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NaTIVITY OF OUR LORD GREETING

OF THE COUNCIL OF BISHOPS OF THE UKRaInIan
ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USA danbD DIdSPORA

Beloved Clergy, Monastics, and Faithful Children in the Lord: Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

In the stillness of the holy night of Bethlehem, heaven bent toward the earth, and the Infinite became an
Infant. The Creator of the universe took on flesh and was laid not in a palace, but in a humble manger. The
One whom all the angels adore came to us clothed not in majesty, but in meekness. This is the great wonder
of Christmas: God becomes man so that humanity may become radiant with God.

In a world intoxicated by noise, power, and pride, the Nativity proclaims a truth that overturns every human
expectation: The Almighty enters history not with armies, but with the cry of a newborn Child! The King of
Glory comes not to be served, but to serve! The Lord of Hosts conquers not by the sword, but by sacrificial
love.

The cave of Bethlehem becomes the throne of humility. The manger becomes the altar of hope. The light of
the Star becomes the path that leads the searching heart to God.

This year, the message of Christmas is especially urgent. Across the world - and most painfully in Ukraine
- darkness seeks to choke the human spirit. War, violence, injustice, and fear tear at the fabric of daily life.
Families are separated. Homes destroyed. Children endure trauma and terror. Innocent lives are lost.

Yet on this day, the Church proclaims the eternal Gospel: “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it.” (John 1:5)

Christ comes precisely into such places - into the brokenness of human history, into the wounded corners
of the human heart. He is Emmanuel, God with us - not far, not distant, not indifferent, but present in every
tear, every prayer, every struggle, and every act of mercy.

Beloved, Christmas is not merely a feast we remember - it is a mystery we live. Every act of compassion
becomes a Bethlehem. Every word of forgiveness becomes a star over the manger. Every gift to the poor
becomes gold, frankincense, and myrrh offered to Christ.

Our parishes, clergy, faithful, youth, and children have responded with extraordinary generosity during
these years of hardship: supporting orphanages and hospitals, feeding the hungry, assisting refugees, com-
forting soldiers, and sustaining the wounded people of Ukraine through compassionate action.

As your archpastors, we behold in your kindness the living continuation of the miracle of Bethlehem.
For truly, as St. John Chrysostom teaches: “If you cannot find Christ in the beggar at the church door, you
will not find Him in the chalice.”



And as St. Basil the Great reminds us: “The bread you store belongs to the hungry; the cloak in your
closet belongs to the naked.”

The way of Christ is the way of humility. He calls us to descend, not to rise; to serve, not to be served;
to bring peace, not division; to bear one another’s burdens, not to ignore them.

Let us remember that the true Christmas gift is the offering of ourselves in love. For the Child born in
Bethlehem will one day stretch His arms upon the Cross - and His manger and Cross together reveal the

full measure of God’s infinite love.

To our beloved clergy: May the Christ Child renew your strength, deepen your compassion, and fill your
ministry with the joy of His presence.

To our faithful families: May your homes be warmed by the peace of the newborn Messiah and strength-
ened by prayer, unity, and love.

To those who are suffering, lonely, or grieving: The Child of Bethlehem enters your sorrow with tender-
ness. You are not forgotten. God is with you.

To the defenders of Ukraine, the wounded, the displaced, and the grieving: We lift you before Christ, the
Prince of Peace, with love, respect, and unceasing prayer.

To the children - the joy of the Church: May the Star of Bethlehem shine upon your hearts, guiding you
always toward Christ.

Beloved in Christ, let the Holy Nativity fill your hearts with awe, your homes with peace,
and your lives with the light that no darkness can overcome.

May the humility of Bethlehem inspire you. May the peace of the angels strengthen you. May the love
of Christ transform you.

