ARCHPASTORAL [ETTER OF THE (COUNCIL OF BISHOPS
OF THE [JKRAINIAN ORTHODOX (CHURCH OF THE [JSA
ON THE OCCASION OF THE

250TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE [JNITED STATES OF AMERICA

July 4, 2026

Beloved Clergy, Monastics, Seminarians, Faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church:
Christ is Among Us!

As the people of the United States of America commemorate the 250th Anniversary of the
, founding of our nation, we, the Council of Bishops of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
USA, join our fellow citizens in offering heartfelt thanksgiving to Almighty God for the blessings

& bestowed upon this land throughout two and a half centuries of history.

This anniversary invites us to reflect not only upon the remarkable achievements of the American people
but also upon the enduring principles that have guided this nation from its earliest days. The Declaration of
Independence, adopted on July 4, 1776, boldly proclaimed that all people are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable rights, among them life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. These words, inspired by a
profound understanding of human dignity and divine providence, have echoed throughout generations and
have inspired countless people around the world who seek freedom, justice, and peace.

D e

The history of the United States is a story of sacrifice, perseverance, and faith. It is a story written by courageous
men and women who believed that liberty carries responsibility and that freedom must be safeguarded by
virtue. George Washington reminded the nation that “religion and morality are indispensable supports” of
political prosperity. John Adams observed that the Constitution was made only for a moral and religious
people. Abraham Lincoln, in one of the darkest moments of our national history, called upon Americans to
remember that this nation was “under God” and dedicated to the proposition that all people are created equal.
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These truths remain as relevant today as they were in the founding era. The strength of America has never rested
solely upon military power, economic success, or technological achievement. Rather, it has been sustained by
the moral character of its people, the vitality of its communities, and the conviction that freedom flourishes
only when rooted in virtue, responsibility, and respect for the dignity of every human person.

As Orthodox Christians, we recognize that authentic freedom is not merely the absence of restraint but the
ability to choose what is good, true, and holy. The Holy Apostle Paul reminds us: “For you were called
to freedom, brethren; only do not use freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one
another” (Galatians 5:13). Our democratic institutions are strengthened when citizens live lives marked by
integrity, compassion, self-sacrifice, and respect for one another.
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As we celebrate this historic milestone, we must also confront the challenges of our own time. We live in an age
marked by polarization, social division, violence, disregard for human life, attacks upon the sanctity of marriage
and family, and growing indifference toward faith and spiritual values. The future strength of our nation will
depend not merely upon legislation or policy but upon the moral renewal of its people. Each generation bears the
sacred responsibility of preserving the principles entrusted to us by those who came before.
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Therefore, while we rightly honor the accomplishments of the past, we must not become prisoners of nos-
talgia. The founders of our nation did not labor and sacrifice so that future generations would simply admire
their achievements. Rather, they entrusted us with the responsibility of carrying forward the ideals of liberty,
justice, equality, and civic virtue. We honor their legacy best when we remain faithful to those principles and
pass them on to our children and grandchildren.
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For the faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, this anniversary carries a particularly profound
meaning. For more than a century, generations of Ukrainian immigrants and their descendants have found
refuge, opportunity, and freedom upon these shores. Here they built churches, established communities, pre-
served their faith, and contributed immeasurably to the life of the American nation.

We are especially grateful to the United States of America for its leadership among the nations of the world
and for its steadfast support of the people of Ukraine during one of the darkest periods in modern history. As
Ukraine continues to endure the horrors of war, the destruction of communities, and the suffering of innocent
people, the assistance provided by the American people has become a powerful witness to the values of jus-
tice, compassion, and solidarity.

The faithful of our Church, many of whom maintain deep ties to their ancestral homeland, offer heartfelt
gratitude to the government and citizens of the United States for standing with the people of Ukraine in their
struggle against aggression and evil. We pray that God will continue to bless all efforts that seek to restore
peace, safeguard human dignity, defend freedom, and establish a just and lasting stability for the people of
Ukraine and for all nations suffering from conflict.

