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A Tour of Southern Ghosts

Atlanta’s favorite, family, storytelling event
will again cast its spell of family fun for the 30th
year. Presented by ART Station at Georgia’s Stone
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storytelling. The tour features fun and spooky ghost
stories from the Antebellum South — great fun for
young, old, and of course, a perfect family outing. It’s
for those who believe, those who don’t, and for those who just want to have a good time. During the tour,
participants will meet six professional storytellers as they spin tales of Southern ghosts along the lantern-lit
paths of the South’s most authentic and spookiest plantation.

The tour takes place at Stone Mountain Park’s Antebellum
Plantation, October 9 - 25. (October 9-11, 15-18, and 22-25)
Thursdays & Sundays 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m., Fridays & Saturdays
7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. First tour begins at 7:00 p.m. with addi-
tional tours every 10 minutes.

Tickets may be purchased nightly at the box office of the
Antebellum Plantation, beginning at 6:45 p.m.

Advance Tickets are available at ART Station, beginning
October 1. To purchase advance tickets, call the ART Station
Box office at (770) 469-1105. * Ticket prices are: Adults $16.00,
Children 12 and under $8.00. Advance Adult tickets are $12.00.
“A Tour of Southern Ghosts” is produced by ART Station, Inc.,

a not-for-profit, contemporary arts center. The center features a

Photo Courtesy of ART Station

professional theatre company, visual arts galleries and an arts education program. More than 50,000 patrons
participate in ART Stations programs yearly.

“Taste of Tucker” Promises to be Scrumptious

The sixth annual Taste of Tucker will be held Saturday, Oct. 24, on the com-
munity’s Main Street, 1:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m. While live bands provide a full after-
noon of great music, some two dozen local restaurants will offer delicious food
ranging from American barbecue to Latin and Asian cuisine.

Special attractions include a children’s play area, a bazaar of local produce
organized by the Tucker Farmers Market, and drink venues coordinated by Keller
Williams Realty Atlanta Partners. Restaurant Equipment Services is the major sponsor
coordinating food booths.

The musical menu over the years has been particularly savory, offering bands that play classic rock, R&B
and funk. This year, live music will feature a set by local favorite Moontower, a six-member band from
Decatur that blends classic, Southern and experimental Rock’n’Roll with funk, disco and blues.

Sandra Robbins, general manager of Marlow’s, whose shrimp and grits won the “Best Entrée” award in
2014, explained that “Taste of Tucker lets us reach more people from the neighborhoods we serve. And, we
love the bragging rights that came with winning last year.”

“Taste of Tucker is truly a community celebration, drawing
people of all ages and backgrounds,” said event coordinator Art
Wood. “More than 4,000 people attended last year, and we
expect that number to grow again this year.”

The growth of this festival can be measured in part by the par-
ticipation of local sponsors. This year Grecian Gyro will become
the first restaurant to reach the Platinum Sponsor level, while
Georgia United Credit Union will be the official Stage Sponsor.

Admission is free. Attendees purchase $1.00 tickets to exchange
for food samples, with most entrees costing between three
and seven tickets. Proceeds from the event benefit NETWorks Cooperative Ministry, Old Town Tucker
Merchants Association and other local causes.

For more information on Taste of Tucker, including application forms for restaurant owners interested
in participating, go to tasteoftucker.com.

HALLOWEEN A GHOSTLY
NIGHT LIKE NO OTHER

by Barbara Bruschi

By the thin veil of the moonlight, spooky crea-
tures and flying witches spread fright throughout
the night. This night is also called All Hallow’s Eve
“a Christianized feast initially influenced by Celtic
harvest festivals.”

Halloween dates back about 2,000 years to a
festival held around Nov.l called Samhain (sum-
mer’s end) in Gaelic. Samhain used to prepare the
world for the coming winter. The ancient pagans
believed that October 31 was a time of transference
when the dead came back to life and caused havoc,
such as illness and damage of crops. Bonfires were lit
and sacrifices brought to appease the dark forces of
the underworld. Mask and costumes were worn to
mimic the evil spirits and to mollify them.

Historically speaking, Halloween has evolved
in the United States since World War II. “Trick or
Treat” was preceded by “Thanksgiving begging.”
Children would disguise themselves in costumes and
go door-to-door asking for food or money. By the
1800s, pranks were common. Today, this practice
has mostly vanished. The holiday is a day for fun
and creative costuming as well as a time to celebrate
communities and the spirit of giving.

Autumn also brings many other festivals to town.
1) October 9-25; “Tour of Southern Ghosts” at
Stone Mountain Park. stonemountainpark.com

2) October 17-18; Stone Mountain Highland Games
at Stone Mountain Park. See page 5 for details.
stonemountainpark.com

3) October 29-November 1; Indian Festival and
Pow-Wow. This is the largest Native American
gathering in Georgia. The energy and color of this
festival is electrifying. stonemountainpark.com

4) October 2, 3, 28, 29, 30 and 31; The ART
Station’s “Village Ghost Tours” starting 6:30
p-m. — 8:30 p.m. Reservations are required, price
$25.00 for adults. This tour takes you by tram
to the Stone Mountain Cemetery where Master
Storyteller, David Hirt, will tell inspiring tales.
artstation.org

5) October 17; 15th Annual Little Five Points
Halloween Festival and Parade. The Litde 5
Points Business Association hosts what is argu-
ably the best Halloween Parade and Festival in the
Southeast. From noon until 11:00 p.m., guests
will be treated to a daylong festival of food, fun
and frightful frivolity. It’s captivating and chilling
as any you will ever see. atlanta.net/events

6) October 31; Halloween Hijinks with the Atlanta
Symphony. This concert features a costume con-
test and musical family favorites. atlantasym-

phony.org

... Continued on page 7
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October Calendar of Events

3 15th Annual DeKalb County Fire Safety Festival
2997 Lawrenceville Hwy. Tucker, 12:00 p.m. —4:00 p.m.

5 Smoke Rise Garden Club meeting at home of Margarita Fajardo
7:00 p.m.

7 Smoke Signal meeting at home of Barbara Luton, 9:30 a.m.
14 Mountain Mums meeting at home of Jody Currie, 9:45 a.m.
15 Tucker Arts Guild meeting, The Custom Frame Shop, 7:00 p.m.

16-18 Stone Mountain Highlands Games
The Meadow at Stone Mountain Park

24 Taste of Tucker, Main Street, 1:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m.

25 Music for Missions Presents “Johnny Roquemore and Friends”
Lawrenceville Road UMC in Tucker, 7:00 p.m.

31 Happy Halloween!

Smoke Signal Deadlines
OCTOBER 13

Please e-mail articlesto:

smoke-signal @ear thlink.net
(Word documents or text file attachments preferred)
PLEASE DO NOT SEND CLASSIFIED ADS
TO THIS E-MAIL ADDRESS

Extra copies may be picked up at box at

5365 Smoke Rise Drive
Deadlinefor classfied adsis OCTOBER 10

SMOKE SIGNAL FLYER INSERT POLICY
Cost: $150 by check to Smoke Sgnal
Deadline to Receive: 6:00 p.m. on 19th of month
Flyer inserts should be 8 /2" x 11" (flat, not folded)
Please provide 2,300 copies
Reservation Required:
Contact Barbara Luton, (770) 491-6711 by 15th of month.

“Like” us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
SmokeSignalNews
or visit our website at www.smokesignalnews.com
Link to the digital version of the Smoke Signal
at http://eepurl.com/pjndv
or scan this QR Code
with your smart phonel!

Letter
to the Editor:

I sure would like to
know whatever happened to
code violations. What is it?
Where is it? We bought our
house on Oxbow Circle in
1996. I heard there was such
a thing as “Code Violations”
but never ever received any
paperwork about it or what
the heck is it?

Our lovely Smoke Rise
is getting pretty sloppy; cars
parked in the streets, grass
and lawns overgrown and
uncut, cars parked all over the
driveways, trash all over the
place, people trying to make
our residential area a place of
business, and I could go on.
One person’s neglect of their
property detracts from the

whole neighborhood.

Regina Studwell, Ed.D.
Smoke Rise Resident

Response:

Code Compliance
The DeKalb County Code

Compliance  department
(FKA Code Enforcement)
strives to provide consistent,
fair, and accurate enforcement
services via the following:

* Enforcement of the Property
Maintenance Code

*Sign and Zoning Ord-
inances for communities
and businesses throughout

DeKalb County

You can contact Code
Compliance regarding com-
plaints and code compliance
via the contact information
located below.

(404) 687-3700 telephone
(404) 687-3844 Fax
CodeEnforce@dekalbcountyga.gov
You can look up a specific
ordinance or section online

at www.municode.com, then

Georgia, then DeKalb County.

Smoke Rise Baptist Church

Dr. Chris George, Senior Pastor

Ernie Forrester, Associate Pastor

Tim Adcox, Minister of Missions
Kathy Dobbins, Minister of Spiritual Formation

Danny Vancil, Minister of Music & Worship
Becky Caswell-Speight, Minister to Families with Children
Jeremy Colliver, Minister to Families with Y outh
Amanda Coe Burton, Director of Nursery Ministries
Telephone: (770) 469-5856

SmokeRiseBaptist.org

Sundays:

9:00 am. Worship in the Chapel

9:45 am. Sunday school

11:00 am. Worship in the Sanctuary
Communion: Second Sunday of each month
1st Tuesdays: 11:30 am. Prime Time
Wednesdays:

5:00-5:45 Fellowship Dinner

6:00-7:00 Programs for children, youth and adults

7:00-8:30 Sanctuary choir

Nursery provided

Eastminster Presbyterian Church

Pastor: Rev. J. Caleb Clarke 11
Director of Mission & Youth: Mark Sauls
Director of Music Ministries: Andrew Meade
Director of Preschool: Stacey Moura
Director of School Age Program: Celeste Sears
Director of Christian Education: Mardee Rightmyer
Pastor to Senior Adult Ministries: Rev. Jeanne Simpson
Telephone (770) 469-4881
www.eastminster.us

Sundays:
9:45 am. Sunday School
11:00 am. Worship
Wednesdays:
5:45 p.m. Fellowship Dinner
6:30 p.m. Adult and Children’s Program
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Mount Carmel Christian Church

Senior Minister: Art Stansberry
Worship Leader: Ledlie Riley
Kids Ministry Director: Vicki Tyler
Telephone (770) 279-8437
www.mountcarmelcc.org

Sundays:
8:30 am. Coffee/ Doughnuts/ Fellowship
9:30 am. Bible School Classes— Adults & Children
10:30 am. Worship
Wednesdays
5:30 p.m. Dinner
6:30 p.m. Activities/Studies for all ages
6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal
First Moravian Church
Interim Pastor: Stephen Weisz
Congregational Acolyte: Bill Hitz
Telephone (770) 491-7250
WWW.gamoravian.org
Sundays:
10:00 am. Sunday School-Adults & Children
11:00 am. Worship
12:00 p.m. Fellowship Time
Thursdays:
7:00 p.m. Adult Study Group

Mountain West Church

Pastor: Michadl Shreve
Telephone (770) 491-0228
Www.mountai nwestchurch.com
4818 Hugh Howell Rd., Stone Mountain

New Sunday Worship Times, Beginning August 9:
9:00 am., 10:45 am. and 12:30 p.m.

