N ‘»Statement of the Council of Bishops of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and Diaspora
on the occasion of the

35T ANNIVERSARY

of the

INDEPERNDENCE OF UKRAINE

To the Reverend Clergy and Faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the United States of America and Diaspora, and to all people of goodwill:

VN With profound gratitude to Almighty God, the Council of Bishops of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the USA and Diaspora joins the people of Ukraine and Ukrainians throughout the world in
commemorating the 35th anniversary of the restoration of Ukraine’s independence, proclaimed on August
24, 1991. This historic day marked not merely the rebirth of a sovereign state, but the renewal of a
people’s God-given right to live in freedom, preserve their faith, safeguard their cultural heritage, and
shape their future according to the principles of truth, justice, and human dignity.

This anniversary carries particular significance as our nation in the United States celebrates the 250th
anniversary of American independence. Though separated by history and circumstance, both nations
bear witness to the enduring truth that freedom is never inherited without sacrifice, nor preserved without
courage. The United States became a beacon of liberty through the steadfast commitment of those who
believed that human dignity is rooted in the Creator. Ukraine likewise continues its own journey of
defending these same sacred principles, demonstrating to the world that freedom is both a gift from God
and a solemn responsibility entrusted to every generation.

For well over a century, Ukrainian Americans have faithfully nurtured the spiritual, cultural, and national
identity of their ancestral homeland while contributing with gratitude and loyalty to the life of the United
States. Through the vision and sacrifice of clergy, community leaders, educators, veterans, scholars, and
countless faithful families, our communities have preserved the Ukrainian language, traditions, Christian
faith, and historical memory. Today, that same spirit continues as Ukrainian Americans tirelessly support
humanitarian relief, advocate for justice, welcome refugees, and stand beside the courageous men and
women of the Armed Forces of Ukraine who defend not only their homeland but the fundamental values
of freedom and human dignity.

As Orthodox Christians, we recognize that the strength of Ukraine has always been rooted not merely in
its borders but in its spiritual inheritance. From the Holy Baptism of Kyivan Rus’, through the witness
of saints, hierarchs, monastics, clergy, fathers and mothers, and faithful believers across the centuries,
generations have been formed in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Their lives remind us that authentic patriotism
is inseparable from holiness, that love for one’s homeland is expressed through sacrificial service, and
that every Christian bears responsibility for the welfare of both neighbor and nation.

Today, however, this celebration is tempered by sorrow. For more than four years, the people of Ukraine
have continued to endure the devastating consequences of Russia’s brutal and unjust invasion. Countless




lives have been lost, families have been separated, cities and villages have been destroyed, and millions
continue to carry the wounds of war in body, mind, and spirit. Yet amid unimaginable suffering, the
Ukrainian people remain steadfast in faith and hope. We also express our profound gratitude to the
nations, communities, churches, humanitarian organizations, and countless friends throughout the
world whose generosity, prayers, and unwavering solidarity continue to sustain the people of Ukraine
during this darkest chapter of its modern history.

As we commemorate this sacred anniversary, we also recognize that the story of Ukraine is not lived
in isolation. Across the nations of Western Europe, Australia, North and South America, generations
of Ukrainians have established vibrant communities that preserve the Orthodox Christian faith, and
the rich spiritual and cultural heritage of their ancestors. United by prayer, historical memory, and
a common calling to serve God and neighbor, these communities continue to share in the joys and
sorrows of the Ukrainian people. Together, they bear witness that the bonds of faith, compassion, and
mutual responsibility transcend national borders, reminding us that the suffering of one people becomes
the concern of all who seek truth, justice, peace, and the God-given dignity of every human person.

As the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the United States of America and Diaspora, we reaffirm our
unwavering commitment to pray, to serve, and to stand with the suffering. We call upon our clergy and
faithful to continue supporting humanitarian ministries, caring for refugees, comforting the grieving,
advocating for peace founded upon justice, and remaining faithful witnesses to the Gospel of Christ,
who alone grants a peace the world cannot give.

On this sacred anniversary, let us pray that the Lord will strengthen the defenders of Ukraine, comfort
every family mourning the loss of loved ones, heal the wounded, protect the innocent, and grant wisdom
to all who bear responsibility for the future of nations. May He bless the people of Ukraine with a just
and lasting peace, preserve the unity of its people, and grant that future generations may live in freedom,
dignity, and faith.

