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HAPPY HALLOWEEN

From fhe S'l'aff Of fhe Sm Oke S|gnal! You can make a difference in the world in which we live

by the way you share your talents,
and the time that you give

Taste of Tucker to others less fortunate, and those who are in need,
Returns O ctob er 4 ] when you clothe the naked, and the hungry you feed.

7 You Can Make A Difference N

You can make a difference,
\w . Get ready for a foodie’s paradise as Main Street although your contribution may be small,
comes alive on Saturday, October 4, from 1:00 p.m. it's much better than doing nothing at all.
to 6:00 p.m. Now in its 16th year, Taste of Tucker Extent your hand to a stranger, offer a friendly smile.
showcases the best local restaurants, breweries, arts Your kindness will have a ripple effect,
& crafts, live music, and a free kids’ zone. Admission that is certainly worthwhile.

is free, with food and beverage tickets available for
purchase at the event. _
Founded in 2010 by Art and Karen Wood or react with empathy,

alongside Tucker First United Methodist Church, You can look with disdain upon the needy,
or with sympathy.

You’re the one who gets to choose to look the other way
or imagine a day walking in another’s shoes

You can ignore the world around you,

Taste of Tucker has grown from a church parking lot gathering of 500 people into one
of Georgia’s top food festivals, drawing more than 7,000 visitors each year. The Woods
envisioned a family-friendly, community-centered celebration - and it’s become just that.

The best part? Every dollar raised goes back into the community. This year’s proceeds You can make a difference by the words that you say
support Camp Kudzu, empowering children with type 1 diabetes, and NETWorks and the way that you treat others every single day.
Cooperative Ministry, serving neighbors in need across Northlake, Embry Hills, and You could run a marathon to make people aware
Tucker. of a serious disease, which shows that you care.

Join in for an afternoon of food, fun, and community spirit on Main Street. For You could be volunteer or donate to a charity.
updates and a full list of participating restaurants, visit tasteoftucker.com or follow You can be part of the solution to peace and unity.

facebook.com/tasteoftucker. © 2006 Victoria R. Crosby All Rights Reserved

Written for UN Day Celebration in NY 2006
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Feasibility Study Backs a Tucker Police Department
Submitted by the Tucker-Northlake CID

A newly released feasibility study con-

ducted by the Georgia Association of Chiefs Public Safety

of Police (GACP) concludes that the City Survey Victoria Crosby
of Tucker could establish its own police reading her poem
department, providing faster response times A Tribute to Heroes
and more community-focused service at a at the DeKalb

9/11 ceremony,
with Susan Turner.

lower cost than the current arrangement with
DeKalb County Police Department (DKPD).

Commissioned by the Tucker-Northlake
Community Improvement District (TNCID) in January, with additional funding
from the Tucker Summit CID, Tucker Civic Association, Tucker Business Association,
Northlake Condominiums, Smoke Rise Civic Association, and Tucker Main Street
Alliance, the report analyzed two years of 911 dispatch data, interviewed business and

civic leaders, and compared Tucker’s current policing structure with those of neighboring The Smoke Signal is enhancing
cities. some of its issues with COLOR!

Find out how to become a Patron
or sponsor a color edition at

Staff@smokesignalnews.com.

e 911 Dispatch Delays: The study found that DeKalb 911 dispatch times for Tucker
were 4.9 times longer than Brookhaven and 4.3 times longer than Dunwoody, based
on analysis of approximately 65,000 calls for service.

¢ Response Times: DKPD response to high-priority calls in Tucker was 3.2 times longer Special Thanks to our 2025 Color Sponsors:
than Brookhaven and 1.5 times longer than Dunwoody. Southeast Tucker, particular- BEEE; Bonnic Espy - April
ly the Juliette Road area, experienced the longest delays. Susan & Joel Gilbert - July

. Michael and Cheri Schneider - October
... Continned on page 4
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Editorial Committee: Gia Anderson =
*AvivA Hoffmann LOOkil’lg for a way
Maureen Kofkee to give back
Cheri Schneider to your Community?
* This Issue’s Editor of the Month The SMOKE SIGNAL
Church News........cconmmrveeens Susan Gilbert is looking for a few
Health Notes ......ccouurrrvennnn. Cheri Schneider MD, Pat Baumann MD

more writers

Recipes and Home............ Joyce Ray 1 ith
or people with a

Social and Digital Media.Pat Soltys

News You Can Use......... AvivA Hoffmann passion for
Tech Talk ..ooverrererrerrrrennnn. Susan Gilbert storytelling.
Out the Window............... Beth Henson SEND YOUR
Other Staff Writers:......... Victoria Crosby INQUIRY TO:

Joel Gilbert staff@smokesignalnews.com

Linda Karr

Pat Soltys

Barbara Luton e

Frank Luton ATTENTION
Distribution & Delivery GRADUATES
Flyer Inserts Barbara Luton .....cceeevevvenenervennn. 404-697-5404 ?
Advertisements Noclle Joy and Rita Casteel NEWLYWEDS’
Classifieds Noelle Joy and Rita Casteel and
You may contact all Smoke Signal Staff @staff@smokesignalnews.com HONOREES:
Views and/or opinions expressed in articles, stories or letters pub- Please send in
liivhed in t.his newspaper dre notl necessar.ily tlfos.e (.)f the. Smoke your picture
Signal or its staff. The information contained in it is believed to . o
be accurate, but not warranted in any way. Technical and Medical and a brief article
information is not to be construed as professional advice. It is the for P“blication
policy of the Smoke Signal to publish signed letters to the Editor. We in the
will not publish unsigned letters, but will withhold the writer’s name Smoke Sigll al.

upon request. All content may be edited.

Email submissions to
staff@
smokesignalnews.com

ATTENTION
ADVERTISERS:

The Smoke Signal has reached
its ad-space limit and we are now X
keeping a waiting list for future ~
advertisements. Please send your ad requests to DID YOUR PAPER
staff@smokesignalnews.com and you will be contacted as GET WET?
space becomes available, in the order requests are received. EXTRA COPIES OF THE

Classified ads and flyers are still available! SMOKE SIGNAL
R R ARE NOW AVAILABLE
Smoke Signal Deadlines AT THE
COMMUNITY GARDEN
OCTOBER 13 Look for the wooden box
Please e-mail articles to: labeled Smoke Signal.

staff @smokesignalnews.com

Smoke Rise Baptist Church

5901 Hugh Howell Road
Senior Pastor: Dr. Chris George, cgeorge @smokerisebaptist.org
Phone: 770-469-5856  SmokeRiseBaptist.org

SUNDAY
9:45 a.m. - Attend Sunday School through Zoom or In-Person
11:00 a.m. - Attend Worship via Live Stream or In-Person

WEDNESDAY
5:00 p.m. - Attend our Wednesday Dinner
6:00 p.m. - Followed by activities and Bible Study for all ages

Eastminster Preshyterian Church

5801 Hugh Howell Road
Rev. Jeanine Fulton, Pastor
Phone: 770-469-4881 Website: Eastminster.us

SUNDAY
9:15 am. Adult & Children’s Sunday School
10:30 a.m.  In-Person and Live streaming of Worship service

First Moravian Church

Pastor: Reverend Elroy Christopher
(770) 491-7250
Website: Gamoravian.org

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Sunday School-Adults & Children
11:00 a.m. Worship
12:00 p.m. Fellowship Time

Mountain West Church

4818 Hugh Howell Road
Pastor: Mo Huggins
770-491-0228 Mwchurch.com

SUNDAY 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 11:55 a.m. Worship
MONDAY  7:00 p.m.

In-person and streaming online on Facebook and mwchurch.com

~\

Is your neighbor known for being an avid cyclist, a
holiday decorations fanatic, an author, or the fastest
dog-walker on the block? The Smoke Signal encourages

folks in Smoke Rise to submit stories about how neighbors

\became friends. Submissions should be 300-500 words.

OUR FLYER POLICY HAS CHANGED:

Reservation Required:
Call Barbara Luton 404-697-5404
by the 15th of the month.

Cost $150 by check to the Smoke Signal:
P.O. Box 1038, Tucker, GA. 30085

ALL PRINTING is now done by
Greater Georgia Printers, Inc.
Send Flyer Ready Artwork (8 1/2 x 11 size) to
Staff@SmokeSignalNews.com
and bobby @ georgiaprinters.com will contact you directly.

Articles and photos should be sent in .doc or .docx format.
Articles sent in .pdf format cannot be edited. Photos and graphics

should be submitted in .jpg or .pdf format.
Deadline for classified ads is OCTOBER 10

“Like” us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/SmokeSignalNews
You can also visit our Facebook page to view postings
of newsletter pictures and stories throughout the month.

=R . & Garden Center

Serving Smoke Rise Families

Flowers & Gifts For All Occasions!
Green & Blooming Plants For Your Home & Garden
404-292-8446
www. HallsFlowerShop.com
5706 Memorial Dr, Stone Mtn, 30083

Daily Delivery To Metro Atlanta, DeKalb and Gwinnert!

