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It has been reported that there are links between domestic violence and animal abuse. American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) [1,2,3] has published multiple documents to help veterinarians, considered one of first responders, who recognizes animal cruelty in their professions to navigate in this complex and difficult situation. 

Jegatheesan and etc4 stated that violence towards animals and violence towards people were often interconnected problems. Violence towards animals was a strong predictor that the abuser may inflict violence on people. Professionals treating an animal or a human patient/client who had been subjected to abuse were uniquely situated to act in the role of ‘first responders’ when they suspected or recognized animal abuse, human abuse, or family violence, and it was important to have the transdisciplinary collaboration in the recognition, prevention, and protection of animal and human victims trapped in family violence4. 

Companion animals could become victims during family violence, or used as pawns by the perpetrators to instill and enforced fear and control over their partner and children4. Few family violence shelters accepted companion animals, even though it was now well recognized this was why victims with animals delayed fleeing and thus remained in jeopardy4. 
Mota-Rojas and etc5 stated that animal abuse is widely recognized as both a risk factor for and a potential consequence of interpersonal violence. In children, especially, factors such as dysfunctional families, antisocial personality, physical, psychological, or intimate abuse, and frequent exposure to domestic aggression or animal abuse have been confirmed as factors that can predispose young people to perform acts of animal cruelty5. 

The materials provided by AVMA can be found in the following: how to respond to suspected animal cruelty and maltreatment1 at Responding to suspected animal cruelty and maltreatment | American Veterinary Medical Association; animal abuse reporting requirements by state2 (https://www.avma.org/sites/default/files/2021-10/Reporting-requirements_for-animal-abuse.pdf); the veterinarian’s framework for identification and response to suspected or known animal maltreatment3. A list of references is provided for additional reading to detect animal abuse and domestic violence, to bring awareness, and to broaden protection. [6,7,8,9]
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