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
With Archpastoral Blessings and Love in the Newborn Savior,

+ Antony
Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and Diaspora

tJeremiah
Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Eparchy of South America

+ Daniel e
Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and Western Europe ;@
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PI3JIBIHE TTPUBITAHHYI
COBOPY €IIUCKOINB YKPAIHCHKOI
[1PABOCJIABHOI LIEPKBYU CLIA [ J1aCIIOPK

Boszmobneni y Xpucmi oyxoeencmeo, uyenyi ma mupsnu: Xpucmoc Hapoosxcyemocs! Crasivo Hoeo!

V Tumi cBaToi Hovi Budneemy He6o cxunnnocs 10 3emii, i beamexxnuii craB Hemosmsim. TBopels BcecBiTy
NPHIAHSB JIFOJICHKE TiJIO 1 OyB MOKIIaIeHU# He B naaili, a B ydorux sciax. Toii, Koro mokjnoHsr0TECs aHrels,
NPHIAIOB JI0 HAC He B MMHIITHOCTI, a B 1arigHocTi. Lle Bemmke auBo Pizasa: bor crae moauHOR0, 00 TH0ACTBO
MOITIO 3acssiTd boroM.

V ¢BIiTI, I’ SHEHOMY LIIyMOM, BJIAJIOKO i TOpMHE0, Pi3BO MpOrosomnIye iCTHHY, IO epeBepTac BCi JIFOICHKI
ysBJICHHS: BCeMOryTHiil BXOIUTH B iCTOpIIO HE 3 apMisiMH, a 3 IUIa4eM HOBOHapo/ukeHoi Jlutunu! Ilap
CaBu IPUXOIUTH He JUIS TOTO, 1100 MomMy cirysxunm, a mob ciryxutu! ['ocnoas Cuin nepemarae He MedeM,
a )KepTOBHOIO JTIFOO0B’10.

BudrieeMcbka 1edepa ctae mpecToiioM Mmokopu. Slcna - sxeproBHHKOM Hafii. CBiTio 3opi - J0pororo, sika
BeJie IIyKatoue cepiie 10 bora.

L5010 poKy pi3aBsiHE MOCIIAHHS 0COOIHBO HaraabHe. [1o BCchoMy CBiTY - 1 Haifboumtodilne B YKpaiHi - TeMpsiBa
HAMAaraeTbCs 3aQyIINTH JIIOACHKUM ayX. BiliHa, HACHIBCTBO, HECHPABEIIHMBICTH 1 CTpaX pPO3pHBAIOTh
TKaHHHY IIOJEHHOTO HUTTs. Pouau po3iydeHi. JlomiBku 3pyiitHOBaHi. JliTH IepeKMBalOTh TPABMH 1 JKaxXH.
HeBuHHI XUTTS BTpayeHo.

Ta croromni IlepkBa mporosnomrye Biyne €Banrenie: «CBITIO y TeMpsiBi CBITHTh, 1 TeMpsiBa HOro He
oropuynax. (leana 1:5)

XPpHCTOC MPUXOIMTH CaMe B TaKi MICIIS - Y 371aMaHICTh JIFOICHKOI iCTOPil, y MOpaHeHi KyTOYKH JIFOICBKOTO
cepus. Bin € Emmanyin, Bor i3 Hamu - He fanekuii, He BiACYTHIH, He OalTyKui, ane NpUCYTHIN y KOXKHIH
CIIBO31, KOXKHIM MOJUTBI, KOXHii 60pOTHOI Ta KOXXHOMY aKTi MUJIOCEP/ISL.

Bosmo6neni, Pi3aBo - 11e He MPOCTO CBSATO, SIKE MU 3raJlyeEMO, - II€ TalHCTBO, K€ MH >kuBeMo. KoxeH akr
CIiBYyTTS cTac HOBUM Budeemom. KoxHe cii0Bo mpoieHHs - 30pero Hax sciamu. Koxen gap GigHuM -
30JI0TOM, JIAJJAHOM 1 CMUPHOIO It XpHUCTa.

