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OBJECTIVES

REQUIRED MATERIALS

LESSON OVERVIEW

THE ART OF KNOWING 

Understand how perspective and context 
shape what we can know

Reflect on the importance of multiple 
perspectives of what is known

The poem “The Blind Men and the 
Elephant” 

Video “The Blind Men and the 
Elephant”

Lead-in: "Color contrast" and "Circles and ovals" 

Watch and discuss “The Blind Men and the Elephant” video

Students read the poem 

Final reflections: Reflect back on perceptions shaping our 
understanding of the world 



LEAD IN: 

THE ART OF KNOWING 

Prompt and discuss: 
Which purple is darker?
Which yellow is brighter
How do you know these things?

Then, Take out the color strips and display them over the 
colors on the color sheet so students can tell that the colors 
are actually the same.

Prompt: Why do you think you perceived the colors 
differently even though they were the same color?
[their contexts]

COLOR CONTRAST AND CIRCLES OR OVALS

COLOR CONTRAST: Display the color sheets: 

https://www.exploratorium.edu/snacks/color-

contrast
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CIRCLE OR OVAL: 

Activity Set-Up:
https://www.exploratorium.edu/snacks/circles-or-ovals

Introduce Activity, Then: 

- Have students take turns sharing if they see a circle or 
an oval

- Have students switch the eyes they are holding each 
tube up to

- Ask them to share again if they see a circle or an oval

Reflective Prompts: 

- Why did some people see a circle and some an oval? 
- Why did some see a circle the first time and an oval the 
second? 
- How is this similar to and different from the color 
activity? 

https://www.exploratorium.edu/snacks/circles-or-ovals
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“THE BLIND MEN AND THE ELEPHANT” - VIDEO

Introduce the story: Now we will watch a video about a 
village in India where a group of blind men lived. They 
have never been to the forest and never met an 
elephant. 

Students watch the video: “The Blind Men and the 
Elephant

“THE BLIND MEN AND THE ELEPHANT” - POEM
Students read the poem by John Godfrey Saxe 
(1816–1887). (Based upon a Hindu Parable)

Discussion Questions: 
- How did the men describe the elephant? 
- Do you agree with each description? 
- Which one is right? Are they all right? Are they all 
wrong? In what ways are they all right and wrong at 
the same time? 
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FINAL REFLECTIONS

Have students reflect back on perceptions shaping our 
understanding of the world: 

- How perspectives on wolves were shaped: 
Why do people tell stories about wolves as bad/harmful? 
- How has your perception of wolves changed after watching 
the Yellowstone video? 
- How do you feel when you see a wolf (different images - 
How the image changes our feeling)? 
- What makes something bad or good? 
- How does our perspective shape our perception of beings 
around us?
- Can you think of any examples of a time when multiple 
perspectives helped you better understand something? 
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We developed a curriculum that bridges science pedagogy and Muslim Ways of 
Knowing. 

Through this research and teaching project, we explore the possibilities of 
teaching science through a non-western perspective and creating a space for 
young people to imagine possible futures through thinking not only about what 
is taught, but also about the teaching practices, activities, and artifacts in the 
classroom. Through engaging with art and storywork, we produced a curriculum 
that draws from classical Muslim systems of knowledge. We engage pre-co-
lonial literature from the Muslim world to explore how young people come to 
know and how they relate to, and act on, what they know.

Art of Knowing Collaborative (2024). Art of Knowing Curriculum: Lesson 1, Washington, DC & Santa Cruz, CA: 
Art of Knowing. 
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WHAT IS THE ART OF KNOWING?

The Art of Knowing Curriculum is designed as a supplement to 
elementary science education. It intentionally places Muslim Ways 
of Knowing at the center of science learning. It is designed to 
engage students in exploring “how we come to know” by asking 
questions about when, where, and why we use various ways of 
knowing through stories, art, and discussion. We offer suggestions 
for how to incorporate the curriculum as a once-weekly class, but 
the curriculum and other resources can be taken up in a variety of 
ways that suit the needs of your community. 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE?

Our larger research project aims to open the space for interdisciplinary scholarship that focuses 
on inclusive STEAM education; offer non-Eurocentric approaches to science education; and, 
appreciate multiple, and culturally-situated, ways of understanding science. 
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