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True Love Never Ends

By Betsy Allen

It is difficult to compare human love to
God’s Love because His love is far beyond
ours, but Lee and I knew both of those
types of love. The message of Christmas
songs and love songs like “love and Marriage
go together like a horse and carriage” and
“when your hair has turned to silver, I will
love you just the same” made me think of
Lee.

I never had a boyfriend until I was in
my fourth year of college. I was not inter-
ested in dating during high school because
I enjoyed all my friends — boys and girls —
and we did everything together in groups
(the school band, 4-H Club, football games,
music concerts and attending church on Sunday). Even in groups, we didn’t stay out
late. We usually got home early, even the night our bus went from Manchester to
Chattanooga and back for a ball game. We got home by 9 pm. So, there were very few
“couples” mostly just groups of kids who had a great time with life in general while still
making good grades. In all my High School years, it seemed that friendship was free to
everyone. And we loved our high school teachers and respected our parents’ rules. So, all
in all, it was a very happy time... no need to date.

In college there was a different atmosphere with no compulsory chapel and the cur-
few for coming in was 11 p.m. For some reason I was never interested in dating any of
the men with whom I occasionally attended a fraternity party. It was probably because I
was not in a sorority. My financial budget required a regular job plus studies for nursing
school. I was so thankful for my nursing scholarship from Emory that I was careful to
keep my grades safely above average.

... Continued on page 4
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Did you know when inclement weather threatens,
Tucker is ready. Our Public Works Department is pre-
pared with plow attachments and a stockpile of salt to
keep our roads open and safe.

The new date
is MARCH 16

We hope you
will join us
then!

As always, if there is an emergency please contact
911. For non-emergency road issues or blinking traffic
lights, please contact the City via our website or call

678-597-9040. tuckerga.gov/publicworks
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Creative Ideas for Valentine’s Day
By Cheri Schneider

Have you ever been stuck trying to think of something spe-
cial to do with your ‘honey’ on Valentine’s Day? How many of
you can’t think of anything other than dinner out, or a card and
chocolates? I came up with some different ideas for this year that
may be fun for you to try. Keep in mind that you do not have to
do something ON February 14 but can celebrate anytime. Try

one of these:
® Fox Theater: “Hamilton” is playing in February.

® Movie on the big screen and popcorn: see Entertainment
Weekly: movie release dates 2024. You can see what is com-
ing out nearby.

® Dinner out: Try something new. Or, some of your favorite
restaurants may have Valentine’s specials. Most will need
reservations.

Classes:

® Art Class: Wine and Whimsy: wine and art- Main Street in
Tucker. There are other similar classes all over Atlanta.

® Ceramics classes: Try one: you can hand build or learn to
throw on the wheel... Or simpler still, go to a pottery glazing
class where all you have to do is pick a pottery project and
paint glaze on it. Some nearby places: Tucker Recreation or
Mudfire studio and Gallery or Zen studio.

¥ Cooking class: cozymeal.com/Atlanta had some interesting
ones. Some of the classes can be held in your house. Or get
together with another couple and cook together.

® Scavenger hunt: see this website or google others:
blog.goosechase.com. Make your own by taking pictures in a
museum or location and have your partner try to find them.
(There is a Atlanta Scavenger hunt as well).

® Dinner theater: How about Main Street Tucker’s show
MURDER AT THE BAKE OFF? It is showing in February.

® Atlanta Botanical Gardens: 75th Annual Camelia Show
February 10, or the renowned Orchid Festival February 14 .

® A daytrip to the mountains, Callaway Gardens, a state park
or hiking venue nearby. Bring a picnic lunch.

® Thrifting with $20 bucks each. Try to buy a whole outfit.

® Explore an Antique or secondhand store: Try one of the
Queen of Hearts stores. There are three. Pick out a small gift
to remember your trip.

® Buford Highway -- try different types of foods: This spe-
cial road is known for many Asian restaurants--dim sum,
Korean, Vietnamese, and other ethnic restaurants. Southern
Living wrote a great article about this in September 2023.
See it here: https://www.southernliving.com/travel/geor-
gia/buford-highway. Remember: this is a partial list, so go
explore. My husband and I also love to stop in ethnic markets

and look at kitchen gadgets.
... Continued on page 2
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ATTENTION
ADVERTISERS:

The Smoke Signal has

reached its ad-space limit and

we are now keeping a waiting list for future advertise-
ments. Please send your ad requests to staff@smokesig-
nalnews.com and you will be contacted as space becomes

available, in the order requests are received.
Classified ads and flyers are still available!

Smoke Signal Deadlines

FEBRUARY 13

Please e-mail articles to:
staff @smokesignalnews.com

Articles and photos should be sent in .doc or .docx format.
Articles sent in .pdf format cannot be edited. Photos and graphics

should be submitted in .jpg or .pdf format.

Deadline for classified ads is FEBRUARY 10

SMOKE SIGNAL FLYER INSERT POLICY
Cost: $150 by check to Smoke Signal
Deadline to Receive: 6:00 p.m. on 19th of month
Flyer inserts should be 8 1/2” x 11” (flat, not folded)
Please provide 2,300 copies
Reservation Required:
Contact Barbara Luton, (770) 491-6711 by 15th of month.

“Like” us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/SmokeSignalNews
You can also visit our Facebook page to view postings
of newsletter pictures and stories throughout the month.

Letter to the Editor:

Some neighbors you
cannot just have a conver-
sation with. All types of ani-
mals have surrounded my
yard in the past year. We
have coyotes, crows, baby
birds, and an abundance of
squirrels and Deer’s. Not
one, but a lot. Neighbors
with bird feed need to
understand that they have
created a central area for the
birds to come and lay eggs
everywhere. Today, I woke
up to millions of black birds
in the yard, including crows,
and in the backyard.

Ok, so I'm venting
because these birds and coy-
otes carry germs, and as an
asthmatic person, it is hardly
good anymore to go out-
side. I wish people would
stop feeding these birds and
throwing corn in the yard.

I am exhausted because
there seems to be no help
resolving this.

Thanks ~S

Side by Side
Brain Injury Clubhouse

The Side by Side Brain
Injury Clubhouse is a 501©
(3)Non-profit organization.
Their mission is to advance
the long-term well-being
of people with brain inju-
ry-related disabilities and
their families through skills
development support and
advocacy. The facility in in
downtown Stone Mountain
village on the main street.

Side by Side is one facil-
ity that the GFWC Stone
Mountain Woman’s Club
has supported for many
years. For several vyears,
Smoke Rise resident Terry
Ingwersen helped organize
a basketball game between
doctors and lawyers. All the
money went to the facility
for scholarships. Members
recently baked cakes for an
auction and fundraiser for
the facility.

Each year, Woman’s
Club members prepare food
for the Christmas brunch
for those attending the club-
house. Through the years,
the club has supported the
clubhouse with a scholarship
contribution. The scholar-
ships help clients who need
help paying tuition for the
facility.

Side by Side is a hid-
den gem in our community.
Hopefully, you and yours
will never need this kind
of help, but remember that
Side by Side Clubhouse is
there for help—and right in

our own backyard.