B | For over three decades, Blankenship Family Dentistry has been
S mnce 1 946 o treating the Smoke Rise Community with a personal touch.

You will feel comfortable with our father-daughter team that offers an
abundance of dental talent, in a judgement-free environment.

Call to make your appointment today.

P FAMILY DENTISTRY . I

770.879.0732
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let’s go!

Do You Own a “Boo Box™’?

For40years, The Tour of Southern Ghosts P
sponsored by the Art Station has been selling [
Boo Boxes at the schoolhouse. The event has

been held annually at Stone Mountain Park in
the plantation area of the park.

The Tour features story tellers dressed in
old fashioned costumes who tell ghost stories.
Each night for two weekends in October, mas-
ter story tellers entertain groups of people on
a route through the plantation making stops
at the houses and ending at the schoolhouse.
Unfortunately, last year a fire destroyed one of
the main houses with its antique furnishings.

The schoolhouse through the years has
had items for sale - the main item being a “Boo Box.” The popular item contains a
“ghost” as well as “ghost food” for one year. Cider, cookies and cupcakes, books of ghost
stories, taped ghost stories and fall and Halloween décor is for sale also.

The GFWC Stone Mountain Woman’s Club has been a sponsor and provided
workers since the inception 40 years ago. Members were also instrumental in bringing
the Art Station to Stone Mountain village.

Each August, club members meet at Art Station to assemble more than 150 “Boo
Boxes” to be sold at the park. They curl miles of ribbon to be attached as decoration.
Members insert the ghost and his/her food into the box, add instructions as to how to
care for the ghost and attach a special bow.

Boo Boxes

Volunteers from the village,
from the Stone Mountain

Rotary Club and other orga-
nizations have helped with
this fund raiser by selling tick-
ets, working at the conces-
sion stand and as guides. The
Woman’s Club has staffed the
schoolhouse for many years.
In the early years, paper bag
luminaries lit the paths and
had to be constantly attend-
ed by volunteers to keep the
candles lit.

If you have never attended

the Tour of Southern Ghosts,

Left to Right-Nelda Lunsford (SR resident), Andrea this might be the year to do it.
Redmond, Jackie Cornett (SR resident) You need a pass for the park
or to pay the daily fee to enter.

Tickets for the story telling tour are available at Art Station and on-line at artstation.org
or at atourofsouthernghosts.com.

The tour this year runs Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights Oct. 16-18 and
October 23-25 from 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

For more information call (770) 469-1105. Boo Y’all!

SRA SIGNATURE REALTY AGENTS

Join us at ye
Taste of Tucker!

— ACROSS FROM WINE & WHIMSEYS —

October 4™ 2025
1-6 pm

\\U

770-573-9715

www.SRASignatureRealty.com
team@SRASignatureRealty.com

We are ready to help
you buy or sell!

~3~

Eastminster Church welcomes fall
with a season of celebration and community

On Saturday, October 25, families can enjoy Trunk-or-
Treat from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., featuring decorated
trunks, games, a bouncy house, and candy, with costumes
encouraged!

On Sunday, October 26, at 10:30 a.m., the church will
hold its annual Kirking of the Tartans during Reformation
Sunday, celebrating Eastminster’s Scottish heritage with
bagpipes, tartans, and a reception with shortbread cookies.

With a blend of worship, heritage, outreach, and fami-
ly-friendly fun, Eastminster Church invites everyone to take
part in this season of fellowship and spiritual reflection.

4 A
Free Paper Shredding Event

The DeKalb County Sanitation Division will
host a free paper shredding event Saturday, Oct.
18, from 8:00 a.m. - noon, at the DeKalb County
Sanitation Division’s Central Transfer Station, 3720
Leroy Scott Drive, Decatur, GA 30032.

You’'ll havehave an opportunity to responsibly
dispose of all types of documents, including sensi-
tive personal documents such as old tax records and
legal documents. All documents will be shredded
on-site, and each participant will be limited to 10
standard-size boxes of paper. Shredding services will
be provided by A1 Shredding & Recycling.

The event is FREE and open only to DeKalb
County residents. Proof of residency may be
requested.

For more information, contact the Sanitation
Division’s Customer Care team at (404) 294-2900 or
sanitation@dekalbcountyga.gov, visit www.dekalb-
sanitation.com, or follow @DKalbSanitation on X
(formerly Twitter).

Students Gear Up for Success

at Back-to-School Carnival
By Tonya Jones, SRES Teacher

To kick off the new school year, DeKalb County Parent
and Family Engagement hosted a Back-to-School Carnival
at Smoke Rise Elementary School. The event brought
together families, students, community partners, stakehold-
ers, and the Smoke Rise community uniting both Idlewood
and Smoke Rise families for a day of celebration and con-
nection. The carnival was a huge success! Families enjoyed
fun activities including a game truck, an inflatable jumper,
a visit from Bluey, g
and a variety of food [&
trucks.  Students
received backpacks
filled with school
supplies, and every-
one had access to
valuable informa-
tion from local orga-

nizations and com-

munity partners.
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Feasibility Survey...continued from page 1

o Staffing Model: The study recommends 53 sworn officers and 10 civilian staff in the first
year in a dedicated Tucker Police Department, with 12-hour shifts to maximize coverage
and continuity.

e Cost Comparison: Tucker property owners paid approximately $15.9 million in taxes in
2024 for county police services — more than Brookhaven ($15.0 million) and Dunwoody
($14.3 million) spend on their own police departments, despite both of those cities hav-
ing larger populations. A city-run department in Tucker could be launched at cost of
approximately $10.7 million in the first year, including salaries, vehicles, technology, and
equipment.

e Economic Impact: Local businesses reported crime-related challenges that affect revenue,
customer experience, and community perception. Some businesses indicated that these
challenges have led to lost customers and reduced opportunity.

What is the Impact on DeKalb County?

The study shows DeKalb is not financially dependent on Tucker for police funding.
Creating a Tucker Police Department would reduce the county police budget by approxi-
mately 10%, while shrinking its service area by 9.7% and the population served by 7%.

Next Steps

The feasibility study does not recommend a course
of action but provides Tucker residents and leaders with
the basic data needed to weigh options. Under the City
Charter, Tucker has the authority to form a police depart-
ment, which requires City Council approval and a city-
wide referendum.

The study does not include recommendations on
building costs, or additional services such as a K-9 unit,
drones, or a citywide camera network. Those decisions

and others would need
to be made at a future
date and, based on the
revenues collected, the
funds exist to consider a variety of options.

“This is the right data to have an informed discussion
about public safety. We respect the diligent work of the
DeKalb County Police Department and particularly the
officers who respond to back-to-back calls in difficult sit-
uations every day,” said Matthew Lee, Executive Director
of the Tucker-Northlake CID. “We want to work with
DeKalb County on the best outcome for Tucker and
county residents. We are taking a proactive and inclusive
approach to find solutions, and we appreciate all that
DeKalb County is doing simultaneously to improve service countywide.”

The Tucker-Northlake CID is also conducting a public safety survey, https://protect-
tucker.org/#survey, to better understand community perceptions and experiences with 911,
police response, and crime in and around Tucker. Your responses will help inform the our
conversations with city and county leaders as they consider priorities for safety, service deliv-

Residents Survey

Business Survey

ery and resource allocation.
The survey takes about 10 to 12 minutes to complete, responses are anonymous, and
there is space for open-ended feedback. The survey can be found at protecttucker.org,

DISCOVER
PARK SPRINGS

Event October 9 at
Smoke Rise Country Club

o

PARK SPRINGS®

A Life Plan Community

X ) Join Us October 9 at Smoke Rise Country

", Club for a Discover Park Springs Event.

Visit ParkSprings.com/Events
to Learn More.

Villas, Cottages, & Houses with 1, 2, & 3 Bedroom Floorplans
Active Adult » Assisted Living * Memory Care
Visit Us at ParkSprings.com or Call 678-684-3300 Today to Schedule a Tour

é;-\ An Isakson Living Community | Stone Mountain, GA @

" The Gustony

and ﬁmﬂ’hy y

J&t's

Pressure Wash

Professional pressure washing—all surfaces
Decks, Stained and Sealed

678-469-1599

scottspressurewash.net ¢ scottpressurewash@gmail.com

‘Wildlife S(c:‘]:l:ts:ol
Call or text today and let us help you with a pest solution.
Monday—Friday 9 a.m.—5 p.m.

(770) 931-4397

Why Choose Olivia...
" Over 18 years serving Dekalb
and Metro Atlanta

B Top Selling Realtor and Life Member
Atlanta Board of Realtors

Concierge service to buyers and sellers
Free Home consultation and evaluation

" Your Smoke Rise / Kanawha neighbor

% SCAN TO
fat. CONNECT

s

Turning Dreams into Addresses

678.923.3232

oliviajbuckmon.com

@ BEAGHAM

DAVID S. WALKER, ATTORNEY AT LAW

Wills. Probates. Trusts. Family Law. Real
Estate. Small Business.