At the same time, we recognize that the future of America and the future of the world depend upon our com-
mitment to peace. Peace is not merely the absence of warj; it is the presence of justice, reconciliation, and
mutual respect. As followers of Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, we are called to become peacemakers in our
homes, communities, workplaces, and nation. The work of building peace begins with the transformation of
the human heart through faith, repentance, and love.

As we enter the next chapter of our national history, let us pray that the United States of America may continue
to serve as a beacon of hope and freedom for people throughout the world. May this nation remain faithful to
its highest ideals and continue to demonstrate that democracy, human dignity, religious liberty, and respect for
the rule of law are blessings worthy of preservation and protection.

We call upon the faithful of our Church and all citizens of goodwill to renew their commitment to public
service, civic responsibility, and Christian witness. Let us be grateful for the sacrifices of our veterans, first
responders, public servants, and all who labor for the common good. Let us strengthen our families, support
our communities, care for the vulnerable, and teach future generations the values that have sustained both our
nation and our faith.

With gratitude to Almighty God for the blessings of the past, with confidence in His providence for the future,
and with unwavering hope in the saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, we offer our prayers for the United
States of America on this historic 250th Anniversary.

May God bless America! May God grant peace, wisdom, and righteousness to the leaders of all nations. And
may the Lord guide us to remain faithful stewards of the freedoms and responsibilities entrusted to us.
Invoking upon all of you the abundant blessings of Almighty God, we remain,

With Archpastoral Love in Christ,

1 Metropolitan Antony
Prime Hierarch of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

t Archbishop Daniel
President of the Consistory and Ruling Hierarch of the Western Eparchy
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

Given at the Spiritual Center of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
South Bound Brook, New Jersey
On the occasion of the 250th Anniversary of the United States of America
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APXITIACTUPCBKE [JOCAAHH 1 COBOPY EIMCKOITB
YKPATHCBKO! [[PABOCAABHOI [[EPKBYM C] A
3 HAroau
250-1 PraHULIT
CrOAY4YEHVX [ [TATIB AMEPVIKM

4 muns 2026 poky

BceuecHOMY JIyXOBEHCTBY, YEPHEIITBY, CEMIHAPHCTAM Ta BIPHUM YKPaiHCBKOT
ITpasocnasuoi [epku CIIIA: Xpucroc nmocepen nac!

V 1ol uac, konu Hapox Crionydenux llITariB AMepuky Bif3Ha4ae 250-Ty piuHHLIO
3acHyBaHHs Hamoi aepxasu, My, Co6op €nmckomnis Ykpaincekoi ITpasocnasnoi Liepksu CILA,
Pa30M i3 HAIIMMH CIIIBIPOMa/IAHAMH ITiTHOCHMO LIHUPY MOAIKY BeceMoryraroMy borosi 3a 6arocioBeHHs,
2 skuMu Bin 061apoByBaB 1[I0 3¢MJIIO IIPOTATOM JIBOX i3 IIOJIOBHHOIO CTOJIITH ii iCTOpII.

Ll piuHMIIS CIIOHYKA€E HAC 3aMHCIIUTUCS HE JIUILIE HaJl BU3HAYHMMH JOCATHEHHAMH aMEPHKaHCHKOTO Hapoay,
ajge # HaJ HENOXUTHUMH NPUHLMIAMM, 5Ki MPOBAIAWIM L0 AEPXKaBy BiJl CaMMX IOYATKIiB il ICHYBaHH:.
Jlexnapanisi He3aleXHOCTi, yXxBaieHa 4 nunHs 1776 poKy, CMUIMBO IPOrolocHia, IO BCi JIIOM HaileHi
cBoiM TBOpIIEM HEBil'€EMHMMH MpaBaMH, Cepell IKMX TPaBO Ha XXHUTTA, CBOOOIY Ta mparHeHHs 1o macts. Lli
CJIOBa, HATXHEHHI IIMOOKHM YCBiZOMIIEHHSM JIIOICHKOI TigHOCTI Ta Boxkoro ITpoBHAIHHSA, JyHaIOTh Kpi3b
TIOKOJIIHHS Ta HAMXaKOTh 6e3/119 JIFo/Iel y BChOMY CBITi, sIKi IParHyTh CBOOOIH, CIIPaBETHBOCTI Ta MHDY.
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Ictopis Cnomydenux IlTaTiB - 1e iCTOpis KEPTOBHOCTI, HamolermHBOCTI Ta Bipu. Lle icTopis, HanucaHa
MY>KHIMHU YOJIOBiKaMM Ta KIHKaMH, SKi BIpHIH, 110 CBOOOIa Hece i3 o600 BiINOBiJaIbHICTh, a CaMa cBoOOIa
IOBMHHA oOepiratucs 4ecHOTow. J[XOop/K BalMHITOH HaragyBaB Hallii, IO «pEJIris i MOPaJIBHICTH €
He3aMiHHHMM OIIOpaMHi» MOJITHYHOTO NpolBiTanHs. [[koH AaMc 3a3Ha4aB, 1o Koncruryuis Gyna ctBopeHa
JIMIIE 71 MOPAIBHOTO # pejiriiHoro Hapoxy. ABpaam JIIHKOIbH, B OIMH i3 HAHTEMHIIIMX MOMEHTIB HAIIOL
HAI[IOHABHOI iCTOPI1, 3aK/IMKAaB aMEPUKAHIIIB [IaM’ATaTH, 110 1151 epkaBa nepedysac «11ig borom» i 3acHoBana
Ha [EPEeKOHaHHI, 10 BC JIFOIU CTBOPEHI PIBHUMH.
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PRadh® utd

