[image: A picture containing company name

Description automatically generated]
Pontiac GMC Club of Central New York Officers:
President: Art Johnston
 Vice President: George Rink
Secretary: Heath Thomas
 Treasurer: Tim Nichols 
Web Editor: Chris Lorence 
Activities: Albert Finocchiaro
Newsletter Editor: Lauri DeSalvia


February/March 2024 Newsletter


The President’s Message

   ART’S EXHAUST  Feb 2024 
Our Next Meeting is at Flows RT 31 Canastota NY on Sunday March 10,2024 at 1PM. 
Topics 
2024 Bill Rapp Show 
Pineview Run Track Day 
Syracuse Nationals 
Website, Facebook Updates 
Member Topics 
We have one of the early shows coming up, The Oneida Community Mansion House Car Show Saturday June 1,2024. This show has Two classes for Pontiacs Only, 1926-1980, and 1981-1999, plus a Camaro, Trans Am, Firebird Class through 1999. 
We need to support shows that support Pontiacs 
We also need to support The Cavalcade of Cars at the NYS Fairgrounds March 23 and 24, 2024. We have club members that work this show and the Auburn Auto Group is a Sponsor. 
I want to Thank Joe & Jennette Olmsted for stepping up to run the 39th Pontiac & GMC Super Show. You are the BEST!! 
Long-time Club Member Bill Ward passed away January 31,2024. Bill was a member you could always count on. He and his wife Marcia attended every meeting, event and with Guy Zipp made many Holiday parties extra fun with their gift selections. God Bless You. 
Art 



Minutes of our Last meeting


Pontiac GMC Club of Central New York[image: A picture containing text, clipart  Description automatically generated]

Officers
President: Art Johnston; Vice President: George Rink; 
Secretary: Heath Thomas; Treasurer: Tim Nichols
Web Editor: Chris Lorence; Activities: Albert Finocchiaro

Date: 02-11-2024

Location: Flo’s Diner, Route 31, Canastota NY

Members in Attendance: Art Johnston, Lauri DeSalvia, Tim & Estre Nichols, Joe & Jennette Olmstead, George Rink, Albert
Finocchiaro, Chris Wheeler, Connie & Donald DeGroat, Heath & Melissa Thomas, Bernie & Cheryl Tufts.

New Members: Scott Heiland, 1966 Catalina Convertible

Guests: None

Lunch followed by Meeting called to order at : 1:45 pm
Topics of Discussion (New Business):

1. PRESIDENT REPORT:
a. We mourn the passing of long-time club member William “Bill” Ward. Bill passed away January 31, 2024. We pass our
condolences to Marcia and cherish the great memories we had with Bill. Chapter members attended Bill’s services and
funeral on 2/10/2024.
i. A “Celebration of Life” will be held on 4/27/2024 at the American Legion in Williamstown, NY from 3-6 pm.
There will be a catered dinner.
ii. The following is a link to Bill’s obituary
https://www.watsontraubfuneralhome.com/obituary/WilliamBill-Ward

b. 2024 Super Show
i. New Show Chairs. Joe & Jennette Olmstead have graciously volunteered to shoulder the burden of being our
car show organizers.

• A TREMENDOUS THANKS goes to Bob Conniff for the many years he has been our Show Chairman!!
ii. There will be a few changes to our show classes. If you have any ideas, please pass them on to Joe & Jennette.
iii. We will be ordering T-shirts. They will be in Black or White and will have the “Gone But Not Forgotten”
logo. They will be available for purchase at the show.
iv. 2024 Show Flyer is READY for distribution. It will be sent separately. Please print and distribute WHERE
EVER you go!