Walker Law Firm. 770-972-3803

david.walker.law.firm@gmail.com
www.walker-law-firm.com/

Offices in Duluth and Snellville
DULUTH OFFICE- 6340 SUGARLOAF PARKWAY, SUITE 200, DULUTH GA 30097

Smoke Rise Resident

SNELLVILLE OFFICE-2330 SCENIC HIGHWAY, SNELLVILLE GA 20078

Admitted In GAAND D.C. -UGA LAW
Certified Mediator -Georgia Bar No. 731725

~ 4 ~



October, 2025

neighbors

How to Help Injured or Orphaned Wildliie

By Larisa Epshteyn, Board Member
AWARE Wildlife Center

_AWARE

Living in Smoke Rise i{p WILDLIFE CENTER
means sharing our commu-

nity with the owls, deer, foxes, and other wildlife that
make this place so special. But sometimes these animals
need help - and that’s where AWARE Wildlife Center
steps in. As metro Atlanta’s only all-species wildlife reha-
bilitation hospital, AWARE treats about 1,400 injured
and orphaned animals every year, from tiny wrens to bob-
cats, turtles,
and foxes.
The goal is
always  to
return each
patient  to
the wild, but
for  those
who can’t,
AWARE
provides a
permanent
home where

they become
“Wildlife
Ambassadors,” teaching people across metro Atlanta
how to coexist peacefully with our native species.
AWARE is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit supported entire-
ly by public donations, volunteers, and community part-
ners. One of the best ways to get involved is by attending
the organiza-
tion’s annual

fundraiser on
October 23
at the historic
Trolley Barn
in Inman
Park.  The
evening will
feature food,
drinks, music,
and even wild-
life encoun-

ters, with proceeds supporting AWARE’s life-saving
work. An online auction - featuring art, experiences, and
local gift cards - will also help raise funds. To learn more
about AWARE’s programs, volunteer opportunities, or
the upcoming event, visit www.awarewildlife.org.

Meet Dietre Ffrench

YOUR SMOKERISE NEIGHBOR & REALTOR®

Q) WRECT WiTy i

Dietre Ffrench

NEIGHBOR | REALTOR®

m. 404.663.9701 o.404.237.5000
dietreffrench@atlantafinehomes.com
dietreffrench.atlantafinehomes.com

As a resident of the Smoke Rise community, I'm
deeply connected to the people and businesses
that make this neighborhood unique. With over
20 years of experience, | help my clients realize
the full potential of their homes. Thinking of
selling? Let's connect and turn your real estate

dreams into reality, together.

{3

Meet yozm / ‘W&wﬂ
Taking Stock: Mark Stock Former NFL Player- Your Neighbor
By Cheri Schneider, staff writer

Mark and Andrea Stock live in Kanawha. They have a multi-racial family of four children
that, while out for a family dinner, an observing restaurant owner coined the term, their own
little “United Nations.” Three are adopted - a son from the states with African heritage and,
two daughters from Russia. They have four continents represented in their family. Two of their
four children have boomeranged back and are living with them now. Mark met his wife Andrea
in 1993 in Atlanta. Nine days later they were engaged and four months later, they married.
Their “U.N.” enrollment started in 1996 with the adoption of their oldest, Jackson.

Mark Stock grew up in Smoke Rise when his parents moved here from Florida. They
settled here, because the family funds weren’t sufficient to make it to the desired destination
of Denver Colorado. He attended Stone Mountain Elementary School in second grade and
then Smoke Rise Elementary in 3rd through 6th grades. He loved sports! He was in the Stone
Mountain Youth League, Tucker Youth Football league, their traveling team - the Tucker
Lions and then at Marist in 7th grade through High school. He played Receiver in a run-cen-
tric, Wishbone offense during his High School career which culminated in a close loss in the
State Championship football game his senior year.

If Mark Stock had listened to the experts, he would have never played football in college.
You see, Mark was told he was “not good enough, not big enough and not fast enough to
play college football.” He recalled that he did get one call from a college football program,
Presbyterian College...As it turned out, they were actually trying to reach the other receiver on
his high school team who also was named Mark.

Mark pursued the Naval Academy but was not accepted and chose The Virginia Military
Institute over The Citadel. Undaunted by the naysayers, Mark burned his own football
Highlight tape by hooking up two VHS machines (some of you know this drill) and drove it
up to VMI to hand it directly to the Football staff. They invited him to walk on the football
team.

Mark determined to work hard to earn a starting position by his senior year. Even though
he knew he was not the fastest or biggest, he knew he could work and try to be one percent
better every day. This compounded effort paid off and made him bigger, faster and stronger.
He earned a starting position in his sophomore year and, by the end of his career, left as VMI’s
first All-American holding nearly every career and season receiving record. The once too small
and slow-to-play college football person, ended up setting an NCAA yards per catch receiving
record (1986 season-24.96 yds/catch), the most receiving yards of any Division 1 receiver in
the country with 263 yards (1986) and was number 2 in the country in all-purpose yards, num-
ber 2 in the country in receptions and a finalist for the Walter Payton Award (the Heisman for
Division 1AA) in his senior season (1988).

At VMLI, they practiced something called “mandatory commissioning.” This means if the
ROTC program you were in offered you a commission, you are obligated to accept it or you
forfeit your diploma. Well—the Navy “wanted him.” In his Junior year, Mark was able to defer
the decision for four months, until he could see if the NFL would be interested in him. (Scouts
were already looking at him).

He decided to abandon his dream to fly for the Navy and switched to the Army program
which would allow him to accept a Reserve Officer Commission, so he could instead pursue
another dream, an NFL Career.

Mark was drafted to the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1989, a notable draft year with the likes of
Dion Sanders and Barry Sanders and quite a few more Hall of Famers. He earned a starting
position as the third receiver his rookie season and had two
playoff game receptions that year. He was released the fol-
lowing year after a coaching staff change and became an NFL
journeyman. He spent time with the Green Bay Packers in
1991 and played in the World League of American Football
in the spring of 1992 in Sacramento, California and they
won the World Championship. In 1992-1994, he played for
the Washington Redskins, enduring three coaching changes
and a torn rotator cuff. In 1995, he played in the Canadian
Football League (in San Antonio, Texas of all places) and was

the leading receiver with 1200 “yards receiving.” His last year
in the NFL was with the Indianapolis Colts in 1996. In that
year, he suffered a major concussion and neck injury. He was
able to finish the rest of the season and was re-signed for
1997 but released when they noted a significant bulging disc
in his neck. “You cannot play again,” they simply said. He
was “one hit away from paralysis.”

Atlanta Fine
Homes

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

The next years, the Stock’s raised their family in
Virginia, and he continued to be a role model to youth as

a coach of youth leagues, and high school football. His life
motto sounds much like his hero Zig Ziglar. It is “go for it.”
And, I think “work for it” also fits.

In 2021, Mark and his family returned to Smoke Rise
to care for his aging parents. Now he calls Smoke Rise his

home, and his life has come full circle.
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The City of Tucker Mayoral/
City Council Election
Candidate Forum

is Thursday, October 9 from 6:00
p-m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Northlake
Church of Christ, 1625 Cooledge
Road, Tucker, sponsored by the

Tucker Civic Association and

the Tucker Business Association.
Come hear all the candidates
express why they are running for office, their visions for the City
of Tucker, and respond to questions about Tucker’s future.

Karen Peters Rivers
for Tucker City Council,
Dist. 1 - Post 1

Karen Peters Rivers is a lifelong resident
of Tucker, Georgia, whose deep family roots
shape her passion for community service.
She is a descendant of William McKinley
Peters, a founding figure in Tucker’s historic

Peters Park neighborhood, the city’s first
established African-American community.
The family’s legacy is honored with a street named after them, and Karen
proudly carries that heritage forward.

For years, Karen has worked alongside residents of Peters Park to preserve
and revitalize this historic area. She has helped bring in street toppers and com-
munity markers, ensuring that the neighborhood’s rich history is both visible
and celebrated. Her efforts have focused on updating infrastructure, improving
public spaces, and strengthening community pride - work that reflects her
commitment to honoring the past while investing in Tucker’s future.

Karen is now running for Tucker City Council, District 1 Post 1, to
continue her service on a broader scale. Her priorities include transparent and
accountable leadership, responsible growth that protects the city’s character,
and active engagement with residents so every voice is heard. She believes good
government starts with listening and making sure that promises become action.

Having previously run for the same seat in 2021, Karen remains dedicated
to ensuring that Tucker’s future is built on respect for its history and inclusion
of all its people. Her lifelong connection to Tucker and her proven record of
grassroots work make her a strong advocate for preserving the city’s heritage
while guiding it toward thoughtful, inclusive progress.

karenpeters21@gmail.com
1955 Peters Road, Tucker, GA 30084 | 404-437-5093

Alexis Weaver ior Tucker City Council, District 3, Post 1

I’m Tucker City Councilmember Alexis Weaver (District 3, Post 1). 'm
a working mom to three children and have 20-plus years of experience and
expertise as a nonprofit leader and urban planner focused on economic and
community development.