FREE NEIGHBORHOOD PET LOST AND FOUND

with information if you have lost or found a pet.

Please call Kay McKenzie
at (770) 491-6784

Q3

Smoke Rise Preferred Contractor’s List \

If you are looking for reliable people to build desks, paint, do electrical, plumb-

ing, interior design and many other services, then request a copy of this list as

a potential starting point. We maintain a free listing of contractors and other

service providers that your neighbors have used successfully. If you want a copy of this
list, please email Jim Farmer at: jimfarmer812@earthlink.net or call him at (770)
939-8949. We also ask for your feedback. Tell us about a contractor or service
provider that you have used with opinions about their work. This information
will be useful for future revisions of the list.

~92 ~
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W‘e Messcors”™
By Jack Sartain, Producer, Music for Missions

“Johnny Roquemore and Friends” are set to entertain
the community at the Music for Missions concert October
25 at 7:00 p.m. The concert is the 214th concert sponsored
by the United Methodist Men at Lawrenceville Road United
Methodist Church, 3142 Lawrenceville Highway, in Tucker,
just outside 1-285. The concerts are free, but donations are
accepted.

Johnny Roquemore is an award-winning guitarist, song-
writer and vocalist. He is the lead performer in the “Apostles
of Bluegrass,” a popular and much-in-demand band. Johnny
appears at many prestigious venues throughout the United
States. He has been honored with the title “Best Local Singer/
Songwriter” by Atlanta’s Creative Loafing. He is the 2013
Georgia State Champion harmonica player. Johnny won on the
original, national TV program, the “Gong Show.” His awards
also include the Georgia Music Industry Association’s “Best
Country” award. His music can be heard in many movie and
TV sound tracks. Johnny has many “hot selling” cd’s which
have introduced him to many and diverse audiences through-
out the United States.

Johnny’s musical creations are touted to contain good
music and intelligent lyrics — to which he replies — “It therefore
a quip
typical of Johnny’s quick and good humored wit — demon-

may not be suitable for some of today’s listeners!”....

strated throughout his performances.

For a fun hour of good music, delivered by one of the area’s
best (as proven by his multiple music industry awards), be sure
to hear the one-and-only Johnny Roquemore and some of his
musical friends. Johnny and a couple of his “friends” can be
seen and heard at the recent Stone Mountain Bluegrass, Old
Time and Dance Festival at Stone Mountain Village produced
in partnership with the Southeast Bluegrass Association by Dr.
John Kelley and me, Jack Sartain.

Here are three YouTube links for a preview of Johnny’s music.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=utPiGP9J6Xw
www.youtube.com/user/JohnnyRoq765
www.youtube.com/watch?v=N4i0umxNpXI

For further information, call the church at (770) 939-3717.

2 33 Years
) FExperience
And Company, Inc.

. . Smoke
ide-resie: Building And Remodeling e
¢ All types of Additions ¢ Window & Door
e Kitchens & Baths Replacements ’;dm;f(
*Basement Finishes  ®Roofing Home uilders
* Exterior Makeovers  ®Decks

770-493-4005 www.JLBinc.com

Belinda Belvin, REALTOR®

As a Smoke Rise native and
a Realtor in the area, my

knowledge of the area and Ty

of the market are unparalled. .J» |

My mission is to market
your home to get the
maximum price current real ' .
estate markets will allow, !
through a multifaceted A
marketing campaign that v ’
renders broad exposure for ?

your home. Call today to see

how | can assist you in selling =
your current home or buying ¢
your next dream home!

Belinda Belvin, REALTOR®
404-844-8811 %)
bbelvin02@att.net <

al

Keller Williams Realty
Atlanta Partners

1957 Lakeside Pkwy, Ste 520
Tucker GA 30084

<3
KELLER
WILLIAMS.
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St. Andrews School Hosts Arts & Crafts Festival

Those of you who love jewelry, pottery and other hand-made objects will have a wonderful
shopping opportunity at an arts and crafts festival on Saturday, October 24, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m., at St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, 4882 Lavista Road in Tucker.

Vendors of all types are welcome, whether selling wood crafts, decorative arts or holiday
gifts. Booths are available for $25.00 to $30.00. Booths will be located inside the church’s fellow-
ship hall. Each vendor is asked to donate one item for a raffle that will be held at the event.

Money raised from booth fees and raffle tickets go to benefit St. Andrews School, which offers
kindergarten, preschool, extended care and after-school programs open to all families in the com-

munity.

For more information, visit online at standrewspresbyterian.org/st-andrews-school.

Smoke Rise Baptist Church Events

Octoberfest at Smoke Rise Baptist Church
Wednesday, October 28 - 5:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.
on the SRBC ballfield

Join SRBC for a night of outdoor fun for all ages! Activities
are free, and all are welcome. Costumes are also welcome for
all ages!

Adult meal tickets are $5.00 and children’s meal tickets are
$3.00 with a $15.00 family maximum.

Dinner menu: BBQ, hot dogs, baked beans, coleslaw, chips,
salad and dessert

Journeys — Session 3
October 7-21
6:00 p.m. — 6:45 p.m., SRBC Fellowship Hall

Hunger in YOUR Community
October 7 in the Fellowship Hall

Since the Great Recession, food insecurity among
Americans has significantly increased and continues to remain
high, with one in six people in North Georgia struggling to
make ends meet. It is hard to solve this challenge without
understanding who is hungry, where they live and why they are
hungry. Join Alexis Weaver of the Atlanta Community Food
Bank in a discussion about opportunities to better understand
and serve our neighbors living with hunger.

The Nature of the Jewish Scriptures

Rabbi Ronald Bluming will share an overview of the
Jewish perspective on the Hebrew prophets and the books
that are known as the “writings.” Do Jews believe the prophets
predicted the future? What's up with those crazy symbols in
Ezekiel and the weird behavior of some of the prophets? Is
Song of Solomon a love story or a metaphor? How did the
Jews use the Psalms? The Rabbi will explore these questions
and more in two sessions in Fellowship Hall.
October 14 — The Prophets
October 21 — The Writings

Parenting: Sharing Our Stories, in The Library

Three sets of seasoned parents who have raised a family will
spend an evening sharing with young parents who are in the
midst of this important life journey.
Oct. 7 — Chris and Amy Allison
Oct. 14 — Ernie Forrester
Oct. 21 — Brian and Donna Weatherby

Lawrenceville Road
United Methodist
Church in Tucker
Announces its
Semi-Annual
Bar-B-Q

Saturday, November 7
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Each plate will feature a
generous portion of smoked
pork bar-b-q, coleslaw,
Brunswick stew or baked
beans, and white loaf bread.
Cost is $10.00. Should
anyone wish to purchase a
whole boneless Boston butt,
the price is $28.00. Boston
butts MUST be ordered by
November 1 and prepaid by
calling the church at (770)
939-3717. An authentic
Phillips original recipe for

(world’s

finest!) will be available for

Brunswick stew

sale for $5.50 per pint or
$9.00 per quart (a $2.00
savings).

In addition, the United
Methodist
have a bake sale to top off
the tasty Bar-B-Q.

Tickets may be pur-

Women will

chased from any church
member or at the office. The
church is located at 3142
Lawrenceville  Highway
in Tucker just outside
[-285. The church email
is LRUMC®@bellsouth.net.
NOTE - the church office
is closed on Fridays and
Saturdays — BUT you may
leave a voice mail message
via phone.
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October is National Fire Safety Month

DeKalb County Fire Rescue Department will host its 15th Annual
Fire Safety Festival Saturday, October 3, from 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
at Rehoboth Baptist Church at 2997 Lawrenceville Hwy Tucker, GA
30084. This annual event is free and open to the public.

The Fire Safety Festival is a great event to introduce a new learning
experience on safety and fire prevention. DeKalb County Residents can
gather, meet firefighters and fire safety educators, enjoy some food, check out the fire apparatus,
and participate in fun safety learning activities. Fire Safety partners LEGOLAND City and Lowes
will have learning stations available. There will also be train rides, fire safety bingo, inflatable gyms,
a friendly firefighter, vehicle extrication, fire trucks, and more.

While the campaign lasts the entire month, most fire departments designate the second week
of October as Fire Prevention Week, during which demonstrations and expos are held in differ-
ent U.S. cities. Sponsored by the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), Fire Prevention
Month has roots that date back to The Great Chicago Fire of 1871 that killed more than 250
people and left more than 100,000 homeless.

For more information, go online to: dekalbfiresafetyfestival.com.

