HOW TO FIND A LOST CAT

It’s important to do more than hang posters and walk around the neighborhood looking for your cat.

Cats don’t “run away from home”…..they get lost and cannot find their way home.  Experts say that most missing cats are either injured, trapped or disoriented within a 10 house radius.  They are counting on you to do whatever is necessary to find them.  They need your help to get back home again.
Most people do not notice posters, or think it’s out of the ordinary to see a cat outdoors.  You need to make direct contact with people and let them know that your cat is lost, ask them to watch for your cat, and notify you if they think they’ve spotted your cat.
This is what you must do to find your cat:  

· Make 200 fliers with a photo and distribute them in the    

     neighborhood.  Ask people to keep the flier for a minimum    

     of 30 days and call you immediately if they see any cat that 

     resembles your cat at all.  
· Go door to door to every single house 10 houses up, and 10 
     houses down.  Do the same thing 5 blocks in each direction.  
     That’s 200 houses.  

All it takes is one person to look in your cat’s direction at the right time.  If they are aware that this is a lost cat that is desperately wanted home, they will call you to tell you they have spotted your cat.  You will have 200 households looking for your cat…and you will find your cat!  It’s a numbers game.  If you don’t follow this guideline, you will lessen your chances of finding your cat and bringing him/her home again.

You will meet many compassionate people who love animals and are willing to help you find your cat.  After meeting you at their door, and seeing how badly you want to find your cat, they will make an effort to watch for your cat for the next month.
A local rescue using this plan writes:  The first time I employed this method, was after 2 weeks of hanging posters and driving around, talking to people I saw out on the street.  I suddenly remembered what they recommended at a pet conference I went to, and I made 200 fliers, spent 3 hours going door to door and got 3 phone calls within 20 minutes of getting home.  He lived 2 houses from the west end of a 25 house block….and he was found 2 houses from the east end….wondering why his house was nowhere to be found.  We got him safely home that night. (
The last time we employed this method was this past May, June and July.  It took 3 months to find our cat…..and we found him just in time.  He was only 5 pounds of skin and bones when we got him back, and had just begun to develop fatty liver syndrome from starvation….but we got him in time, treated him with meds and he made a full recovery!!!

Don’t give up!  This works, but you must put in the effort it takes to contact as many people as you can.  Your cat is counting on you to help him get back home.
We hope you will follow this process.  It’s a numbers game, and it works!  If you cover 200 homes, and have 200 households helping you look for your cat, you will find your cat.  Ask family and friends to help you go door to door, and get your flyers out quickly to increase your cat’s chances of a safe and speedy return home!  
Recovery Tips - Lost Cat Behavior
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One thing that makes Missing Pet Partnership's work unique is that we've discovered that not all lost cat incidents are the same. An indoor-only cat that escapes outdoors is a very different situation than an outdoor-access cat that suddenly vanishes. There are three basic categories of missing cats: displaced indoor-only cats, displaced outdoor-access cats, and lost outdoor access cats.
Displaced Indoor-Only Cats (i.e. Cats Who've Escaped Outdoors)

If your cat has escaped and is displaced outside or into unfamiliar territory there is good news -- your cat is probably not lost at all! That is because it is likely that your cat is hiding and, depending upon the terrain, he/she is probably closer than you think! The investigative question and mystery to solve when an indoor-only cat escapes outdoors is: WHERE IS THE CAT HIDING? If your indoor-only cat has escaped outdoors or has escaped into an unfamiliar area (escaped from vet's office, escaped due to car accident, escaped while camping, escaped from kennel, etc.) then visit our Displaced Cat Behavior page for assistance.

Displaced Outdoor-Access Cats


If you've lost a cat that is allowed outdoors part-time or for brief periods of time and he/she has vanished, then it is possible that he/she is not missing but is hiding in fear. That's because even outdoor-access cats can become displaced. Here's how it works. A cat can become "displaced" into unfamiliar territory when he/she is chased off (beaten up by another cat, chased by a dog, etc.) and he/she ends up in a yard or area that is total foreign to him/her. We've had many cases where cats that were "lost" were actually only five houses away or a block away, hiding inside a neighbor's yard in fear because they were disoriented and unable (or unwilling because of fear) to return home. In one of the investigations we solved, one of our cat-detection dogs located a missing cat named Gizmo who was missing for 3 days. Gizmo was hiding inside an abandoned bathtub in a yard just two houses away. While some cats have the remarkable ability to use the homing instinct to work their way back to their territory, other cats who are displaced either don't possess this skill or they're too frightened to use it.

