over
other requests. Priority is also given to those roads that are classified as a major thoroughfare or
‘collector’. Funding sources are then sought for project construction.

Now, get out there and safely enjoy our neighborhood streets!

FREE NEIGHBORHOOD PET LOST AND FOUND

Please call Kay McKenzie
at 770-491-6784
with information if you have lost or found a pet.

Once my sign is in the yard...

START PACKING!

Pam Heisler
Call me to\&perience the legendary

sales results that only Harry Norman,
REALTORS?® can provide

Pam Heisler
404.388.0076 | 404.897.5558

pam.heisler@harrynorman.com

HEISLERAHOMES
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garden clubs

Smoke Rise’s Blue Star Marker
By Joy Zaidan

75 STAR |
MEMORIAL HIGHWAY M

A tribute
that h.

Have you noticed the Blue Star Marker in front of Smoke
Rise Elementary School and wondered about the significance and
history of the marker? You might also ask what an article about
the Blue Star Marker has to do with garden clubs. Everything!
The Blue Star Marker along the roadside in front of the school
was dedicated by three garden clubs in Smoke Rise-- the Smoke
Rise Morning Glories, the Smoke Rise Garden Club and the
Mountain Mums-- in 2007 as a tangible tribute to Smoke Rise
residents serving in the military.

During WWII our country was very committed to showing
appreciation to our troops. A means of honoring these service
men and women became a priority for garden club ladies, who
visualized a living memorial-- a marker surrounded with plantings of red, white and blue. Their
vision became a reality in 1945 when National Garden Clubs, Inc. adopted the Blue Star Marker
Program. The blue star, chosen because it symbolized the blue star on the WWII service flag that
hung in many homes, became the centerpiece of this memorial sign. While the Blue Star Marker
Program was originally initiated to honor WWII veterans, the program was later amended to
include all men and women who had served, were serving or would serve in the armed forces.
Georgia was among the first of 18 states to participate in the Blue Star Marker Program and ranks
4th in the nation for the most number of Blue Star Markers. Today there are 150 Blue Star
Markers in the state of Georgia and 2,574 markers nationwide, all established by garden clubs.

When you pass by the school and see the marker, remember what it signifies—respect and
admiration for our military personnel who have kept us free. And remember those who have given
so much and those who have given all in serving this country. America is the Home of the Free
because of these Brave.

A special thanks is extended to Smoke Rise Morning Glories Garden Club for honoring
the area’s military personnel by placing a patriotic wreath on Smoke Rise’s Blue Star Marker on
Veteran’s Day and Memorial Day each of the past seven years.

he Armed Forces

Mountain Mums

The Mountain Mums Garden Club held their December meeting and annual Christmas lun-
cheon at the beautifully decorated home of Mary Jacobson on December 10. The luncheon was
followed by our ‘Dirty Santa’ gift exchange and annual Christmas picture where baby Bronwyn
made her debut. We also collected gift cards to donate to the Lilburn Co-op.

The January 10th meeting will be held at the home of Cheri Schneider at 10:00 a.m. The
Mums will be participating in the Valentines for Veterans program during the meeting. Our club
has several field trips planned for 2015: In March or April we will be going to the Atlanta Botanical
Gardens; in May, the Druid Hills
Garden and Homes Tour; in June,
the American Hydrangea Society
Tour, and in July we hope to visit the
University of Georgia Test Garden
and Founders Memorial Garden in
Athens. Call Ann Purr at 770-921-
9070 for more information about the
January meeting and field trips.

We also hope you will join
us for the WALK TO REMEMBER
on January 17 in front of the Smoke

Rise Baptist Church. The walk
begins at 9:30 a.m. and is about 3
miles. Proceeds will benefit student
drivers in the area. For more infor-
mation see the Walk to Remember
article by Penny Stovall on the front
page of the Smoke Signal.