~D ~

Smoke Rise Bapiist Church

Dr. Chris George: Senior Pastor
Danny Vancil, Minister of Music & Worship
Telephone: (770) 469-5856
SmokeRiseBaptist.org

SUNDAY
9:45 a.m. - Attend Sunday School through Zoom or In-Person
Schedule Available at smokerisebaptist.org/streamingatsmokerise/

11:00 a.m. - Attend Worship via Live Stream or In-Person
Live Stream Available at smokerisebaptist.org/streamingatsmokerise/

WEDNESDAY

5:00 p.m. - Attend our Wednesday Dinner

6:00 p.m. - Followed by activities and Bible Study for all ages
Live Stream at smokerisebaptist.org/wednesday-evening-activities/

Eastminster Presbyterian Church

Pastor ~ Rev. J. Caleb Clarke III: cclarke@eastminster.us
Executive Director of Ministries ~ Jeanine Fulton: jfulton@eastminster.us
Director of Family & Outreach Ministries ~ Mark Sauls: msauls@eastminster.us
Director of Weekday Ministries ~ Celeste Sears: csears@eastminster.us

5801 Hugh Howell Road ~ Stone Mountain, GA 30087
770-469-4881 ~ www.eastminster.us
Sundays:
9:15 am. Adult & Children’s Sunday School
10:30 a.m. In-Person and Live streaming of Worship service

First Moravian Church

Pastor: Rev. Elroy Christopher
Congregational Acolyte: Bill Hitz
(770) 491-7250, (770) 755-8289
WWW.gamoravian.org

10:00 a.m. Sunday School-Adults & Children
11:00 a.m. Worship
12:00 p.m. Fellowship Time

Incarnate Word Lutheran Church

4950 Hugh Howell Rd., Stone Mountain, GA 30087
8:45 a.m. Worship

Mountain West Church

Pastor: Mo Huggins
(770) 491-0228 ~ www.mwchurch.com
4818 Hugh Howell Rd., Stone Mountain

8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Neighborhood Bible Study

Sundays:

Sundays:

Sundays:
Thursday:

In-person and streaming online on Facebook and mwchurch.com

[
Digital copies of the Smzoke Signal are posted to the

archives at www.smokesignalnews.com.

Extra copies may be picked up at The Smoke Rise
Community Garden on Hugh Howell Rd.

.

Creative Valentine’s Ildeas...
continued from page 1

® Watch your wedding video again and have dessert out.

® Go to an Asian market and buy ingredients for a Korean
dish, sushi rolls, etc. Ideas: H-Mart, Mega Mart, Nam
de Mun, Hong Kong Supermarket. There are dozens
of Asian markets in Atlanta. You can do the same thing
with Mediterranean food or Indian food. I discovered
pomegranate syrup in one of these stores and use it often
to make a lemon salad vinegarette.

® ART Station: There is a rom-com entitled “I do, I do”
in May. Get tickets now or buy tickets for the whole
season..

® Museums: High Museum of Art, or try lesser known
museums like: Delta Flight Museum, APEX-the old-
est black history museum, MODA a design museum,
Atlanta Contemporary Arts, Tellus Science museum,
Southwestern Railway Museum, Fernbank, the Waffle
House Museum, Atlanta History Center, Original Selfie

muscum.

® Lastly, take one of the online walking or driving tours of
ATLANTA: there are architecture tours, street art tours
or take the Peachtree trolley tour or the beltline tour..

You get the idea! Try one or more of these, or come up
with something new and creative on your own.



February, 2024

community

February 29 - March 10
Thursday & Friday at 8:00 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday at 3:00 p.m.

Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.

STATION Tickets $21-30

This comedy focuses on three
women at crossroads in their lives.
The feisty and fun-loving sister trio,
Virginia, Fanny and Willa - along
with their frustratingly quirky sister-
in-law Johnnie Faye — has support-
ed and cheered one another through
life’s highs and lows through the
years, including the early demise of
two of their husbands and a house
somewhere at the bottom of a Florida

sinkhole. With equal doses of hilarity and heart, these extraordinary women come up with
delightful and surprisingly unorthodox ways to clear the clutter from their lives, their homes
and their relationships. This comedy is guaranteed to drive you wild with laughter!

Box Office Hours:
Tuesday-Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

ARTSTATION.org
5384 Manor Drive, Stone Mountain, GA 30083
(770) 469-1105

vide essential comfort to

Smoke Rise Elementary School Staif Gives Back
The holiday season sparked a very joyful spirit for the faculty and staff at Smoke

breast cancer patients at i
the Oncology Center i
at the Emory Breast :
Cancer Institute. Ms.
Jennifer Jefferys, our
wonderful second-grade
teacher, thought of the
idea! Ms. Jefferys and
our incredible Pre-K
teacher, Mrs. Latalia
Robbins, made a spe-

cial trip to the center
to deliver the donated
items, such as scarves,
gloves, blankets, and
hats. The staff at Emory

Cancer

Institute’s
Oncology Department

of the items.

70RLD

Rise Elementary School. In December, the staff embarked on a service project to pro-

=8

were deeply appreciative M. Jennifer Jeffreys and Emory Cancer Institute Oncology
Dept. Staff

Main Street Theatre presents...

MURDER AT

BAKE OFF
R ENO

Directed by Ken Dohse o Written by Carly Sharec

It’s the semi-finals of the Great Main Street Baking
Competition, and the final four contestants are ready to vie
for their spot in the finale during this special taping in front
of a live studio audience. There are only three rounds of
baking between them and the finale...if they can survive.

February 15, 18, 22, 25
Main Street Theatre

Tucker, GA o info@tuckertheatre.com

" The Gustomy
FRAME SHOP

and Galle f‘ﬂ@f/ y

)\

We’re hosting a

interested.
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SMOKE RISE AGENTS

Real Estate Strategies
event in February for
buyers & sellers.

Limited Seating!
Let me know if you are

17025739745

www.SmokeRiseAgents.com
Pat@SmokeRiseAgents.com

 Pat Soltys
#1 Agent & Team
678.717.7903

Flower Shop
& Garden Center

Serving Smoke Rise Families
Since 1946!
Flowers & Gifts For All Occasions!
Green & Blooming Plants For Your Home & Garden
404-292-8446
www. HallsFlowerShop.com
5706 Memorial Dr, Stone Mtn, 30083
Daily Delivery To Metro Atlanta, DeKalb and Gwinnett!

LAW OFFICE OF

PEATSA C. WALLACE LLC

Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts, Powers of Attorney
Health Directives, Probate & Administration
Business Formations/Contracts, Tax Law,
Domestic Partnership Agreements & Dissolutions

SENIOR DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

t

N Office: 2345 Main Street, Tucker
770.938.3919 or 678.570.8543
peatsawallace@bellsouth.net

Over 36 years experience
Tucker Resident

~3~
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Making Wishes Come True

The 2023 Christmas season was
as merry and bright as ever! We con-
tinued the tradition of decorating our
home with thousands of lights and
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spreading Christmas cheer.
Santa and Mrs. Claus were able to
stop by this year to hear requests and it
. . . . ] <\, ll(){,,_.-../‘. -
pose for pictures in their sleigh. We e
are happy that they made time in their
busy schedules to do this and are hop-
ing to have them come again next year!

With the help of neighbors, friends,
and Make-A—Wish volunteers, we col-
lected $12,756.24 for Make-A-Wish
Georgia. One hundred percent of the collected amount was presented to organization repre-
sentative, Sarah Borel, on Wednesday, January 10th by my wife Theo and me, and brings the
grand total to $87,421.97 since 2012. 100% of collected donations go directly to the charity.
We are so grateful to everyone for their donations and for the generosity they have shown to
this wonderful organization.

On average it costs $10.000.00 to grant a wish, and we are thrilled that for the past two
years we have been able to fully grant the wishes of local children! Once our Make-A-Wish
child recipient for 2023 is revealed, we will be sure to share the details.

We also want to thank our wonderful Summit neighbors who tolerate the constant traf-
fic on our street as well as all the individuals who dropped off their unwanted blow molds.
We truly appreciate it!

We hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! We are already
working on our new addition for this Christmas!

Club Woman of the Year

Kathy Gallo was chosen as “Club Woman of the Year” for 2023 by the GFWC
Stone Mountain Woman’s Club. Members voted Kathy the winner, and the award was
announced at the Christmas luncheon held at the Lunsford home in Ivey Oaks.

Kathy has served the club in many
capacities.  She led the education
committee for many years working
with the Stone Mountain Elementary
and Smoke Rise Elementary Schools.
She has served as Vice President pre-

siding over the board meetings, being
the leader of the various club program
chairmen and helping ready and write
the district and state reports for the
club.

Kathy and her husband, Vince,

are long-time residents of the Forest

subdivision.

HOMESMART

Residents and top selling Realtors serving the
Smoke Rise community full time since 1994
with over 460 sales in Smoke Rise alone.

Whether you’re buying or selling, we’re here to serve all
your residential real estate needs - call us today!