Tucker Steve Lipson Charity Pro-Am
Arts Guild a Huge Success

Meeting By Carol Wales
The next Tucker Smoke Rise Country Club

Arts  Guild meeting (SRCC) hosted a Charity Pro-Am
will be at 7:00 p.m., in memory of Dr. Stephen Lipson
October 15. The Guild and for the benefit of the Crohn’s
meets January through and Colitis Foundation, Atlanta
November on the 3rd Chapter, on August 28-30. Dr.
Thursday at 7:00 p.m. Lipson founded Lipson Dental

at The Custom Frame Group on Five Forks Trickum
Shop, 4195 Fellowship Road and was an avid golf and
Road in Tucker. tennis player at SRCC up until

The Tucker Arts his passing three years ago. The Linda Lipson with her boys

Pro-Am event was the brain child Eric and Ryan at Steve Lipson

of Suzy lhnat, SRCC Director Pro-Am Charity Event

of Tennis, whose motto echoes a

famous quote by Winston Churchill, “We make a living by what
we get, but we make a life by what we give.” The three-day char-
ity event consisted of a kickoff dinner dance for 175 guests on
Friday night, complete with silent and live auctions, a tennis pro-
am on Saturday, and a golf event which included the Emory golf
team, on Sunday. Many volunteers and sponsors came together
to make this happen and with their help, the Pro-Am raised more
than $25,000.00 for the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation. SRCC
would like to especially thank Steve’s wife, Linda Lipson, for all of
her help and support, title sponsor Lipson Dental, and corporate
sponsors, Rockwell Automotive and Atlanta Dental. Also thanks
to the generous food sponsors, Kroger at Mountain Park, Chick-
fil-A in Tucker, Roly Poly in Tucker, and the Smoke Rise Bottle
Shoppe in Stone Mountain. Steve Lipson was a man who believed
in giving back to his community and for this event, his SRCC
community came together to give back in memory of him. For
information on joining SRCC and becoming a part of next year’s
pro-am event, call (770) 908-2582.

Guild is an organiza-
tion of artists interest-
ed in highlighting and
promoting the artistic
aspects of the commu-
nity. To “create an envi-
ronment which is con-
ducive to the growth and
development of individ-
ual artists in the Tucker
area through interac-
tion, inspiration and
education.” The Tucker
Arts Guild embraces all
aspects of art.

Anyone interested
in learning more should
visit online at tuckerarts-
guild.com.

Georgia Pecans for the Holidays
The Mountain Shadow Garden Club (MSGC) is pleased

to announce its “2015 Georgia Pecans for the Holidays” sale,
an annual fall fund raising event. The newly harvested pecans
from a supplier in South Georgia are scheduled to arrive by
mid-November, in time for the holidays.

Demand continues to increase for Georgia pecans. Fancy
Natural Pecan Halves in 16 oz. (one pound) packages are
$11.00. Chocolate Covered and Roasted & Salted Pecan Halves
in 12 oz. packages are $8.00. The MSGC expects high quality
pecans again this year and would be delighted to add you to the
customer list. Long-standing customers know “You Can Taste
the Difference!” in freshly harvested pecans. It’s a local tradi-
tion.

However, to assure your request is filled, it’s recommend
orders be placed in advance with a member of MSGC. Please
e-mail msgcpecans@gmail.com or call one of these numbers:
(404) 296-7317, (770) 923-9762, (770) 469-5376, (770) 879-
6116, or (404) 915-7132.

The proceeds from this effort enable MSGC to fund a
scholarship for a student at Gwinnett Tech each year and to
help support a children’s garden and other community pro-
grams.

' FYTTVYYY

HOMES FOR THE HOLIDAYS

The annual Christmas Home Tour of the GFWC Stone
Mountain Woman’s Club, known as Homes for the Holidays,
will be held Saturday, December 12 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00
p-m. The $25.00 tour ticket includes lunch served from
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Stone Mountain First United
Methodist Church Family Life Center, located at 5312 West
Mountain Street.

Tickets can be purchased from any member of the Stone
Mountain Woman’s Club, at the ART Station, or the Old Post
Office Emporium in Stone Mountain. The day of the tour,
tickets will also be available in the church’s Family Life Center
or any home on the tour.

You may visit the homes on the tour in any order you
choose. For your shopping pleasure, vendors with jewelry and
accessories, specialty food items and other products suitable
for holiday gift giving, will be available during the tour in the
Church’s Family Life Center.

The GFWC Stone Mountain Woman’s Club, a 501(c)3
organization, sponsors this annual Christmas Home Tour to
help raise funds for a number of charities supported by the
Woman’s Club. For additional information about the tour,
contact Elizabeth Wells at dandewells@bellsouth.net, (770)
822-9947 or (c) (404) 630-9925.

Women interested in learning about membership in the
GFWC Stone Mountain Woman’s Club may contact 1st Vice
President and Membership Chairman, Kim Cumbie at kcumb-
ie@comcast.net.

AUTO SERVICE DEPOT,

Serving Smoke Rise for 40 Years!

Short on Time? V.
We’ll Take You Home While '
We Repair Your Vehicle

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE & REPAIR |
& MOST BRANDS OF TIRES
~OUR PLEDGE TO THE SMOKE RISE COMMUNITY-

Honesty really is our policy. We perform only the work that is

needed or that you agree to in advance. We charge fair prices

Jor parts and labor that are consistent with local standards.
We treat men and women with equal respect and fairness.

Finally we settle for nothing less than excellence in all we do.

770-934-7885

Daily Specials at: www.autoservicedepot.com
2191 Idlewood Road « Tucker « Across from Tucker Middle School “Like” Us
On Facebook

The Eleanor Patrick

Real Estate Group

Keller Williams Realty
Atlanta Partners

* Regular Sales
* Short Sales
* Senior Sellers
* Relocation

* Over 12 Years in the
Smoke Rise Community!

For All Your Real Estate Needs!

Contact the Eleanor Patrick
Real Estate Group

Innovative Personalized Professional Service
Put Us To Work For You Today

eleanorpatricksells@gmail.com
www.smokerisehomesforsale.com

404-721-2904
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Stone Mountain Highland Games
and Scottish Festival

The Stone Mountain Highlands Games & Scottish Festival
celebrates its 43rd year. The Scottish fun takes place at the
meadow at Stone Mountain Park October 16-18. The event
offers Scottish Clan activities, musical entertainment, and tradi-
tional Highland game activities including athletics, pipe bands,
Highland dance and Scottish vendors. The children’s games
are a great way for young guests to enjoy the games. Also, there
will be before and after events at the host hotel (The Hilton,
Northeast), including Scottish Genealogy/Scottish Tartan lec-
tures (free), Friday afternoon musical recital and Saturday eve-
ning Cabaret, starting on Friday the 16th. Everyone is invited to
join in the “Friendly Games,” whether you are Scottish or not.

For more information, go to SMHG.org. You can also look

up the event on Facebook.

Window Cleaning

Absolute

Residential
Window Cleaning

678-516-7939

Serving Your Smoke Rise Community

All Work Done Completely by Owner.
Contact: Paul Valenta

AbsoluteWindowCleaning.Net

Thank You to the Smoke Rise Community

Organizers of Tunes by the Tracks, the Village’s indie music concert series, say thank you.

Tunes By the Tracks, Stone Mountain Village’s indie music free concert series, is underway
for the fall and going well. This is true in large part because of the support of Smoke Rise. The
participation and back up from the community is much appreciated.

In September, Smoke Rise folks helped with refreshment sales and promoted the event. They
also brought friends along for dinner or a picnic in town, and enjoyed an evening of music and
conversation with neighbors and friends.

“Musicians do bring a groove to the evening that is unique and delightful. Yet, Tunes By
the Tracks is as much about people enjoying the gatherings as it
is about songwriters and songs. The audience doing life together
and engaging the artists makes the series exceptional,” said Thom
DeLoach, Downtown Development Authority Board Member
and Tunes By the Tracks Volunteer.

The concert series organizers note that the Smoke Rise and
Stone Mountain Village ties are long standing. It’s a kinship that
shows itself well in events such as Tunes By the Tracks. The series
wouldn’t be the same without you.

Thank you to Smoke Rise neighbors who have attended the Volunteers Dave and Barb Hess
concert series in The Village thus far this fall. A warm welcome,
too, to those who will find their way to Stone Mountain this October.

Tunes By the Tracks continues each Friday in the municipal parking lot on Main Street,
Stone Mountain from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Organizers hope you’ll join them and enjoy.

Late Breaking News from Smoke Rise Country Club

The Smoke Rise Country Club has successfully recruited the former GM and COO of the
Druid Hills Golf Club. After leading Druid Hills for almost six years, Jim Story took the reins
at Smoke Rise mid-September. Watch for an interview with Jim in the November Smoke Signal
where you will learn his reason for coming to our community and his vision for the Club.

Lilburn Landscape
Company

"‘\ When Quality Counts!
Fall 7025 Aeration
Leat | O ff &

Reln OVal Your ( '?rrr-"\"e' ()\verseedillg

Providing Professional Landscape
Maintenance Services for the Last 20 Years
Porter Deal - Owner/Operator
404-422-6583 lilburnlandscape.com

)
1)
BOB BAILEY’S

Your Home ."'|.|:|]r||.||'n: [& I'.\En'flw

+ Quality Kitchen Appliances

+ Serving Smoke Rise For Over
40 Years

+ Free Estimates

+ Fast, Professional Delivery
and Installation

+ Factory Authorized Service

+ Great selection Of Energy
Efficient, Innovative Products

LEL

5100 Highway 78 East Stone Mountain, GA 30087

Phone (770) 979-1077 Fax (770) 979-1844
Website: www.bobbaileys.com

i-» BOSCH | WOLF |
. aasko

Pimsuncg
—scotsman . H Electrolux m

Library Launches Major Library Card Sign-up Campaign
If you don’t already have a library card, DeKalb County Public Library (DCPL) has launched

a major campaign to encourage you to get one.

First of all, DCPL has unveiled a bright, new library card design that is very different from
what you’ve seen before. Not only will this special, limited-edition card help you be a Know-It-All,
it’ll attract attention and tell others you're a Know-It-All, too!

“We purposely came up with a colorful, whimsical design to attract attention to our mes-
sage, which is very important,” says Library Director Alison Weissinger. “That message is that
the library plays a crucial role in our diverse county by providing free access to information and
assistance in developing literate, engaged citizens - citizens that ‘Know-It-All.” ”

Here are some of the facts the library wants DeKalb residents to know:

* The library circulated close to 1.5 million books, movies, music CDs and other materials during
the first seven months of 2015.