L1i icTMHHM 3aIHIIAIOTHCS TAKMMH 5 aKTyaJbHHMH ChOTOJIHI, 5K 1 B 4aCH 3aCHyBaHHs AepxaBu. Cuiia AMEpUKH
HIKOIIM He IPYHTYBAJacs BUKJIIOYHO Ha BiHCHKOBili MOI'yTHOCTI, EKOHOMIYHOMY YCHiXy YM TEXHOJIOITYHHMX
JIOCSATHEHHsAX. BOHAa MiATpMMyBaqacs MOpPAJbHHM XapakTepoM ii Hapoiay, KHTTE3JATHICTIO TpoMax Ta
TIepeKOHAHHAM, IO CBOGOIA MPOLBITAE JIMIIE TOi, KOIM IPYHTYEThCS HA YECHOTI, BiANOBIaJBbHOCTI Ta
MOBa3i J0 T'IHOCTI KOXKHOI JIFOIUHH.
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SIK IpaBOC/IaBHI XpUCTHAHH, MU yCBiIOMIIIOEMO, LIO CIIPaBXKHs CBO0O/1a - II€ He JIMIIE Bi/ICYTHICTH OOMEXCHB,
a 37aTHiCTh 0GMpaTH 106po, icTHHY i cBaTiCTh. CBaTnii Antocton ITasio Haraxye Ham: «JIo cBOGO/IM MOKIMKaHI
BH, GpaTTs; TiNbKM mo6 cBOoGOIA Bamia He Oyia MPUBOAOM JOTOKATH Tily, ajle J0OO0B’I0 CIYXITh OIHH
oxasomy» (T, 5:13). Haimni 1eMOKpaTH4Hi iHCTUTYLIT 3MILHIOKOTHCS TOJ, KO IPOMA/ISHH XKUBYTb y IPaB/,
CIIBYYTTI, )KEPTOBHOCTI Ta B3a€MHiii 11OBa3l.
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Bif3Ha4aouy 11O iCTOPHYHY JaTy, MU MOBHMHHI TaKoX Y€CHO IOAMBHTHCSA Ha BUKJIMKH Hawmoro dacy. Mu
’KHBEMO B €IIOXYy MOJIApU3allii, CyCIIBHOTO IMOJLTY, HACH/IbCTBA, 3HEBArH [0 JIIOCHKOTO XMTTs, NOCAraHb
HA CBATICTh MOAPYOK 1 CiM’i Ta 3pocTarodoi 6aiixyKocCTi 10 BipH i AyXoBHUX IiHHOCTeH. MaiOyTHs cuna
HAIIOT IEP)KABH 3a/Ie)KaTUME HE JIMILE B/l 3aKOHIB YH MOJITHYHHUX PillIeHb, aJIe i BiI MOPAJIBHOTO OHOBJICHH
ii Hapoxy. KoskHe NOKOJTiHHS HECE CBSILEHHUI 000B’ 130K GeperTH MPUHIMITH, IEPEIaH] HaM MONepeHUKAMH.
ToMy, HaJIeXHO BIIAHOBYIOUH JOCSTHEHHSI MHHYJIOTO, MH He IIOBHHHI CTaBaTH 3apyYHHMKaMH HOCTajbrii.
3acCHOBHHKH HAILIOI JeP/KaBU TPYAUJIMCS 1 )KEPTBYBAIN COOOKO HE JUIS TOTO, 100 MaiOyTHI MOKOIIHHS JIHIIe
3aXOILTIOBAIHCA IXHIMH 3100yTKaMy. BOHH TOBIpHIIM HaM BiANIOBIfAIBHICTE IIPOIOBXKYBATH ijieasiu CBOOOH,
Q', CIIpaBeUTMBOCTI, PIBHOCTI Ta TPOMa/SIHCHKOT JoOpodecHOCTi. Halikpale My BIIAHOBYEMO IXHIO CHIaIIIHHY
&+ TOM, KOJH 3aJMIIAE€MOCS BIPHMMH [[MM MPHHIIMIIAM i IEPSAAEMO iX HAIIMM JIITAM Ta OHYKaM.
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Jlns BipHux Vkpaincekoi [IpaBocnasnoi Liepksu CIIIA 1s pigauIist Mae ocobnuse 3HadeHHs. [lonaa cromirrs
TOKOJIIHHS YKPAiHCHKUX IMMITPaHTIB Ta IXHIX HAIIA/KiB 3HAXOIWIN Ha IIUX Oeperax MpHUTYIO0K, MOXIHBOCTI
Ta cBoboay. TyT BoHH OyayBaiu Xpamu, CTBOPIOBAJIM I'POMajH, 30epiraau CBOIO Bipy Ta pOOHIM BaroMui
BHECOK Y JKUTTSI aMEPHKAHCHKOTO HapoIy.