Our family is no stranger to Smoke Rise! We are longtime active members
of Smoke Rise Baptist Church, played junior tennis at Smoke Rise Country
Club, and our oldest learned to swim at Smoke Rise Bath & Racket Club.

I've devoted my professional career to working with businesses, churches
and community organizations, foundations,
municipalities and government agencies at
the local, state and federal levels to address
complex challenges including hunger, home-
lessness, and poverty. 'm also a dedicated
lifelong volunteer, serving for eight years as
a board member of NETWorks Cooperative
Ministry.

Tucker neighbors elected me in 2021 to
be a voice for inclusion, listen carefully and
take action. I've worked hard to fulfill these
commitments to OUr community.

I've prioritized making it easier for every-
day people to live, work and stay in Tucker by supporting accessible housing
options and smart zoning. From championing community input to strength-
ening public safety to investing in our parks and infrastructure (streets,
sidewalks and stormwater!) to urging the protection of our tree canopy, I've
worked to ensure that the city delivers for everyone - even when that has meant
casting a dissenting vote.

I’m running for re-election to build on those efforts, providing the ener-
gized and experienced leadership needed so Tucker can continue to flourish
and thrive. I am the only candidate with the knowledge, commitment, qual-
ifications and proven track record to continue providing thoughtful, com-
munity-centered solutions and transparent governance that Tucker residents
deserve. While I'm elected by District 3 residents, I am a public servant to all
of Tucker. Learn more and support my campaign at

www.alexis4tucker.com. | https://secure.anedot.com/alexisfortucker

4045 Lake Erin Court, Tucker, GA 30084 | 470-701-5607

From Mayor to Council: Tucker Ballot Packed with Challengers

Tucker voters are gearing up for a historic election this fall, as the city prepares to
choose its first new mayor since city incorporation in 2016. Mayor Frank Auman, who
has led Tucker since day one, is stepping down due to term limits.

Three candidates are competing for the open seat: former councilmembers Anne
Lerner and Noelle Monferdini, along with Beverly Williams, a newcomer to city politics.

The competition extends beyond the mayor’s race. Three incumbent councilmem-
bers are facing a challenger, setting the stage for one of Tucker’s most contested election
cycles to date. In District 1, Councilman Roger Orlando is being challenged by Karen
Peters. In District 2, Councilwoman Cara Schroeder faces Patrice Cosby. And in
District 3, Councilwoman Alexis Weaver is up against Sam Ulrich.

Key election dates include the voter registration deadline on Oct. 6, the absentee
ballot request deadline on Oct. 24, and Election Day on Nov. 4. Early voting will run
Oct. 14 - 31, with weekday hours from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Saturday voting from
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., and Sunday voting from noon to 5:00 p.m.

With competitive races across the ballot, Tucker residents will have significant
choices to make this November. Voters can check their registration status through the
Georgia Secretary of State’s website: https://mvp.sos.ga.gov.

Patrice Cosby for Tucker City Council

My name is Patrice Cosby, and I am honored to run
for Tucker City Council, District 2, Post 1. I entered
this race because I believe every resident on every street,
in every neighborhood deserves leadership that listens,
responds, and represents with integrity.

Tucker is more than a city on the map. It is a vibrant
and resilient community made up of families, seniors,
small business owners, essential workers, and dreamers. I
believe our city government should serve all of us, not just
a select few.

My journey into public service began with something
simple but powerful: listening. Over the past two years,
I've spoken with countless neighbors who've shared their hopes, frustrations, and ideas.

I've heard concerns about rising costs, traffic congestion, zoning decisions, and safety. But
I've also heard pride in our schools, neighborhoods, and community spirit. What's clear is
that Tucker’s greatest strength is its people and it’s their voices that inspire me to lead.

I bring to this campaign a clear purpose and a commitment to putting people
first. My priorities include keeping Tucker affordable through real property tax relief,
ensuring City Hall is transparent and accessible, protecting green spaces while managing
growth responsibly, and making our streets safer for drivers, walkers, and children. I also
believe in supporting local businesses and the workers who keep our city thriving,

City Council should be about solving real problems, not playing politics. My promise
is simple: People First, Always. I will serve with empathy, transparency, and a willingness
to work with the entire community to make sure Tucker remains strong, inclusive, and
uniquely ours.

I look forward to earning your support and working together for the future of

Tucker.

Patrice Cosby. https://votepatrice.wixsite.com/d2p1 | (404) 300-9191
1830 Cameo Court, Tucker, GA 30084

Councilman Roger W. Orlando
ity of Tucker, Dist. 1 - Post 1

I always remember hearing politicians seeking re-elec-
tion stating that they desired four more years to “finish
the job.” This is a complete fallacy. In reality, the job
never is complete and maturing into such a realiza-
tion requires the somewhat selfless act of admitting
that decisions made in the present have lasting and
long-term consequences. The proverbial willingness to
“plant a seed now even though you’ll not be around to
see the tree grow.”

In four years, I've made decisions concerning designs
to the upcoming Town Green, City Standards Guide
Book, Parks and Trails Master Plans, four consecutive balanced budgets, Public Works
technical specifications, downtown density, countless special land use permitting
[SLUPs], speed tables, litigation and property decisions, legislative and code decisions
and so much else! In short, I like to think I have made a difference in my first four years.

My nearly 40 years as a licensed Georgia lawyer [Emory University, 1987] provides
the perfect background in terms of issue spotting, collaborative consideration and
uncovering real world solutions. By unanimous appointment of the Council, I serve on
the Downtown Development Authority [DDA] and have been asked to consider tax
abatements and developer incentives in both municipal roles. My attendance records
have been stellar (if I may brag) in terms of both City Council meetings and DDA.

My experience during my last four years of service will serve Tucker quite well mov-
ing forward.

Priorities into the next term include Public Safety [I've attended more than 95%
of the DKPD crime briefings] and the continued examination of the feasibility for a
referendum as to whether Tucker should develop its own police force, and continuation
of the homeless outreach program hand-in-hand with DeKalb County’s efforts in this
regard.

roger@OrlandoFirm.com | https://orlandofortucker.com/ | 404-373-1800
2185 Ivey Creek Way, Stone Mountain, GA 30087

~6 ~



October, 2025

election

Anne Lerner ior Mayor:
Steady, Thoughtiul Leadership for Tucker

Smoke Rise holds a special place in Tucker’s story. You reflect
the best of what makes Tucker so special: people who care deeply
about their neighbors, their community and the future of our city.
I've had the honor of working alongside so many of you well
before we became a city, volun-
teering with organizations that
helped lay the foundation for
Tucker’s success.

Your city council mem-
bers, Virginia Rece and Roger
Orlando, serve you very well.
During my time on council, I
worked closely with them, col-
laborating on issues that matter
to all of Tucker. We learned
from one another, listened and
found common ground - because
that’s how real progress happens.

For 28 years, Tucker has
been my home and my priority.
Whether as a community volunteer, leader in Tucker’s cityhood
movement, city council member, mayor pro tem or development
authority appointee, I've always put our people, our neighbor-
hoods and our shared future first.

I am the only candidate for mayor with deep experience,
broad trusted relationships and a proven track record of deliver-
ing results to keep Tucker moving forward. No matter my title or
role, I've built a record of bringing people together with common-
sense solutions.

Looking ahead, we have opportunities to:

e  Strengthen Public Safety — It’s the foundation for everything
else we hope to achieve.

e Expand Housing Options — Support smart growth and
affordability while keeping neighborhood character.

e Grow Our Local Economy - Encourage small businesses,
vibrant commercial corridors and strong industry.

e Invest in Parks & Rec — Invest in green spaces, places and
programs that bring people together.

Ilove Tucker, and I'd be honored to earn your vote for Mayor
on November 4. Visit www.annelerner.com to learn more about
my experience and accomplishments plus Tucker’s opportunities.

Let’s continue moving Tucker forward, together.

anne@annelerner.com | 770-492-0986
3582 Castleridge Drive, Tucker, GA 30084

Beverly Williams ior Mayor of Tucker
Direct. Focused. For All of Tucker.

Tuckers deserve a mayor
who puts people before politics.
I'm Beverly Williams, and I'm
running to be your next mayor,
because I believe in Community
First Leadership where resi-
dents and local businesses have
a seat at the table and a voice in
every decision.

We must protect what makes
Tucker special. That means
supporting single-family neigh-
borhoods, limiting overdevelopment, and demanding smart, bal-
anced growth that reflects our community’s values not outside
interests.

Transparency and accountability matter. As mayor, I'll host
regular town halls and business roundtables, so you’re heard and
involved not left in the dark.

Our future depends on our youth. I will invest in partner-
ships that strengthen our schools, sports, Scouts, and youth pro-
grams, ensuring every child in Tucker has the tools to succeed.