v. PLEASE START COLLECTING DOOR PRIZES!!!
c. Chapter History. Art is still working to gather chapter history information and our original charter. If you have any info
on the origins of our chapter or know anyone that does or if anyone has any of our original paperwork, PLEASE let Art
know.
d. Web Site. Chris Lorence is our new Web Editor. He is migrating our chapter info from the old domain to our new one.
He plans to add info on our chapter history, our charter, and some pics of chapter cars to it. We are still in discussion as
to what else to post on our website. Do YOU want your car pics on the site? Please submit to me 1 or 2 pictures along
with any info you’d like to say about your car. We’ll let you know when the website is online and ready for action.
e. FaceBook page. Heath & Lauri will continue to maintain/update our chapter Face Book page.
f. Thanks to Heath & Melissa Thomas for hosting our Chapter Christmas Party!!!!! We had a wonderful time and they
have a beautiful house.
g. Syracuse Nationals.
i. Volunteers needed for the Friday morning registration tent
ii. TBD if volunteers will man the gates
iii. Thanks to the 2023 volunteers for their time and hard work at last year’s show

2. VICE PRESIDENT REPORT: Nothing to Report

3. NEWSLETTER EDITOR REPORT: Thanks to Chris Lorence for taking over the Web Site!

4. TREASURER REPORT
a. As of 1/1/2024, the chapter has $955.00 in our account with no outstanding bills.

b. PLEASE PAY YOUR 2024 DUES!!!!!!!

c. 50/50 made a total of $50. Lauri DeSalvia won the $25.

5. EVENTS REPORT provided by Albert.
a. Possible Garage Stops.
i. Ben Gregory’s Panther Lake Restoration
ii. Morrisville Ford and Morrisville University
iii. Rochester/Fairport private collections
b. AACA/POCI Spring Run. Plan for April/May trip to the Nicola Bulgari auto collection in Allentown, PA. The
collection contains 200+ very unique cars. Bulgari has a little of everything but like his Buicks. This will be a bus trip.
We need at least 100 participants for this special event to occur. More details to follow.

Old Business:
1. Albert asked if people would be interested in buying patches that could be attached to hats, sweatshirts or
jackets.
2. 2024 dues were due 1/1/2024. Please send/submit your 2024 dues to Tim.
Activities & Events:
1. 3/1-3/3. Hamburg Cavalcade of Cars. Hamburg Fairgrounds. Cavalcadeofcars.com
2. 3/23-3/24 Syracuse Cavalcade of Cars. NYS Syracuse Fairgrounds, Center of Progress Bldg. Cavalcadeofcars.com
3. 4/27 – 10/5. CNY CARS & COFFEE in Marcellus Park. Every Saturday, 8:30-10:30 am at the Creek Hollow Parking Lot, Platt
Road, Marcellus, NY 13108.
4. 4/29 – 10/7. CNY CARS & CONES at Skan-Ellus Drive In. Every Monday, 4:30-7:30 pm at the Skan-Ellus Drive In, Corner Rt 20
5. 6/1. 9am-4pm Oneida Mansion House Car Show. $15 pre/$20 day of registration fee.
6. 8/7. 11am-3pm. Gathering of Orphan Vehicles. Lewis Park, Minoa

Meeting Adjourned: 3:00ish

Next Meeting: Sunday, March 10, 2024 at Flo’s Diner. Lunch at 1200, meeting to start @ 1:00 pm


Items of Interest

From: Paul Bergstrom / POCI <pociworldhq@aol.com>
Sent: Monday, February 26, 2024 2:50 PM
To: James Patterson <antiquecarparts@msn.com>; ajjohnston@twcny.rr.com; raygto@aol.com; mr69cat@aol.com
Subject: Re: Smoke Signals magazine collection - upstate NY
 
sorry her correct email address is lcroft1@ftny.rr.com
 
or, you can leave a phone message 607-797-9066
 
Paul Bergstrom
POCI Club Office Manager
Email: pociworldhq@aol.com
Phone: (763) 479-2111
9am-5pm Mon-Fri CST
Fax: (763) 479-3571
POCI website
POCI Facebook Page
Our 52nd Annual Convention will be held in Springdale, Arkansas July 15-20, 2024
Pontiac-Oakland Club International  |  P.O. Box 421  |  Long Lake, MN 55356
"Keeping the Pontiac Legacy Alive"
 
 
On Monday, February 26, 2024 at 01:28:57 PM CST, Paul Bergstrom / POCI <pociworldhq@aol.com> wrote:
 
 
FYI, POCI widow has a vast collection of SMOKE SIGNALS magazines, in upstate NY if anyone is interested
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From: Heath Thomas <heeters78@comcast.net>
Subject: New CNY Pontiac GMC web site
Date: Feb 25, 2024 at 2:58 AM
Hello Everyone,

Chris has done a great job with our new website.  It is up and running and can be found at www.cnypontiac.com

Take a look at it.  If you have any recommendations, please let me know.  The website is still evolving.  Chris will be adding an EVENTS page soon.  And pics, pics, pics.  

