Murder in Manhattan

Young Ivy League Grad Arrested After Health Care CEO Shooting
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Cancer led Princess Kate

[8/S-01176 YD 0931 NVS to reevaluate her priorities.
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FIND HANNAH
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Shortly after co n on Nov. 12.1Jannoh Kohayashi

\valked throul(h California's Snn Ysidro border
crossingintoTijuana.lvlie:xicnAgmybackp: 1ckwn.s
slung over her shoulder as she strolled Ly herself,
pulling awheeled pink suit.case behind her. The
30-year-old Mnui 1dcnl  apred  to be like any
ofl1tir tourist loolang fo an adventure-but Hnn-
8 | nah'slovedones fcar her retthityls nluc.hdar r.Her
' — family reported hermis;  one day cn.rher and
FING TODECLARE spent three weeks scarchin fur her before learn-
o | in on Dec. 2ofherhon:Jer mussiig rm taying to
T r iy 3 makc sense ofitbut still cannot." says I-lannnh's 1
| aunt Lane Pidge,on. *!{nowin l:Iannah crossed ...
the border does not provide the answers I need,
- _ _ | A = | ELR nor docs it ease the heartbreak 1 feel
) " ' 4 A | Ly e s 1.0 : — —— e rfannah-descnbed by those \vho knc,\vlterns o
1 \: \ T ' | - = . & = = — ' _ rrec spirit -hasbecome the focus of i hendline-
REAL-LIFE - T ElB ' ) ; making viral mystery that bc an after she missed

NOT)

4 - GONE GIRL =4 A A 1 o A = her connecting Oight 1nLos Angeles on Nov. 8
(B Hannah (left,in  EESEESE "ol . - P L b =g e o \Yhile traveling from 1nul to New York City.
ji AR L 2022) vanished £ e B | S | LTS . P e , o ; :

- - £ after crossing the -y I ver four days (sec timcline) she wandered the

borderonNov. 12. S , B preer? 1R i streets of Los Angeles nnd sent friends and family

:::;::’htf ;';3;3 menlbers cryptic, troubling text messages ("' Deep
P Hnckers \vipe<lmy identity, stole 0.1bf my funds.

says her aunt

Larie Pidgeon.
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MYSTERIOUS CASER
Pl O/ HANNAH M ¥
B KOBAYASHI :

DID SHLBFALIXMNIJ 0 DISAPPE

A MONTH AFTER THE 30-YEAR-OLD HAWAII WOMA!
BEING TRAFFICKED—OR WORSE—~IN MEXICO. POLICE

dhr

T . (L

MISSED A FLIGHT AND VANISHED, HER FAMILY IS CONVINCED SHE'S
INSIST SHE SIMPLY DOESN'T WANT TO BE FOUND iy JOHNNY DODD
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scribed her planned trip to H.Y.C. on

& have had Ine on a mind f-- since Fridnyft she
wrote to one friend). Then she ditched her cell
phone and cut offall contncl

Amid the family's search efforts. her falher,
Ryan Kobayashi, died by suicide (see sidebar).

_ nlongwith Hrumnl1's mom, Brandi Yee, :uld

slster Sydni Kobayashi, told the media that they
feared tlle aspiringphotogr:Jpher had fallen prey
lo human trafflcke.rs. But nfter hundreds ofhours
of investigative work by LAPD detectives-which
included locating survctllance video footage of
her border crossing-police say that she willing-
ly chose to disappear. "To date, the investigation
has not uncovered any evidence that Kobayashi is
being trafficked or is tilevictim offoul play,” LAPD
chief]im McDonnell said during a Dec. 2 press
conference. "She hns aright to her privncy, and we
respect her choices, but we also understand the
concern her loved ones feel for her:"

Only Hannah knows whyrshe chose not to board
herconnectingflighttoNY.C.aftera45-nunutelav-
over on Nov. 8. She was tr.rveling-to visit relatives
and photograph :iconcert-with an ex-boyfriend,
who made his connection, using nonrefundable
tickets the t\vohnd purcliased before their breakup
in August "She was so excited fur the trip,e recalls
Pidgeon. For the next four deys-in between , isils
to the Grove, an outdoor LA mall-she texte<l her
aunt updates detailing her efforts to rebook her
flight, witlle nlso making cryptic references to an
"intense spiritual awnkening" she'd experienced,
alongwith "Matrix underworlds-" she clniJned to
bedealingwitl1. None ofit made sense to those who
knewher.Herwoniedfumilyfinallyfiledamissing-

HER ISLAND HOME
Friends inMaui said Hannilh de-

Nov. 8 it7 a "bucket list™ vacation.
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FOLLOWING HER TRAIL

\VANOtRIHG IN L.A.