Tucker’s heart is its people. I'll work to preserve our small
businesses, community traditions, and the spirit that’s built this
city over the past 30 years.

It’s time to update our comprehensive plan with your input
to reflect the real needs of Tucker families, not just developers or

special interests.

This campaign is about serving all of Tucker, not just part of
it. With your support, we can protect our neighborhoods, honor
our history, and shape a stronger future together. Tucker deserves
a mayor who values: communication, unity and action.

I’m Beverly Williams, and I'm ready to lead Tucker forward
with you.

1896 Cameo Court, Tucker, GA 30084 | 404-626-7944

Noelle Monferdini

I am running for Mayor of
Tucker, because I believe our
city deserves leadership that lis-
tens, serves, and delivers results.
For eight years, I had the honor
of serving on Tucker’s City
Council, where I worked side by
side with residents to strengthen
our community. I was proud
to be part of the first Council
after incorporation, helping to
establish the systems and services that gave Tucker a strong foun-
dation.

Throughout my time in office, I made it a priority to meet
people where they are, in their homes, neighborhoods, and com-
munity forums, to make sure their voices shaped the decisions we
made.

Professionally, I bring a unique skillset as a Senior Project
Manager, where I am trusted to oversee more than $80 million
in projects each year.  am a PMP, ScrumMaster, and a Six Sigma
Black Belt. These credentials and experiences have taught me how
to build complex teams, solve complex problems, and deliver mea-
surable results. I will bring that same discipline, accountability,
and servant leadership to the office of mayor.

My vision for Tucker’s future is rooted in three priorities.
First, transparency and ethics. Residents should not only know
what is happening, they should be completely included in shap-
ing how decisions are made and how their tax dollars are spent.
Second, public safety. I support exploring a Tucker police depart-
ment, if it improves response times and accountability because
every second counts in an emergency. Third, smart growth and
recreation. Development should protect neighborhood character
while adding amenities, and we must expand recreation programs
and facilities that serve residents of all ages in ways that are
thoughtful and not disruptive to our neighborhoods.

Tucker’s greatest strength is its people. Together, we have
built a strong foundation. Now it is time to shape our future with
openness, respect, and a commitment to serving every voice in our
community.
noellemonferdini.com | 770-837-5500
https://noellemonferdini.com/meet-noelle
2129 Shady Lane, Tucker, GA 30084

Councilwoman

(ara Schroeder: Proven
Results, Future Focused

Councilwoman Cara
Schroeder represents District
2, Post 1 on the Tucker City
Council, but her work extends
well beyond her district to ben-
efit residents across the entire
city. Currently serving as Mayor
Pro Tem, Schroeder has focused
her first term on responsible growth, safer neighborhoods, and
preserving Tucker’s community values.

She co-led the Public Works Referendum that established
Tucker’s own Public Works Department, giving the city great-
er control over road repairs, stormwater management, and
safety improvements. Schroeder also chaired the committees
that updated the city’s Comprehensive Master Plan and Parks
and Recreation Plan, ensuring Tucker’s future development is
thoughtful and sustainable. Working with residents and busi-
ness owners, she played a leading role in rezoning parts of
Lawrenceville Highway to support reinvestment and strengthen
one of Tucker’s busiest corridors.

Public safety and greenspace preservation have also been
central to her service. Schroeder has championed new sidewalks,
traffic-calming measures, and Safe Routes to School projects,
improving safety for both drivers and pedestrians. A founding
member of Friends of Tucker Parks, she has long been recognized
for her commitment to protecting parks and expanding recre-
ation opportunities for families throughout the city.

Looking ahead, Schroeder plans to continue focusing on
safer neighborhoods, stronger infrastructure, and smart economic

Sam Ulrich
for Tucker Dist. 3 - Post 1

Having lived in Metro
Atlanta my entire life, my
family chose to make Tucker
our home eight years ago. We
wanted to be part of a growing
community and to be close to
family. We've since put down
roots, made close friends, and
are raising our daughter here.
My interest in this communi-
ty isn’t new; I've volunteered
in our parks and participat-
ed in first the University of
Government Affairs (now
Tucker 101). I want to help
foster an ever-improving city
for my daughter, and for
future generations.

With more than 10 years

of experience in corporate
finance, I bring a meticulous
and collaborative approach to
managing budgets and recon-
ciling accounts. I'm a natural
compromiser who will work
to find common ground and
champion a collaborative cul-
ture in our city government.
My priority is to create an
environment where all voices
are heard, and decisions are
made thoughtfully with ample
community input. I believe a
vibrant city is an inclusive one
and will work with advocacy
groups and other municipal-
ities to ensure resources are
accessible to all residents.
I want to invest in Tucker’s
future by focusing on a
vibrant downtown, accessible
parks, and diverse transpor-
tation options. My vision is
to complete the Tucker Path
project, expand our Parks
and Rec programs, continue
to revitalize Main Street and
Northlake, and support smart
residential projects. A budget
is more than just numbers;
it’s a statement of our priori-
ties. With my experience, I'll
ensure every taxpayer dollar
provides a strong return on
investment for our communi-
ty, in a way that is more than
just financial.

samfortucker@gmail.com
https://www.sam4tucker.com/
3879 Cardinal Drive

Tucker, GA 30084
770-883-9065

growth. With an updated transportation plan underway, she sees an opportunity to address major
mobility and safety needs across Tucker. Revitalization of the Northlake area remains a high priority
for redevelopment and beautification. And with a new mayor set to take office, Schroeder is commit-
ted to ensuring good governance and well-informed decision-making that benefits all residents.

She considers it an honor to serve the people of Tucker and looks forward to building on this

progress in the years ahead.

cschroeder@tuckerga.gov | https://carafortuckerga.com/ | 770-364-0733

4009 Allenwood Way, Tucker, GA 30084
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HEALTH NOTES:

Domestic Abuse and Violence
By Cheri Schneider, M.D., staff writer

The Smoke Signal received a deeply personal article from a Smoke Rise
resident detailing her survival from an abusive life with a narcissist. While
we chose not to publish the article due to its sensitive nature, it led me to
veer a little from my usual topics to cover the topic of Domestic Abuse and
Violence (DA/V). Domestic Violence and Domestic Abuse are clinical and
legal terms. The meanings may vary somewhat from state to state - depend-
ing on the laws of the state.

While each abuse situation may be unique, all involve an attempt to
gain power and control. These red flags may help you identify if your inti-
mate or family relationships are abusive:

1. Does your friend/partner/family member control you, your friendships
and where you go or who you call or text?

2. Do they get jealous when you have friends or accuse you of cheating?

3. Do they demean, degrade or embarrass you in front of others?

4. Do they isolate you, keep you from going out or take away the car keys?

5. Do they threaten to harm you, your pets or children?

6. Do they lose their temper and make you feel afraid?

7. Do they require you to check in all the time or check your phone or
internet usage?

8. Do they make you afraid to say no to their demands?

9. Do they control all the finances so that you have to ask for money - even
for little things, or keep you from having a job?

Between 2020 and 2025, the Georgia Commission on Family Violence
(GCFV) reported domestic violence fatalities increased 4%. The GCFV
fact sheet for 2024 showed 159 fatalities in Ga and 84 murder-suicide
fatalities. More than one third of reported DA/V incidents resulted in
arrest and two-thirds of these aggressors were male. Four out of five of
these incidents were committed with a firearm. Seventy percent of victims
in 2024 were women. One third of family violence incidents happened in
the presence of a child. Please re-read these statistics!

Domestic Abuse/ Violence (DA/V) has been termed the “equal
opportunity epidemic,” because it is found in men, women, teens, seniors,
children, across all races, socioeconomic status and neighborhoods.

Domestic Violence/Abuse is often divided into six categories: verbal,
emotional, financial, technical, sexual and physical abuse. Many people will
not recognize the cycle of abuse until it becomes violent or is too late.
Verbal abuse: threatening or demeaning speech, name calling, labeling and
intimidation. Humiliation, putdowns, and embarrassment in public.
Emotional abuse may include: Coercion, mind games and gas-lighting,
Control: “I am the head of the house, you are my servant.” “You are
crazy, imagining things.” Using children to divide you or relay messages.
Threatening to take children away. Everything may be “your fault” while
they deny responsibility and blame you for problems of the world.

Financial abuse: isolation. Preventing you from getting or keeping a
job. Making you ask for money or taking money that you earned or is yours.

Technical abuse: Stalking on the internet, phone or following with
location trackers. Repetitively checking who you call or text and limiting
this. Calling, texting or leaving messages continuously.

Sexual abuse: Demonstrating unwanted sexual touching, comments or
harassment. Committing non-consensual sexual acts, rape or coercion to
do these acts, or trafficking to others.

Physical abuse: destroying your personal property, smashing things, hurt-
ing pets or children. Grabbing, pushing or hitting you. Threatening you
with weapons. Intimidating looks, actions or gestures.

