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rounding communities. Their being together prov
mtroducﬁor'l as they faced many unbelievers in their towns :
After the twelve disCIpIES Mary, the mother Qf Je‘g_'JS. and the others Who have good relationships with other believers and
were in the Upper Room (about 120 people) received the baptism of e 3. Breaking of Bread: Breaking of bread speaks of intimacy amor
Holy Ghost, the Church began to grow. Peter héd preached, and abouyt lievers. The early believers came together regularly anc t fr !
three thousand souls were added to the Chyrch. Not everyone was happy house having fellowship, which included SitJt!ﬂg down tox
about this new church, so they faced opposition from many areas, know one another, and eating together. As believers, they :
to know them that labor among them and esteem then y hig o\
"""" or their work 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13). They also came together

lg's Supper as Jesus had commanded them to do.
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Central Verse
«Then Peter, filled with the Hol
y

“Then Peter, filled with the Hcll' " Said ihto them. 'R '
Ghost, said unto them, Y rulers of 4 ,‘Rulers ang gy "
h eople, and elders of Israel, if we of our people, we are being ¢ -
the peop'e; 4 deed tioned today because we'ye dques.

mined of goo
tent man, by

hole.”
Acts 4:8-9, K3V

good deed for a crippled mam-c:.ne 3

this day be exa
Acts 4:3.
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done to the impo
means heis made Wi

what

Key Terms

Jewish Council—This was the highest Jewish court and legislative p,
during the time of Jesus. It was Composegd
of

in ancient Israel, particularly :
71 members, including priests, elders, and scribes, and was responsible ¢
or

interpreting and applying Jewish law, as well as handling both religious

civil matters. and
Incarcerated
Enslaved—Held involunta
to work without pay for the pro
Propaganda—An organized sprea

—Confined in a jail or prison.
rily and forced under threat of violence or death

fit of another.
ding of certain ideas.

Introduction

Discussion

Py 1,|‘|||r|..,.r,:|.-.|r;-w|, idare Bdna
acalse ne talc tnerr

Ghrist and receiving the baptism of the Holy (
ITY ) 18 Holy J?-,

3 ( 'e noe
|""[]““r| to God's grace and are willir qtot
n s turn from

ways to embrace a holy lifestyle
5o, they were brought before the Jewish C 1
2 the Jewish Council. The Jewish C
to the Great Sanhedrin which consisted of 71 memb i
i : oy i 1| members. centered in Jerusa
lem. But this Jewish Council seemed to b S vers, centered in Jerusa-
ften W eemed to have been one of their lesser court:
that often was made up of 23 members and 3 jud = Isser courts
emoers anad J |l es. They we BT
that Peter and John were preaching the doc a_,J(.q'w. hey were not hapg
ng the doctrine of the man who had bee

crycnfled afnd was repor‘ted to have risen from the dead. For _h: aruile: e
Wlmess.a ormerly crippled man being healed and h » ” ) et i L
healed him was very troubling to the Coi ¥ “ Vol hearing that Jesus had
the Council. It was against everything that
they stood for. "] vas against everything the

a

PSS; i?(igr?f:l:ehad been put in jail, which is not a nice place to be. Jail is a

person e fr?iﬂnt for people held in lawful custody. A persen h jail «;

rF:qost b L at; om has beeq taken away. He has lost the right to mak;

person’s life: o Lo e ks A N L a
. or sleep,togoortoc ‘L : ) :

: ome is decided for him. It's

a place that separates a person from his family and his friends -

Qfgfghpiit(;;zgz \}Jthn were put in jail, they were asked by the Jewish Council
ek hir_;]r‘r:abtr?eesthl?gh Dr.hest. Caiaphas, John, Alexander, and othp}
: , by who's authori e 3
heale pled man. ority or in whose name had they

\'I;"Ith the name of Jesus Christ—the Nazarene, the man
sified, and God had raised from the dead. Peter told them

23
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knew that if th rmed the diSCi 7
but knew that B 7= ' e were praising God for the miracle of healing this

than obey them
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cause most of the |

man who had been crippled for more than 40 years.
conclusion
put in jail, but they had confidence that Gog g