John Porter

Licensed in Georgia since 1986
404-376-7069
atlrealtor21@aol.com

Jim Shoults

Licensed in Georgia since 1994
678-592-1043
jimshoults@gmail.com

National Association of Realtors
Georgia Association of Realtors
DeKalb Association of Realtors

smokerisehomes.com

7%LW&...wnﬁmwa(fmmWe7

Lee came all the way from his aeronautical engineering
job in Texas to begin medical school at Emory. I was intro-
duced to him while I was a secretary at AEDC in Tennessee
during his two-week tour of duty in the Air Force prior to
our being at Emory that fall of 1960. We met during his
medical school when the students took a trip to Warm
Springs to learn about President Roosevelt’s polio treat-
ment. A nursing school friend and I were invited to go, and
you can guess the rest of the story — Lee and I had a sweet
courtship which was all new to me. Lee was 28 and I was 20
that first year of our friendship. Because he was in medical
school and I in nursing school, we basically studied while on
dates during our first years of friendship.

Lee was so proper that he went to my father in Tennessee
to ask for “my
hand” in mar-
He pre-
sented me with

riage.

a lovely engage-
ment ring in
November 1961
had
a simple, but
deeply mean-
ingful wedding
in June of
1962. We were
delighted after
my graduation that following year to have a precious son in
October 1963.

I was not ready to say goodbye after 60 wonderful years,
but I should have known it would be soon when he nearly
died during surgery. Lee told me that he knew death was
near, but he said, “I am not afraid”. His faith in Jesus and
the promise of eternal life gave him this courage. We had
another 10 months of life together, thanks to Dr. Mayer,
and even celebrated Lee’s 90th birthday before he finally
went home.

Elvis’ song “Are you lonely tonight?” never penetrated
my thoughts throughout our busy and joyful years together
until I awoke that morning, 60 years later, when Lee was
taken to heaven. After going together a couple years on
the Emory campus and our marriage at Glenn Memorial
Methodist Church we made a life commitment to each
other that lasted 60 years. The wedding band we wore
represents eternal, never ending love. God is LOVE, so
true Love is from God. His love is everlasting, permanent,
unselfish, productive, profitable, and peaceable.

I miss Lee terribly; and yet now I get glimpses of my dear
husband in each of our 2 sons and 2 daughters. Now my
oneness with Lee is in each of our precious children. I love
the way God designed us all to see from the past new Life in

Jesus (John 14:1-3).

= TrueWay
Renovations

Don Trueblood
404-386-9291 | dontrueblood@gmail.com
www.truewayrenovations.com
Call now! FREE estimates

and we

— —

‘Wildlife & Pest
Control

Call or text today and let us help you with a pest solution.
Monday—Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
(770) 931-4397
F R PR R R R RS

~ 4 ~
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Scout Troop 876 Celebrates 50 Year Anniversary

Scout Troop 876 is a youth led troop based out of Eastminster Presbyterian Church
on Hugh Howell Road. The troop was founded in January 1973, and this year they cele-
brated their 50-year anniversary with a special cake! One or their Scoutmasters, Pat Carr, a
longtime Assistant Scoutmaster, has been involved for 21 of the 50 years and is still actively
involved. Pat recently shared some of his memories:

“The troop has always been keen on high adventure trips. We have been to Philmont
Scout Ranch for backpacking many times. Former Scoutmaster John Pelick used to lead the
contingent from the Atlanta Area Council to Philmont each year. That contingent included
scouts from troops that did not have enough scouts to form their own troop. John Pelick
later received the Silver Beaver Award from BSA, one of the highest volunteer awards pre-
sented. Troop 876 has also traveled many times to Sea Base in Florida for sailing and fishing,
and to Northern Tier in Minnesota and Canada for canoeing. The year my son went to
Northern Tier where we took the very backwoods option, taking a float plane into the wil-
derness. Once we started canoeing, we saw only one other group of humans in ten days”.

The troop has been fortunate to have a strong group of Scoutmasters over the years. That
would include George Patrick, John Pelick, Bill Kaduck, Robert Walker, Ty Weston, Brad
Brechin, Jerry Young and now Jeremy Pullen. They have been supported by Committee
members, Assistant Scoutmasters, Merit Badge Counselors, and others.

One of the strong points of Troop 876 is our outdoor program, with a trip planned every
month. The troop has been canoeing in the Okefenokee Swamp, camping on Cumberland
Island, backpacking the Appalachian Trail, snow skiing in West Virginia, white water rafting
in Tennessee, deep sea fishing in the Gulf of Mexico, and even canoeing over 60 miles in the
wilderness of Maine.

Another strong point is the troop’s community service. Whether it is helping with land-
scaping at our charter organization Eastminster Presbyterian, helping at Taste of Tucker
or enhancing the community through Eagle Projects, we strive to “Help other people at all
times”, a key point in the Scout Oath.

The troop has produced over 75 Eagle Scouts since 1988, more than 2 per year, which is
an impressive number, and the troop is on track to exceed that number in 2024.

While the Troop’s primary focus is developing young leaders, the adults have just as
much fun and adventure as the kids. Troop 876 is a place where adventure happens, and we
hope you come join us every Monday night at 7:30 to see what all the fun is about! We're
even planning to start a separate girls troop this year, so if you’re interested please email
committeechair@bsatroop876.com.

neighbors
From Friends of Johns Homestead on Facebook:

Thanks so much to the 127 dedicated volunteers
who came out on this Day of Service to help pull ivy at
John’s Homestead. We OBLITERATED the ivy in a
huge area along the trail and had a lot of fun domg it!
Thanks also to our FEmE o T R
wonderful spon-
sors, The Corner
cup Coffee and
Rehoboth Baptist
Church as well
as our new part-
ners PEPSI and
Tucker Brewing
Company whose
employees came
out to volunteer
with us today. We
are so thankful
for this wonderful
support from the

community! Facebook picture of Homestead clean-up.

SENIOR EVENTS at
TUCKER RECREATION CENTER
4898 Lavista Rd. Tucker GA 30084

LUNCH and LEARN: YAHTZEE
Friday, February 9 « 11:30-12:30 PM
Join us for our
6th annual Senior Valentine’s Day Lunch!
Enjoy a delicious meal and dessert from Bambinelli’s.
Meal will include Salad and Dinner rolls,
Spaghetti and Lasagna, Famous Cannoli and Coffee

Come play Valentine’s BINGO and win prizes
Wednesday, February 14 « 12:00 PM - 2:30 PM

LUNCH AND LEARN: SKIP-BO
Monday, March 18 e 11:30-12:30 PM
The Tucker Recreation Center also offers Bridge,
Richard Simmons Silver Foxes exercise,
and a wide variety of classes for all ages!

https://Tucker.recdesk.com

Blarkenship

FAMILY DEN TIS1 RY —~

\Qﬁ'—"{

For over three decades, Blankenship Family Dentistry has been
treating the Smoke Rise Community with a personal touch.

You will feel comfortable with our father-daughter team that offers an
abundance of dental talent, in a judgement-free environment.

Call to make your appointment today.
770.879.0732

Art Wood

#YourMortgageGuyForlLife

& Zillow

MY COMMUNITY IS MY HOME

Born and raised In Tucker
Located on Maln Street
17 years of experience

Founder of Taste of Tucker

Community leader

“I am proud to have helped

Art Wood, Area Manager

ART WOOD s iz

www ArtWoodMortgageTeam.com

Sk Bk, WA, | WML 51 @ ‘T34 bgin Sarwnt | Faitar. G0 30084
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Losing Our Best Friend By joc! Gilbert

My wife and I have never gotten a dog because it would
have been so unfair given our heavy travel schedules. Even
though we both grew up with dogs and loved them dearly,
we just couldn’t bear to do that. We both also remember the
profound pain of their passing. As most will attest, dogs are
perhaps the best living being examples of unconditional love.
So, perhaps there is something even more meaningful to be
learned when they die.

I am not sure this thought prompted the now famous
church sign battles about “all dogs go to heaven.” As you may
know, this tit-for-tat battle between neighboring churches
went on for weeks with escalating rhetorical remarks as
shown here.