The Cycle of Abuse is common in DA/V: First, TENSION begins
and builds -- usually around daily life stresses and pressures. This leads
to ABUSE or an incident that includes threats, anger, intimidation or
violence. Then the HONEYMOON phase occurs and the abuser is repen-
tant, begging forgiveness or showering the victim with gifts

tec h By Susan & Joel Gilbert, P.E.

How Did Al Get So Smart?

It seems like everyone is now talking about Artificial Intelligence (AI).
Many are trying it out; Yet few understand how it works. Most people believe
that reasoning is somehow pre-programmed, providing it with specific instruc-
tions on what to say and do in a given situation. While that might make intu-
itive sense, it is not how Al works today. Instead of believing the computer is
“thinking,” consider the fact that the computer is spitting back whatever it was
taught was the answer to the question you asked.

Perhaps the ecasiest way to see how this works is to start at the beginning,
when Al was first introduced. One of the first applications was OCR: optical
character recognition. The idea was to take a printed sheet of paper and pro-
duce a text file of the characters by scanning it.

This is a relatively well-defined training experience: there are only a limited
number of characters in our language and context can give the computer hints
as to whether it is the letter “I” or the number “1.” These systems are now reli-
able and in everyday use. Speech recognition was next, with enormous business
implications for the legal and medical professions. While speech recognition
today is pretty good and used in many phone and computer systems, it too
depends upon a “training set” to learn. If the software was trained on British
voices, it would have trouble understanding Americans. An easy-to-perform
example of the accent issue is asking Alexa something, then trying the same
question with a strong southern accent.

This is why modern speech recognition software may first ask you to
repeat some phrases to sense your accent and style of speaking. That is how it
learns “truth” and is therefore able to be more reliable.

Facial recognition was next, and China uses it to keep track of its citizens.
In this country, MIT researchers discovered that it did not work reliably on
people of color. Once again, the problem was that the training set included a
disproportionate number of whites.

However, Al has its challenges when a new situation does not “map” to
some part of the training set or when those designing the training algorithms
never anticipated the use case. In these cases, Al produces general nonsense
and probably can’t be trusted. My wife, Susan, who also writes for the paper,
was working on an article about what local pools readers might consider join-
ing for the summer. She asked ChatGPT for help with their names and quickly
got a list of private pools at local hotels including Evergreen. Not exactly what
she was looking for.

Modern prognosticators seem obsessed with the prediction that AI will
develop a sense of itself and result in some level of revenge against its creators.
Movies have long suggested this theme. Those of you who care about how
Al learns should watch the movie Ex Machina, where the Al is presented as a
beautiful lady robot named Ava. A young programmer is testing her to see if
she can pass for being human, also known as the Turing Test. However, she
learns that failing the test might have dire consequences, including her being
taken out of existence.

So, back to the practical perspectives for us today. Using online Al tools
to answer questions like where to eat or buy things is likely to result in useful
information. If, however, you ask whether something is true, you are going to
get the consensus from its training set. That may be good enough, but if you
are a critical thinker, you want to hear both sides of an argument. Therefore,
ask the Al system for multiple points of view.

A good system will then provide different perspectives for you to consid-
er. However, keep in mind that, unlike peer-reviewed scientific publications,
much of what is written on the internet is biased in terms of what information
is selected for presentation, and is not reviewed by experts for accuracy.

As Abraham Lincoln reportedly said, “Don’t believe everything you read on
the internet.”

and “love” to demonstrate their remorse. They often promise
to “never do it again.” Finally, the CALM phase occurs and
may even be prolonged. Until, as tension and usual life stresses
occur -- the cycle repeats itself. In many cases, the cycle ratchets

up in intensity and the abuse phase may get worse. This is very
important to recognize as violence may accompany it.

If you recognize any of these red flag symptoms in your rela-
tionships, you are not helpless. Act now! Contact one of these
two hotlines:

Georgia 1-800-33-HAVEN (+1 800-334-2836)
V/TTY (se habla espaiol)

National 1-800-799-SAFE (+1 800-799-7233)

Or go to the Georgia Commission on Family Violence:

gefv@gctv.ga.gov. It may save your life!

Eleanor Pairick Homes Group
HomeSmart Properties

Over 15 Years Serving Buyers and Sellers in Smoke Rise and Metro Atlanta!

For Excellent Personalized Customer Service
Tailored to You — Buy & Sell with Elle!
o Positive Solutions Teamed with the Ease of Doing Business

o Protect Your Best Interest At All Times
o Excellent Client Reviews

o Over 20 Years as A Smoke Rise Resident
Contact us Today for a free home Consultation

After 14 years with Keller Williams,
we are proud to announce our affiliation with HomeSmart!
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Eleanor Patrick, Realtor

eleanorpatrickhomes@gmail.com
404-721-2904 Direct/ Mobile/Text
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Kitchens, Basements, Decks, Additions, Baths,
Screened Porches, Window and Door
Replacement, All Phases of

Construction, General
Improvements & Repairs

ATLANTA CUSTOM
CONSTRUCTION

Keith Tindle
atlcustomconstruction.com

Office: 770-452-1925
Cell: 404-432-0535

Serving the Atlanta area since 1980
References Available Licensed & Insured

Light Commercial
Work Welcomed

Handyman Services
also Available.

NEWS YOU CAN USE

BY AVIVA HOFFMANN, STAFF WRITER

joycerayl26@gmail.com
404-316-2299
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Chapman Hall Premier Realtors
1772B Century Boulevard, Atlanta Ga. 30345

Since 1987 - Metro Atlanta & Smoke Rise

PROVIDING PERSONALIZED
SERVICE FOR OVER
10 YEARS

Call for a bundle quote today!

AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE N
Insure carefully, dream fearlessly.

Thele Moore, Agent Geta Quote
thelemooreagency@amfam.com
(678) 537-8430

1685 E Park Place Blvd Ste 107

Stone Mountain, GA 30087

DeKalb County Fire Rescue: True Heroes
When most of us think of firefighters, we think of flashing lights,

rushing trucks, and the urgent call of sirens. What we don’t often
think about is that these men and women step into our lives during
some of our hardest moments. As the saying goes, you often meet a

firefighter on your worst day - but we are profoundly grateful they
show up, take risks, and carry out their duty with courage and skill.

This summer, our family saw firsthand the impact of DeKalb
County Fire Rescue when they helped save our youngest son. It was a moment of fear for us,
but one that ended with gratitude, thanks to their professionalism and quick action. For us,
these firefighters are not just responders - they are true heroes.

The department’s commitment extends far beyond individual calls. DeKalb County
Fire Rescue is a modern, all-hazards organization that provides fire suppression, emergen-
cy medical services, and hazard response throughout
the county. With 26 fire stations strategically located
throughout DeKalb and recognized by the Insurance
Services Office (ISO) as being an ISO Class 2 fire
department, DeKalb’s Fire Rescue is among the top
three percent of departments in the nation. Residents
can take comfort knowing they are protected by one
of the country’s best. The department also serves the
incorporated cities of Avondale Estates, Brookhaven,
Chamblee, Clarkston, Doraville, Dunwoody, Lithonia,
Pine Lake, Stone Mountain, Stonecrest, and Tucker,
and provides fire safety education, investigations, and

prevention programs to help keep our communities safe.

Yet even the bravest face great risks. Just last month,
DeKalb County mourned the loss of Master Firefighter
Preston Fant, who died in the line of duty September 8,
while battling a structure fire. On September 18, more
than two thousand family members, friends, fellow fire-
fighters, and community members gathered at Truist
Park to honor his life and service. Firefighters from across metro Atlanta, the state, and even
the nation stood in solidarity, reflecting the deep respect held for Fant’s more than 21 years
of dedicated service with DeKalb Fire Rescue.

Fire Rescue Chief Darnell Fullum described Fant as a man of “courage, commitment,
and skill” - a firefighter who answered the call each day with unwavering devotion. Chief
Fullum also remembered Fant as an exceptional firefighter and family man whose kindness
and humility touched everyone who knew him. Firefighter Fant is the first DeKalb County
firefighter to die in the line of duty while battling a fire. He leaves behind his beloved wife
and five children.

The mission of DeKalb County Fire Rescue is clear: to protect lives and property with

Master Fireﬁghtcr Preston Fant
(1/18/1972 - 09/08/2025)
Photo Courtesy DeKalb County Government

the highest level of service, professionalism, and compassion. The department’s vision speaks
to the future -
future generations.”

“...positively impacting our community at every interaction now and for

As neighbors, friends, and family, we give not only our thanks but also our respect, our
support, and our remembrance of the sacrifices made in service to our community.

e Seniors

*See Advisor for details

YOUR SMOKE RISE CORVETTE FULL SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY
call Ter SeesenEl SeeaeEls
1090 Off SMmoke Rise Speciall

e Military Active Duty & Veterans
e First Responders & Educators

770—496—0890
4633 Hugh Howell Road — Tucker, Georgia 30084

Luminate
Ar" WOOd Home Loans

Mortgage Team s 8

New Look. New Office. New Email.

Same Trusted Local Mortgage Expert!

Thinking about buying or refinancing?