Yes. Peter and John were _ .
not forgotten them. gometimes when people aré incarcerated, families ang

friends forget them. And there are some incarcerated people that ng one
goes to visit, but they need to know that Jesus never forgets them, ang
He never leaves them alone. Many believers are In bqndage, enslaved by
all kinds of struggles, addictions, oppression.. and sin. They may not be
in a physical jail like Peter and John, but in jail, nevertheless. Jesus came

and died to set every one of them free. Not just t0 give them a pathway tq
Heaven, but to give them freedom

here on Earth. They don’t have to feg|
imprisoned spiritually, because the power of the Holy Spirit can ang will
break every chain. For He is

a bondage-breaker and can open the doors of
any prison or jail cell.

Through the Holy Spirit there is hope from rejection, hopelessness,

‘ Vit st B , :
fraid ' 1 imied. tan
I , Bt SSins v
Questions
why ware Peter and John arrestac
Who arrested them?
How did the people feel about them being arrested
How did they get out of jail? ’
Who were the Jewish council? And what did thev do to Peter
— — —

Essential Thought

Whatever problem you can have, Jesus can get you out of it.
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central Versé
ugince God in his wisdom saw
: i the world never k o
foolish- it that : now K;
y the mthat  through human wisdom, He has US'e"ld
KJV our foolish preaching to save those

who pelieve.”1 Corinthians 1:21, NLT

upor after that in wisdom knew not

God, it pleased God b
ness of preaching to save the
believe.” { Corinthians 1:21,

Key Terms
Intentional—Done with intention; on purpose; not accidental.
Infallible—Not capable of being wrong.

d when God will send blessings and renewsg|

Times of Refreshing—A perio .
ted with the return of Jesus Christ and the

to His people, particularly associa
restoration of all things.

Introduction

it seemed that Peter had become the official spokesman for the disciples
and the band of Saints that Jesus had left, After the Pentecost experience,
when he preached and 3,000 souls were added to the Church, it seemeq
that he was given the job as the sader of the Church. So, once again he

N he

t W
Ky | !
! rot resa| i i / jar araatey 1y
Ainal man that gave Peter the apportunity 1o oreach sl 1y tall them
it the m in who had led them for thraa and a | alf years {
f 1 NA } } f
4ar'a preaching that day helped men sl wormner . .
r a AETH | J
Lifillmen ind a transformed life that could paint athers 1o Chr
pater and the other disciples were newly filled with the Holy Spirit, and they
: lled wit e Holy Spir ng they
Jara in awe of what God was doing. Evary believer who has the Holy Spirit
4 sHeEVEr § 3 e Fio . ik
nould look for and take advantage of evary opportunity that comes his way

Are ) essade nt 10 . ‘
to share the m age of Jesus Christ Knowing how the Holy Spirit experi-

ence has changed their lives, they wers willing to do as Pater did and share
- > o Hl anc S re
the |)0Wr:rfu| Word with all who were willing to hear

Discussion

There are many people who really want to have a closer relationship with
God, but don’t have a clue where to start. The believer has'*‘r:e ;c wer t
help themn to come into a real relationship with God - a relationship that |
not so formal, not too intimidating, or ineffectual. The believer's axée;fe:nce
with God can help people to get to know God more intimately a‘nd experi-
ence the sam'e pqwer that healed the crippled man and gave him a new life.
All Scripturg is given by God. His Word is intentional, exact, and infallible
and all of His Word is profitable for every season and aspeclt of a pprsorx'al
life. God’s Word can transform anyone who reads it with an open he;xrt and
receives it. Peter was preaching, but he did not have a printed Bible as we
have today. He had the Old Testament and the words and life of Jesus t:;
share with the people. -

0 O

It brings great pleasure to God when believers share the message of Jesus
Christ. So, Eeter told the people that God had chosen to bless them with
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the condition of their repentance. Some
of God’s people fail to recognize that “all have sinned and fall shorf of the
glory of qu" ‘(Romans 3:23). Many of them are not aware that all unrigh-
teousness is sin, and that all sin must be turned away from and repented for.
Then they must receive Jesus and embrace His teaching. |