Through the prayers of the Most Holy Birth-Giver of God, the Holy Equal-to-the-Apostles Prince
Volodymyr and Princess Olha, and all the saints of the land of Ukraine, may the Lord bless and strengthen
all people who labor for truth, justice, peace, and reconciliation.

+Antony
Metropolitan of the UOC of the USA and Diaspora

+Jeremiah
Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Eparchy of South America

+Daniel
Archbishop of the UOC of the USA and Diaspora




3Bepuenns Cobopy €nuckoniB YkpaiHCHKO1
IMpaBocnasuoi lepkeu CIIA Ta liacnopu
3 Haroau

35-1 PIYHMILL
HESAAEZKKHOCTI YKPATHM

Bceuecnomy oyxoeencmay ma gipnum Yxpaincokoi Ilpasocnasnoi Llepkeu CIIIA
ma [iacnopu, a maxooic ycim 100am 006poi 8oni:

V'V 3 mmbokoro BasuHicTIo BeemoryTHhoMy Borosi Co6op €muickomnis Yipaincbkoi [IpaBociaBHOi
LlepkBu CIIA Ta JliBcriopH €IHA€ThCA 3 HAPOAOM YKpaiHH Ta YKpAiHLSIMH II0 BChOMY CBITY Yy
BiJI3HAYEHHI 35-1 pIYHHUII BiTHOBJICHHS HE3aJIeKHOCTI YKpainu, nporoyonienoi 24 cepnus 1991 poxky. Lei
ICTOPUYHUI JIeHb CTaB HE JIUIIE BiAPOKEHHSAM CyBEPEHHOI Jiep>KaBH, ajie i BIAHOBIECHHAM JapOBaHOIO
borom npaBa Hapomy XHTH Y CBOOO/Ii, 30epiraTi CBOIO Bipy, IUIEKAaTH KyJIbTYPHY CHAaIIIMHY Ta OyayBaTH
MaiiOyTHE Ha 3acaliaX IpaBIH, CIPaBETMBOCTI U T1HOCTI JIIOACHKOI 0COOH.

L piunuis HabyBae 0COOGIMBOro 3Ha4eHHs IIe H Tomy, 1o nporo poky Crnomydeni llltatn AMepuku
BII3Ha4a0Th 250-Ty pIYHHUIIIO CBOET HE3ATIEKHOCTI. X04a iICTOPHYHI 00CTABHHH HAIIMX HAPO/IIB € PI3HUMH,
00H/IBI IepKaBH CBIYaTh PO HE3MIHHY ICTHHY: CBOOO/Ia HIKOJIM He 37100yBaeThesl 63 aKEPTOBHOCTI 1 HE
30epiraeTbes 6e3 MyxHocTi. Crionydeni IlITati cTamu MasikoM CBOOOIH 3aBISKH HEIIOXUTHIH BiAJIaHOCTI
THX, XTO BIpHB, IO JIFOJCHKA TiAHICTH Oepe cBiii mouatok y Camomy TBopueBi. YkpaiHa K i CbOTOIHI
HPOIOBXKYE CBIM MUIAX 3aXKCTY IIUX CAMHX CBSILICHHUX IPHHIHIIIB, CBIIYa4y [epe]] CBITOM, 10 cBOOOAa
€ BOJIHOYAC BOXXUM apoM 1 BEMKOIO BiIOBIIAJIbHICTIO, HOKIAAEHO Ha KOXKHE TIOKOJIIHHS.