= 1‘5‘:—-"— ]

Mountain Mums: Back, L to R: Jody Currie, Lynne Malone,
Mary Lou Still, Heather McLendon, Helen Homrich, Mary
Jacobson, Jeanne George. Middle: Linda Duckett, Shannon
Bertsill, Ann Purr, Lisa Armisted, Sally Young, Gaye,
Auman, Debra Adams Front: Carole Wales, Baby Bersill,
Cheri Schneider and Lucy White.
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smoke rise dental

We take care of

all your dental needs...

CT Scan 3D Imaging
Digital x-rays

Laser Treatment
Implants

Invisalign clear braces
Smile Makeovers
CEREC same day crowg
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5500 A Lilburn-Stone SCEEE RS Sy 3
Sh::::;aé?szdé A 30087 '\ FREE DENTAL IMPLANTS CONSULTATION

" | FREE COSMETIC CONSULTATION N
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CALL FOR APPOINTMENT - 770-923-5500

GENERAL DENTISTRY « IMPLANT DENTISTRY » COSMETIC DENTISTRY

Photography the Topic at Mountain
Shadow Garden Club January 12

If you need a break from the winter blahs, plan to attend
the regular monthly meeting of Mountain Shadow Garden
Club (MSGC) on Monday evening, January 12. The program
features “Garden Photography”, presented by Smoke Rise area
resident Lyle Collins, owner of Southern Trillium. A graduate
of the University of Georgia, Mr.
Collins has extensive experience in
landscape design and installation.
From capturing images of beloved
plants and flowers to recording sea-
sonal beauty, photography in the
garden preserves the memories of
the whole, while still presenting the
finest details. Lyle’s presentation
will include tips regarding camera
equipment, lighting, storing images,
and more.

MSGC is open to men and women of all ages who enjoy
learning more about a range of garden topics. The meeting and
program activities begin promptly at 7:30 pm. Refreshments
and socializing follow. The event is at Eastminster Presbyterian
Church, 5801 Hugh Howell Road, Stone Mountain. It is free.
For more information or for directions, call club president Jeff

Raines at this number: 404-641-8633.

Smoke Rise Garden Club

Smoke Rise Garden Club’s Christmas party was cel-
ebrated at the Sweet Potato Cafe in Stone Mountain Village.
Owner and Chef Karen prepared the dinners while we
received excellent service from her son, Sean who remem-
bered all twenty of our names. It made us feel pretty special.
Raffle tickets were sold for the door prizes with Deborah
Christensen winning the large basket of poinsettias and Paula
Adeoba winning the big gardener’s basket with a rosemary
bush that was large enough
to be a small Christmas tree!
The party concluded with
a wish for happy holidays
and wonderful New Year for
everyone.

Garden clubs can be a fun
and social group for ladies
that have a serious side as
well - helping to create an
interest in gardening and
involvement in the commu-
nity. For men who would
like to be in a club, there
is a men’s garden club in

SRGC Member Edith Morton
and her little Christmas Angel
at Sweet Potato Cafe our area. Please contact Jane
Culbertson at 770-938-

3060 or destovan@aol.com if you are interested in joining
or learning more about garden clubs that Smoke Rise offers.

BOB BAILLEY’S

Your Home Appliance Experts

+ Quality Kitchen Appliances

Bl + Serving Smoke Rise For Over
40 Years

+ Free Estimates

+ Fast, Professional Delivery
and Installation

+ Factory Authorized Service

+ Great selection Of Energy

Efficient, Innovative Products
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5100 Highway 78 East Stome Mountain, GA 30087
Phone (770) 979-1077 Fax (770) 979-1844
Website: www.bobbaileys.com
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All classified ads are limited to twenty words, with the Smoke Signal reserving the right to edit any copy.
Ads are $15.00 per month, ($75.00 per 6 months if prepaid). Please submit copy in writing with a check
for the months the ad is to run. Deadline is the 10th of each month. ADS NEED TO BE PREPAID. When
submitting classified ads, please include your full name, address, and phone number. This information is
for our records only! For classified ads, contact Barb Hess at 404-229-0742 or barbhess48 @ gmail.com.