Mu oco6nuso Basuni Crionydenum [lItaram AMepHKH 3a IXHE JIIEPCTBO CEPEl HAPO/IB CBITY Ta HEIIOXHTHY
IiITPUMKY Hapoay YKpaiHH B OAMH i3 HAWTEMHILIMX mepioaiB cydacHoi icropii. Ilokn Ykpaina nponosxye
NEPEXXUBATH XKAXITTS BIHHH, pyHYBaHHS rPOMaJi Ta CTPAXKIAHHS HEBUHHMX JIIOJIEH, J0IIOMOTa aMEPHKAHCHKOTO
Hapo/y CTaJia MOTY)KHUM CBIIYEHHSM LIHHOCTEH CIPaBEUIMBOCTI, CIIIBYYTTS Ta COMIJAPHOCTI.

Bipni Hamoi [{epkBu, Garato 3 skux 30epiraroTh NIHOOKHH 3B’SI30K 31 CBOEKO iCTOPHYHOIO BaThKiBIIMHOLW,
BHUCJIOBJIIOIOTh IMUPY BASAYHICT ypsaoBi Ta rpoMaasHaMm CnomydeHux llITariB 3a miATpHMKY Hapomy
Vkpainu B #oro 60pots0i mpoTu arpecii Ta 3ma. Mu Momumocs, mo6 I'ocnoas 1 Hagami GrarocinoBisB yci
3yCHJUISL, CIPSIMOBAHI Ha BiJHOBJICHHS MHPY, 3aXHCT JIOICHKOI I'THOCTi, 060pOHY CBOOOAM Ta yTBEPKEHHS
CIIPABETMBOTO i TPUBAJIOTO MUY U1 YKpaiHM Ta BCIX HAPOIIB, AKi CTPaXKIarOTh BiJ KOH(IIKTIB.