Cheers, Heath


From our website:

Name: William Liccardi
Email :Wliccardi69@gmsil.com
Message: I have a 1999 Pontiac Bonneville SSE in great shape needs work because I could use for a parts car. I didn’t want to have it crushed. Let me know if somebody’s looking for one gold body leather aircrews tell it’s got everything runs great. Just needs suspension work.
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SUNDAY JUNE 9, 2024 | GATES OPEN AT 9am

(FOR RAIN INFORMATION, CONTACT BOB MAY @ 315-224-7490)

BILL RAPP of SYRACUSE

3449 BURNET AVE - SYRACUSE,NY 13206 - (315) 437-2501

trophies!
2 TROPHIES IN EACH CLASS!
PASH PLARUES TO FIRST 100 VEHICLES!
JUPGING BY PARTICIPANTS! .
DOOR PRIZES | 50/50!

PRE-REGISTRATION FORM

Wlverf Uity fove Bl app o Sracueand ha sonse of oKty and dmoges b ny cveswhet-o-ave.
NAME:
ADDRESS: For more information, contact
cry: STATE: 7IP: SHOW CHAIRMAN/LADY
EMAIL: PHONE: Joe & Jennette

: (315) 559-2181
jloimsted@yahoo.com

CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
SIX NATIONS POCI
PRE REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS:
JUNE 5™

Cut and Mail Pre-Registration Card Along with Payment to:
Joe & Jennette Olmsted
37 ROCHESTER ST.| HANNIBAL, NY 13074

| YEAR: MODEL/STYLE: CLASS:

|
| DISTANCE DRIVEN TO SHOW: MEMBER: Yl N
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President: Mike Mastracco       Vice President:  John Rau 


133 Hosmer Dr.          8407 Winterberry Way 


Syracuse, New York  13209            Liverpool. New York  13090 


(315) 263-6995        (315-622-2334 


mauto@twcny.rr.com        Johnrau@verizon.net  


 


Treasurer: Gary Gilbert                   Secretary: Karen McNally 


garymgilbert@outlook.com        yeshuazone51@gmail.com  


 


Website:        Newslette Editor: Chuck Lincoln 


www.syracuseshelbymustangclub.com     lincolncea@gmail.com  


 


          Facebook Administrator:   


           Scott Rau     


          scottrau@hotmail.com  
 


An All Ford Club 
 


March 2024 - Happy St. Patty’s Day 
 


The President’s Message 
  


Starting off with a little bit of history, a date in history that many of us should cherish.  It was April 17, 


1964, the day our beloved Mustang was introduced to the world.  April 17
th


 is now National Mustang Day.  


Read the following. 


 The Ford Mustang was officially unveiled by Henry Ford II at the World‟s Fair in Flushing Meadows, 


New York, on April 17, 1964.  That same day, the new car also debuted in Ford showrooms across America and 


almost 22,000 Mustangs were immediately snapped up by buyers.  Named for a World War II fighter plane, the 


Mustang was one of the first vehicles that came to be known as a “pony car.”  Ford sold more than 400,000 


Mustangs within its first year of production, far exceeding sales expectations. 


  For those of you who are lucky enough, or brave enough to bring your ponies out by the middle of April, 


go for a ride, exercise the gas pedal, and enjoy some hills and curves.  April 17
th


 only comes around once a 


year, celebrate it by driving your pony.  It is even possible on some days in April to make it a top-down day.  


Top up or top down, enjoy the day behind the wheel of your Mustang. 


 A short note about the Cavalcade of Cars March 23-24.  Some will have their car in the show if not, 


support the only indoor show in the area by being a spectator, Saturday, or Sunday.  With our support, the show 


will go on. 