For information on display (box) advertisements or flyer inserts, see contact information on page 2.

Classified Ads

SMOKE RISE LANDSCAPES 15
years experience, lawn maintenance,
pinestraw, mulch, sodding, seed-
ing, fertilization, core aeration. Ryan
Rhodes 404-556-2634.
HANDYMAN INC. has over
225 clients in the SR community.
Providing all your “homework”
needs. Logan Carlisle, owner and
Handyman@ 770-235-3684.

CCS TREES - Rope climb pruning,
spike climb removals, debris haul-
ing. Insured. SR references provided.
770-979-6116 office. TJ’s cell 770-
617-7565.

Affordable Home Repairs
Thank you and Best wishes for
Happy and Safe Holidays.
Kelley at 770-652-0674
No Job Too Small
Quality Work Done Right
Metro Fireman: Quality Pressure
‘Washing and Gutter Cleaning. A
job done right by someone you can

trust. Call Phillip Carlisle 404-328-

6595.
COMPUTER AND NETWORK
SALES AND SERVICES -

Trusted company working with local
community since 1995. References
available. Call 770-979-1800 or visit
www.thepclink.com.
AFFORDABLE LAWN CARE
Mowing, edging, pruning, trimming,
etc. Reasonable, dependable, insured.
Call Mark at 770-235-1231.
WINDOW CLEANING —

Year-round detailed window
cleaning by owner. Fully licensed,
owner operated company.

Call Paul at 678-516-7939 or visit
AbsoluteWindowCleaning.net.
HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES
AVAILABLE If you want your
house cleaned to petfection, I am the
one to calll Experience. References.

Halida: 404-610-9056
WAGNON LANDSCAPE GROUP
Residential, commercial, design and
installation. Year-round mainte-
nance, light tree work and cleanups.
Licensed/insured SR resident with
SR references. 770-381-3697.
INCOME TAXES—-CPA
22 years experience in individual
and corporate taxes. Full service
accounting/bookkeeping firm
in Tucker. Free consultation.
Barry H Franklin, CPA, LLC
770-492-8700

PET SITTING for furred, feathered
and scaled. Feels like home--because
it is. Satisfied Smoke Rise customers
for six years. 770-402-7580
ALTERATIONS & SEWING
RIGHT HERE IN SMOKE RISE!
Let me do your alterations and
sewing. Have sewn for 50 years.
Call Sissy (Glenda) Giles at
(770) 491-1055

AAA TREE EXPERTS.org — ISA
Certified Arborist, Tree Removal,
Pruning, Storm Damage. Workers
Comp. & Liability Ins. 15 yrs. expe-
rience. Erik Miller 678-488-6942 cell
BABYSITTING - Immaculate
Heart of Mary Honor Student avail-
able for Smoke Rise babysitting ser-
vices. CPR Certified, experienced
babysitter. Sydney Arcemont, 714-
914-7623.

COMPUTER PROBLEMS:???
On-Site Computer Repair
Make Windows 8 like Windows 7!
10% Discount
when you mention this AD!

404-642-3626

DAVE’S LANDSCAPING
Lawn maintenance, landscaping &
weed control service. Licensed &
Insured. For an estimate email
daveslandscaping@comcast.net
770-621-0393
DOG BOARDING: Loving dog
care. Small, selective, safe, fun.
Your dog will be glad you went on
vacation! Call 770-674-0680 or

visit www.theshepherdsglen.com.
THE HOME TEAM Interior/
exterior repairs, painting, any
size job! Excellent workmanship,
dependable. Free estimates. Call
Michael Paige. 770-431-8554,
770-595-2482.

