PASCHAL

ARCHPASTORAL IETTER

OF THE COUNCIL OF BISHOPS OF THE
UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AND THE DIASPORA

Beloved brothers in the Holy Priesthood, dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, faithful of our Ukrainian
Orthodox communities in the United States of America and throughout the Diaspora:

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

With hearts filled with ineffable joy and radiant hope, we greet you on the Great and Glorious Feast
of the Resurrection of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ - the Feast of Feasts and the Triumph of
Triumphs!

On this holy and life-giving day, the Church proclaims to the world that Christ has conquered death,
shattered the gates of Hades, and granted us the promise of eternal life. The empty tomb stands as an
everlasting witness that darkness cannot overcome light, and that love, sacrificial and divine, is stronger
than death itself.

As we prayerfully enter into the mystery of the Resurrection, our minds and hearts are drawn to that
sacred moment when the Risen Lord appeared in the midst of His disciples - those who were fearful,
uncertain, and burdened by the realities of their time. Standing among them, He spoke words that echo
through the centuries and into our present moment: “Peace be with you.”

This peace - the peace of Christ - is not as the world gives. It is not temporary, nor is it dependent upon
the absence of conflict. It is the deep, abiding presence of God within the human heart - a peace that
heals wounds, restores hope, and transforms fear into faith.

Today, humanity stands in desperate need of this divine peace. Our world is wounded by division,
shaken by violence, and burdened by the tragedies of war. The ongoing suffering in Ukraine, the unrest
in the Middle East, and conflicts across the globe reveal not only political and social fractures, but also
a deeper spiritual crisis - a loss of the Christ-centered life rooted in humility, love, and truth.

In place of peace, we too often encounter pride. In place of love, anger. In place of selflessness, a |
consuming pursuit of power and control. \

And yet, in the midst of this brokenness, the Risen Christ continues to stand among us -
quietly, patiently - offering once again His eternal greeting: “Peace be with you.”

Beloved in the Lord, this Paschal message calls each of us not only to receive this peace,
but to become bearers of it - to become peacemakers in a world longing for healing.




In a particular way, we turn our hearts to the youth of our Church - the young souls entrusted to our care,
who are growing and searching for meaning in a complex and often confusing world. They are not only the
future of the Church; they are the living members of the Body of Christ today.

They look to us. They learn not only from what we say, but from how we live. If we desire for them to walk
in the way of Christ, we must first become examples of that way.

Parents, clergy, and all faithful are called to embody lives of faith, morality, and piety - to create homes
and communities where Christ is not only spoken of, but truly present. Our families must become small
domestic churches, places where prayer is lived, forgiveness is practiced, and love is sacrificial.

Let us remember: Our children are in the Church - and they are learning the life in Christ by looking at us.

May we be mindful of our words, our actions, and the witness we offer. For in shaping the next generation,
we participate in the sacred work of God Himself.

On this radiant Feast of Pascha, let us renew our commitment to live as true disciples of the Risen Lord -
rejecting the darkness of sin and division, and embracing the light of peace, reconciliation, and love.

Let us bring the peace of Christ into our homes, our parishes, and our world. Let us become, in truth,
witnesses of the Resurrection.

With heartfelt prayers for each of you, we ask the Risen Lord to bless your families with health, strengthen
you in faith, grant peace to Ukraine and to all suffering lands, and fill your hearts with the unending joy of

His victory over death.

May the light of the Resurrection guide your every step and remind you always that Christ is among us -
now and forever.

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

With archpastoral love in the Risen Lord,

+Antony
Metropolitan of the UOC of the USA and Diaspora

+Jeremiah
Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Eparchy of South America

+Daniel
Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
and Western Europe
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Bosmobneni 6paru y Cesromy CBSIIEHCTBI, Jopori Opath i cectpu y I'ocniozi, BipHI HAIIMX YKPaiHCHKUX
J’ npaBociaBHuX rpoman y Crionmyuenux [lTarax Amepuku Ta B Jliacmopi:

Xpucroc Bockpec! Boictuny Bockpec!

