
 

 
METHODS USED AT WESTERN LABORATORIES FOR PLANTS 

Parameter Units Method-
Number Methods 

Nitrates – NO3 ppm P-3.10 2% Acetic Acid – *FIA 
Total Nitrogen % P-2.20 Elementar Total Combustion 
Dry Matter % P-1.10 Muffle Furnace 
Total Carbon % 522 Elementar Total Combustion 
Phosphorus % P-4.20 Nitric Acid Digestion 
Potassium % P-4.20 Nitric Acid Digestion 
Calcium % P-4.20 Nitric Acid Digestion 
Magnesium % P-4.20 Nitric Acid Digestion 
Sodium % P-4.20 Nitric Acid Digestion 
Zinc ppm P-4.20 Nitric Acid Digestion 
Iron ppm P-4.20 Nitric Acid Digestion 
Manganese ppm P-4.20 Nitric Acid Digestion 
Copper ppm P-4.20 Nitric Acid Digestion 
Sulfur % P-4.20 Nitric Acid Digestion 
Boron ppm P-4.20 Nitric Acid Digestion 
Chlorides ppm P-3.10 2% Acetic Acid - *FIA 

*FIA - Flow Injection Analysis **ICP – Inductive Coupled Plasma ***DTPA – Diethylenetriaminepentaacatic acid 
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