In case the text is hard to read:

Catholic Church: All Dogs Go to Heaven

e

'l.al""
e

Presbyterian Church: Only humans go to heaven, read the
Bible

' uﬁtﬂ'@'?“”.‘"

~ ONLY HUHMIB B0 10
HEAVEN READ THE BIBLE

Catholic Church: Catholic Dogs Go To Heaven.
Presbyterian Dogs Can Talk to Their Pastor

CATNORLIC 000G GO 10 WEAVIN
PRESUYTERIAN DOGS CAN ALIL ﬂ

1RiIR PASTOR u_i :

B S ESEE AT

Presbyterian Church: Converting to Catholicism Does Not
Magically Grant Your Dog a Soul

cnlvmlus (I
CATHOLOCISM DDES NOT

MAGICALLY GRANT YOUR
DOG A S0UL

This Wall Street Journal link offers profound
thoughts about what dogs teach us about love while they
are alive, as well as in their death. For the digital version,
visit https://www.wsj.com/lifestyle/dog-owners-death-les-
sons-love-grief-53¢775112st=ogoiqjer6hergv9&reflink=desk-

topwebshare_permalink

For print copy, just Google the Wall Street
Journal with “What Dogs can Teach us about Grief
and God”

Losing a dog is indeed a unique brand of grief,
according to Nancy Curotto, a licensed psychologist
specializing in pet loss. The relationship a person has
with their pet is “one of the most intense bonds one
can have,” Curotto said. “This relationship is uncon-
ditional” ... at least on the pet’s part.

Most of you probably have experienced this loss,
and my blog may indeed bringa tear to your eye ... and
I am sorry for that ... except that there is the thought
I wish you would consider. Why was this animal so
dear to you? He or she never offered advice, bought
you gifts, or told you how to live. They sat silent near
you, often with their chin on your leg. They wel-
comed you home every day as if you had been gone
for years. And they never tired or took for granted
any time you spent walking or playing with them.

The pain of their loss should tell us about ele-
ments in our relationships that seem to matter most
to people. Spend time, quietly, and play. It is OK
to cry with them too as our Sunday School teach-
er reminds me telling a story

Tucker February Events

Sunday, February 11
Big Game Watch Day - Teens
at Tucker Rec 6:00-9:00 pm
(Food/Games/Prizes)

TKREP™

« Antico

« Bambinelli's

+ Bell Street Burritos
+ Bite of Korea

+ Blue Ribbon Grill

+ Cococakes by Coco
« The Corner Cup

« El Taco Naco

« FarmED Kitchen &

« Ford's BBQ
+ Grecian Gyro
+ Honey Joe Cafe

+ Kaylee's Candy
Boutique

+ Las Colinas

+ Local7

+ Magnolia Room

+ Matthews Cafeteria

+ Munster Cravings

+ Pontoon Brewing

+ Shorty's

Bar + Tucker Brewing
Company

+ Tucker Meat Market

+ VTasteCakes Vegan
Bakery

FEBRUARY 20-25

TuckerRestaurantWeek.com
Complete details and restaurant offerings
for the 2024 event are available at
tuckerrestaurantweek.com.

of a boy who was late com-
ing home from school. His
mother asked why, and he
said he had to stop and help
his friend whose bike had
broken. She said “You don’t
know anything about fixing a
bike.” He shrugged his shoul-
ders and said: “Yeah, I know,
but he needed somebody to
cry with him.”

Oh, and, by the way,
DOG spelled backwards is
GOD.

Serving our community for 24 years.

Seasoned stylists can help you easily
achieve your style, classic or sassy.

770-879-1071 APPOINTMENTS PREFERRED

ma
'AtlantaPIumbersGm

The
Plumbers
Guild

Angies list
Angie's List
Super Service Award Winner

T LECTRICAL SERVICES

FINANCING AVAILABLE THROUGH

%) Hearth

We Service, Replace and Repair

Our award-winning, professional
team is licensed and
fully insured.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Electrical Systems on Commercial,
Industrial and Residential Properties.

Dan Doster, Owner & "

Free Estimates! Call Today!

170.939.8808

www.enies-electrical.com
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NEWS YOU CAN USE

By AvivA Hoffmann

Who’s Calling? Protect Yourself from Unwanted Sales Calls

Are you tired of receiving unsolicited sales calls? The National Do Not Call Registry
offers a solution to reduce the number of telemarketing calls you receive.

The National Do Not Call Registry is a FREE service designed to halt unwanted sales
calls from law-abiding companies. You can register your home or cell phone number at
DoNotCall.gov or by calling 1- (888) 382-1222 from the phone you wish to register.
Registration is straightforward and free. Alternatively, you can register your number online
at DoNotCall.gov. You'll get an email with a link to
click on within 72 hours to complete your registration.

Once registered, your number is added to a list that
informs telemarketers about the numbers they should
not call. Your phone number should show up on the

Registry the next day, but it can take up to 31 days for

sales calls to stop. Also note, being on the Registry does NATIONAL

DO NOT CALL
REGISTRY

not block calls, particularly from scammers engaging
in illegal activities. To further protect yourself from

unwanted calls, explore call-blocking and call-labeling
services. Various options are available for cell phones,
traditional landlines, and home phones using internet-based calling (VoIP). Visit ctia.org
for a list of call-blocking apps for cell phones and the FCC’s Call Blocking Resources for
landlines and internet-based phones.

While the Do Not Call Registry stops most unwanted sales calls, certain types of calls
are still allowed under FTC rules. These include political calls, charitable calls, debt col-
lection calls, purely informational calls, and surveys. However, these calls cannot include a
sales pitch. Companies can call you if you've recently done business with them, or if you've
given them written permission to call. If you ask them not to call you, they must stop. Be
sure to write down the date you asked them to stop.

Robocalls that contain recorded messages with a sales pitch are against the law unless
the company has written permission from you to call in that manner. If you receive an ille-
gal robocall, hang up immediately. Don’t press buttons to be taken off a call list or to talk to
a live person. It might lead to more unwanted calls. Report illegal robocalls to the FTC at
ftc.gov/robocalls or through the streamlined reporting form at DoNotCall.gov. Reporting
calls is crucial in the fight against illegal, annoying, activities.

If you are getting spam text messages, you can forward them to the number 7726 or
“SPAM?” to report them to your wireless provider. Providers use information reported by
customers through 7726 to further calibrate spam filters and other sophisticated tools to
protect consumers from spam messages.

If you've lost money to a phone scam, or if you have information about a company
or scammer who called you, report it at ReportFraud.ftc.gov. Companies violating the
National Do Not Call Registry can face fines of up to $50,120 per call. Your reports help
authorities identify and stop those responsible for illegal calls and scams.

I don’t know why you’d want to, but... if you wish to remove your number from the
Registry, call 1-888-382-1222 from the registered phone. The removal process takes effect
the next day, and businesses must update their telemarketing lists within 31 days. Even if
they have permission to contact you, telemarketers must follow specific rules, such as not
calling before 8:00 a.m. or after 9:00 p.m. And of course, they must be truthful and obtain
your permission before charging your account for any transaction.

Empower yourself against unwanted calls by utilizing the National Do Not Call
Registry and understanding the rules and resources available. By actively participating in
reporting and staying informed, we all can contribute to creating a safer and more secure
community.

Call for free consultation

@*ERGI _
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Troubled Trees

By Susan Gilbert, Staff Writer

One of the most striking and attractive features of Smoke
Rise is its abundance of trees. Their leafy branches provide
cooling shade in summer and decorate our landscape with fall
color. However, with so many so close to our homes, there
may be avoidable trouble lurking in our yards. Knowing
that, we had an arborist walk around our property to assess
our trees and advise us if any had any problems. He gave usa
clean bill of health saying our trees were fine.