* The library provides free access to the Internet at all of its 22 branches.

* With your library card, you can access more than 4,500 eBooks and more than 90 eMagazines
for free, 24-hours-a-day.

* The library offers free computer classes, including classes aimed at helping job seekers find
employment.

* The library conducted more than 2,700 free programs for children and adults during the first
half of 2015 and more than 60,000 people attended them.

Although Library Card Sign up Month officially ended at the end of September, DCPL’s
campaign will run through the end of the year. “We want to give people plenty of time to get one
of these limited-edition cards and to find out more about what a valuable resource the library is
to them and everyone in this community,” Weissinger said. Please contact your local library for
information.
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Smoke Rise Elementary & STEM

The Smoke Rise Elementary STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) program
is embarking on a new journey! The school is still diligently working toward certification, but its
STEM studies are going in a whole new direction. Students this year are going to study green
engineering and sustainability.

What does this mean? Students are going to act as environmental engineers by studying envi-
ronmental issues and developing creative, and innovative solutions to these problems. SRE has
already started off the year by creating two robotics teams for the First Lego League Competition.
The project challenge for these students is to identify a waste management problem in our com-
munity and then develop a solution to the problem. The other projects involve students designing
energy efficient homes that use insulation materials that are safe for the environment. Students are
also studying solar energy by making solar ovens and solar powered vehicles.

SRE can boast about having not one garden, but two! The first garden sits in the front of the
school and is used to teach students about the pollination process. The second garden is in the
school’s courtyard. It is in the middle of a massive cleanup. Once it is finished, the school will have
an awesome food garden with composting bins and rain barrels to use in irrigation. These projects
are hallmark examples of sustainability.

Smoke Rise is grateful to its community partners that are supporting children in the educa-
tional process. Georgia Power, Sedexo, and The Steel Magnolias are just three of the eight partners
that are providing outreach lessons and other resources to the school. The STEM coordinator
at Smoke Rise is currently in negotiations to obtain a STEM partnership with the Gwinnett
Environmental and Heritage Center. The Heritage Center provides students lessons in green
architecture and engineering - just to name a few.

SRE is receiving excellent parental support. The parent of a 3rd grader is a computer engineer
and has donated three miniature computers called Raspberry Pi. The students will be able to create
computer games using a program called “Scratch.” Even though SRE has increased support, it is
still looking for community commitment. The school needs assistance with its recycling program
and gardening project. In addition, please feel free to visit the school during the science fair and
science exhibition held in November. SRE is seeking judges and an audience for the students to
demonstrate their hard work.

Call the school for more information: (678) 874-3602

Help Support SKES!

A large part of a school’s success

Jaguar Roar to the Grands!

The Smoke Rise Family would like to acknowl-
is due to parent involvement. Smoke edge and thank all of the grandparents that vis-
Rise Elementary School’s School/Parent  ited and had
lunch with their
grandchildren in
September. The

event would not

Compact includes a number of hours
each family agrees to serve the school.
The school considers itself extremely for-
tunate to have a new Parent Liaison,
Brenda Harper Ali, who is committed have been a suc-
cess without the
time and dedica-
tion of the fami-
to assist in various events and tasks, such  lies of Smoke
Rise Elementary.
Although, this

was a scheduled

to facilitating parental engagement. The
school has had an increasingly high num-
ber of parents and community volunteers

as reading with students, assisting in school Agustin Hilliard
events, and helping teachers. Smoke Rise
Elementary School welcomes community
volunteers! Please contact the family liai- and organized luncheon, grandparents, family
members and community are always welcomed to
come and visit/volunteer at the school. SRE looks

forward to the community’s continued support

son if you would like to support the school
in any way!
brenda_s_harper@dekalbschoolsga.org
(678) 874-3602

and participation!

RESIDENTIAL © COMMERCIAL

Carpentry Repairs »
Pressure Cleaning e
Gutter Installation »

¢ Interior / Exterior
e Home Improvements
* Wall Covering

770-923-0537

Basement Finishes

“Customers receive a high quality, guaranteed paint job at competitive prices, always.”

2015 National Hispanic Heritage Month
“Honoring our Heritage. Building our Future”

During National Hispanic Heritage Month (September
15 to October 15) Smoke Rise Elementary will recognize con-
tributions of significant Hispanic and Latino Americans to the
United States and celebrate their heritage and culture.

Hispanics have had a profound and positive influence on
our country through their strong commitment to family, faith,
hard work, and service. They have enhanced and shaped our
national character with centuries-old traditions that reflect the
multicultural customs of their community.

Hispanic Heritage Month Activities at SRE began
September 14 and will be held through October 23. Smoke
Rise will have activities, such as daily reports on a selected
Hispanic Contributor, Hispanic Luncheon (October 14), and
Hispanic Heritage Month Program Finale (October 22, 5:00
p.m. - 6:30 p.m.).

The Smoke Rise Elementary School family is warmly invit-
ing the community to participate in this celebration. The school
would like to broadcast Hispanic cultures using music, dance,
clothing, food, poetry and much more. To volunteer your time
to these activities, please contact Mrs. Fiona Simmons at (678)

874-3676.

B. Harry Strack, Jr.
Certified Public‘ Accountant
Comprehensive-Accounting Services
Computer Business Services

TIGER TAX

770-365-9381
1014 A Main Street 125 Henson Drive
Stone Mountain, GA 30083. Monroe, GA 30655
Next to Wages Funeral Home ; ~ Behind Kentucky Fried Chicken
azeczig@comcast.net
http://tigertax.is-an-accountant.com
Tiger Tax on Facebook

L L -]
COLOSSUS

Now in Stone Mtn. AND TUCKER
4369A HUGH HOWELL ROAD (next to Dollar General)
TUCKER, GA 30084 770-817-6116
Great 2" location - Same great food
Separate Dining Room, Beer/Wine
Sports Bar & Indoor/Outdoor Patio
Get $5 off purchase of $25 or more until 10/31/15 w/ad copy

Daily Delivery To Metro Atlanta, DeKalb and Gwinnett!
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GIVE FROM THE HEART
TO SAVE A HEART

Monday, October 12
6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

Stone Mountain Village
City Hall
875 Main Street
Stone Mountain

This two hour class will
teach you how to perform
CPR in the case of an emer-
gency. Statistics show that
60% of cardiac arrest is in
the presence of other people.
Be prepared to help save a
life!

Cost is $30.00. To reg-
ister or for more info, go to
Learncpr.ga@gmail.com

LifelsSweet.org
Lifeissweet.cpr@gmail.com

(470) 206-8990

Women of Empowerment Scholarship

More than a dozen years ago, the GFWC Stone Mountain
Woman’s Club determined there was a need for financial assis-
tance for women who wanted to return to college to further
their education. Some may have dropped out of college before
completing an undergraduate degree, or others may have desired
a graduate degree to help advance in a career. Seen as a way to
empower deserving women by furthering their education, the
Stone Mountain Woman’s Club established a $750.00 scholar-
ship with the name, “Women of Empowerment Scholarship.”

Some of the scholarship recipients have been single mothers
who dropped out of school to care for their children. As the sole
provider for the family, some single mothers often could not
afford to finish college. Others have desired a graduate degree to
help them advance in a career. The scholarship is not limited to
single women, and any woman who demonstrates the need for
financial assistance to return to college is eligible. The scholar-
ship can be used to complete a degree in nursing, art, music,
library science, business or any other undergraduate degree or
return to graduate school for an advanced degree.

An application is required to be submitted before the dead-
line of October 31, and a panel of judges from the Education
Community Service Program of the Stone Mountain Woman’s
Club will review the applicants and choose the one they deem
to be most deserving.

To request an application or to receive additional infor-
mation, please contact Kathy Gallo, Chair of the Scholarship
Committee, at katherine.gallo@gpc.edu or (770) 496-0481.
Completed applications must be received by October 31 at the
address shown on the application.

Halloween...continued from page 1

7) October 15; HomeGrown presents the 4th Annual “Haints and Saints” Parade in Decatur, Ga.
Starting at 4:00 p.m. parade.com

8) October 31; Trick or Treat at the Georgia Aquarium. Children in costumes under 12 are free,
when accompanied by paying adults. Crafts and scary stories are part of the spook fest.

9) Now through November 1; Fright Fest at Six flags. See calendar for exact dates and times.
During the day, it’s fun for all ages with not-so-scary thrills. But when the sun goes down, the
ghouls come out and the terror begins. frightfest.sixflags.com

10) October 23-25, and 29-31; Oakland Halloween tours are back for a 10th year. Ticketholders
are invited to experience the cemetery after dark on guided walking tours, which bring a few
residents “to life” through re-enactments. Tickets range from $13.00 to $25.00 (plus tax and
fees), and are available in advance only at TicketAlternative.com. Always a sell-out event,
Capturing the Spirit of Oakland is designed to enlighten, not frighten, and is a seasonal favorite
for visitors from across the country. Historic Oakland Cemetery, founded in 1850, is the final
resting place of Margaret Mitchell, Bobby Jones and other prominent citizens. oaklandcem-

etery.com

On this mystical night, take flight into the world of your fantasies and be like one of the chil-
dren full of wonder and excitement. Open your heart and home to the children by giving them
nice treats, and maybe the friendly ghost will be your lucky charm!

Eldercare Systems, Inc.

CNAs
Companions
Homemakers
Personal Assistants

Bonded & Insured
-
BBB

When A Nursing Home Is Out Of The Question "

770-496-9986

Call for your FREE in-home consultation

Stop by for a visit at the 50&Better Center
2245 Dillard St.

We’ve been serving Smoke Rise families

Drivers
Caregivers
Sitters

or

Tucker, GA 30084

since 1988

Help at Home

community

Ladies in Stride, Inc. Enjoys

Successful Retreat

Thank you to everyone that helped to make the 3rd annual
L.L.S. Total Health & Wellness Retreat a success!

Ladies in Stride, Inc. held this year’s retreat June 11-14
on the lake in Las Vegas Nevada at the Hilton Lake Las Vegas
Resort & Spa.