 Start making plans now to take the covers off your rides, spring along with the better weather will be 


catching up to us soon. 


  


Mike Mastracco, President 


 
Reminder: It is time to renew your membership for the 2024 year. The cost is $25.00 for 


the year.  Renewal form in this newsletter. Send checks & completed form to Gary Gilbert 
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Next Meeting 
 


Our next club meeting will take place on Tuesday, 


March 5
th


  at 7:00 p.m. at Barbagallo‟s Restaurant 


on East Molloy Rd, in East Syracuse. Please come 


earlier and enjoy dinner with some of us before the 


meeting. 
 


Minutes of our February meeting 
 


meeting began at 7:00 p.m. No new members 


New Business - None  
   


REMINDER - TOY Drive. Please bring a 


new toy to next year's Christmas Party 


for donation. 
Member Information - John Rau is doing fairly 


well. He has returned to the hospital for treatment. 


He appreciates Texts. 


Nick Pascal - has to have a procedure done on Feb. 


13. 
 


Officer Comments: Mike M.  


 Gary: Not present no treasury report 


 John Rau: Not present 


 Karen: Nothing  


Activities - PAST: 


January 18
th


 - Lady Mustangs were at the Wildcat 


in Camillus. Eighteen Mustang Ladies had lunch 


together for the first time at Wildcats. They enjoyed 


the food and conversation and will absolutely go 


back again. 


January 20
th


 - Breakfast at “R” Dinner. North of 


Brewerton on the left. Met at 8:00 am and ordered 


at 8:30 am. This was the second visit here, once last 


year and again this year. We had 22 members for 


Breakfast and everyone enjoyed their food and 


conversation. 


January 25
th


 - Dinner at the RFH Hideaway in 


Phoenix - Route 57.  
 


Activities - UPCOMING: 


February 15
th


 - Lady Mustang luncheon at Olive 


Garden  on Rte 31 in Clay 1:00 pm. Call or Text 


Rosanne if you plan to go. 


February 17
th


 - Breakfast at Gracie‟s Kitchen. 


February 21
st
 or 22


nd
 - Dinner night out - let Mike 


know if you are interested in and which night you 


would prefer. Details to follow from Mike. Possibly 


Twin Trees route 11 or maube Thursday 29
th


.? 
 


Looking Ahead: 


March 16
th


 - March breakfast you pay $5.00 


dollars, the club picks up the rest of the breakfast 


tab. 


March 24th - CavalcadeofCars.com .  The price is 


$30.00, and you get to 2 passes. Apply soon. Please 


consider attending the show as a spectator to help 


support them. Please help support all shows. 


March 28
th


 - Dinner night, is anyone interested? 


June 9th - OUR Car show! Looking at getting 


some food trucks. We NEED: Sponsorships and 


door prizes. 
 


New wearable items suggestions: 


Hats, T-shirts, Golf type shirts, long or short sleeve, 


light weight jackets, rain resistant jackets. Pass any 


ideas you might have to Mike. 
 


For Sale: 


Coasters with the Mustang Club logo can be cut to 


fit cup holders in cars (cost 2.00 dollars each) 


Mustang pins are $3.00 or 2 for $5.00. 
 


50/50 winner  Brian Mead  $38.00, he graciously 


donated $20.00 back to the Club. 


 


Member Birthdays – March 
 


Please email me your birthday, month & day only 


(we don‟t need to know how old you really are) so 


we can add it to our records and list them here. 
 


 Mike Favius, March 12 


 Roseanne Miller, March 13 


 Tom Bard, March 17 


 George Gay, March 19 


 Tom Hueston, March 24 


 Ray Kuss, March 25 


 Gary Williams, March 31 


 


Calendar of Events 
 


 March 5th, Tuesday @ 7:00 pm: Club 


Meeting Barbagallos, E. Molly Rd. E. Syracuse, 


NY 


 Club Breakfast, March 16,  


 Dinner Night, March 28? 