Knowing that, we didn’t have to do anything, but there
was a large tulip poplar at the back of our property that was
leaning precariously toward the house that worried me. If it
fell in a storm, it would split our house in half and cause enor-
mous damage, so I decided to have it removed. Before starting
work, the crew foreman that came to do the job pointed out
that the enormous pine tree next to the poplar was more like-
ly to fall and crush our home. They asked if they could get it
out first because it was putting the house in imminent danger.
It took 4 hours to get it down because they were working so
close to the house. A man with a chainsaw climbed to the top
and started removing branches, then sections of the trunk. It
was fascinating and terrifying to watch him flip around in the
air with a chain saw in one hand, the other managing the safe-
ty lines holding him in place as he flipped 4-foot sections of
the trunk to the
ground. Yikes.

When they
had it down to
ground level as
just a stump,
they showed me
why they were so
concerned about
it. It only had a
~4-inch ring of
live tree holding
itup. Terrifying,
One brave crew member jumped down into the hole in the
center of the stump to see how deep it was. He disappeared--
establishing the hole was over 5-feet deep. People who cut

down trees are an adventurous lot.

So now it was on to taking out the seemingly healthy
tulip poplar, another 4-hour project. Upon completion, I
was shocked to see it had the same condition as the pine, a
hollow interior. Not as bad as the pine, but enough to make
one wonder how it stayed erect during windstorms.

The experience taught us to not assume our trees are
healthy and proved that even a professional arborist may not
be able to tell which need to go.
good look at your home and try to envision what damage

I encourage you to take a

would be done if one of your large trees toppled in its direc-
tion. And if you decide to have some removed, be aware that
City of Tucker and Dekalb County have rules about their
removal that you can find on their websites or using a search
engine.

KASPAR & WHITE

= A PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANCY CORPORATION e

Kaspar and White is o full-service CPA firm offering personal and small business lax and accounting services.
Give us a call at (770) 491-7510 or visit us as www kasparandwhite.com.
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HEALTH NOTES:
February is Heart Health Month

By Pat Baumann, MD

Everyone knows that heart health is important. Since
everyone already knows this, I would like to focus on your
knowledge, and to urge you (and me!) to start doing more
about it.  Doing more involves improving your under-
standing of what heart health means, and includes putting
together a personal heart health plan, and better yet, putting
your personal heart health plan into action.

Off the top of my head, you, and I both can think of
ways to live a healthier life. Self-care can prevent so much
serious heart disease! I consulted an exceptional cardiol-
ogist who is a colleague, dear friend, and a smart man, Dr.
Walter Mashman. Walter trained at Emory, practices at

J
Out the Window

Article and Illustration by Beth Henson

Hairy Woodpecker

Peek, peek, peek, peck! A loud,
rather squeaky repeating bird call
caught my attention as I passed the
tall, French dining room windows
that overlooked the barren winter
backyard. The playful song strongly
reminded me of the noisy, squeaky
toy my daughter’s new puppy loved to
chew. I quickly checked out the suet
feeder on the bare-limbed dogwood

S

in time to see Mr. Hairy Woodpecker
skillfully sashaying down the trunk.

Piedmont Heart Institute, and has over 28 years of expertise.
I asked him to come up with ten of the most important
heart health points, and he generously obliged. His list, as
follows, is in order of importance:
No tobacco products

His favorite tasty treat was there for
the taking. I couldn’t help but chuck-
D le, seeing the comical white wisps of

stringy feathers adorning the ridge

Exercise

Exercise of his back, highlighted by a brilliant
Exercise red patch at the top. He truly did
Healthy diet look to be overdue for a trip to the

salon. Enjoy your late lunch, my fuzzy friend. I'll check if my stylist can work you in.

A\ s

Maintain a healthy weight
Adequate refreshing sleep
Limit alcohol

9. Surround yourself with people who care about you
10. Exercise

e O A

Yummy 3-Ingredient Hot Chocolate for Two

You will notice “no tobacco products” is number one. , ) ) , , )
It is sooo cold outside! Here is a great 3-ingredient recipe for hot chocolate from the

Frugal Girls. It is highly likely that you have all three ingredients in your pantry right now.
When three’s a crowd.... this recipe makes just the right amount for you and your sweetie.

That means no tobacco products. Quitting smoking reduc-
es your risk of heart disease, cancer, lung disease, and other
illnesses. Hopefully by now, no one will argue the validity of
this. A lot of nice, otherwise intelligent people smoke. Talk 3 Tbsp Cocoa Powder ‘
to your doctor for ways to help you stop. There is no dose 3 Tbsp S ugar . X

of cigarette smoke that is good for you. 1/3 cup hot water
Personally, I am deficient in 2, 3, 4, and 10. Thereisno 2 cups whole milk (or 2%)

way for me to rationalize this away, the studies are conclu- Optional: cinnamon sprinkle or Y2 tsp real vanilla
sive, exercise reduces the risk of premature death. Physical
activity keeps the heart and circulatory system healthy and

provides protection against numerous chronic diseases. It optional ingredients) stirring continually over medium-high
also strengthens those muscles that help reduce the risk of heat until well combined and smooth. Pour in milk and decrease

falls in older people. The best exercise is the one you enjoy heat to medium, continuing to stir. You do NOT want the milk

the most. The American Heart Association recommends  to boil, only to get hot. You can tell it is just right when a few

150 minutes of moderate exercise per week, which you can bubbles form around the edges of the pan,
Pour cocoa into two mugs and top with any of the ingredients or a combination of them.

Add cocoa, sugar and water into medium saucepan (with

achieve by walking a little over 20 minutes a day. Get out
there and enjoy our beautiful neighborhood! Move more!

Healthy diet: Generally, this means eating in modera-
tion, and eating more fruits and vegetables, fewer processed
foods. The so-called Mediterranean diet prioritizes fresh
produce in addition to whole grains, beans, nuts, fish, and
olive oil. This diet has been shown to lower the risk of heart

‘Add ons’: whipped cream and sprinkles, marshmallows, soft peppermint sticks or crushed
peppermints, mini chocolate chips, Nutella, caramel sauce, toffee bits.

PARK SPRINGS"®

A Lipe Plan Community

disease, cancer, diabetes, and dementia. ~

Healthy weight: A Body Mass Index (BMI) of between 6}
18.5 and 24.9 suggests a healthy weight range. There are I
online tables where you can use your height and weight to
look up if you are in the healthy range.

Adequate refreshing sleep: Sleep is sometimes over-
looked but plays a major role in health. Research has found
that consistently getting good quality sleep can add several
years to a person’s life. Sleep seems especially important for
brain health: people who sleep less than five hours a night

have been found to have double the risk of dementia.

Visit ParkSprings.com/Events
Discover More About February
Virtual & In-Person Events

Limit alcohol: More than one drink per day for women
and two for men raises the risk for heart disease and atrial

fibrillation, liver disease, and seven types of cancer.

Surround yourself with people who care: Psychological
health often takes a back seat to physical health, but it is just
as important. Isolation and loneliness are as biga detriment
of our health as smoking and puts us at a higher risk of
dementia, heart disease, and stroke.

Ll \ A "
Find the Next Gear of Life
Welcome to the place where your whole day.is made up of

happy hours. Every day at Park Springs is an opportunity to
connect, laugh, and enjoy the company of friends.

Villas, Cottages, & Houses with 1, 2, & 3 Bedroom Floorplans
Active Adult * Assisted Living * Memory Care * Skilled Nursing * Rehabilitation
Visit Us at ParkSprings.com or Call 678-684-3300 Today to Schedule a Tour

An Isakson Living Community | Stone Mountain, GA @

When we take care of our hearts as part of self-care,
we not only benefit ourselves, but we also set an example
for others. It is a new year, and February is Heart Health
Month. Go do something! &

~8 ~
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Press“re Wash

Professional pressure washing—all surfaces
Decks, Stained and Sealed

678-469-1599

scottspressurewash.net ¢ scottpressurewash@gmail.com

Belco Electric

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
SINCE 1972

Fast, Dependable 24-hr. Service by
Professional, Uniformed Electricians

770-455-4556

Check out our website: Belcolnc.com

and follow us on |

joycerayl26@gmail.com
404-316-2299

'7 The best way hom q

Chapman Hall Premier Realtors
1772B Century Boulevard, Atlanta Ga. 30345

Since 1987 - Metro Atlanta & Smoke Rise

Kitchens, Basements, Decks, Additions, Baths,
Screened Porches, Window and Door
Replacement, All Phases of

Construction, General
Improvements & Repairs

ATLANTA CUSTOM
CONSTRUCTION

Keith Tindle
atlcustomconstruction.com
Office: 770-452-1925

Cell: 404-432-0535

Serving the Atlanta area since 1980
References Available Licensed & Insured

Light Commercial
Work Welcomed

Handyman Services
also Available.