BoaHouac MH yCBIIOMIIFOEMO, 1110 MaiiOyTHE AMEPHUKH Ta CBITY 3aJI€KUTh BiJl HALIIOI BIIaHOCTI CIIPaBi MUPY.
Mup - 11 He JIMIIE BiJICYTHICTh BIMHU; 1€ IPUCYTHICTH CIIPaBEIJIMBOCTI, IPUMUPEHHA Ta B3a€MHOI IIOBAry.
SIk mocmigoBHUKH XpHCTa, MU MOKJIMKAaHI OyTH MHPOTBOPLSAMH Yy HAaIIUX JIOMIBKaxX, TPOMajiaX, Ha poOo4YMX
MicLX Ta B CycHiibCTBi. Po30ymoBa MUpY MOYHMHAETHCS 3 MPeOOpaXKeHHs JIIOACHKOTO CEpLs 4epe3 Bipy,
NOKAasiHHA Ta TI000B.

BeTynaroun B HOBMiA po3/in icTopii Hamoi aepxasu, monimocs, o6 Crnomydeni [lItatn Amepuku i Haxami
3aJIMIIATCA MasskoM Hajii Ta cBoOOAM s HapoaiB cBiTy. Hexail ms kpaiHa 3aiqMIIaeThCs BIpHOKO CBOIM
HAMBHIINM ifieaiaM i IIPOJOBXKYE CBIAYUTH, IO AEMOKPATis, JIFOAChKa TIHICTh, peliriiHa cBoboa Ta nosara
JI0 BEPXOBEHCTBA TpaBa € O1arocIoBEHHIMH, sKi BapTO OEperTH Ta 3aXUINaTH.

3akiarkaemMo BipHMX Hamiol l[epkBu Ta Bcix mrofei 1oOpoi Bosli OHOBUTH CBOIO BIJJIaHICTh TPOMaACHKOMY
CIIyXIHHIO, TPOMAJSHCBKIM BIIIOBIAQTbHOCTI Ta XPUCTUSAHCBKOMY CBII4eHHIO. bynpMo BIf4HHMH 3a
JKEPTOBHICTh BETEpPaHiB, PATYBAJIBHUKIB, JEPKABHUX CIYXKOOBIIB Ta BCIX, XTO TPYAUTHCA 33Ul CIUIBHOIO
Omara. 3MiIHIOMAMO Hami ¢iM’1, MATPUMYIMO Hall rpoMan, 10aiMOo PO Bpa3IMBUX Ta HaBYaiMO MaiiOyTHI
MOKOJIIHHA I{IHHOCTEH, SKI MATPUMYBAJIU SK HAIly JEpKaBy, TakK 1 HaIly BIpY.

3 BasuHicTIO BcemoryTasoMy Borosi 3a 6y1arociioBeHHst MUHYIOTO, 3 ynioBaHHAM Ha HMoro boxe ITpoBuainus
B MailOyTHHOMY Ta 3 HEMOXHMTHOK HaJi€l0 Ha cracurenbHy Omaromare I'ocnoga Hamoro Icyca Xpwcra,
nigHOCHMMO Hamni MosuTBH 3a Crionydeni IlItatn AMepuku B 10 icTopuuHy 250-Ty piuyHHLIO.

Hexait Bor 6rmarocinosute Amepuky! Hexaii ['ocrions qapye Mup, MyApicTh 1 IpaBeIHICTh IPOBIIHHKAM YCiX
HaponiB. | Hexail Bin qormoMo)ke HaM 3aJIUIIATUCS BIPHHMHU YIIPaBUTEISIMH CBOOOJ 1 BIATIOBIAANIBHOCTI, SIKi
Oys HaM JTOBIpEHI.

3aKJIMKaIOuu Ha BCiX Bac pACHI OimarociioBeHHs BecemorytHboro bora, 3anumaeMocs
3 apxinacTHPCHKOIO TH000B’ 10 y XpHCTI,

+ MuTpOonoJuT AHTOHIM
[Ipencrosrens Ykpaincekoi [IpaBocnaBroi Llepksu CIITA

T Apxienuckon Januin
TonmoBa Koncucropii ta ITpaBmstunii Apxiepeit 3axigHoi €mapxii
VYkpaincekoi [IpaBocnasnoi Llepksu CLIA
V Hano & [dyxoenomy Llenmpi Vrpaincokoi Ilpasocarasnoi Llepxeu CLIA
Caym-bayno-bpyk, Hvio-/ocepci

3 nazoou 250-i pivnuyi Cnonyvenux Lllmamis Amepuku
4 nunns 2026 poky
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