You don’t have to do it alone.

v Now with Luminate Home Loans
v 17 Years of Experience

V' Trusted Community Leader &
Founder of Taste of Tucker
Helping Families Build Wealth
Through Homeownership

Don’'t wait!
Let's talk today.

Call or text Art Wood
Your Local Mortgage Expert.

O 404-909-3567

@ art.wood@goluminate.com

artwoodmortgageteam.com

0 2323 Main St, Ste A, Tucker, GA
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Looking out the bedroom window, I gazed at the changing of the seasons in my
sprawling backyard. The deep yellow blooms of the black-eyed Susans were only a dis-
tant memory, their spiky seed heads now bent but graciously offering the hungry birds a
tasty pre-winter meal. The cool-weather grass was
at its greenest, standing in stark contrast to the
scarlets, golds, and bronzes of the changing leaves.
A few pink impatiens were still bravely blooming,
waiting for the end of the month’s first frost.

As I'was admiring their cheerful faces, some-
thing quickly took flight from within the leaves.
Silhouetted against the bright fall sky, a dazzling
yellow butterfly began performing a soft aerial
dance, taking advantage of the last warm days of
fall. I knew from its large size and buttery color
that it was an Eastern Tiger Swallowtail, the offi-
cial state butterfly of Georgia.

These butterflies are among the largest in
North America, with wingspans stretching up to
six inches. Males are a brilliant yellow with bold
black tiger stripes, while females can be either yel-
low or a striking deep blue-black. Eastern Tiger Swallowtails are strong fliers, often seen
gliding gracefully high in the treetops or swooping low to sip nectar from bright flowers.
The caterpillars are just as fascinating, starting off looking like little bird droppings for
camouflage, then transforming into a bright green color with large false eye spots to scare
away predators.

As I watched, the butterfly drifted from flower to flower, sipping delicately as
though it were gathering every last drop of sunshine before the cold set in. When it
finally soared high above the trees, it left behind a quiet reminder that beauty doesn’t

= TrueWay
Renovations

Don Trueblood
404-386-9291 | dontrueblood@gmail.com
www.truewayrenovations.com

- .
— Call now! FREE estimates —

LAW OFFICE OF

PEATSA C. WALLACE LLC

Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts, Powers of Attorney
Health Directives, Probate & Administration
Business Formations/Contracts, Tax Law,
Domestic Partnership Agreements & Dissolutions

SENIOR DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

-
t
N Office: 2345 Main Street, Tucker
Over 36 years experience 770.938.3919 or 678.570.8543
Tucker Resident peatsawallace@bellsouth.net

need to last forever to be unforgettable.

Call for free consultation

4633 Hugh Howell Road - Tucker, Georgia 30084
770—496—0890

25+ Years Strong! Proudly Serving Smoke Rise & Greater Atlanta!

Specialized In

e Routine Maintenance & Service

* Brakes, Tires, Alignment

Major Engine & Transmission Repair
Emissions Related Repairs & Readiness

Coolant, Power-steering, Transmission, Brake Flush
e Check Engine Light & Warning Indicator Diagnostics

IMVPGERMAN AUTO

YOUR SMOKE RISE EUROPEAN SERVICE AND REPAIR FACILITY

salon j.//christian

Serving our community for 24 years.

Seasoned stylists can help you easily
achieve your style, classic or sassy.

770-879-1071 APPOINTMENTS PREFERRED

Belco Electric

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
SINCE 1972

Fast, Dependable 24-hr. Service by
Professional, Uniformed Electricians

770-455-4556

SQUEEGE Summertime

s Shine!
So AD° Schedule a whole
house wash and you

YOUR will receive 20% off
NEIGHBORHOOD exterior window

WINDOW CLEANER

cleaning services!
This offer ends 08/29/2025

Our Services Include:
+« Window Cleaning
+ Pressure Washing

+ House Washing
+ Gutter Cleaning
« Solar Panel Cleaning

CONTACT US:
404-383-5678
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garden clubs

Mountain Mums Garden Club: A Closer Look at Nature
Submitted by: Maureen Fraser, Publicity Chair and Newsletter Co-Editor

Members of the Mountain Mums Garden Club gathered at the home of Marian Fetzek
for their September meeting, a time to enjoy friendship and strengthen their sense of com-
munity. Club President Sally Young wel-
comed everyone, followed by an inspira-
tional message from Kate Graham, who
spoke about finding happiness and satis-
faction in helping others and appreciat-

ing life’s simple joys.

This theme resonated with the fea-
tured speaker, Susanne Swing Thompson,
a local nature photographer and owner
of Wren Photography. Her presenta-
tion, “A Closer Look: Simple Practices
for Observing Nature,” encouraged
members to find beauty in their everyday
surroundings. Two of her photographs
have received honorable mention in the
National Wildlife Federation’s “Garden
for Life” competition.

Thompson  described ~ Wren
Photography not just as a business, but

September hostesses Connie Henry, Beth Henson, Gaye
Auman, Kathy Rhinehart, and Lisa Armistead, with
their host Marian Fetzek.

as a way to connect with others and
share her unique perspective. She hopes
to encourage everyone to look more closely at the intricate details of the natural world. She
named her company after the wren, her favorite bird, known for
its beautiful songs and unique, creative nests.

Thompson shared several simple ways to engage with nature,

including:

* Eating meals outdoors.

* Taking an early morning walk to watch the sunrise.

* Looking for movement while you’re out and about.

* Watching for things that don’t belong in the natural
landscape.

* Comparing and contrasting different elements of a scene.

You can find Thompson’s work - including notecards and
calendars - on her website at wren-photos.com and sign up for
her free weekly email, “A Closer Look.”

Upcoming Events: The Mountain Mums will be busy this
fall decorating Christmas wreaths and other items for sale at two upcoming markets:

*Nett Church’s Market Craft Show in Norcross on Saturday, October 4, from 9:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m.
* Tucker Farmers Market on Thursday, October 9, from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Susanne Swing Thompson

All proceeds will support a local community project, so please stop by to show your
support!

Growing the Community with Smoke Rise Garden Club
By Alex Helton, Garden Club Member

TR o ¥
The Summer Potluck at the Erdmans

Some know Dr. Pam Erdman as a local
Internist or the Oldenburg Dressage horse
breeder. Members of the Smoke Rise Garden
Club know Pam as a fellow member, neighbor,
and friend. We had the privilege of joining Pam
and her husband Don when they hosted the
Annual Summer Potluck at their beautiful 100
acre horse farm. The horses came to feast on car-
rots from our hands, guinea hens ran through the
yard, and their dogs, Luke and Arrow, supervised
it all. Home cooked food, a farmhouse tour, and
exploring nature on trails and ATVs made it a
standout day. Thanks again, Pam.

Victoria feeds the Erdman’s horses

Recap of September’s Meeting

Whether you are master of your own destiny or a Shaolin Master, you get that mastery
is about more than knowledge. So, we weren’t surprised to find out that the UGA Master
Gardener Extension Program combines horticulture with helping out. Sara Brodd, an agent
with the program, came to the home of club president, Victoria Crosby to share details. It’s
a perfect program for anyone who wants to serve the community because Master Gardeners
commit to 50 hours of volunteer service at various garden sites. The deadline to apply is
approaching, and the training kicks off in January. Visit extension.uga.edu and go to the
Master Gardener Extension Volunteer Program section to learn more.

If you want more information on joining the Smoke Rise Garden Club, send an email
to admin@smokerisegardenclub.com.
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Morning Glories Sample the World’s Fruits
By Quill Duncan, Morning Glories Recording Secretary

Have you ever wondered how to prepare yucca or cactus
pears? Many of us remember tasting sugar cane as kids and
how to enjoy it. It is an unusual treat that you do not eat but
chew!

Member Bonnie
Pennington offered
a wide variety of
tropical fruits to
smell and taste in

-~
-
-
g
—_—
o

our  September
meeting at Park
Springs. She pur-
chased most of the
items at the Your
DeKalb  Farmers
Market, which
offers an interesting

(L to R) Bonnie Pennington and Joyce Ray

array of many types

of fruits and vegetables. Bonnie demonstrated how to pro-
cess these fruits for consumption in various ways. Included
in her talk were Asian Pears, Dragon Fruit, Passion Fruit,
Pomegranate, Plantain, Mango and rambutans. We sampled
yucca chips and plantain chips, and both offered the crunch
of a potato chip but a different flavor to enjoy. Bonnie
encouraged the club members to try these fruits in smooth-
ies or salads or just out of hand!

Many of the Morning Glories members participated
in the 52nd Redbud Standard Flower Show “Cruisin’ with
Daisy” held in Tucker September 12-13. More than 445
horticulture entries, 36 designs, two educational exhibits
and 32 photography entries were showcased. Thanks to the
many volunteers from Redbud clubs and DeKalb Master
Gardeners who entered designs, photography and horti-
culture and set up, classified, placed and cleaned up the
show. We are grateful to Tucker United Methodist Church
for the use of their facilities for the event. Thanks also to
Tucker Mayor Frank Auman and First Lady Gaye Auman
for opening the show on Friday with a fun ribbon cutting
event. For photos from the show, go to the Redbud District
website under Gallery to see the entries at www.redbuddis-
trict.com.