SANCTUARY
YOGA

Empowering personal transformation
through all-inclusive yoga

Coffee with Your Honey? Or Your Hens or Friends?
By Cheri Schneider (coffee snob)

The recent opening of the new PERC coffeeshop and roasting company on Tucker’s
Main Street got me thinking dreamily of some time with a ‘cuppa’ and some conversation
with my honey. I have my own coffee connoisseur- my husband. He keeps me ‘grounded’ in
this department. Usually with Starbucks. I outgrew flavored coffees some years ago. Did you
know that Tucker/ Stone Mountain Village and Lilburn have their own little collection of
coffee shops? If you are looking to escape the daily ‘grind’ and relax and enjoy a cup of coffee
with a friend, here is my list. The list is not all inclusive (although the shops are).

Try these:
1. PERC (PANTHER’S EYE ROASTING COMPANY)

| ——

PEOPLE COFFEE

COFFEE PEOPLE

PERC Coﬁfee is now open on Main Street

What they say about themselves:

We roasted our first batch in the spring of 2010 in Savannah, GA. It quickly became
clear we needed a shorter name. Luckily, the acronym PERC worked great. It was me, a roast-
er, and some tunes cranked up real loud. I started slinging bags at the farmers’ market and
brewingat events around town. After hooking up with a handful
of accounts, I hired our first two employees, my parents.

As things kept rocking, we needed more capacity. So, we
moved to a big warchouse with a larger roaster, a retail shop,
and a cupping and training space. We also needed a team.
So, I partnered with some fantastic humans, Alan Fischer,
Amber Foreman, Taylor Kimball, and Andrew Kapral. We came
together like Voltron to take things to the next level.

We started opening shops in my hometown of Atlanta. We
wanted the spaces to be bright and fun with loads of good vibes.
We wanted to challenge ourselves to provide our customers
with the highest level of coffee and hospitality. We also added
our Atlanta HQ with offices, training space, and an interpretive
dance studio, OK, not that last part :)

We have big plans. But no matter what’s in store, we'll
always be down-to-earth coffee people excited to share good times and awesome coffee with

everyone we meet.
Also: Check out the following:

2. Paramount Coffee Shop & Books, 2245 Idlewood Rd, Tucker, GA 30084, Mon - Closed,
Tue -Thursday: 7:00 am... It looks really cozy and the space is filled with BOOKS! My hus-
band is a librarian at heart and will love it!

3. Caribou coffee/ Einstein Bagels: 4324 Lavista Rd Ste D-103 Tucker, GA 30084. Who
doesn’t like a Bagel with your coffee? I am not sure but remember: most Einstein Bagels
stores close around 2 pm.

4. Corner Cup Coffee-Tucker: 2380 Main Street, Tucker. 770-674-1656. Store Hours
Mon-Fri 6 am to 5 pm and Sat-Sun 7 am to 5 pm. They expanded Tucker’s love of coffee
and conversation!

5. Alcove Coffee House: 4615 Stone Mountain Hwy, Lilburn, Georgia 30047 (Near Lake
Lucern and the music lesson place) 770-979-3030. They operate Mon-Thurs 11 am to 5 pm;
Fri- Sat 11 am to 4 pm. (alcovecoffechouse.com).

6. Frontporchroast@gmail.com, 404-539-24561056 Sheppard Road-Stone Mountain,
GA. I do not think they have a shop (not sure), but this is a family-owned business and
if you are up for trying home roasted coffees by a very ‘artsy’ family... here is your chance.
https://www.frontporchroasters.com/.

Chances are there are other places: Of course Dunkin’ Donuts, Chik-Fil-A; Refuge cof-
fee in Clarkston, Maraki there as well; Mokhaport (across from Sam’s Club on Mountain
Industrial). They have vegetarian food and Ethiopian/ Yemeni coffee drinks. Go explore!

~9~
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Gosmic Love
by Victoria Crosby

Just thinking about you

brings a smile to my face.

You touch me without contact.

Like a magic magnet | feel you pull me near.
It seems a strange fact that we’re together
even when you’re not here.

Have we loved in other times,

have we dreamed together,

were our past lives intertwined,

will our future destiny cross eternal lines?
Someday when all the universe is in harmony,

our love song will still reverberate

across the cosmos.

Loving you for who you are and who you used to be
across the lines of space and time

for all eternity.

© Copyright 1999 Victoria R. Crosby All Rights Reserved
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16th Annual Black History Month Celebration

A Tribute to Black History in DeKalb Featuring Historian,
Author, and Activist Dr. Herman “Skip” Mason, Jr.

Join us for our 16th Annual Black History Month
Celebration! Dr. Herman “Skip” Mason, Jr., will provide
an exciting retrospective look
at DeKalb’s history through
the lens of his book, African
American  Life in DeKalb
County, 1823-1970, pub-
lished in 1998. Don’t miss this
unique opportunity to gain
insights, understanding, and

an authentic connection to
DeKalb County’s rich African
American heritage.

Marcia  Glenn Hunter, Dy, Herman “Skip” Mason, Jr.
Lithonia’s first Black female
mayor, will provide opening remarks.

The program will include celebratory musical selections
from singer Nzinga Benton. Dancer Morgan Harrell, Miss
Middle West Georgia, will close the program with a dynam-
ic interpretive dance.

Lunch is included with ticket purchase and will be pro-
vided by Phenomenal Foods by Chef Holly.

Thursday, February 22 ¢ 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
DeKalb History Center, 2nd floor
101 E Court Square, Decatur GA 30030

ESTP 1962

BOBBAILEY'’S

APPLIANCE C°

5100 Highway 78 East Stone Mountain, GA 30087
Phone 770.979.1077 Fax 770.979.1844

Website: www.bobbailevs.com

% Family Owned & Operated

<+ Quality Brands & Great Pricing

%+ Professional Delivery and Installation
+ Serving Smoke Rise over 50 years

l. © BOSCH
&)
JENNAIR - Invented for life
KitchenAid’

oLE] Thermadar ® EUB%ZE Rq

Peters Park Community Celebrates Black History Month
By Victoria Crosby

The Peters Park Community in Tucker involves four streets founded by four African
American families, the Peters, the Clarks, the Raimeys and the Barkers, who all still live in
the same neighborhood: Peters Street, Clark Drive, Herbert Street (after Herbert Barker).
Raimey Street was renamed Tucker Industrial, when businesses started to take over, and the
church, that had been founded by the families, was torn down to make way for a Longhorn
Steakhouse.

I met Karen Peters in 2021 when I had just moved to Atlanta from Long Island NY. I
first met her father, Johnny Peters. He was handing out flyers on Tucker Day for his daughter
Karen who was running for office at that time. I was impressed with Karen, and her family’s
passion for their community. Johnny Peters passed away on October 7, 2023, and the family
held a New Orleans style funeral for him, complete with a jazz performance and a parade of
vintage cars from the South DeKalb Street Rodders, a group he founded.

Since 2018, the Peters Park Community organization has formed a committee to head
revitalization, with frequent meetings to keep neighbors informed. They have organized and
executed several community cleanup campaigns and meet with the City of Tucker officials
regularly for updates and solutions to problems and keep code enforcement informed on
property violations. They have also formed a neighborhood watch and formed relationships
with Tucker Police Precinct, the District Attorney liaison and have also reached out to
DeKalb officials.

