St. Basil the Great prayer for Animals
The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.  O God, enlarge within us the sense of fellowship with all living things, our brothers the animals to whom Thou gavest the earth as their home in common with us.  We remember with shame that in the past we have exercised the high dominion of man with ruthless cruelty so that the voice of the earth, which should have gone up to Thee in song, has been a groan of travail.  May we realize that they live not for us alone, but for themselves and for Thee and that they love the sweetness of life even as we, and serve Thee better in their place than we in ours.

For those, O Lord, the humble beasts, that bear with us the burden and heat of day, and offer their guileless lives for the well-being of mankind; and for the wild creatures, whom Thou hast made wise, strong, and beautiful, we supplicate for them Thy great tenderness of heart, for Thou hast promised to save both man and beast, and great is Thy loving kindness, O Master, Saviour of the world.

Prayer of St. John of Kronstadt

Do not breathe malice, vengeance, and murder even towards animals, lest your own soul should be given up to death by the spiritual enemy breathing wickedness in you even toward animals, and lest you should become accustomed to breathe malice and vengeance against men also.  Remember, that animals are called to life by God’s mercy that they may enjoy their existence as much as they can during their short life.  The Lord is good to all.  Do not hurt them if they are unreasonable, or if they play tricks, or if any of your property is damaged by them.  “Blessed is the man who is merciful to his beast.”