Medical screenings were performed during the retreat
by L.I.S. medical team members, Dr. Donald Hanchett, I of
Smoke Rise Ga., Dr. Josh Mason of Las Vegas Nevada and Ms.
Shelley Williams, R.N. of Las Vegas. Medical screenings are a
very important part of each L.I.S. Retreat. During this retreat,
several ladies were made aware of medical issues that needed to
be addressed by their personal physicians. This is one way that
L.LS. is helping to keep women healthy one lady at a time.

The distinguished guest speakers during the retreat were
Dr. Donald Hanchett, Mrs. Jennifer Shydler CRPC, 1st V.P.
of Merrill Lynch, First Lady Aleana Curney, Ms. Petra Pierrot,
CPFT, Min. Celeste Sheppard and Psalmist LaVoria Reese.

Ms. Canesia Allen was presented by the Hanchett Family
with the 1st Annual BMI Award in loving memory of L.L.S.
medical team member, Mr. Donald Hanchett, II PCT, CNA.
The 2nd Annual Young Lady in Stride (Y.L.I.S.) High School
Scholarship/Award was presented to Ms. Shauna Wheeler
of Tucker Ga., a 2015 graduate of Tucker High School.
Congratulations to both recipients!

Ladies in Stride, Inc. would like to say “Thank You” to all
retreat sponsors! L.I.S. 2015 Premier Sponsor was the Tucker
Kroger Store. Other Sponsors were: U.S. Dept. of Health
& Human Services; Tucker Flower Shop; B & B Property
Management Solutions, Mr. and Mrs. Clay Jones, Mrs. Sheila
Humphrey, Min. LaVoria Reese, Attorney Avis Sanders, Mrs.
Catherine Salazar, Mr. Andrew Snorton, Mrs. Marilyn Harvey,
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Eiland, Geonice Unique Boutique and the
G. W. Jackson Family Park.

Stress reduction and relaxation is a necessity for all, and is
very important for total health and wellness. With that being
said, all retreat participants received a wonderful spa treatment
on Saturday night, before returning home on Sunday. Everyone
had plenty of free time to enjoy themselves and bond as sisters of
L.LS. during their stay in Las Vegas. Ladies attended the retreat
from five different states.

Ladies in Stride, Inc. is proud to announce that it now has
members in all four corners of the United States. September
2011, Ladies in Stride, Inc. began promoting the importance
of women taking better care of themselves, here in the Smoke
Rise Community, by getting together to walk and meet once
a month to discuss all areas of total health and by hosting fun
events for members and their families. L.I.S. members are now
taking better care of themselves and walking for their health all
over the U.S. and aboard. One L.I.S. member is now in Sierra
Leone West Africa!

L.L.S. will continue to promote healthy living, stress reduc-
tion/relaxation in the Smoke Rise Community and abroad.
Please join L.I.S. for a walk, jog, run, or to host medical screen-
ings and healthy cooking classes, Ladies Night Out, and family
gatherings. Join in on the fun journey of “Making Time for
Yourself,” because “Your Health Matters!” ladiesinstride.com.

Serving buyers and sellers
in the Novth Metro
“the best way home” Atlanta area since 1988
joycemray@bellsouth.net | |
770-491-9015
Affiliated with C
Chapman Hall Premier Realtors HALL
1772B Century Blvd. [kt T L k]

Atlanta, Georgia 30345
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Writer for the
Alerts & Watches Column

If interested, please email
smoke=signal@earthlink.net.

No monetary reward,
but you’ll have a great sense of satisfaction in
knowing that you are helping to keep your
community safe and informed.

Responsibilities include:

¢ Collecting local crime reports
* Reading emails from neighbors reporting crimes

* Writing about how to protect yourself from
different types of crime

e Compiling information into a monthly column

Your local Smoke Rise Attorney

— t > - Lura Law, LLC

~ Gerard J, Lupa, Attorney at Law
25 yrs Experience Federal and State Court

Personal Injury Civil Law Criminal Law Appeals Family Law

Wills Advanced Directives (Living Will)
lupalaw@bellsouth .net

www.lupalaw.com
770-558-6281

Notary Services available

Stop by for your FREE copy of the AVANCED MEDICAL DIRECTIVE

**In the plaza with Smoke Rise Bottle Shoppe **

Alerts & Watches

Remember these three important guidelines from our Tucker precinct:

* Call 911 when the crime or a suspicious person sighting is in progress and say that the incident
is “in progress.” CALL NOW - not later.

* Be very suspicious - call 911 for ALL suspicious behavior.

* NEVER open doors to strangers.

You are the eyes and the ears of the Police Department. Call them and let them handle the situ-
ation. Do not ever attempt to handle a situation yourself.

The following reports were received from the CrimeMapping.com website:

8/26/2015 - BURGLARY - FORCED ENTRY - 5200 block Greencastel Way
8/30/2015 - LARCENY - ARTICLES FROM VEHICLE - 2300 block Ivey Oaks Place
9/01/2015 - LARCENY - ARTICLES FROM VEHICLE - 2200 block Grain Meadow Lane, SW
9/01/2015 - BURGLARY - FORCED ENTRY - 5400 block Hugh Howell Rd.
9/04/2015 - CRIMINAL DAMAGE 2ND DEGREE* - 5700 block Lilburn Stone Mountain Rd. SW
*This means someone’s property is intentionally damaged by another person in an amount exceeding $500.00 This is a
[Jelony for which a convicted criminal can receive one to five years in prison.
9/08/2015 ~THEFT/LARCENY/PARTS FROM VEHICLE - 5700 block Lilburn Stone Mountain Rd. SW
9/10/2015 — VEHICLE BREAK-IN/THEFT/ARTICLES FROM VEHICLE - 5800 block Hugh Howell Rd.
9/16/2015 — LARCENY - 5000 block Forestglad Blvd.
9/17/2015 — BURGLARY - 2100 block Rosser Place
9/18/2014 — THEFT - 5900 block Heritage Lane

If you want to get detailed information about any of these reports, you can go to the Records
Room on the second floor at the Police Headquarters on West Exchange Place in Tucker for a
copy of the file. The charge is 25 cents per page. You will need the case number which is in the
CrimeMapping notice that most of you already get online.

The Internet link to subscribe to CrimeMapping is as follows:
http://www.crimemapping.com:80/subscriptions/subscribe.aspx

The following is the link to an iPhone app for the crime mapping service: http://www.crimemap-

ping.com:80/mobile/app.aspx

If you are a victim of a crime, please email details to smoke-signal@earthlink.net, so we can let the

neighborhood know what’s going on by publishing it in the Smoke Signal.

* Remember if you don’t inform the police, the police don’t know what’s happening in your neighborhood. *

WE OFFER:

» Seasonal Tune-ups

» 24-Hour Emergency Service
» System Replacements

* Indoor Air Quality Products

Mountain Creek
Water Aerobics
By Joan Loewenthal

Jackie and Jill,

Came down the big hill,

For the water aerobics classes,
They stepped in the pool,
Which was perfect, not cool,

And some wore their hats and sunglasses.

Neighbors from Mountain Lane,
Liked the gain without the pain,
Joyce, Kinga, Ruth, Linda, and Lynn,
Annette and Caran were seen,
Saturdays Mona and Jean,

And we all had great fun jumping in!

Mary H., Mary J., and Mary E.,

Elaine and Gretchen we did see,

It was good fun and good exercise,
Although guys were rare,

Tom, Steve, Brian, and Brad were there,
As we all enjoyed, brilliant blue skies!

We had guests, quite a few!

Kristy, Kay, Barb, and Addison, too.
They took part in our workout routine,
We breathed in the fresh air,

With Barbara, Gracie, Julie, and Clair,
As we tried to get healthy and lean!

As the summertime goes,

We work shoulders to toes,

Watching all of our muscles get strong,
Keep them moving all year,

So you'll be in high gear,

When twenty-sixteen comes along!

Epilogue, by Glenn Loewenthal

Water aerobics has been a blast.

But soon it will be a thing of the past.
As we come upon Labor Day,

whar will the neighbors say,

Where is Joan?

They will moan

She says go to your own thing,

And I will see you again in the Spring.

~8 ~

SRBRC Went Hog-wild in 2015

The pool season has come to
an end at the Smoke Rise Bath &
Racquet Club for this year, and
SRBRC has gone out with a big
party, hosting a loaded, two-day
Labor Day weekend event.

A great crowd enjoyed a week-
end of summer fun activities at the
pool. There was live music by multiple bands, open grills,
and kids and adults had fun in the pool. As daylight gave
way to night, guests gathered on chairs and blankets on
the lawn, for a movie on the giant “Screen on the Green.”

Many club members and friends stayed overnight
and joined others for a campout on club grounds, with
fire pit, smores, and more live music. Shortly before
midnight, a 75-pound pig was brought in and placed on
the smoking pit with fanfare, together with 60 pounds of
pork butts.

While the meat was smoking, the party continued
well into the morning. By the time the neighborhood
awoke, half the Smoke Rise zip code smelled of delicious
BBQ. And, as the club started to populate, the lunch buf-
fet opened for guests to enjoy a succulent, juicy, smoked
pig, some first-class pulled pork sandwiches - prepared by
our very own neighborhood BBQ champions, as well as
homemade three-bean salad and Jalapeno cornbread.

The day of festivities concluded with a phenomenal
concert by the band “HT and the Deep Tracks.”

While the gates of the SRBRC pool are now closed
for the year, the board still has a couple of great off-season
events planned. And of course, the tennis courts are still
busy while the ALTA fall season is in full swing. Make
sure you come out to support the women’s A-3 team for
their home matches on Sunday, October 4 and Sunday,
October 25.

If you are a 2015 member, or just visited as a guest,
you know SRBRC is quickly becoming one of the most
vibrant, neighborhood, summer family-fun destinations,
jam-packed with exciting events around music, food and
community. If you have not visited SRBRC this year,
get to know this club by looking at the Facebook page at
heeps:/[www.facebook.com/srbrccommunity.

When next summer rolls around, and you are look-
ing for a neighborhood club offering more than just a
pool and potluck evenings, you are ready to become a part
of the SRBRC community. There is no other swim and
tennis community like it. srbrc.org

%\g&ﬁ Flge
BATH & RACQUET CLUB
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HEALTH NOTES:

by Cheri Schneider, M.D.