Last year there was a
fundraiser held at the St.
John Apostolic Holiness
Church on Clark Drive,
titled an Evening of
Reflections Celebrating
Black History Month,
Featuring the Four
Streets. I tell you this
so you can know about
the video documentary
about how the commu-
nity evolved. Linda Clark,
who is president of the
organization, acted as MC
of the event. She welcomed the diverse audience and introduced her brother, Dr. Curtis
Clark, Pastor of Power of God Church, who gave the opening prayer. Rashanda Barber, a
parishioner of the St. John Apostolic Church, then welcomed everyone and sang a powerful
and moving Gospel hymn, accompanied on the organ by talented musician Sherman Jordan.
Virginia Turks spoke about the history of the four streets, then the video documentary, Four
Streets, was show. It is about “A family steeped in faith, family and neighborhood.” The link
is: www.https://youtube.com/watch?v=Xkhd6nYrH-4.

At last years event, St. John’s Praise Team performed several uplifting Gospel songs.
Linda Clark with Karen Peters, Virginia Turks, and Patricia Smith unveiled a portrait of
William McKinley Peters, Karen Peters” Great-Great Uncle, for whom the park was named,
painted by artist Jeanie Cofer Wilson. Pastor Curtis Clark gave a closing blessing, then the
people were invited to join in another room for refreshments, which were provided by the
Peters Park Community Association, including a large cake that had a portrait of the four
ladies of the founding families on it. There were books, posters and other items reflecting
Black History Month on display.

4633 Hugh Howell Road - Tucker, Georgia 30084
770—496—0890

25+ Years Strong! Proudly Serving Smoke Rise & Greater Atlanta!

Specialized In

* Routine Maintenance & Service

* Brakes, Tires, Alignment

Major Engine & Transmission Repair

Emissions Related Repairs & Readiness

Coolant, Power-steering, Transmission, Brake Flush

e Check Engine Light & Warning Indicator Diagnostics

M’pGERMAN AUTO

YOUR SMOKE RISE EUROPEAN SERVICE AND REPAIR FACILITY
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Georgia Iris Society
Meeting
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10,2024
2:00 PM
St. Bartholomew Episcopal Church
1790 Lavista Road, NE
Atlanta, GA 30329

The program is titled: “No Dig Iris Planting
Techniques” by Georgia Iris Society President, Henry
Everett. Our meetings are free to the public and all are
welcome. Join us for beautification, education, and
recreation.

For more information contact Quill Duncan:

(770) 414-4766. "

L

Smoke Rise Garden Club

Our January 2024 meeting was held at the home of
Margo Collin with co-hostesses Ann Weisz and Pat Mitchell
providing the refreshments. Our speaker was Trecia Neal,
who began her career as an ornithologist and has spent over
thirty years banding birds to study their migration and
breeding habits. Her slide show presented, as well as her
handout, “Keystone Plants” for our region, what we should
be plantingin order to support and attract birds and pollina-
tors. We learned cats kill more birds than wind turbines and
building/home windows.
It is estimated outdoor
cats kill 1.3 to 4 billion
birds per year, windows a
billion, and wind turbines
half a million. So please
keep your cats inside. I
guess one plus for coyotes
in our area is outdoor cat

Wet Your Beak

control.

Ms. Neal also does
native plant and wild-
life garden designs and
opened a new native plant
nursery near Tucker. Her
design company is Green
Gardens and she may be reached at 404-857-4132 or tneal@
greengardensedu.com and the nursery is Wild Roots Native
Nursery, www.wildrootsnativenursery.com.

Our February 5 meeting speaker is Sally Bethea who is
the retired founding director of Chattahoochee Riverkeeper
and her program will be Reviving and Defending a Great
Southern River, the Chattahoochee.

Our club meets on the first Monday of the month
September through May at 7:00 p.m. in a member’s home.
If you are interested in joining us for a meeting, please con-
tact Gina Dilley at ginadilley@gmail.com. Gina can also
email you a copy of the Keystone plant list, if you are inter-
ested.

RY
“TAKE SOME OF THE WOR
OUT OF LIFE"POLICY.

With rewards for safe behavior that protects what matters most,
rather than penalties for what doesn't go quite right. And with
the support you need, every step of the way. For your car.
Your home. For your unique life.

Dream fearlessly with American Family Insurance. Contact me today.

Thele Moore, Agent

1835 E Park Place Blvd Ste 111
Stone Mountain, GA 30087
Bus: (678) 537-8430
thelemooreinsurance.com
Certified Agency in
Customer Excellence

I

AMERICAN FAMILY
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Morning Glories Sowing Seeds for the Future

January is not usually the time to sow seeds, but we were gifted with seeds from our speak-
er, Felicity Davis. Felicity is a landscape architect with GA Department of Transportation,
and she has the wildflower project as part of her responsibilities. Felicity gave us packets of
cosmos seeds that are planted along the roadways each summer for spectacular fall bloom.
You can plant these seeds in mid-April and again in July as they do along highways such
as I-75 and US 78. We will be sharing our seeds with the STEM classes at Smoke Rise
Elementary School. Felicity’s talk focused on a garden planting technique entitled the
“Matrix” where layers of plants are added to a flower bed or plot to create interest at least
three levels in the garden. It uses the concept of strategic seasonal planting for color and
interest all year long using groupings
of plants for impact.

The club elected new officers
for the 2024-2026 term and will be
installed in March. Our incoming
President is Amie Walsh, First Vice
President is Bonnie Pennington,
Second Vice President-Glenndolyn
Hallman, Recording Secretary- C@ﬂ
Duncan, Corresponding Secretaries
are Melanie Chastain and Faye
Long, Treasurer is Joy Zaidan and
Janet McGinnis is Parliamentarian.

Our club is also focused on a |
very special event for April 9, 2024.
We will present a small standard

flower show with floral designs and

horticulture from our home gardens. The show will be judged. The floral designs will fea-
ture petite designs that offer a charming way to showcase a design in miniature. Prior to
our show we will have a demonstration at our February meeting by a noted expert in floral
design and then a March hands-on workshop for practice sessions. If you are interested in
these topics or want to know more details, please contact our President Janet McGinnis at

770 939-8878.

Mountain Mums Garden Club

The January Mountain Mums Garden Club meeting was held at the home of Cherie
Schneider with Kathy Rhinehart and Kate Graham serving as co-hostesses. Co-President
Rita Maloof opened the meeting by asking Connie Henry to provide an inspiration, which
was an appropriate garden-themed prayer focused on how we can prune our hearts and lives
to kick off the year!

The first speaker of 2024 was Andrea Wahl whose topic was “Bye Bye Invasive Plants.”
Andrea is a fourthh generation Tucker native. She graduated from Tucker High School,
studied environmental science at Berry Collage and received her master’s degree in Forestry
from Auburn University. She is an Ecologist with Atkins, specializing in wetland delinea-
tions and endangered species surveys. She lives on family land in Tucker with her husband,
two children, dogs and goats. They enjoy gardening, canning, hiking and traveling.

Andrea shared alot of information on Invasive Plants including the environmental risks
and how to prevent them. Some interesting tidbits from her presentation include that invasive
plants—most of which originated in Asia or China—are usually successful because they have
alarge quantity of seeds and thrive in dis-
turbed soil. She shared a “Dirty Dozen”
list, many of which you are probably
familiar with including Kudzu, Bradford
Pears, Rose Mimosa, Chinaberry and

more! Andrea encouraged everyone to
be intentional about what they are plant-
ing and to choose plants that are native
with low maintenance (examples are
Asters, Oak Leaf Hydrangeas, Piedmont
or Chocolate Azaleas, Indigo, Canadian
Wild Ginger as a ground cover or Native
Crossvine for a climbing plant. There are
many more. If you are struggling with
your yard or want to start off right, she
suggested that you develop a good plan
before you begin. Several organizations exist that are good resources to help develop a plan,
including Plant.Net, Seck, EDD Maps, Trees Atlanta, North GA Native Plant Nursery, GA
Invasive Species Task Force and the GA Plant Conservation Alliance.

In February, the Mountain Mums are looking forward to another visit to Atria Park of
Tucker, an assisted living facility. Members will assist residents in learning to make paper
towel roses for Valentine’s Day!