The majority of cases of displacement involve indoor-only cats who've accidentally escaped outdoors. However, any cat will be displaced when they escape from their carrier while at the vet's office, escape from an RV while traveling on vacation, or escape from a vehicle during a car accident. In cases of displacement, even though the cat is technically an "outdoor-access cat," it is a DISPLACED CAT when it ends up in an area that is unfamiliar. A cat's individual temperament can range anywhere from a bold "clown-like" cat to the other end of the spectrum which is a catatonic "feral-like" cat. This temperament will influence how far he/she will travel and whether or not he/she will respond to human contact. Recovery techniques should be geared around a missing cat's unique, individual temperament. If he or she is skittish, he/she will more likely be nearby hiding in fear and you'll need to use a humane trap to recover him/her. If he or she is gregarious, he/she could easily travel several blocks (even a mile or two) and you'll need to knock on doors and post fluorescent posters at major intersections in the area. Be sure to visit our Displaced Cat Behavior page for more information on the topic of displaced cat behaviors.

Lost Outdoor-Access Cats

By "Lost Outdoor-Access Cat" we mean that you are the caretaker of a cat that is routinely allowed to go outdoors, even for brief periods of time. One of the most profound discoveries that we have made at Missing Pet Partnership is that the methods that should be used to search for a lost outdoor-access cat are much different than those used to search for a missing indoor-only (or a displaced) cat! When an outdoor-access cat disappears, it means that something has happened to the cat to interrupt its behavior of coming home. Cats are territorial and they do not just run away from home (like dogs do). Thus the tactics and techniques used to search for a missing cat should be different than those used to search for a missing dog.

Lost cat posters will not always help find your cat if it has crawled under your neighbor's deck and is injured and silent. We believe that lost cat posters should be used (be sure to visit our Posters 5+5+55 Page) but they should be only a supplement to a primary search which most often involves an aggressive, physical search of a cat's territory. Yeah, that means looking under and in every conceivable hiding place in your yard and in your neighbors' yards!

Recovery Tips - Posters 5+5+55
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Missing Pet Partnership has discovered a creative and highly effective tool for recovering lost pets with a method that we call the "FIVE + FIVE + FIFTY-FIVE RULE." Here's how it works. At any typical intersection, you only have five seconds and five words to get your message across to drivers who are passing through the area where your pet is missing. We have had success in recovering lost pets several weeks after they disappeared by helping people create posters using the following rules:

1. Make them GIANT so that people driving by cannot miss them. 

2. Make them FLUORESCENT so that the color attracts the attention of everyone. 

3. Put them at major intersections near where you lost your pet (and in areas of sightings). 

4. Keep them BRIEF and to the point. 

5. Let them convey a VISUAL IMAGE of what you have lost. 

Most pet owners post lost pet FLYERS that are 8 1/2" X 11" white pieces of paper and the only message conveyed is REWARD LOST DOG or REWARD LOST CAT. These are too small and very few people passing by even notice these. Even if drivers did manage to see the words "LOST DOG" very few will pull over to read the description of the lost pet. If instead you create a highly visible poster that conveys the message "REWARD LOST DOG--YELLOW LAB" or "REWARD LOST CAT--SIAMESE" or "REWARD LOST DOG--TAN TERRIER RED COLLAR" that every person driving by could quickly read, you will increase your probability of developing leads that will help you find your pet!
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This is how your final lost pet poster should look. 

Post Your Posters Where They Will Be Seen
Post your giant fluorescent posters on telephone or street light poles at busy street corners - especially at the major intersections nearest where your pet escaped or was last seen.

Handing Out Your Flyers: You'll want to make up several smaller flyers that you will hand out to neighbors and people you encounter in your neighborhood. Post these flyers at local veterinary offices, pet stores, pet groomers, Laundromats, barber & beauty shops, grocery stores, churches, convenience stores, pizza parlors, and community bulletin boards in your area. Hand them out to your newspaper delivery person because they are out during the early morning hours and to your mail carrier because they are driving in your community all day long.