IMonax cromiTrs ykpaiHii AMepUKH I0aiIMBO 30epiraloTh IyXOBHY, KYJIbTypHY Ta HalllOHAJbHY
CMaIIIMHY CBOE€T icTOpHYHOI BaThKIBIIMHK, BOOHOYAC 13 BASYHICTIO Ta BIIIAHICTIO pOOJIAYH BaroMui
BHECOK y XHTTA Cnonydenux IltariB AMepuku. 3aBOsSKH J>KEPTOBHOMY CIY)XKIHHIO JYXOBEHCTBA,
IPOMAJICHKUX Jis9iB, OCBITSH, BETEpaHiB, HAYKOBIIIB Ta HE3TIYEHHUX YKPAIHCHKHUX POJMH Hallll FpoMaju
30epenn yKpaiHChKy MOBY, TPaJIuIlii, XPUCTHSHCHKY Bipy Ta iCTOpHYHY IaM’aTh. ChOTO/HI LI caMMi
IyX TPOIOBXKYE KUTH Y HEBTOMHIN T'yMaHITapHii JOMOMO31, 3aXUCTi MPaBIH, MIATPUMII BUMYIIEHHX
TiepeceieHIliB Ta y COMIapHOCTI 3 MyXKHIMH BOIHAMH 1 3aXUCHUKaMH YKpaiHH, Kl OOPOHATH HE JIUIIE
CBOIO JIEPKaBYy, aJie M 3arajbHOMOACHKI IHHOCTI CBOOO/IH, CIIPABEITHMBOCTI Ta JIFOACHKOI T1JHOCTI.

SIk mpaBOC/IaBHI XPUCTHSHH, MH YCBIJOMIIIOEMO, LIO CHJIa YKpaiHM 3aBXIH IOJIArajga He JHIIE B ii
JIeEpXKaBHUX KOPJOHAX, ajie MmepeayciM y ii ayxoBHii cnaaumHi. Bin Xpemenns Kuiscekoi Pyci, uepes
IIOJBUI' CBATHX, CBATHUTENIB, NPENOIOOHHUX, IYXOBEHCTBA, OATHKIB 1 MaTepiB, a TaKOX HE3TIYEHHHX
HOKOJTiHb BIPHUX, YKPAiHCHKHI HAapoJ BUXOBYBaBcs y cBiTIi €BaHreinis 'ocnona Hamoro Icyca Xpucra.
IxHiit mpukIan Haragye HaM, IO CIIPABXKHiM MAaTPIOTH3M HEPO3PHBHO IIOB’S3aHMIT 31 CBATICTIO JKHTTA,
110 JIF000B /10 BaThKiBIIMHU BUSBIISETHCS YEpe3 KEPTOBHE CIIYKIHHA OIMKHBOMY, a KOXKEH XPUCTHAHUH
MOKJIMKAHWIM HECTH BIIOBIIAJIBHICTD 32 J0OPOOYT CBOro HAapoAy 1 CBOET 3eMIIl.

OnHak HpOropiyHe CBATKYBAaHHSA 3aTbMapeHe NIHOOKHM 0oJieM. Yike IoHa] YOTHPH POKU Hapo YKpaiHu
HEepeXXUBa€ PyHWHIBHI HACIIIKH JKOPCTOKOI Ta HECHpaBeIMBOI POCIHCBKOI arpecii. besmiu IroachKux




JKUTTIB GyJI0 BTpadeHo, POIMHM PO3/liieHi, MicTa i celia 3pyiiHOBaHi, a MilbHOHH JIIO/IeH HECY T Ha co0i
paHu BiliHY - TiIECHI, AyLeBHi Ta TyxoBHi. ITorpu 1e, yKpaiHCbKHil HAPO/ 3ATHIIAETECA HEIOXUTHUM
y CBOiii Bipi Ta Ha/1ii. MH TakoX BUCIOBITIOEMO IIHPY BIAAYHICTH HAPOJAM CBITY, ACP)KaBaM, IEPKOBHUM
rpoMajaM, TyMaHiTApHUM OpraHi3auisM i He3NiYeHHHM Jpy3saM YKpaiHu, sKi CBOEI JKEPTOBHICTIO,
MOJIATBAMH Ta HEMOXMTHOIO MiATPHMKOI JOMOMArafoTh yKPaiHCEKOMY HapOJIOBi IEPEXUTH e
HaWTEMHIIINIA TIEpi0/] HOBITHBO] ICTOPII.