The next meeting on Wednesday, Feb. 14, at the home of Marian Fetzek and will feature
Jim Mines who will be speaking about “Outstanding Orchids.” Contact Mary Jacobson,
Membership Chair, for more information on joining or visiting at the next meeting at mja-
cob1010@gmail.com.
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ATTENTION ADVERTISERS: All ad submissions and advertising inquiries should be directed to:
Classified and Display ads: Staff@smokesignalnews.com
Flyers: Barbara Luton at barluton@aol.com.

All classified ads are limited to 20 words, with the Smoke Signal reserving the right to edit any copy.
Ads are $240 per year. Please submit a copy of ad to staff @smokesignalnews.com with your full name,
address and phone number. Make checks out to Smoke Signal and mail to P.O. Box 1038, Tucker, GA

30085. We require full payment prior to ad placement.

For information on display (box) advertisements or flyer inserts, see contact information on page 2.

Classified Ads

BUYER LOOKING FOR
SMOKE RISE HOME
Realtor representing couple look-
ing for owner-financed home in
Smoke Rise area with 50-75%
cash down. Further details,
contact Rick (828) 342-2979.

OLIVER’S PAINTING
I'am an Interior painting
spccialist. Free estimates,

30 years’ experience,
Tucker resident.
Call/Text Oliver Cunningham
770-598-7567

WAGNON
LANDSCAPE GROUP
Residential, commercial, design
and installation. Year-round
maintenance, light tree work
and cleanups. Licensed/insured
SR resident with SR references.
770-381-3697.

PLUMBER
Plumbing-Electrical-H.V.A.C
Repairs-Replacement
New Installation
Family Owned and Operated
38 yrs Experience, Senior Discount

Call Troy-770-256-8940

A KICKIN' & PICKIN’
ESTATE SALES We stage,
price and sell your treasures
and offer liquidation and clean-
ing services. Contact Rick
Kicklighter at 678-234-6956.
Computer Service. Repairs,
Upgrades, Setups and Training
Trusted company working with
local community since 1995.
References available. 770-309-4735
www.thepclink.com
PIANO TUNING AND
REPAIRS Over 40 years of pro-
fessional experience. Contact
Smoke Rise resident Steve
Duncan at 770-414-4766 or
Iswd@att.net

DOG BOARDING:
Loving dog care. Small, selective,

safe, fun. Your dog will be glad

you went on vacation!

Call 770-510-8641 or visit
www.theshepherdsglen.com
DOG GROOMING
Smoke Rise Resident
Call/Text Lisa 404-444-7763
Loving Care for your
Under 401b Furbabies

Professional Groomer since 2006

AFFORDABLE LAWN CARE
Mowing, edging,
pruning, trimming, etc.
Reasonable, dependable, insured.
Call Mark at 404-697-7426.
Greg Buys Vintage T-Shirts:
I pay cash for clothes made
before the year 2000. Call or

text me at 470-879-4231
Heatingand Air Conditioning;
Water Heaters Installed; Gas
Lines Installed; Commercial
and Residential Professional
Technicians: James Maceco;
770-365-4258
Auto body shop local serving
Tucker, Stone Mtn, Smoke
Rise. Honest, reasonable, qual-
ity work. Providing home-to-
shop transportation. Call Dave
770-609-8759.

PETS, PAPERS, & POSIES.

I'll take care of them
while you're away.

Smoke Rise resident 40+ years.

Karen Bouchard. 404-472-7348.

petspapersandposies@gmail.com

Need a professional pet sitter?
Call Critter Sittin’ Sisters at
404-409-3765. We make your

pets smile!

The purpose of the Smoke Signal classifieds is to advertise goods and services to the community.

After 14 years with Keller Williams,
we are proud to announce our affiliation with PalmerHouse!

Eleanor Pairick Homes Group

PalmerHouse Properties

Over 15 Years Serving Buyers and Sellers in Smoke Rise and Metro Atlanta!

For Excellent Personalized Customer Service
Tailored to You — Buy & Sell with Elle!

o Positive Solutions Teamed with the Ease of Doing Business
o Protect Your Best Interest At All Times

o Excellent Client Reviews

o Over 20 Years as A Smoke Rise Resident
Contact us Today for a free home Consultation

eleanorpatrickhomes@gmail.com
404-721-2904 Direct/ Mobile/Text
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Eleanor Patrick, Realtor

YOUR SMOKE RISE CORVETTE FULL SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY
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*See Advisor for details

770—496—0890
4633 Hugh Howell Road — Tucker, Georgia 30084
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e Rise Special

e Military Active Duty & Veterans
e First Responders & Educators
e Seniors
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Food & Home Fixin’
Ey Joyce Ray
Cam’ng for your Silver Ware

Sterling Silver flatware is very often a link to past gen-
erations. Many sets that are in use today were passed down
through families and are lovingly brought out for use on
holidays and special occasions. There may be conversations
about the identity of the silver pattern which a beloved family
member gifted.

Now that the holidays are over and you are cleaning and
storing your treasured Sterling Silver, you will want to be sure
that each piece is inspected and cleaned properly to preserve
it for the next generation.

Many have already heard about a revolutionary method of
cleaning your silver. Line a glass casserole dish with aluminum
foil, shiny side up. Sprinkle on 1 Tablespoon baking soda and
place the sterling pieces in one layer. Pour boiling water over,
covering flatware. Allow it to soak for one minute. Remove,
rinse well and dry with a soft cloth. Then polish with a silver
cloth that has been treated with tarnish preventer. You can
reuse this solution until the water begins to cool.

To remove candle wax, soak the piece in hot water to get
the wax soft and remove it with your fingernail. Buff the area
with a soft cloth. Don’t scratch the piece to get the wax off.
If you use your silverware daily, can you wash it in the dish-
washer? The dishwasher can be used but removes the pro-
tection of the polish cloth which will cause it to tarnish more
quickly. Use only liquid dishwasher detergent with no bleach
or lemon/citrus. The dishwater can become salty from other
Rinse thor-
oughly. Dry each piece thoroughly. Allow it to cool before

foods and deposit that salt onto your flatware.

storing. Do not put hollow handle pieces in the dishwasher.

The best way to treat your silver is to wash it immediately.
Run warm water and dishwashing liquid (no citrus) in a plas-
tic dishpan and add your silverware while you clean-up. Do
not use this method for hollow handle pieces (usually knives
and serving utensils).

Substances that will tarnish silver include eggs, mayon-
naise, salad dressing, vinegar, acidic foods (fruit juice), salty
foods, wool, felt, rubber bands and plastic. Humidity is the
#1 cause of tarnish and plastic bags will trap any moisture that
lingers.

Store silver in bags made of Pacific cloth which is infused
with silver dust to prevent tarnish. Most silver chests are lined
with Pacific cloth. Use a piece to cover your silver in the chest.
Add some packets of silica gel to the top of the cloth. You can
buy Silver Cloth by the yard in some fabric stores or order it
online.

DO NOT WRAP YOUR SILVER IN NEWSPAPER.
The ink can react with the silver and cause pitting. Wear
cotton gloves to handle between cleanings to keep oil off the
silver.

For your silver items that are displayed in cabinets, wipe
them occasionally with a treated cloth when they get dull. I
invested in some polishing gloves many years ago and still use
them to occasionally wipe down all pieces of displayed silver.

Cinnamon Apple Dumplings
This time-tested recipe brought raves of compliments when 1
recently took it to the family of a sick friend.

Mix % cup of sugar with 1 tablespoon cinnamon.
Two 8 oz tubes Crescent Rolls

4 Medium/large cooking apples — I use Gala

1 stick melted butter.

One 12 oz can Sprite

% cup sugar

Place butter in a flat bowl. Peel and quarter the apples so
that you have 16 pieces. Separate rolls and dredge one side
in the melted butter and sprinkle with the cinnamon/sugar.
Place apple quarter on other side of roll and roll it from the
wide side to the narrow side, completely covering the apple.
Continue with each roll and place them in shallow baking
dish. Sprinkle the other 3/4 cup of sugar over the tops of
rolls and then pour the Sprite over the tops of the rolls. Bake
in 350-degree oven until brown and apples are soft — about
35 minutes. Serve warm with whipped cream or vanilla ice
cream.