The club has two new projects for the year: Mountain
Park UMC Preschool Garden to work with children ages
3-4 years old and the American Legion Post #207 for con-
tainer gardening at the post site in Tucker. We will feature
these projects in upcoming articles. If you want more infor-
mation on our club or wish to attend our October 14 meet-
ing at Park Springs, please contact President Amie Walsh at
(404) 729-4871.

ESTP 1962

BOBBAILEY’S

APPLIANCE C°

5100 Highway 78 East Stone Mountain, GA 30087
Phone 770.979.1077 Fax 770.979.1844

Website: www.bobbailevs.com

<+ Family Owned & Operated

+ Quality Brands & Great Pricing

+» Professional Delivery and Installation
+ Serving Smoke Rise over 50 years

‘. =
JENNAIR © BOSCH
Invented for life
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ATTENTION ADVERTISERS: All ad submissions and advertising inquiries should be directed to:
Classified and Display ads: Staff@smokesignalnews.com

Flyers: Barbara Luton at barluton@aol.com.

All classified ads are limited to 20 words, with the Smoke Signal reserving the right to edit any copy.
Ads are $240 per year. Please submit a copy of ad to staff @smokesignalnews.com with your full name,
address and phone number. Make checks out to Smoke Signal and mail to P.O. Box 1038, Tucker, GA
30085. We require full payment prior to ad placement.

For information on display (box) advertisements or flyer inserts, see contact information on page 2.

Classified Ads

WAGNON
LANDSCAPE GROUP
Residential, commercial, design
and installation. Year-round
maintenance, light tree work
and cleanups. Licensed/insured
SR resident with SR references.
770-381-3697.

TOTAL HOME CARE - Deep
cleaning, decluttering, windows,
auto detailing, house/pet sitting,
pressure washing, light yardwork,
errands. Call Dana @ 706-228-0593
PLUMBER
Plumbing-Electrical-H.V.A.C
Repairs-Replacement
New Installation
Family Owned and Operated
38 yrs Experience, Senior Discount
Call Troy-770-256-8940
AFFORDABLE LAWN CARE
Mowing, edging,
pruning, trimming, etc.
Reasonable, dependable, insured.
Call Mark at 404-697-7426.
SOUTHEAST CRAWLSPACE
CONSULTING
Your local experts for wet or
moldy crawlspaces. Call or text
678.920.8128 for a free inspection.

SR Handyman - painting,
household fixes, landscaping ,
stonework. Deliveries. No job
too small. Also experienced with
internet connection. Call Peter
@ 770-595-0077
OUTDOOR LIGHTING &
IRRIGATION Convenient
one-stop outdoor lighting/
irrigation. FREE assessment
for first 10 callers mentioning
Smoke Signal. 833-843-6957 or
outdoorswelllit@gmail.com.
DOG BOARDING:
Loving dog care. Small, selective,
safe, fun. Your dog will be glad
you went on vacation!

Call 770-510-8641 or visit
www.theshepherdsglen.com
PIANO TUNING AND
REPAIRS Over 40 years of pro-
fessional experience. Contact
Smoke Rise resident Steve
Duncan at 770-414-4766 or

Iswd@att.net
DOG GROOMING
Smoke Rise Resident
Call/Text Lisa 404-444-7763
Loving Care for your
Under 401b Furbabies
Professional Groomer since 2006

Need a professional pet sitter?
Call Critter Sittin’ Sisters at
404-409-3765. We make your
pets smile!

DAVE’S LANDSCAPING
Year-Round Lawn Maintenance.
Licensed and insured.

For an estimate,
please Call/Text 404-822-6319
PETS, PAPERS, & POSIES.
I'll take care of them
while you’re away.

Smoke Rise resident 40+ years.
Karen Bouchard
Please text or call 404-472-7348
WINDOW CLEANING IN
SMOKE RISE Let your win-
dows sparkle. FREE quotes.
Inside and Out. 706-228-0593
Computer Service. Repairs,
Upgrades, Setups and Training
Trusted company working
with local community since
1995. References available. 770-

309-4735 www.thepclink.com
@ALITY BRICK, STONE,
CONCRETE & TILE WORK.
DECKS, FENCES & MORE...
Over 30 years experience
470-632-6067
allsouth365@gmail.com

The Smoke Signa[ cwrrent[y has space available for more C[assiﬁed Ads!

Contact staﬁc@smokes igna[news.com to get your ad in next month’s paper!

The purpose of the Smoke Signal classifieds is to advertise goods and services to the community.

Food & Home Fixin’s

By Joyce Ray, Snﬁ( Writer

Whether you are tail gaiting at a special game or pre-
paring to invite friends in to watch your favorite team (Go
Dawgs!), choosing a menu will take some time and thought.
How about cooking
up some delicious
pork ribs? This meth-
od will let your oven
do all the work, so you
don’t miss a play.

A good rule of
thumb for purchasing
ribs is 1/3 rack of ribs
for women or light
caters and % rack for men. If you are having a party of six,
(three couples), you should cook about four racks, assuming
that you have plenty of side dishes. Also, a good plan for the
budget is to offer another meat, such as chicken tenders, to
help stretch the meat.

Prepare the meat by cutting or peeling the silver skin
from the inside cavity. Leaving it on could prevent the
moisture from permeating the meat as it cooks. Dry the

meat well with paper towels. Rub each side generously with
Liquid Smoke — about 1 to 1 % Tablespoons per slab. Place
it on a large piece of aluminum foil that is big enough to
wrap around the meat. Line the foil with parchment paper
which will also help hold in the moisture. Wrap each slab
separately. Using your favorite dry rub, generously rub each
side. The liquid smoke will help the dry rub adhere to the
meat. Fold the foil around the ribs and place slabs on a
baking sheet. Put them in a 250° oven - remember “low and
slow” for pork. Cook for approximately two and % hours.
Remove from oven, pour off liquid, and, using sauce brush,
lightly “paint “your favorite bar-be-cue sauce over the uncut
slab. Return to oven for about 10-15 minutes, or you can
move to a hot charcoal grill to get a good sear on the outside.
Divide ribs and paint with more sauce or serve with sauce as
desired.

We don’t prefer a thick sweet sauce, so we use Williams
Bros Original Sauce.

CONGRATULATIONS to Bruce and

Tammy Lucia, who were named
“Garden of the Month” winners
by the Mountain Mums Garden
Club. Many of the plants in their
Smoke Rise community yard were

This Cheesy grits/egg souffle was obtained from a
cookbook given to me by a former church hostess and it
was sized for 100 servings! I pared it down for reasonable
family proportions and tried it out last night. It is a keeper,
so I wanted to share it with you. It is perfect for brunch or
even as a side dish instead of rice or potatoes. I baked it in a
mid-size Dutch oven or you can make it in an 8x10 casserole

gifts from loved ones, making their
garden truly special. Pictured here
are Bruce and Tammy Lucia with
their dogs Siena, Roma, and grand-
dog Audi.

ParmerHousk OM[ M A RT
PROPERTIES

Smoke Rise community full time since 1994
with over 460 sales in Smoke Rise alone.

dish. Leftovers were just as good for breakfast this morning!

Cheesy Egg and Grits Souffle
2 cups of water
2 cups whole or 2% milk
1 tsp salt
1 cup regular grits, (not quick grits)
2-4 T. butter
2 cups grated cheddar cheese
1/8 t. cayenne pepper
1/8 t. black pepper
2 T chives (optional)
3 large eggs, separated

1 cup sour cream

Separate eggs and set aside. Bring water and milk to
boil in medium saucepan, gradually whisk in grits. Add sal.
Cook over medium heat and whisk until creamy and thick.
This takes about 10-15 minutes. Remove from heat and add
butter and cheese and other spices. Stir until cheese melts.
Beat egg yolks and add sour cream. Gradually add small
amounts of grits mixture to eggs and mix in until the egg
mixture is luke-warm, then add all grits to egg mixture. This
will temper the eggs, so they won’t cook in the hot mixture
and get lumpy.

Whip egg whites until stift peaks form then fold them
into the grit’s mixture. Pour into well buttered baking dish.
Sprinkle with more cheddar cheese and bake in 350° for
National Association of Realtors approximated 30-45 minutes — depending on how deep your

Georgia Association of Realtors dish is. It is ready when top is brown and the casserole is
DeKalb Association of Realtors «

A . Whether you’re buying or selling, we're here to serve all
your residential real estate needs - call us today!

John Porter

Licensed in Georgia since 1986
404-376-7069
atlrealtor21@aol.com

Jim Shoults

Licensed in Georgia since 1994
678-592-1043
jimshoults@gmail.com

smokerisehomes.com

‘set.” Allow it to cool for about five minutes before serving.
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