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Resources Regarding Immigrant Rights  

by Susan Midori-Jones, REACTA Director-at-Large 
 
Although immigrant rights were threatened under previous Presidential 
administrations, this time is different. President Donald Trump has 
authorized the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to expand its use 
of the process known as “expedited removal.” This process denies 
immigrants the opportunity to appear before an immigration judge or 
appeal their case. Although “expedited removal” was previously used for 
those individuals who had arrived in the U.S. in the last 14 days, the new 
use of “expedited removal” allows individuals who cannot prove they have 
been in the U.S. continuously for the last two years to be quickly deported 
or held in custody. 
  
The documents and resources attached should be available in every 
community. Where previously “expedited removal” was only used against 
persons 100 miles or less from the U.S. border, the DHS has authorized its 
use throughout the country. Once an individual is physically deported from 
the U.S., it is exceedingly difficult to assert one’s rights. Even if the 
individual was here in the U.S. under a legal immigration program. It is 
important that all community groups, including unions and educators, help 
to educate community members regarding their rights. What you do 
matters. 
  
The attached file contains the following: 
  

1. Know your Rights Under the U.S. Constitution--No Matter Who is 
President (NILC) 

 
2. What TO DO IF ICE Comes to Your Door (United We Dream) 

 
3. Expedited Removal (NILC) 

 
4. Resources Regarding Loss of Immigration Rights (contains links to 

sources for pro bono legal representation for immigrants) 
 

5. How to Be Prepared for an Immigration Raid (Lists actions 
individual community members or groups can take to assist 
vulnerable community members) 
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