How Else To Search for Lost Cats
Handing out lost cat flyers and posting giant fluorescent posters will not help you find your cat if he/she is trapped in a neighbor's shed or if he/she is injured and hiding under a neighbor's deck! Lost cat posters are simply a supplement to the primary method that you should be using to find your lost cat - conducting an aggressive, physical search of your cat's territory (for an outdoor-access cat) or launching an aggressive humane trapping campaign (for indoor-only cats that escape outdoors and other displaced cats).
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Be sure to routinely check with your local animal shelter and also with any local rescue groups in your area. While some cats will end up in shelters the same day they vanished, others might not end up there for weeks or even months! Sometimes found cats end up being placed in feline rescue groups who place them in temporary foster homes until they can be adopted out to a new family. Your local shelter should have a listing of the organized feline groups in your area. In addition, many large pet stores hold weekend pet adoption events where "homeless" cats are adopted out to new families. It is possible that your cat could end up at one of these events. Find out when and where these adoptions take place and hand deliver a flyer of your lost cat to the staff. Also, contact any TNR (trap-neuter-return) groups or feral cat colony caretakers in your area (ask your shelter if they have a list) and send them a flyer of your cat. It is possible that your cat might show up at one of their "feeding stations" and they can be a great resource because they feed and care for stray cats on a routine basis.

How Else To Search for Lost Dogs
Be sure to routinely check with your local animal shelter and also with any local rescue groups in your area. Sometimes lost dogs end up being placed in dog rescue groups who end up placing them in temporary foster homes until they can be adopted out to a new family. Your local shelter should have a listing of the organized groups in your area. In addition, many large pet stores hold weekend pet adoption events where "homeless, stray" dogs are adopted out to new families. It is possible that your dog could end up at one of these events. Find out when and where these adoptions take place and hand deliver a flyer of your lost dog to the staff. Finally, many rescue groups that end up taking care of "homeless, stray" dogs will post these dogs on www.petfinder.com. Be sure to check this website often in case your dog is ultimately listed there as an adoptable dog who is looking for a new home.

Pet Detectives: Visit our Find A Pet Detective page for a listing of certified pet detectives with dogs trained to locate lost dogs, cats, and other species.

One Last Thing: Do Not Give Up Hope!
Physically, your pet is out there somewhere and you stand a good chance of bringing him/her back home if you remain focused, positive, and persistent in your efforts. Although family, friends, or coworkers might be unsupportive, YOU ARE NOT ALONE! Reach out and use the resources that are available to you through this website. The moment that you stop searching for your lost pet is the moment that your chances of a happy reunion plummet. Your biggest enemies will be discouragement and a lack of hope!

Recovery Tips - Shelter Tip Sheet
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The individual temperament and unique experiences of a cat influences how far he/she will travel when lost. When giving recovery advice to someone who has lost a cat, be sure to take the following into consideration: 
Outdoor-Access Cats: Cats are territorial. When an outdoor-access cat suddenly vanishes, it means that SOMETHING HAS HAPPENED to that cat to interrupt its normal behavior of coming home. The disappearance could mean that the cat is injured, trapped, or deceased within its territory. Or perhaps the cat was transported out of the area-either intentionally (by an irate neighbor who trapped the cat) or unintentionally (by the cat climbing into an open vehicle). Possibly the cat was displaced into unfamiliar territory (something as simple as being chased by a dog several houses away) causing it to panic and hide in silence. The investigative question when an outdoor-access cat disappears is: WHAT HAPPENED TO THE CAT?
Indoor-Only Cats: The territory for an indoor-only cat is the inside of the home where it lives. When an indoor-only cat escapes outdoors, it is "displaced" into unfamiliar territory. Usually they will look for the first place that will offer concealment and protection. Their instinctive response is to HIDE IN SILENCE because that is their primary protection from predators. How long they remain in that hiding place and what they do from there is dependant upon their temperament. The investigative question when an indoor-only cat escapes outdoors is: WHERE IS THE CAT HIDING?
Feline Temperaments That Influence Distances Traveled: Temperament influences actions. How a cat behaves when in its normal territory will influence how it behaves when it becomes "lost" or displaced into unfamiliar territory. In addition to posting flyers and checking the cages of local shelters, encourage cat owners to develop a search strategy based on the specific behavior of their cat. Here are guidelines to use:
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CURIOUS/CLOWN CAT - These are gregarious cats that get into trouble easily, run to the door to greet a stranger, and are not easily afraid of anything. When displaced, these cats might initially hide but then they will most likely TRAVEL. Strategy for recovery should be to place florescent posters within at least a five block radius. Also, interview neighbors in a door-to-door search, thoroughly searching possible hiding places in yards of houses and other areas within a close proximity to the escape point. Do not assume that the cat will come when you call!

