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Our Story

Strong communities are tapestries woven from the strands of the individual
groups which compose them. Each strand must be stable on its own and
able to support the strands around it to add to the strength and beauty of the
tapestry. When we look at the tapestry of the Reno/Sparks area, we see a
rich tapestry but one which lacks a vibrant Black community. While our
community is strong, it could be stronger and more connected to other
communities in the area. Looking forward, we will be focused on building
infrastructure and community connections. We focus on building strong
collaborations, long-term community investment, and social investment.
This includes working jointly with other entities who share our belief in a
united community, building a community resource center and creative
space, supporting social and artistic programs for community enrichment,
and programming aimed at strengthening the Black community and
enriching our area. The Black community in the Reno/Sparks region has a
range of issues that hinder its ability to be a strong part of the tapestry in
Northern Nevada. In response to this acknowledgment of our community’s
standing, community members from Reno and Sparks came together with
their ideas of how best to serve our community. These ideas were combined
to create the Black Community Collective. The BCC is an institution
designed to anchor the Black community and channel the resources and
opportunities needed to support the community and build connections

outside of our community. We believe that we are stronger together.
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The Black Community Collective (BCC) is committed to building a more just and equitable

Nevada. We recognize the history of oppression that has resulted in ongoing disparities for
some communities, as well as the limitations of a nonprofit framework to address them. Yet,
we are building a powerful network of organizations and change agents with an opportunity

before us to create positive systemic change. We believe that nonprofits that prioritize
engaging diverse perspectives and evolve to be inclusive, and behave equitably can have
profound impacts on society.

The BCC is committed to transforming each aspect of our organization by confronting our own
biases and operationalizing our values. We know that intention alone will not change things.
To this work, we bring the successes and mistakes of our own continuing efforts in the
direction towards equity. The mission and vision we hold for enriching the lives of Black
people in Nevada, move us to directly challenge ourselves and to deconstruct frameworks of
oppression while building opportunities for learning, change and accountability.

We know this work is urgent, and we will always be learning.
We will make mistakes and own our responsibility for
corrective action.

:’*// | \j — Our efforts will be
" tireless, and we will

not stop. The BCC is
P committed to our own
equity journey, the
diversity of our
Executive Board and
the broader nonprofit
community as change

' agents that contribute
to an inclusive and

equitable Nevada that

champions our rich
diversity.
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