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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Parents,
Occasionally a staff may bring their pet to the center for visits throughout the year. Pets in the center can be used to calm fears, relieve anxiety, and teach skills. Here is a summary of potential benefits (Data adapted from the Australian Companion Animal Council):
•   Physical – interaction with a furry friend reduces blood pressure, provides tactile stimulation, gives motivation to move, walk and stimulates the senses 
•   Social – a visit with any pet provides a positive mutual topic for discussion, promotes greater self-esteem and well-being, and focused interaction with others
 •   Cognitive – companionship with animals stimulates memory, problem solving and game playing
•   Emotional – an adorable four-legged visitor improves self-esteem, acceptance from others, and lifts mood often provoking laughter
 •   Environmental – animals in a facility decreases the feeling of a sterile environment, lifts mood and this continues after the visit.



Yes, I give permission for my child  ____________________ to participate in occasional pet visits throughout year.
No, I do not give permission for my child  _________________ to participate in occasional pet visits.
The undersigned(s) assume(s) all risk of injury or harm to the child associated with participation in Pumpkin Patch OSC activities and agree(s) to release, indemnify, defend and forever discharge *** OSC and it's staff, employees, and agents of and from all liability, claims, demands, damages, costs, expenses, actions and causes of action in respect of death, injury, loss or damage to the child, or by the child, howsoever caused, arising or to arise by reason of or during the child's participation in the OSC.
Parent Signature: ________________________________   Date: ________________
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