Hami mapadii, qyXOBEHCTBO, Bipyrodi, MOJIOAB 1 JiTH 3 HAI3BHYAHHOIO INEIPICTIO BIANIOBLIM B POKH

CTpaXIaHb - MIATPUMYIOUH AWUTOYIMHKH ¥ JIiKapHi, TOJYBaBIIM TOJOJHUX, JONOMArarodu OKEHIIM,
BTIIIAIOYM BOIHIB, MATPHMYIOYH 3paHEHHN YKPATHCHKUH HApO TisIMHU JIFOOO0BI.

SIk Bammi apxumacTHpi, MH OAUKMO Y Balliii T0OPOTI XKHUBE MPOIOBKEHHS dyna Budneemy.



Bo, sk HaBuae cBsaTHit [oan 3010TOYCTHIA: « K1Yy0 mu He 3HaxoOuw Xpucma 6 dcedpakosi 0ins yepkoeHux
oeepeii, mo He 3Hatioew Hozo i 6 Yawtiy.

A cBatuii Bacumit Benukuit Haranye: «Xni6, skuit mu 30epieacut, Hanexcums 20N100HOMY, 0052, WO
sucumnv y meoitl wiagi, Hanedcums Ha2omy».

Jlopora Xpucra - 11e gjopora cMUpeHHs. BiH KJInde Hac CXOJWTH BHH3, a HE IiTHIMATHUCS; CIY)XUTH, a
HE BEMAraTd CIIy)XiHHS; IPHHOCHTH MHD, a He MOJLT; HOCHTH TATapi OIHe OJTHOTO, a He iIrHOPYBAaTH iX.
[Tam’sTaiiMo: cripaBXHIN pi3ABIHUIA Jap - 1€ AapyBaHHs ceOe B mobosi. bo Hemosis, Hapomkene y
Budeemi, oqroro aust mpoctsrae CBoi pyku Ha XpecTi - 1 sicyia Ta XpecT pa3oM BiAKPHUBAIOTH TOBHOTY
Boxxoi 6e3MexHO1 JTF000BI.

Hawomy ynmobnenomy oyxoeencmsy: Hexait BoroHeMoBiiss OHOBHTH Ballly CHIy, NONIMOMTH Balle
CITIBYYTTS 1 HATOBHUTH Ballle CITY)XiHHS pamicTio CBO€ET MPHCYTHOCTI.

Hawum poounam: Hexait mup HoBoHapomkeHOTo Mecii 3irpie Barii JOMiBKHY Ta 3MIITHATH IX MOJTUTBOIO,
€JTHICTIO 1 TI0O0B’10.

Tum, xmo cmpaxcoae, camomuiti 4u 6 ckopbomi: Jlnts Budneemy BXoauTs y Bai Oilb 3 HDKHICTIO. Bu
He 3a0yTi. bor i3 Bamu.

3axucnuxam Vrpainu, nopanenum, nepecenenum i ckopoomuum: I1iTHOCUMO Bac y MOJMTBI 10 XpHCTa,
Kus13s1 Mupy, 3 1000B’10, IOBaroro i HenepeCcTaHHOK MOJIUTBOO.

Himsam - paoocmi I]epxeu: Hexait Budieemcbka 30pst CBITHTD Y BalllUX CEPIX, BEIyYH BaC 3aBKIH 10
Xpucra.

Bo3mobneni y Xpucri, Hexaii CBsite Pi31Bo HallOBHUTS Ballli CepIis TPENETOM, Ballli JIOMiBKH - MHPOM,
a Ballle XXUTTS - CBITJIOM, SIKE JKO/IHA TEMpsIBa HE 37I0J1ae.

Hexait cmupenns Buduieemy Hamuxae Bac. Hexaii mup anreniB 3MinHioe Bac. Hexaii o608 Xpucra
npeoOpaxkae Bac.

Xpucroc Hapoxxkyernes! Crasimo Horo!
3 apxinmacTUpPCHKHMHU 0J1arocI0BEeHHSIMHE Ta JIto00B 10 B HoBoHapomkeHomy Criacurerni,
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