Adult Immunizations
You Should Know About

October is the start of the “flu” season in the U.S. As many of you are
going to your physician or a walk-in clinic to get your annual influenza shot,
I thought I would remind you that there are several other immunizations
that you, as an adult, should keep up with as well.

Most of us had the “usual” immunizations during childhood to pre-
vent diseases like tetanus, diphtheria, whooping cough, measles, mumps,
rubella and polio. If you did not get them, it is never too late to catch up...
especially if you have to travel. Many countries still have active outbreaks
of measles, mumps, rubella and whooping cough. So far in 2015, there
have been 39 cases of wild virus polio worldwide. .. mainly in Pakistan and
Afghanistan. The Council of Foreign Relations has an interactive map of
vaccine preventable outbreaks, if you are interested in locating where the
outbreaks are occurring. It is very important to have completed these vac-
cination series. If you have not done so, go to your doctor and start the
“catch up” process now.

In addition to the vaccines many of us adults received during child-
hood, several newer shots, which were not available then, are available
now. They cover diseases like meningitis, chicken pox and hepatitis A and
B. All children should receive these shots. Certain at-risk adults may need
these shots as well. Check with your doctor.

So, what immunizations should you be keeping up with today?

1) Tetanus. It is important to continue to have a tetanus booster every 10
years. Tetanus is ubiquitous in the soil.... and there is no cure for this
horrible disease. Fortunately, if you get a cut or puncture wound that
may be contaminated by the soil, you have 72 hours to get to a clinic
for the booster shot.

2) Pertussis, or “whooping cough.” Unfortunately, there has been an
outbreak of whooping cough in the United States for a little more than
a decade, reaching a peak of 48,277 cases in 2012 (20 deaths). It is
mainly a killer of infants and children. Adults should now get the Tdap
(acellular pertussis vaccine combined with tetanus and diphtheria) as a
one time dose during adulthood. You can then follow up with a regular
Tetanus booster every 10 years. This will help protect all age groups!

3) Pneumococcal or pneumonia. There are two pneumonia shots: PCV13
and PPSV23. If you have not received either, starting at age 65, you
should have the PCV13 shot first, followed in 8 weeks by the PPSV23.
If you have already received the PPSV23 shot, wait a year to receive the
PCV13 shot.

4) Shingles. The Shingles shot is a one-time shot to prevent Herpes
Zoster, the same virus that causes Chicken Pox. It is recommended in
all adults aged 60 and above. Shingles is a painful, blistering rash that
follows a nerve root distribution... usually on your back or abdomen.
It can also affect your face. The shot not only protects you from the
disease but from post shingles pain syndrome. The protection from the
vaccine lasts about five years. Currently, there is no recommendation
for a booster.

5) Influenza. The flu shot is usually available in the US between mid-
September and mid-March. Formulated yearly and based on the
influenza viral strains present in the overseas outbreaks during their
winter months, the shot takes two weeks to be fully effective. Because
the vaccine is not 100% effective and relies on a “best guess” scenario
during formulation, some mild cases of flu can occur even if you have
been vaccinated.

In addition to these five vaccines: Influenza, Shingles, Pneumoccal
Pneumonia shot, Whooping cough and Tetanus, certain subsets of people
may need other vaccines. If you are immunocompromised, have Sickle
Cell Disease, or in a high-risk exposure group, check with your doctor
about what shots you need.

My final word to you: Catch up if you are behind. Stay current if you
are fully vaccinated. Have a discussion with your doctor about adult vac-
cinations, if you have questions. Be informed by websites that are based on
quality scientific studies such as www.cdc.gov or webmd.com!

%),
techm Time to Think Heat

by Susan Gilbert

As the temperatures cool, I am reminded it won’t be long until we are turning
on the heat to warm our homes. This is a good time to care for the technology that
keeps our homes comfortable through the winter. These tips will help keep your
home’s systems in good shape while saving you some money:

1. Change your HVAC system filters. They clean the air passing through them by
collecting dust in their fibers. As dust collects, it is harder for air to pass through

the filters. That makes it harder for the system to deliver heat to your home.

So it’s a good idea to
change them with the
changing season as a
reminder.

2. To see where your ener-
gy dollars are going,
you can run a complete
energy analysis of your
home on the Georgia
Power Website. If you

are a customer, login

with  your account

number and select “Bill

Analyzer” on the left menu bar, and the analysis will use your actual bills. If you
are not a customer, select “Save Money & Energy” on the “My Home” tab then
select “Energy Check-up.” Both are surprisingly accurate, informative, and cover
electric and gas costs and savings.

3. If you run this analysis for your home and have natural gas, you can see in the
results how your fees change from month to month. Be aware that there are two
components to your gas bills, a base charge from AGL, which agreed to be pur-
chased by Southern Company, and a commodity charge to the gas retailer you
have chosen for the therms of gas you use. The base charges are higher in the
winter, when you are using more natural gas.

4. Choose your gas retailer and service plan carefully. If you use natural gas for heat-
ing and want to lock-in a gas rate for budget-predictably and possibly savings,
October is the best month to do that. As you evaluate companies, look at the
companies and the fine print in the offers.

a. Some companies that retail gas here in Georgia are in-state companies, some
are out-of-state, some are investor-owned and work to return their shareholder
investment, and others are not-for-profit cooperatives.

b. Some gas retailers show a low per-therm price to gain attention then obscure
other fees in charges like a monthly service charge. You can see the price charts
on the Public Service Commission Website that show Apples-to-Apples price per
therm. And here is a chart that is helpful to see how some of the most popular
retailers faired in providing low cost to consumers over the past few years. Also be
aware, some marketers give low prices to attract new customers, causing custom-
ers to want to shop around each year. At least one I know of has Loyalty Pricing

where long-term customers get the best pricing.

Estimated Annual by End Use Estimated Monthly Fuel Cost
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Your Vote Matters!
By Pat Soltys

The Tucker 2015 ref-
erendum vote will be on
the general election ballot
November 3. This vote is a
yes or no vote for the City
of Tucker. The boundaries
are drawn and include all of
Smoke Rise.

There are three govern-
ing districts in the City of
Tucker charter. Smoke Rise will be District 1 and is the
largest both in area and population. Elections for six
council people — two from each of the three districts and
a mayor will be elected in March 2016 in a non-partisan
election. Each district will have a little more than 11,000
people.

Unitil the vote for the City of Tucker passes, there
is no slate of candidates or even the opportunity to “put
your hat in the ring.” All cityhood actions and candidacy
are dependent on the referendum for cityhood passing.

A successful referendum will initiate all cityhood
activities. Candidates will be sought shortly after the first
of the year with elections on March 1, 2016. The first
office holders will be elected to staggered terms and there
are term limits in place for all offices. Once elected, the
office holders can start work for the city and meet when
there is a quorum. The mayor will earn $20,000 annually
and the council people will each earn $14,000.

The official date cityhood would take effect is July
1, 2016. At that point, Tucker will be responsible for
providing Planning and Zoning, Code Enforcement and
Parks and Recreation services. Any additional services to
be added will be guided by citizen input in accordance
with the state mandates. The cost and delivery of these
services are currently through DeKalb County and paid
for through DeKalb County taxes. Those payments to
the county will cease and be fully through the city, so
it is not an added tax. DeKalb County will continue to
provide all other services. Tucker would grow into other
services as demand and feasibility dictate.

There is not a tax increase expected with cityhood.
Homeowners should enjoy localized government at no
additional cost. Schools, police, fire, sanitation and water
services will not change. Zip codes also do not change.

To be eligible to vote, you must be a registered voter
by October 5, 2015. If you wish, you may take advantage
of the convenience of early voting beginning October 12,
2015. Your vote is your voice. Please make sure that your
voice is heard.

For more information, and to see a map of the pro-
posed city boundaries, go online to: tucker2015.com.

Stone Mountain Animal Hospital

SMALL ANIMAL MEDICINE & SURGERY
DENTISTRY ® BOARDING ® BATHING

6053 Memorial Dr.
Dr. Jeff Brown Stone Mountain, GA 30083
Dr. Nicole Aponte Phone: 770/469-6111

COMPLETE

( S SPINE

SOLUTIONS

PAIN RELIEF REHAB WELLNESS
Mention This

“GIFT OF GOOD HEALTH”

and Receive a Comprehensive

CONSULTATION & EXAM
AT A 50% DISCOUNT

Call Today to Schedule Your Appointment

(770) 938-4606

Complete Spine Solutions is Located at 2347 Brockett Rd, Tucker, GA 30084

NEWS YOU CAN USE

By AvivA Hoffmann
Get Ready for Election 2015

Hopefully, each of you reading this column, who are United
States citizens aged 18 and older, are already registered to vote in
the upcoming 2015 General/Special Election (you must register
at least 30 days before an election to vote in that election). Once you are registered, it is perma-
nent. However, it is necessary that you update your registration if you change your residence or
your name. So, all of you registered voters, make sure to exercise your American right to vote on
Tuesday November 3, 2015 — or participate in one of the early voting dates.

Voting is extremely important because, no matter who you are or where you live, elections
will in some way affect you and the things you believe in. Things like...your job, your neigh-
borhood, your stores, your taxes, your child’s education, and your future. History has recorded
numerous struggles of many who’ve fought to participate in this basic building block of democ-
racy. So, make sure your vote counts!