PETS, PAPERS & POSIES: T'll
care for them while you're away.
Smoke Rise resident 30+ years.
Karen Bouchard, 404-472-7348
petspapersandposies@gmail.com.
Residential Painting Services: 26
years experience, insured, interior,
exterior, pressure washing, excel-
lent references. Contact Oliver
Cunningham at 770-598-7567, c_oli-
ver@bellsouth.net

LOCKSMITH SERVICES —
Deadbolts installed, re-key, repair,
reinforced strike plates & motion
lights installed, door threshold &
weatherstrip replacement. SR res/SR
ref, Rick 770-617-0466.
LEATHER LIVING ROOM: Sofa,
Loveseat, Recliner and Chair - Brand
New $2000. Bedroom Hendrednon
Scene I: 7 pieces, Brand New
$3500.00. Jalaja 770-934-2487
GREENER PASTURES
LAWN MAINTENANCE
General lawn care, fertilization,
pinestraw coverage, etc. Established
1985, licensed and insured. Call
404-697-7426.

N.K. CONSTRUCTION
Stucco, brick, tile, driveways, room
additions, decks, walls/fences,
painting. 30 yrs. exp.

Nick 678-791-9546 (cell)
770-934-4148 (home)
BABYSITTING, AGE 4 AND UP.
Also, will sell your items on Ebay for

you. 770-491-7484

PIANO TUNING 39-yr. expe-
rienced professional; piano repairs
also. Smoke Rise resident. Contact
Steve Duncan at 770-414-4766 or
1swd@att.net.

I’'m Your HANDYMAN
Quality Service since 1981
30% off “Honey do” list.
Call Alicia 404-830-2300
or John 678-237-2949
NATURAL ORGANIC SKIN CARE
Here In Smoke Rise. Professional
Licensed Esthetician Using An All
Natural Product Line. Call Glenda 404-
585-6997. NaturalOrganicFacials.com
BERRETTA PAINTING #1
in Smoke Rise customer satisfac-
tion. Int/ext. painting, pressure
washing, and repairs. Licensed/
insured. Warranty. 770-923-0537.
“Personally Caring 4 U” bedside
care, errands, companionship,
doctor visit escort/transportation,
phone assurance, meal delivery. Pat
Page, Gerontology Specialist/CNA,
404-543-6213
Arrack Construction Inc.
Residential and Commercial
for all your roofing needs.
Free estimates. 770-483-4148.
Jesus Christ the Real Thing

UPHOLSTERY AND TRIM
Recover replace and repair uphol-
stery for auto, truck, motorcycle,
boat, home, commercial and more.
Call 770-465-0996 or visit www.
freestyleupholstery.com.

The purpose of the Smoke Signal classifieds is to advertise goods and services to the community.

Stone Mountain Rotary Club

by L.A. Dison

Rotary Club of Stone Mountain Celebrates the
Holidays with Festive and Charitable Events

HODGE PODGE

By Jenny Hall-Busch

[ know this will come as no surprise to most of you, but I just
now realized that it is mid December and I haven’t written the
column yet, nor have I managed to actually ger anything done
since Thanksgiving. Didn’t we just have Thanksgiving the other
day? Where did this month go? And who shrunk all my pants and
left burnt potholders in the bottom drawer? I seem ro remember
something about eating green vegetables, but I haven’t seen one in a
very long time. The main foodstuff for six weeks has been all things
whitelbeige/brown: potatoes, stuffing, sausage, fudge, cookies, fudge,
cockrail wieners, fudge, and toothpicks with mystery things.

And I still have so much left over. And it’s beige. For the New
Year, we need hearty and healthy, so that’s why we are making this
one pot dish that will surely bring us all luck and prosperitzy.