BiA3HA4alouM 1[I0 CBANICHHY PIiYHHUIO, MU YCBIJOMIIOEMO, WIO icTOpis Ykpainu Hikonnm He Oyna

icropieio i3omp0oBaHOrO Hapomy. Y kpainax 3aximgHoi €Bponm, Asctpanii, IliBniunoi ta IliBaenHoi

AMEPHKH MOKOIHHS YKPAiHI[iB CTBOPHIIM XHBI TPOMaIH, sKi 30epiraioTh MpaBoCIaBHy Bipy Ta barary

JlyXOBHY # KyJBTYpHy CHaAlMHy CBOiX npeakiB. O6’€[HaHi MOJIMTBOIO, iCTOPHYHOKO MaM’ATTIO Ta

CITTBHAM MOKTMKAHHAM CITY>KMTH BOroBi it 61IHXHBOMY, Ii TPOMa/Ii PO3/ALIAIOTH PAJIOIL i CTPaXKAAHHS

YKpaiHChKOro Hapojty. Pa3oM BOHHM CBif4aTh, 110 Y3H BipH, CIIBUYTTS Ta B3a€MHOI Bi/INOBIJAILHOCTI HE
3HAIOTh JEPXKABHUX KOPJOHIB, HAra[yIO4l BCbOMY CBITOBi: Gilb OTHOTO HAPOY CTA€ CIiIBHUM OoeM

yciX, XTO mparHe Tpasay, CIPABEIMBOCT], MUPY Ta MOIIAHH 0 1apoBaHOi BOrom rigHOCTI KOXHOI

JIFOIUHH.

Sk Yxpainceka [TpaBocnasua [{epksa CIIIA Ta Jliacnopu, My 3HOBY MATBEPDKY€EMO HALIy HEIIOXHTHY
FOTOBHICTh MOJIHTHCS, CIYKMTH Ta OyTH TOpYY i3 THMH, XTO CTpa)kaae. 3aKIHMKAEMO JTyXOBEHCTBO i
BIpHMX [POJIOBKYBATH ITi ITPUMYBATH I'yMaHITapHi iHIL[IaTHBH, I0IIOMAraTi BUMYIICHHM IIEPECENICHIISM,
yTilaT# ckOpGOTHUX, CBIAYMTH IIPO NPABIy, BiZCTOIOBATH MHp, 3aCHOBaHMii Ha CIPAaBEUIMBOCTI, Ta
3aJIMIIaTHCS BipHUMH cBifkamu €Banrenist XpructoBoro - Toro, XTo ouH Japye MUp, IKOTO CBIT aTH
HE MOXe.

V el cBATHIT AeHb MoiMocs, 11106 [0Crob YKPINKB 3aXUCHHUKIB 1 3aXMCHULB YKPAiHH, yTiIIHUB YCiX,
XTO OIUIaKy€ CBOIX PiJHMX, 3LUUIMB NMOpAaHEHHX, 0OepiraB HEBUHHHMX Ta JapyBaB MyJAPICThb yCiM, Ha
KOTO TIOKJIAJIeHa BiIOBIJATBHICTE 3a MaiOyTHe Hapoai. Hexaii GnarocnoButs I'ocnons ykpaiHCEKUi
HApOJI CTIPAaBE/TMBUM i TPUBATMM MUPOM, 30epexe €HICTh YKpaiHHu Ta Jlapye MaiOyTHIM MOKOJTIHHSM
MO>JIUBICTB )XMTH y CBOOO/II, T1JTHOCTI Ta Bipi.

Mosnutsamu Ipecssroi Biaauunni Hamoi boropoauii, ¢BATOro piBHOAMOCTOIBHOTO BEIUKOTO KHS35

BononuMupa, cBATOi PiBHOANOCTONbHOI KHATHHI OJBrM Ta BCIX CBATUX 3€MJl YKPAiHCBHKOI Hexai

Tocnons GnarocnoBuTs YkpaiHy Ta yKpilHTh YCiX JTIofei 100poi Bomi, AKi TPYAATHCs 3aUlsl TPaBAy,
CHpaBEATUBOCTI 1 MUPY.

+AHTOHIHT
Mumpononum Yxpaincekoi I[Ipasocnaenoi Llepxeu CILA i [iacnopu

+Epemis
Apxienuckon Ykpaincokoi Ilpasocnasnoi €napxii ITiedennoi Amepuxu

+JlaHuiga
Apxienuckon Vrpaincwvkoi Ilpasocnasnoi Llepxeu CILIA i [iacnopu