Voter Checklist:

What You Need to Know
*  Special Countywide election to change method of Ethics Board appointments
*  General Municipal Elections for election of city officials
* Incorporation referendums for LaVista Hills and Tucker (Tucker 2015)
*  Special election to fill vacancy in Senate District 43
e All DeKalb polling places will be open
*  No need to re-register:
As long as you remain an active voter
As long as you do not change residences
*  No party voting for municipal/special elections and no party registration in Georgia
*  Registration Deadline — October 5, 2015
Last day to register and be eligible to vote
Last day to change name or address if already registered
Mailed applications must be postmarked
On-line registration must be submitted

What You Need to Do

*  Determine your voting status, districts and polling place
On Line — http://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/MVP/mvp.do or “Ga Votes” App
Email — Voterreg@dekalbcountyga.gov
Telephone — (404) 298-4020

*  Register or update your information, if needed
On-line submission, if you have a Georgia driver’s license or ID
In person at Voter Registration office or other locations
By mail — get form at www.dekalbvotes.com or http://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/MVP/mvp.do

*  Decide how you will vote:
By mail
* Applications can be submitted six months in advance
* Ballots mailed starting October 12th
*  Ballot must be mailed to your residence or out of county address
* Ballot must be returned by 7:00 p.m. on Election Day
*  Delivery by voter or relative, if voter is disabled

Early in-person voting

* 4380 Memorial Drive, Decatur, GA 30032 location only for early voting in this election
* Early Voting starts October 12, 2015

* Early Voting hours — 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

*  Monday through Friday only (no weekend voting)

*  Last day for Early Voting — Friday, October 30, 2015

Election day voting
*  Must go to polling place - not early voting site
*  Voting hours - 7:00 a.m. — 7:00 p.m.

A special runoff for the general election — if needed — will be held December 1, 2015.

With an incredible amount of information all in one place, DeKalb County’s “Voter
Registration & Elections” Website, DeKalbVotes.com, is also a great resource for us in DeKalb
County - both before the election and after. This site is the only place you can get election infor-
mation about your local representatives (such as DeKalb County’s Board of Commissioners and
our Board of Education Representatives).

DeKalbVotes.com also includes notices of precinct changes, an election calendar, answers
to Frequently Asked Questions, and sample ballots for an upcoming election. Additionally, it
posts an “Election Summary Report” on the votes (which provides a recap of the races) and a
“Statement of Vote” docu-
ment (which provides pre-
’7 y  cinct reports and more details

about the percentage of voter
qhe Cugtov[!t gha‘r“e Qhop turnout in relation to the

Great Selection of Classic and Unique Mouldings, number of registered voters,

Friendly Service, Excellent Quality and Craftsmanship etc.).
So, all of you Americans

out there, make sure to exer-
cise your right to vote!

“New Location” ® 4195 Fellowship Rd, Tucker

Formerly on Main Street » Convenient parking

770-491-3305
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garden clubs

Morning Glories Garden Club

On September 15, the Smoke Rise Morning Glories had
a very unusual program. The group was instructed to wear old
clothing, bring rubber gloves and an apron and expect some-
thing fun to happen.

These instructions
peaked the curiosity of
the membership, and
a large group gathered
in eager anticipation.
The speaker was Master
Gardener and President
of the Magnolia Garden Hostesses Carolyn Woodson, Betty Curlee,
Club, Vicki Jones who Jjudy Abrams and Ruth Ann Hill with
is a long-time friend of workshop presenter Vicki Jones
member, Joyce Ray.

Vicki led a workshop to create small garden vessels designed
in the shape of participants’ own hands. The process was fun
and was as unique as each human hand.

Prior to the workshop, the club held a business meet-
ing and announced plans for the fall season. Yearbooks were
distributed, and Glenndolyn Hallman took a well-deserved
bow for her hard work in crafting the new books. The 2015
Yellow Daisy Flower Show was reviewed, and members were
recognized for their participation in volunteering and for prize
winning show entries: Gloria Cooke, Judi Crutchfield, Betty
Curlee, Quill Duncan, Julianne Goeke, Glenndolyn Hallman,
Ruth Ann Hill, Janet McGinnis, Susan Morrison, Cookie
Roland, Carolyn Woodson, Joy Zaidan, Diane Christian,
Barbara Crank and Tally Sweat.

The club collected new underwear, socks and other cloth-
ing for the “Drop Your Drawers” Fig Leaf Project, sponsored
by The Garden Clubs of Georgia, Inc., for the patients of
Georgia Regional Hospital.

HEATING
CLIMATE VENTILATION
TECHNICIANS AIR CONDITIONING
INCORPORATED GA. REG. #300339

STEPHEN A. RENNER

* PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE PROGRAMS TO PRESERVE
AND EXTEND EQUIPMENT LIFE AND EFFICIENCY

* EMERGENCY REPAIR SERVICE

* 33 YEARS OF FIELD EXPERIENCE

LICENSED/INSURED 770-934-0510

Mountain Mums September Meeting
By Carol Wales

Mountain Mums members met September 9 at the
home of Lisa Armistead where they welcomed their newest
member, Debbie Jones, and enjoyed guest speaker Marty
Hillman’s presentation on floral design. Using store bought
flowers, chicken wire, floral foam, tape, straight wire and
scissors, Marty crafted three beautiful arrangements in con-
tainers she purchased from Home Goods. Some of Marty’s
helpful advice:

* If using flowers from your garden, cut them using sharp
pruners, early in the morning or later in the evening when
the temperature is cooler. If buying store bought flowers,
get them on a Thursday when they are typically the freshest.

* Immediately place the flowers in a bucket of lukewarm water.

* Prior to using, soak the floral foam in a bucket or sink, using

something to weigh it down. Leave it to soak for 15 minutes

after the last bubble appears.

Place your container on a Lazy Susan, so you can turn the

arrangement easily while designing. It is helpful to work off

a high table or counter to save your back. Tape chicken wire

over your floral foam. This makes it easier to hold the stems

of the flowers in place.

Start by arranging the greenery. If you are placing flowers

directly into a glass container, place a large canna leaf around the inside to hide the stems and

give color to the base of the arrangement.

Think outside the box. Marty used artichokes and Elacagnus (Russian Olive) branches in her

arrangements, and the results were stunning!

* Search the “Dutch Old Masters floral paintings” online for inspiration and then to quote Marty,
“You don’t have to be a pro to make arrangements that make you happy. Let your inner florist
bloom.” Marty can be reached at marhill411@gmail.com.

Mountain Mums members continue to be busy, with many of them present at the Tucker
Farmers Market on Thursday evenings where they have been selling their handmade ceramic gar-
den art, birdhouses and Hypertufas. Plans for the fall include sprucing up the Memorial Triangle,
presenting a horticultural workshop at Brookdale Senior Living, and a meeting on October 14
at 9:45 a.m. at the home of Jody Currie. The guest speaker will be Dawn Hines, with a program
entitled, “Using Native Plants in the Landscape.” If you would like to join the Mums, please
contact Carol Wales at cawale@hotmail.com for more information.

Speaker Marty Hillman, Jody Currie,
Carol Wales, Becky Dennison

*

Members sell hypertufa and gar-
den art at the Tucker Main Street
Farmers Market.

*

Learn about Flowers for the Winter Garden
at Mountain Shadow Garden Club October 12

One of the great benefits of gardening in the Atlanta area is that we can plan for year-round
color and interest...even when folks in other parts of the country are shoveling snow. At the meet-

ing of the Mountain Shadow Garden Club (MSGC) on Monday evening, October 12, popular

Belco Electric

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
SINCE 1972

Fast, Dependable 24-hr. Service by
Professional, Uniformed Electricians

770-455-4556

Check out our website: Belcol nc.com
and follow us on |ﬂ| iﬁ [@,

local garden expert, Sara Henderson, will present a program titled
“Flowers for the Winter Garden.” She is currently Director of Gardens
at Historic Oakland Cemetery in Atlanta and has been a frequent
lecturer at the Atlanta Botanical Garden, Southeastern Flower Show,
Spruill Center for the Arts, and numerous other venues.

As past President of the Georgia Perennial Plant Association and
past President of the American Hydrangea Association, Sara also has
extensive practical experience. Her personal garden has been featured
on the “Georgia Gardener” program for PBS and on HGTV’s “A
Gardener’s Diary” and has been a tour stop for the Georgia Perennial
Plant Association and other groups.

“Winter is an often overlooked season in our gardens, but it can be
one of the most enjoyable,” Sara notes. “Atlanta is blessed with many beautiful winter days, and
it is a special joy to come upon these early bloomers, sometimes even covered in snow! This pre-
sentation will cover the many flowers that can add beauty and fragrance to our gardens during
the winter season.”

MSGC is open to men and women of all ages who enjoy learning about a diverse range of
topics related to home landscapes, plants, and gardens. The meeting and program begin promptly
at 7:30 p.m. in Founders Hall, Eastminster Presbyterian Church, 5801 Hugh Howell Road,
Stone Mountain. Free. For more information or directions, contact club president, Jeff Raines, at

(404) 641-8633.

Sara Henderson

News from the Smoke Rise Garden Club

The September meeting of the Smoke Rise Garden Club was held in the home of Peggy
Clegg. Paula Adeoba was co-hostess. Ralph Smith, docent of Trees Atlanta spoke about the
opening and history of East side of the Beltway. His enthusiasm and knowledge is inspiring, and
anyone who would be interested in more information about the Beltway and tours of the trail can
contact treesatlanta.org.

The Yellow Daisy Flower Show was held at Memorial Hall, Stone Mountain, September
11-13, at Stone Mountain Park. Three members of Smoke Rise Garden Club were on the Flower
Show Committee; Denise Finley, Ann Weisz and Edith Morton. Club members were awarded
many Blue Ribbons for the horticulture specimens entered in the show. A “TOP AWARD” in
Horticulture was given to Edith Morton for her “Crowder Pea Specimens.”

Club members who attended the Yellow Daisy Flower Show said it was one of the best, in
large part due to Ann Weisz who helped to organize the youth division of the show. At least 50
students participated and won quite a few ribbons and were delighted to be part of the program.

The club extends a big thank you to the ladies for their hard work helping to putting together
such a successful show.

Those interested in joining the Smoke Rise Garden Club may contact Jane Culbertson at

(770) 938-30060.
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All classified ads are limited to 20 words, with the Smoke Signal reserving the right to edit any copy. Ads
are $15.00 per month, ($75.00 per six months if prepaid). Please submit copy in writing with a check for the
months the ad is to run. Deadline is the 10th of each month. ADS NEED TO BE PREPAID. Checks should
be made out to Smoke Signal and mailed to 1868 East Gate Drive, Smoke Rise, GA 30087-1911. When
submitting classified ads, please include your full name, address, and phone number. Thisinformation is for
our records only! For classified ads, contact Barb Hess at (404) 229-0742 or barbhess48@gmail.com.

