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I.

501 SCHOOL WEAPONS POLICY
Approved by:
Bdote Board of Directors 4.16.2014

Policy Statement:
Bdote Learning Center (BLC) bans weapons on school grounds. No student or nonstudent,
including adults and visitors, may possess a weapon on school grounds except as provided in this
policy. “Weapon” means any object capable of threatening or producing bodily harm including,
but not limited to, any firearm, whether loaded or unloaded; airguns; pellet guns; BB guns;
knives; blades; explosives; fireworks; mace and other propellants; stunguns; poisons; chains;
arrows; and objects that have been modified to serve as a weapon. “Weapon” also includes lookalike guns, toy guns, and other objects that have the appearance of a weapon. “Weapon” also
includes objects designed for other purposes (e.g., pencils, scissors, etc.) that are used to inflict
or threaten to inflict bodily harm. The term “school grounds” encompasses the BLC building and
grounds, as well as any location where school- related activities occur including, but not limited
to, bus stops, school buses and vehicles, and field trip locations when BLC activities are being
held there. To “possess” means to have a weapon on one’s person or in an area subject to one’s
control including, but not limited to, immediate vicinity of the person, desks, lockers, or vehicles.

II.

Prohibition and Consequences:
A. Students: It is a violation of this policy for a student to possess a weapon on school grounds.
A student that possesses a weapon on school grounds will be subject to appropriate discipline
up to and including expulsion. The student’s parent will be notified of the violation and the
weapon will be confiscated. Local law enforcement may be notified, as appropriate.
B. Special rules for possession of firearms by students: As required by Minn. Stat. § 121A.05,
school officials will, as soon as practicable, refer to the criminal justice or juvenile delinquency
system, as appropriate, a student who brings a firearm to school unlawfully. Additionally, as
required by Minn. Stat. § 121A.44, the board must expel for a period of at least one year a
student who is determined to have brought a firearm to school, except the board may modify
this expulsion requirement on a case-by-case basis. The term “firearm” has the meaning given
in federal law at 18 U.S.C.A. § 921 and means (A) any weapon (including a starter gun) which
will or is designed to or may readily be converted to expel a projectile by the action of an
explosive; (B) the frame or receiver of any such weapon; (C) any firearm muffler or firearm
silencer; or (D) any destructive device. The term “destructive device” has the meaning given in
federal law at 18 U.S.C.A. § 921 and includes, among other things, a bomb, grenade, or rocket
with a propellant charge of more than 4 ounces. The term “firearm” does not include an
antique firearm.
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C. Employees: It is a violation of this policy for a BLC employee to possess a weapon on school
grounds. A BLC employee that possesses a weapon on school grounds will be subject to
appropriate discipline up to and including discharge. Local law enforcement may be notified,
as appropriate.
D. Other Persons: It is also a violation of this policy for any other person (i.e., non- student,
non-employee) to possess a weapon on school grounds. A person that possesses a weapon on
school grounds will be asked to safely leave school grounds with the weapon. Local law
enforcement may be called to escort the person from school grounds, as appropriate. The
person may be barred from future entry to school locations, as appropriate. In addition, if the
person is a student in another school or school district, BLC administrators may notify that
school or school district of the policy violation.
III.

Exceptions:
It is not a violation of this policy for the following persons to lawfully possess a weapon on BLC
school grounds:
A. active licensed peace officers;
B. military personnel, or students or nonstudents participating in military training, who are on
duty performing official duties;
C. persons authorized to carry a pistol under Minn. Stat. § 624.714 while in a motor vehicle or
outside of a motor vehicle for the purpose of directly placing a firearm in, or retrieving it
from, the trunk or rear area of the vehicle;
D. persons who keep or store in a motor vehicle pistols in accordance with Minn. Stat. §§
624.714 or 624.715 or other firearms in accordance with § 97B.045;
E. students or non-students participating in firearm safety or marksmanship courses or
activities conducted on school property,
F. a member of a ceremonial color guard when conducting ceremonies while possessing a
weapon, BB gun, or replica firearm;
G. a person engaged in a gun or knife show held on school grounds;
H. a person having written permission from the School Director or designee to possess a
weapon, BB gun or replica firearm; or
I. a person who is on unimproved property owned or leased by the charter school unless the
person knows that a student is currently present on the land for a school- related activity.
NOTE: Under Minn. Stat. § 609.66, subd. 1d, a school district may not prohibit the lawful carrying
or possession of firearms in a school parking lot or parking facility. For purposes of this policy,
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the “lawful” carrying or possession of a firearm in a school parking lot or parking facility is
specifically limited to nonstudent permit-holders authorized under Minn. Stat. § 624.714 to carry
a pistol in the interior of a vehicle or outside the motor vehicle for the purpose of directly placing
a firearm in, or retrieving it from, the trunk or rear area of the vehicle. Any carrying or possession
of a firearm beyond the immediate vicinity of a permit-holder’s vehicle shall constitute a violation
of this policy.
Legal References (the following are included for reference purposes only, may not reflect the most
current relevant statutory citation, and should not be read to contravene or limit the school's
obligations under any federal, state, or local law):
Minn. Stat. § 121A.04 (Athletic Programs; Sex Discrimination)
Minn. Stat. Ch. 363 (Minnesota Human Rights Act)
20 U.S.C. §§ 1681-1688 (Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972)
34 C.F.R. Part 106 (Implementing Regulations of Title IX)
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