Slow Cooker Black-Eyed Peas and Greens
1 pound dried black-eyed peas, rinsed (I know, it’s beige)
4-6 carrots, peeled and chopped
1 large onion
4 slices bacon, chopped
2 cans chicken broth
1 can Rotel® tomatoes
1 cup water
Y2 pound chopped ham
1 ¥5 teaspoons cumin
1 bag of frozen turnip greens

Place peas in large saucepan and cover with water by 3 inches.
Bring to a boil and simmer for 2 minutes. Remove from heat
and let stand for one hour, covered. This is a prep step so the
beans will be tender.

Cook the carrots, onion and bacon in skillet until onions are
crisp tender. Set aside. In large saucepan, bring broth, Rotel®
and water to a boil. Drain the peas and place in slow cooker.
Add cooked carrots and onion mixture, the tomato mixture
and finally, the ham and cumin. Stir. Cover with lid and cook
on low 5-6 hours, or high for about 3 hours. Stir in the turnip
greens. Cook covered another 30 minutes. You can add a dash
of cayenne to the slow cooker if you like a little bite to the
greens. Serve with rice and cornbread. Serves about 12.

Sometimes I make this quick bread to go with greens and peas. It
is also very good with tomato-based soups and is almost scone-like
in texture. Good for sopping. This recipe came from the label of a
Carnation® Evaporated Milk can. I always think that recipes on
labels are the best.

Quick Cheese Bread Loaf
Grease a 9x5 loaf pan and preheat oven to 350°.
Mix: 1 egg and remaining ingredients.
1 cup evaporated milk
Y5 cup water
Add: % teaspoon salt
3 % cups Bisquick® mix
1 V2 cups shredded sharp cheddar cheese
V2 cup chopped pecans

Stir quickly but well and pour into prepared pan. Bake about
50 minutes until brown and hollow sounding. Cool on rack.

Great re-heated under the broiler with tons of butter, since you
probably didn’t gain enough weight over the holidays anyway.
Right.

The Stone Mountain Rotary Club kicked off its holiday celebrations with the Stone Mountain
Holiday Parade on Friday, November 28. Despite the winter chill in the air, about a dozen Rotarians

and their friends and families marched down Main Street with banners and a festively decorated

ruck and floac And to ensure that we all have a really lucky and prosperous New

Year, don’t forget that grapes are good luck. This grape “salad” is
really a cross between salad and dessert, and we all know that cream
cheese should be at the top of the food pyramid anyway, so try this
and enjoy the cool healthy grapes drowned in the luscious unhealthy
cream cheese mixture.

Good Luck Grape Salad

8 ounces cream cheese creamed with 8 ounces sour cream...
already sounding good, right? Blend in % cup sugar and 1 tea-
spoon vanilla. Stir in about 6 cups seedless red or green grapes.
Plop in a large bowl and cover with 1/3 cup brown sugar and 1
V2 cups chopped toasted pecans.

Cover and refrigerate overnight. Really delicious, but make
sure your grapes are seedless. This dish is a dismal failure if there
are seeds. I speak from experience! Happy New Year!

In December, the club supported the Salvation Army by volunteering one day to bell-ring at
Northlake Mall in Tucker, and participating in the annual Angel Tree program. This year, Stone
Mountain Rotary provided 40 children with toys and games, as well as necessities like school uni-
forms, shoes and warm coats, hats and gloves.

Long-time Smoke Rise residents Gillian Leggett and Anne Coté hosted the annual Stone
Mountain Rotary Holiday Party. Around 50 club members, spouses and family enjoyed an evening
of great food and good company in Gillian and Anne’s home, which had been beautifully decorated
for the season.

The club closed the last meeting of the year with a special music program presented by three
of the members. Pianist Jenny Hall Busch accompanied Gillian Leggett and Ron Lunsford as they
performed seasonal vocal favorites and led a group sing-along of everyone’s favorite carols.

The Stone Mountain club meets every Tuesday for noon lunch at Smoke Rise Country Club.
The club begins its 2015 weekly lunches on Tuesday, January 6. To learn more about the club and

its upcoming programs, go to www.stonemountainrotary.org
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