Member Profiles 
 


Please send the Editor your profile with a photo of 


you, your car and a brief bio 







Ladies Luncheon 
 


We had twelve ladies at lunch today Thursday 


February 15 at Olive Garden in Clay. The food was 


excellent and hats off to our waitress who brought 


us extra salads and bread sticks! She was awesome 


and did a great job.   
 


Please mark your calendars for Our next ladies 


luncheon which will on Thursday, March 21 at 1:00 


PM at Ruby Tuesdays, Yorktown Circle in East 


Syracuse..  The ladies can RSVP to Paula at 315-


447-4798 or dpstillwell@yahoo.com. . 


 
 


1986 Mustang GT Purchase 
 


I bought an 86 Mustang GT out of a  Florida 


dealership last Spring and had it shipped up to Clay. 


Payed too much.  Been looking for this exact car for 


a while and it looked really clean, especially the 


interior. Knew it was repainted though, the blacked 


out GT hood decal was missing.  Had a video call 


with the dealer and he performed a cold start, went 


through the vehicle on the camera, underneath was 


clean but freshly undercoated.  When it arrived, 


realized the doors didn't match the rest of the car, 


there is welded reinforcements under the hatch, 


above the struts, and the right side sits 1" lower than 


the left.  The right side door seal leaks when 


running through a car wash.  But it runs strong, has 


only 72K miles which I believe is accurate, CarFax 


reports shows no damages but there is a gap during 


the 90's.  Haven't put any money in it yet. 


 


Gary Clark 


 


Field Trip – DV Display 
The Editor 


Quite ofter we are looking for a place to walk 


indoors during the Winter. Well, let me suggest a 


trip over to Drivers‟ Village in the old Penn Can 


Mall. They have a real nice car display there with a 


Sweetheart Market/Corner theme where Glen 


Burdick started his car dealership in 1937. Below 


are some of the sweet rides on display there. 


 


 
 


 



mailto:dpstillwell@yahoo.com





 
 


 


  


 







 


 
My first car related job was working for Terry 


Young‟s Texaco in Mattydale while I was going to 


college at SU. Next to the old Sports-o-Rama. 


He had a 1946 Dodge Power Wagon as his tow 


truck. 


 
 


Looking At the Backup Camera 
 


Sometimes is nice to live in the past, other times we 


should be grateful that we are living in present day.  


A cliché that is often said “we learn from our 


mistakes.”  Yes, sometimes.  So here is a look back, 


not any mistakes but some of the activities/events 


that your club did in 2023.  I did not list the first 


Tuesday of each month for meetings as I felt that is 


a given. 


 


January, our ladies of the club held their monthly 


luncheon at The Retreat in Liverpool.  Good, laughs 


and such are always in order at these events.  We 


started this year with a new club breakfast location, 


“The Old Serpico‟s Dinner” off Hiawatha Blvd.  A 


good crowd for this first-time event, we were fed 


some pretty good breakfast dishes, our coffee was 


warmed up on a regular basics and of course we had 


some great conversation.  To finish up January 


many of us participated in the Mystery Dinner 


Theater at the Spaghetti Warehouse.  We did our 


February monthly breakfast at the Golden Corral on 


Erie Blvd.  Our March breakfast we took over 


another first-time location, “Thee Diner” on Rt 31 


Cicero.  They fit us in, refilled our precious coffee 


and fed us well.  Next, many club members 


participated in Bingo at the Elks Lodge outside of 


Camillus. 
 


April‟s breakfast took us to another new location, 


Denny‟s on 7
th


 North St for a nostalgic visit as 


Denny‟s on South Bay was our monthly location for 


quite some time.  Several members took a trip to the 


Saratoga Auto Museum to visit some cars, air craft, 


motorcycles from the James Bond movie franchise 


before they take an overseas trip back to England.  


After this visit, lunch at Biscossi‟s Pizza time was 







in order.  Another small restaurant for some great 


delicious Italian food.  Cars „n Coffee then started 


the end of this month on Saturday.  May was a semi 


quite month with many waiting for the rain to wash 


the salt off the roads, then for the rain to stop to get 


our cars out of storage.  Many cruise nights have 


started as well as many of our members attending.  