For information on display (box) advertisements or flyer inserts, see contact information on page 2.

Classified Ads

CERTIFIED RADON TESTING
The surgeon general & E.P.A. urge
all homes be tested. Schedule your
48 hour test today! 678-869-5515
M:r. Fix-it Ron
Painting, Carpentry, Minor
Drywall, Pressure Washing,
Deck Staining, Any small jobs
Free estimates.

Call anytime 404-844-1439

For Sale: Woodburning Stove
Resolute Vermont Casting, excellent
condition with stove vacuum other
accessories $500.00 less $200.00 for
your removal 770-491-0688

BERRETTA PAINTING - #1
in Smoke Rise customer satisfac-
tion. Int/ext. painting, pressure
washing, and repairs. Licensed/

insured. Warranty. 770-923-0537.

SMOKE RISE LANDSCAPES

Licensed/Insured. Design. Installation.

Year-Round Maintenance. Weed

Control/Fertilization.Drainage.

Hardscaping. Irrigation Systems.

Pinestraw. 404-556-2634

HANDYMAN INC. has over

225 clients in the SR community.

Providing all your “homework”

needs. Logan Carlisle, owner and

Handyman@ 770-235-3684.

CCS TREES - Rope climb pruning,

spike climb removals, debris haul-

ing. Insured. SR references provided.

770-979-6116 office. TJ’s cell 770-

617-7565.

Experienced, Affordable, Licensed.
Metro Fireman: Quality Pressure
Washing and Gutter Cleaning. A

job done right by someone you can

trust. Call Phillip Carlisle
404-328-6595.

COMPUTER AND NETWORK

SALES AND SERVICES -

Trusted company working with local

community since 1995. References

available. Call 770-979-1800 or visit

www.thepclink.com.

COMPUTER PROBLEMS??2?
On-Site Computer Repair
Make Windows 8 like Windows 7!
10% Discount
when you mention this AD!
404-642-3626
UPHOLSTERY AND TRIM
Recover replace and repair uphol-
stery for auto, truck, motorcycle,
boat, home, commercial and more.
Call 770-465-0996 or visit www.

freestyleupholstery.com.
WINDOW CLEANING —
Year-round detailed window
cleaning by owner. Fully licensed,
owner operated company.
Call Paul at 678-516-7939 or visit
AbsoluteWindowCleaning.net.
For Sale -- 2013 Spitfire EX 1420
4-wheel compact scooter $600.00
Paid $1050.00. Call (239) 218-
7510
Sharon’s Housekeeping, cleaning
for over 20 yrs. Detail cleaning at
it’s best. Reasonable rates. Referrals
by request. Sharon Peeples 770-
841-2149

PIANO TUNING AND REPAIRS
— Over 40 years of professional expe-
rience, contact Smoke Rise resident
Steve Duncan at 770-414-4766 or
1swd@att.net

DOG BOARDING: Loving dog
care. Small, selective, safe, fun. Your
dog will be glad you went on vaca-
tion! Call 770-674-0680 or visit
www.theshepherdsglen.com.
LOCKSMITH SERVICES —
Deadbolts installed, re-key, repair,
reinforced strike plates & motion
lights installed, door threshold &
weatherstrip replacement. SR res/SR
ref, Rick 770-617-0466.

FOR SALE: Ludwig junior drum
set: $175; Antique rose back chairs:
$125; Corner chair: $200. Call 770-
939-0630

Need a professional pet sitter? Call
Critter Sittin’ Sisters at 404-409-
3765. We make your pets smile!
WAGNON LANDSCAPE GROUP
Residential, commercial, design
and installation. Year-round main-
tenance, light tree work and clean-
ups. Licensed/insured SR resident
with SR references. 770-381-3697.
GREENER PASTURES
LAWN MAINTENANCE
General lawn care, fertiliza-
tion, pinestraw coverage, etc.
Established 1985, licensed and
insured. Call 404-697-7426.
Piano lessons with Ms. Jenny -
beginners/advanced. Classical tech-
nique/reading. 35 years in Smoke
Rise. References available. vhallmu-
sic@bellsouth.net.

N.K. CONSTRUCTION
Stucco, brick, tile, driveways, room
additions, decks, walls/fences,
painting. 30 yrs. exp.

Nick 678-791-9546 (cell)
770-934-4148 (home)

FOR SALE: Ludwig junior drum
set: $175; Antique rose back
chairs: $125; Corner chair: $200.

Call 770-939-0630
HOUSEKEEPING
SERVICES AVAILABLE If
you want your house cleaned to
perfection, I am the one to call!
Experience. References. Halida:
404-610-9056
DAVE’S LANDSCAPING
Lawn maintenance, Landscaping
& Weed control service. Licensed
& Insured. For an estimate email
daveslandscaping@comcast.net, or
text 404-822-6319
PETS, PAPERS & POSIES: I'll
care for them while you're away.
Smoke Rise resident 30+ years.
Karen Bouchard, 404-472-7348
petspapersandposies@gmail.com.
I'M YOUR HANDYMAN
Since 1981
Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Ceiling Fans, deck repairs, light
tree work, dependable

John & Alicia 404-830-2300
AAA TREE EXPERTS.org — ISA
Certified Arborist, Tree Removal,
Pruning, Storm Damage. Workers
Comp. & Liability Ins. 15 yrs.
experience. Erik Miller 678-488-
6942 cell
FOR SALE: Ethan Allen cof-
fee table: $200; Antique love
seat: $150; Antique table: $300;
Vintage Teak DR table, chairs &
buffet. 770-939-0630
AFFORDABLE LAWN CARE
Mowing, edging, pruning, trim-
ming, etc. Reasonable, depend-
able, insured. Call Mark at 770-
235-1231.
Housekeeper - “Reliable, expe-
rienced housekeeper for several
years in Smoke Rise area. Hours
are flexible. References available.

Contact Sabina @ 770-634-0463.

The purpose of the Smoke Signal classifieds is to advertise goods and services to the community.
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HODGE PODGE

By Jenny Hall-Busch

You are probably wondering what disaster I have made for this
month’s column. After last month’s chocolate goo, I thought I might
Just give up cooking altogether, but Yellow Daisy came along, and 1
Jfound myself back to baking up a storm. In year’s past, I made a cake
that some people really loved, and, because it was banana and peanut
butter, I named it “Fat Elvis” cake. It was a breeze, because there was
a great banana cake mix on the market thar I could just embellish
and create this marvel. Two years ago the mix disappeared and I felt
doomed to never again make this particular cake — that is until I tried
a semi homemade banana cake recipe and finally got back into business
with this calorie bomb of a cake. I made an experimental one thar was
great, so I felt confident. Beware of overconfidence!

Somehow I managed to just zip through the first cake; threw it in the
[reezer and began the second. What could go wrong? Well, first I didn’t
quite let the cake cool. And then I used too much filling. While icing
it, I realized that the top two layers were sliding away from the bottom
layer, I panicked and threw it in the freezer in hopes that it would firm
up. Well, it continued to slide and managed to slide over on top of a
pound of frozen bacon. So I had peanut buster icing firming up on the
bacon package and a lopsided cake. Thinking fast, I wrapped the whole
shebang in plastic wrap and just molded it together like a cheese ball
and threw it back in the freezer. It looked like a patent leather version
of Donald Trump'’s hair. Thar was some ugly cake.

But when it got cool, even though it had handprints and smudges
and gouges in it, it was lovely. If I hadn’t been so impatient it would
have been fine for the bake sale. The slices were gorgeous...so I'm shar-
ing the recipe. Please don’t be afraid. It will work. Just make sure the
layers are very cool before you start putting it together. It's a wonder-
ful flavor combination for fall and the entire cake, icing and all, will
[reeze beautifully.

Infamous Fat Elvis Cake
Make the cake in three layers using 8 inch round pans. Grease and
line with waxed paper. Lightly grease again. Preheat oven to 350°.

1 box of yellow cake mix — one that uses oil
1 cup of mushed banana (about 2 medium)
V2 cup brown sugar, lightly packed

1 cup water less two tablespoons

2 tablespoons créme de banana liqueur

Y5 cup vegetable oil, like Wesson

3 large eggs

Cake mix sizes are all over the place. Normally, the ones I use are
15.25 ounces. Ok...combine the bananas with brown sugar. Add
water, liqueur, oil and eggs. Blend a bit, and then add the dry cake
mix. Use a hand mixer to blend together, and then continue to
beat for two minutes until well mixed. Divide equally among the
three pans, and bake about 22 minutes at 350°. Cool one minute
in pan, and invert on wire racks to get cool. Peel off waxed paper
while cakes are still warm.

Ok...you’ll need to have these ingredients handy so that you can
fill and ice the cake:

2/3 cup chocolate frosting (canned is fine)
1 ¥ medium bananas for slicing

1 cup peanut butter

1 stick room temperature butter
2 Y5 cups powdered sugar

1 teaspoon vanilla

3 tablespoons heavy cream

When cake layers are cool,
place one on cake plate. Gently
spread about 1/3 cup choco-
late frosting on this layer...thin
layer...and leave the outer %2 inch edges of the cake plain so the
chocolate doesn’t ooze out when you frost it. On top of this thin

layer of frosting, place thin slices of banana, not overlapping. No
need to fill all the gaps, but make the slices pretty thin or they will
weep. Place second layer on top and repeat with chocolate frosting
and another layer of thin banana slices. Place third layer on top and
just stare at it. It should be plain. Take your impeccably clean hand
and gently press layers to make sure they are going to stay there and
not migrate. Glare at it to show it who’s boss and make frosting.
You can put cake in the fridge, if you want to and it will firm it up,
making frosting it easier. Or not.

Mix peanut butter and butter with mixer until blended. Add
vanilla, powdered sugar and half the cream. Beat it and add
remaining cream until it’s fluffy and gorgeous. Add more cream if
you need it. Frost sides and top of cake thickly with peanut butter
frosting and garnish this monument to yumminess with slices of
dried banana and peanuts — or chocolate curls. You can freeze it
right now, iced and all. Let it sit in the fridge a bic, so it gets settled
down. I need to settle down, huh? Time for cake!