Byay4u cCioBHEHHME HEBUMOBHOI paJI0CTi Ta CBIT/I01 Haii, MU BiTaeMo Bac 13 Bennkim Cesatom Bockpecinus
T'ocniona, Bora i Craca Hamroro Icyca Xpucra - [Ipa3snukom npa3nukis i TopsxecTBOM 13 TopkecTB!

VY 1eii cBATHI 1 )KHBOTBOPHUH JieHb LlepkBa 3Bimae CBITOBI, 110 XPUCTOC NEPEMIT CMEPTH, 3pyHHYBaB
Opamu ajy i 1apyBaB HaM OOITHHITIO BIYHOTO KUTTS. [IoporkHiil rpi0 € BIYHUM CBIIYEHHSAM TOTO, L0
TeMpsBa He MOXe IIEPEMOTTH CBITJIO, a JIF0OOB - )KEPTOBHA 1 O0JKECTBEHHA - CHIIBHIIIA 33 CaMy CMEPTb.

Bxonsau MOJIMTBOIO Y TaiHCTBO BOCKpECIHHS, MU MTOAYMKH 1 CEpILIEM 3BEPTAEMOCS /IO TI€l CBALIEHHOI
muti, komu Bockpecnuii [ocroas 3’sBuBcs cepen CBOIX y4HIB - THX, XTO IlepeOyBaB y CTpaxy,
HEBIIEBHEHOCTI Ta OyB OOTshKEHHH oOCTaBHHAMHU cBOro 4acy. CraBumM mnocepea HUX, BiH mpoMoBuB
CJIOBA, 1110 JIYHAIOTh KPi3b BIKH 1 JO HAIIOro choroAeHHs: «Mup Bam!»

Lleit Mup - Mup XpHUCTOBHIA - HE TaKHii, K 1a€ CBIT. BiH He € TAMYacOBUM 1 HE 3aJI€KUTh B1Jl BIICYTHOCTI
koH(uikTiB. I{e mrboka 1 mocTiliHa MPUCYTHICTH bora B JIIOCHKOMY ceplli - MUP, AKHH 3IUIIOE PaHH,
BIJTHOBIIIOE HAJIIIO 1 IEPEMIHIOE CTpax y Bipy.

CpOrojiHi JIFOCTBO TOCTPO MOTPedye BOro 00XKeCTBEHHOTo MUpY. Harr CBIiT opaHeHui po3IiUIeHHSIM,
CTPUBOXKEHHMH HACHWJIBCTBOM 1 OOTsDKeHHMH TparemisMu BilHM. TpuBarodi cTpakgaHHS B YKpaiHi,
HanpyxeHHss Ha bimspkomy Cxomi Ta KOHQIIKTH 0 BCHOMY CBITY BUSBISIFOTH HE JIMINE MOJTITHYHI
Ta COLIaJbHI TPIIIUHM, ajie ¥ MOy AYXOBHY KpHU3y - BTpaTy >KHUTTS, 30CEpEKEHOro Ha XpHCTI,
YKOPIHEHOTO B CMHUPEHHI, JIFOOOBI Ta iCTHHI. '

3aMiCTh MUPY MH HAJTO YacTO 3yCTPIYaEMO TOPIICTh. 3aMicTh JTIOOOBI - THIB. 3aMiCTh )K€PTOBHOCTI -
BCEIOIVIMHAK0YE MIPArHEHHS BJIAJH Ta KOHTPOJIIO. '

I Bce Xk, cepen 1i€i 3paHeHO] peanbHOCTI, Bockpecnuii XpHCTOC NPOAOBKYE CTOATH CEpeN
HAC - THXO 1 TEPIIEIMBO - 3HOBY Japyrouu CBO€ BiuHe NpuBiTaHHA: «Mup Bam!»

Boszmro6neni y l'ocnioni, e nmacxanabHe MOCTaHHA 3aK/IMKa€ KOXKHOTO 3 HAC He JIUIIe
HPHUHHATHU Liei MHp, ajie # CTaTH HOTO HOCIAMM - CTaTH MUPOMEOPYAMU Y CBITI,
1[0 IparHe 3I(IICHHS.