Our big event in June was our 44
th


 Annual Car 


Show/Cruise at 3-Rivers Point.  Well over 200 cars 


at this year‟s show, a good number of spectators and 


many happy participants.  Saturday the 17
th


 several 


of us left Car‟s & Coffee to take a short trip to see 


Tractor Joe‟s collection of eclectic items, then to 


Rudy‟s in Oswego for lunch.  After lunch we visited 


Pinto Bill and Mike‟s collections of fine 


automobiles which we indulged in some of Linda‟s 


great homemade cookies.  Then a short drive 


through the back roads of Oswego County brought 


us to Angelo‟s octagon garage with a train style 


turntable floor for his exotic collection of fine 


automobiles. 
 


In July many of us participated in our annual 


Syracuse Mets Baseball evening.  Again, our boys 


won the game in the last inning.  Another first was 


visiting Great Northern Mall to chow down on some 


grub at the Wednesday night Food Truck Rodeo.  


August, we took a trip down to Norwich to the 


Northeast Classic Car Museum and of course a trip 


to Nina‟s Italian eatery for lunch.  This is also the 


month we have our annual club picnic, another 


great turn out with lots of food.  In September many 


of us ventured to downtown Watkins Glen again to 


participate and watch the vintage events for Friday 


morning and afternoon, a few staying for the races 


on Saturday. 


 


Don & Paula Stillwell ventured out again to come 


up with some back road adventures and a story for 


an October Road rally.  This is the month that the 


ladies‟ luncheon on held on the 19
th


 with another 


good turn out with lots of conversation and laughs.  


We started up our seasonal breakfast at Denny‟s this 


month as well.  In November our breakfast crew 


visited The Old Serpico‟s Diner for another great 


breakfast.  Our ladies of the club luncheon took 


them to the Spaghetti Warehouse this time.  Now on 


to December to finish up our yearly activities.  To 


replace our typical Tuesday evening meeting, we 


had our third annual Christmas Gathering which 


was well attended by 70 club members including 


several new members who joined up throughout the 


year.  Ugly Sweater contest, a book reading by our 


resident Christmas book reader, Roseanne, count 


the candy in the jars, food, desserts, and lots of 


laughter.   A great festive time was had by all.  Our 


ladies this month did their time at Twin Trees Rt. 11 


while we again did another breakfast first to finish 


out the year.  A first time visit to Firekeepers 


Restaurant in Nedrow.  Some great food and some 


great conversations were enjoyed by all. 
 


Thanks to all who attended our club events.  The 


cars brought us together, we the people and our 


activities keep us together. 


Mike Mastracco 


 


For Sale 
 


Please send the Editor any car or parts listings 


you have 
 


This is Your Newsletter 
 


Remember, this is your newsletter.  If you have 


something to share (It can be about your car, Fords, 


or anything related to the hobby), send it to Chuck 


Lincoln at lincolncea@gmail.com .  
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SSMC Membership & renewal form 


for 2024 
 


We need an update form for everyone each year! 
 


Membership dues in the Syracuse Shelby Mustang 


Club are $25.00 for the 2024 calendar year and 


include your household family. Make all checks 


payable to the Syracuse Shelby Mustang Club. You 


may pay your dues at an upcoming club meeting or 


send your check and this completed form to:   
 


 Gary Gilbert, Treasurer 


 Syracuse Shelby Mustang Club 


 310 Windebank Lane 


         Minoa, N.Y.    13116 


 garymgilbert@outlook.com  


 


Name: ____________________________________ 


 


Please: Print the month & day  of your birth: 


________________  


(So we can announce in our newsletter) 
 


___ If there are no changes to any information 


listed below, check here and return the form 


only with your name.  
 


Phone:  Home ______________________ 


 


     Cell   ______________________ 


 


Address:  


  


_________________________________________ 


 


___ Check here if you are currently receiving a 


mailed hard copy and now prefer to receive the 


monthly newsletter by email. This will save the club 


both printing and postage costs.    


 


Email address:______________________________ 


 


Club Car Information: Year, make and model 


(Example: ‟67 Ford Mustang) 


 


1. _____________________________________ 


 


2. _____________________________________ 


 


3. _____________________________________ 
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