CARE-LESS CAT - These aloof cats don't seem to care much about people. When a stranger comes in, they stand back and watch. When displaced they will likely initially hide, but eventually they will break cover and come back to the door, meow, or possibly travel. Strategy should be to search hiding places nearby, interview neighbors door-to-door and search their yards. If these efforts do not produce results, consider setting a baited humane trap.

CAUTIOUS CAT - These cats are generally stable but they show occasional shyness. They like people but when a stranger comes to the door, they dart and hide. Some of these cats peek around the corner and eventually come out to investigate. When displaced, they will likely immediately hide in fear. If not pushed (scared off) from their hiding place, they will typically return to the point where they escaped from or they will meow when the owner comes to look for them. This behavior typically is observed either within the first two days (after the cat has built up confidence) or not until seven to ten days later when their hunger or thirst has reached a point where they will respond. Strategy would be to conduct a tightly focused search in neighbors' yards and to set baited humane traps.

CATATONIC/XENOPHOBIC CAT - Xenophobia means "fear or hatred of things strange or foreign." Xenophobic cats are afraid of EVERYTHING that is new or unfamiliar. Their fearful behavior is hardwired into their character; it is caused by genetics and/or kitten hood experiences (nature or nurture). These cats will hide when a stranger comes into their home, and they typically will not come out until well after the company has left. They do not do well with human contact (being held, petted, etc.) and they are easily disturbed by any change in their environment. When displaced, they bolt and then HIDE IN SILENCE. They tend to remain in the same hiding place and become almost catatonic, immobilized with fear. If they are found by someone other than their owners, they are typically mistaken as being untamed or "feral." The primary strategy to recover these cats would be to set baited humane traps. Xenophobic cats that become "lost" are routinely absorbed into the feral cat population.

Owner Behaviors That Create Problems: Cat owners often behave in ways that actually inhibit their chances of finding their lost cat. They develop "tunnel vision" and fail to find their cat because they focus on wrong theories. They experience "grief avoidance" and quickly give up their search effort. They feel helpless and alone, often discouraged by others who rebuke them and tell them "it was just a cat" and "you'll never find your cat." But one of the biggest problems is that cat owners typically focus their search efforts by posting lost cat flyers and by searching the cages at the local shelter. Although these techniques are important and should not be overlooked, the primary technique to recover a missing cat should be to obtain permission from all neighbors to enter their yards and conduct an aggressive, physical search for the missing cat (and to set baited humane traps there when necessary). Simply asking a neighbor to "look" for the lost cat is not sufficient! Neighbors are not going to crawl around on their bellies under their decks or houses to search for someone else's lost cat!

Rescuer Behaviors That Create Problems: One of the most tragic misinterpretations of feline behavior occurs when rescuers observe a cat with a xenophobic temperament and assume, based on the fearful behavior, that the cat is an untamed "feral." While it is true that feral, untamed cats that are unaccustomed to human contact will hiss, spit, twirl, lunge, and urinate when humanely trapped, this "wild animal" behavior is also common in cats who have xenophobic temperaments! We know this because we have talked to owners of lost xenophobic cats that had to be humanely trapped in order to be recovered; the owners verified that their cats exhibited wild behavior while in the humane trap. These behaviors are a reflection of a fearful TEMPERAMENT, not a lack of TAMENESS. Shelter and TNR (Trap-Neuter-Release) workers should scan all "feral" cats for microchips and conduct research (check Classifieds, lost cat reports, etc.) to determine if the new "feral" is actually someone's xenophobic pet cat that escaped outdoors, perhaps several weeks or months before it was found.

Digitial Wildlife Cameras

A relatively newer technique that MPP recommends is the use of digital wildlife cameras combined with feeding stations, especially in cases where a cat is displaced in an apartment complex where there are zillions of cats, in areas where there are many raccoons, or in other situations where a humane trap would be difficult to use. The concept is setting out food with a wildlife camera that will snap photos of all the animals that eat that food so that when you come back the next morning, you can pull the SD card, put it in your computer, and see photos of raccoon, raccoon, raccoon, CALICO!! THERE IS MY CAT!! From that point you could work to strategically humanely trap your cat while avoiding the raccoons and other cats. This is something that MPP could consult with you about if you decide to pursue this technique. We recommend infrared cameras that does not flash (because then no one sees them and they are not likely to be stolen). 