Hnnnah was seen outsldc thc Nike
ror1! attho Grove on Nov. 10, two days
after missing her connecting flight.

person report on theevenil1gofNov. 11. Butbytl1en,
unbeknownst to them, she had returned to LAX to
retrieve her suitcase, inexplicably stopped using
her cell phone and nladeher ,vay to LA's Union
Station ,vith a horneless nlanshe'd befriended.
There she purchased abus ticket to the border.
The story ofherdisappearance quickly C."\.'Ploded

on social media, v.ith theFacebookgroup“Help Us
Find Hannah" attracting 25,000111embers.As tlle
"'eeks passed, that story slo,vly became more con-
voluted. Los Angeles nlagazine published a report
withunnamedsourcesthatsuggestedHannah,,;as
previouslyinvolvedinagreen-cardmarriagescam
withamanfromArgentina. (1'hefanillyhavesince

SPOTTED BACK AT LAX

Airportto retrieveher suitcase.
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A securitycamera showed Hannahon Nov. 11
when she returned to Los Ange-lesInternational
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DESPERATE
SEARCH

Volunteers put
up fliersnLA. on
Nov. 21 before police
discovered she
went to Mexico. Her
family"isinshock
and so concerned, "
says their lawyer.

snid lhey have "not confirmed ... the accu-
racy” of the claim.) Donors to aGoFund-
Me page began questionjng where their
money ,vas going if }JJan nnh wasn't in
danger. And the w\PD's investigation
see e? lo confiml that perhup Han-
na} s disappearance ,vasn' Lquite so mys-
tenous after all. "\Veheard from friends
lI1at Utls has happened before,, says Lt.
Douglns Oldfield of the LAPD's Missing
Persons Unit. "And she did ,vrite a text
that she \\rilsn'tcoming back [to Maui]
and that someone yvould have to Lake
care ofher stuft" Police tracked do\vnthe
homeless man, ,vho said sl1edidn't: seenl
scared duritlgher final night inw\. Han-
nall"had nlultiple opportunities to notify
individuals ifshe hadbeen under duress,”
says LAPD deputy chief Alan Hanillton.
While Lhnnkful for the LAPD's help,
the fnmily refuse to accept their e;.Pla-
nat jon that Hannah \\ralkeda\vay from
her life voluntarily. "They're absolutely
convinced that there is nollling volun-
tary about Hnnnah doing tJ1is,” says the
fanlily's attorney and spokeswoman
Sara Azari. "V111y\vould she plan a trip,
text her uncle alldunt and say, Tnl on
Inyvay, thenjust go off the grid?"

Hannah's worried friends and family hold
out hope that she is safe and are getting to ,vork
jump-startu,gsearch efforts in I\licxico. The group
plans to drum up coverage for l1erin the Mexican
media and get avolunteer tealntogether to comb ——
the region, says Azari: "It's not over." 'they have
their,vork cut out for them-the LAPD is no lon-
ger looking for her, and local authorities 11aveyet

She purcha Sede-r §

bus ticketatIA.'s
Union Statiomat
. 6:10a.m,on Nov.12

' afterspending the

night at thefacility.

Roughly fourhours
later she nrrivildt

VANISHED H TIJUANA

Video footage revealedthat
Hannah walked over the border into
Tljuanaatl12:13p.m.on Nov. 12.
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HER FATHER'S SUICIDE

Thirteen days after Hannah's father, Ryan Kobayashi,
arrived in LLA. to help <earch for Hannah, he died by
suicide. “l wasn't too close with her growing up...
'm just trying to make up,” Ryan (above! ight, on
Nov. 21) told CNN before his death. “I'm trying to get
her back. That's my main focus.” Larie Pidgeon, his
former sister-in-law, believes that the case took
a toll on his mental health. “He died of a broken
heart,” says Pidgeon
If you or someone you know is considering suicide,
please contact the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline
B by dialing 988, text “STRENGTH?” to the Crisis
B Text Line at 741741, or go to 988lifeline.org.

e

to get involved. "This is the first I've heard about
her," Gtlillermo Manjarrez, conlmander of the
State Police Binational Unit in Tijuana, told Peo-
ple on Dec. 5. "No one is looking for I1lerhere.”
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"We urge Ms. Kobayashi to
contact her family,” LAPD chief
JirnMcDonncll saidon Dec. 2.