The Holy Spirit was so powerful in Peter that as he preached, he was able to
the e_c_aple about the fundamental values and standards to which each
_couId aspire. He was able to help them navigate a blueprint of
life, living out faith through the power and presence of the Holy
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that when the time Of refreshing ¢
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conclusion
- _boutthe Gospel of Jesus Christ g ;
r le o‘e\ithosehstenmga  durpy
E?tef \ﬁ: ba;:j hle made them aware of how pOWT‘:U' the Holy Spjrit Wag
bls gsi?/ring tr‘lem the Word from the old Testament.eiveecta::i\;they Knew {
OSI’d Testament and the Law, they were able to rec ord that Pete,
esta t is the power of God unto salvatjq

s Chris
gave them. The Gospel of Jest an being healed opened thq,
i

i i ippled m
to those who believe. Seeind the cripP e e
hearts and minds t0 receive the \Word that Peter p that day,

When a believer has the gift of the H0|y.SPi"it- he h:slthe POWer to bregy
down walls of resistance against salvation and t0 he P men and women
repent of their sins. Because the preacher was WIS€, e was able to use th,

right words that led to repentance and salvation.

Even before the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of EenteCOSt, Jesus
Christ and His disciples went throughout their area preaching and showing
glad tidings of the Kingdom of God. And Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Susan.
na, and many other women ministered unto Jesus of their substance. Thege
same women, along with Mary, the Mother of Jesus, were part of the Upper
Room group, and they, too, received the baptism and the power of the Holy
Ghost. For this power was poured out upon men and women alike.

ge——

S0 Firal Weal
Questions

How did Peter know what to preach to that aroi

vhat caused people to be Nilling to '?'-h'-r‘-'.-," ‘et

Low Gan the believer help the sinnar y In his life?

How did the Holy Spirit help Pater as he praae ;""‘

Essential Thought

He that W'“j souls must be wise and led by the Spirit of God: for the
Father draws, the Son saves, and the Holy Spirit seals th;r: -~




roc ‘
-.JU(,“(JIK

It
F ¥
4 2l 1y :
Hnauol

J ¢

al i
id Johin had

Ire

I

i NOt i«
)t 10 allow
W anyol
115} "
e, QI
V X trung
|5




' | ~a aboutl greal pOowel With Ure
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-+ trusted, and obeyed, Hh\mt ) :
dn

need that a believer can e
Ve
his shepherd, he sh
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have. David 1 u: _ pirit of love that was being manifestey ir
e T O ‘ehension. Many times, believers forget tha:
17 peshicas Jf-\ i r::‘t love until love is shared. "But whoso hath
“.’Oc .‘SNC.\ e -‘:~ i‘-;\: A;::h 0 his bowels of compassion from him, how
;T\Scteb‘vsjh:::‘ ::;; Lﬁ him?" (1 John 3:17).

Conclusion

God gave great power when the disciples SDQKEvCUh“F"tygf?a; convictiop
came upon the people regarding their P?fSOnEﬂ sins, LIS tS righteousnesg,
and God's judgment. The great pOWer included the anoin '29 of the Spirit
upon the Apostles for miraculous signs and wonders, so t aﬁ believers —
multitudes of both men and women — could be added to the Kingdom.

God after they received the Holy Spjrit
that they were careful not to offend God in any way. When a believer fa|s
in love with God, he wants to know all that he can find out about Him, He
wants to feel Him, touch Him, talk to Him, be near Him, and obey Him. One
of the brethren named Joses, of the tribe of Levite had some land, sold it,
brought the money, and laid it at the Apostles’ feet.

The believers were so in tune with

He wanted to make sure that his goods would be shared. | believe that
during these perilous days that we are living in, the believers need to pre-
pare for a great move of God. We need to live with the expectation of mir-
acles, signs, and wonders. The believers have prayer ministries all over our
countries, the United States of America and around the world. But we must
not j humble ourselves, seek God's face, turn from our

A=l
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| at the Jew ”
/hat wa tr ) / i :
when the believers prayed, what | nper
wWhen a believer asks Gaod for cert " " :
his listening? :
Wwhat are some of the distractions that -

if he is not watchful?

Essential Thought

The promise of the Holy Spirit is given to every believer
when they accept it.
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Conclusion
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Persecution—Punishment
basis of race, religion, or po
Doctrine—A principle or posi
knowledge or system of belief; som
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Introduction
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