Oco01HBO 3BEpTaEMO HaIlll cepllst 10 Mool Hamiol L{epkBH - 10 THX MOJOAMX Iy, AKi JOBipeH] HaIIIH
OIIiIIi, SIKi 3pOCTAIOTH 1 IIYKAIOTh CEHC Y CKJIATHOMY Ta YacCTO 3aIUTyTaHOMY CBiTi. BoHM He nHIe MaitOyTHE
IlepkBH; BOHU € )XKUBUMHU WieHaMHu Ti1a XpHCTOBOTO BXKE€ CHOTOIHI.

Bonu nuBnsATHCA Ha Hac. BoHM BYaThCs HE JIMINE 3 HAILIUX CJIIB, aJie i 3 HALIOro JKUTTS. SIKII0 MU Iparaemo,
1100 BOHH HILIH JOPOror0 XpUCTOBOIO, MU CaMi IIOBUHHI CTAaTH MPUKJIAIOM IIi€l TOPOTH.

barpku, TyXOBEHCTBO 1 BC1 BipHI MOKJIMKaH1 BTLTIOBATH KHUTTS BIpH, MOPAJIbHOCTI Ta OJIaro4ects - TBOPUTH
JIOMH 1 TpoMaju, e XpUCTOC HE JIMIIE 3raay€eThes, alie ClpaBdi MpucyTHiNH. Hamn poauHu MaroTh ctaTi
MaJIMMH JIOMalTHIMH [EPKBAMH - MICLIIMH, JI€ )KUBE MOJIUTBA, JI€ IPAKTHKYETHCS MPOIICHH 1 J1e JIF000B €
KEPTOBHOIO.

[Tam’siTaiiMo: Hami JiTH € B L{epkBi - 1 BOHH BYaThCSI )KUTTS Y XPHUCTI, TUBJISTUYUCH HA Hac. ByIbMo yBaKHUMU
JI0 HAIlIMX CJIiB, HAIIMX BYMHKIB 1 TOTO CBIAYEHHS, sike MU aeMo. bo, hopMyroun HacTyIHe MOKOIIHHSA, MU

Oepemo ydacTh y cBaTii npami Camoro bora.

V ueii cBiTimii [Ipa3nuk Ilacxu oHOBIMO Halle IparHeHHs JKUTH SK cIIpaBkH1 yuH1 Bockpecnoro I'ocniona
- BIIKMJAIOYU TEMPSBY I'piXa i pO3IUICHHS Ta MPUIMaIOUH CBITIO MUPY, IPUMHUPEHHS 1 II0OOBI.

[IpuneciMo mup XpHUCTOBMIA y Haum JomH, Hami napadii 1 Ham cBiT. CTaHbMO, BOICTHHY, CBIAKaMH
Bockpecinns.

3 cepAeYHUMH MOJIUTBAMH 32 KOXKHOTO 3 Bac mpocuMo Bockpecioro I'ocnioaa 6:1arocioBUTH Balli poAnHU
30pOB’SIM, YKPIIUTH Bac y Bipi, TapyBaTH MUpP YKpaiHi Ta BCIM CTpaX<ICHHUM HapoJiaM 1 HallOBHUTH Ballli

ceplls HEBracuMOI0 pajicTio loro mepeMoru Haj cMepTIo.

Hexait cBiTii0 BockpeciHHS MpoBaIuTh KOXKEH Balll KPOK 1 Haraaye BaM 3aBx/IH, 0 XPHCTOC cepell Hac -
HUHI 1 IIOBCSAKYAC.

Xpucroc Bockpec! Boictuny Bockpec!

3 apxinacmupcokoro 1106086 10 y Bockpeciomy 1 ocnooi,

+AHTOHIH
Mutpononut Ykpaincekoi [IpaBocnaBnoi Lepksu CLIA 1 [diacnopu

+€Epemisn
Apxienuckon Ykpaincbkoi [IpaBocnaBHoi €mapxii [TiBaeHHO1
Amepuxu

+/lanuina
Apxienuckon Ykpaincbkoi [IpaBocnasuoi Llepksu CILIA
1 3axigHoi €Bponu




