W SPWo
éz/ummgumu% Qf//_

Unit1 The Birth
Unit 2 Internal Growth
Unit 3 External Growth

SEPTEMBER-NOVEMBER
2025 !

PRIMARY
TEACHER

QUARTERLY




“UNFINISHED BUSINESS”

“Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me,
and to finish his work.” John 4:34, K]V

Evangelist Terri Hannett « Executive Director
Supervisor Barachias Irons o Chief Editor

PRI 806 East Brooks Road, Memphis, Tennessee 38116
ChurCh Of + N P. 0. Box 161330, Memphis, Tennessee 38186
0 ‘! «Toll Free: 1-877-746-8578 | Fax: 901-743-1555
God In Christ '

o » Website: www.cogicpublishinghouse.net
PUBLISHING HOUSE e : « Email: sales@cogicpublishinghouse.net



THE VOICE OF THE PRESIDING BISHOP

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

In this time of rapid change, it is vitally important for
blood washed individuals to actively participate in our
churches and communities to assure our voices are heard
and God is glorified.

We must remain “steadfast, unmovable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your
labor is not in vain in the Lord”.

With that being said, I want you to know, we have
“Unfinished Business” in upholding our Christian duties and engaging in constructive
dialogue to address societal challenges and the continued advancement of the Kingdom
of God.

The Power for Living curriculum is filled with scriptures that will encourage and moti-
vate you to keep pressing your way in the things of the Lord.

I encourage you to share the Word of God on every occasion and live so God can use
you, anywhere and anytime.

Sincerely,

A L) (fL/

J. Drew Sheard,
Presiding Bishop and Chief Apostle
Church Of God In Christ, Inc.



THE VOICE OF THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE PUBLISHING BOARD

Blessings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,

The fact that you are reading this letter indicates that God
has blessed you to experience another year of His grace and
mercy. We often transition from one season to the next and
sometimes take for granted the privilege God affords us to
see a new year, a new season, and a new day. Thank God for
our now and our next!

Our Presiding Bishop has ushered us into a new season this
year, realizing that our church has “Unfinished Business.”
In John 4:34, Jesus, speaking to disciples, said, “My meat is
to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.” Here, Jesus reminds his disci-
ples of the purpose of their mission and that both planting spiritual seeds and collecting
the harvest are valuable. And God wants us to know that if we expect to reap a harvest,
we must first scatter the seed of the Good News of Christ to a dying and depleted world.

Understand that the seed has no flaws because it is God’s Word. It holds much potential,
but it can only be activated if it takes root in fertile soil. Our job as the church is to plant
the seed of life into the heart of every person: “Go ye into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). Once these seeds are planted, our churches will
grow: “The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few” (Matthew 9:37).

Sunday School is the foundational building block of our church. God’s seed is cultivated
during school on Sunday so we can face the world on Monday. We have an obligation to
spread God’s word so that His business may be accomplished here on earth.

I thank the thousands of loyal supporters of our literature who partner in God’s mission
of sharing the Good News to the world. We have work to do! I want to personally thank
you for answering the call so that lives may be changed and transformed.

We are also in a time of political change. So, I ask that you continue to pray for the unity
of our country and pray for God to manifest Himself in our lives and our churches in a
new way. I ask that the Lord shift the winds of grace and favor in our direction so that we
can experience Him as we have never experienced Him before. Church, let’s do the work.
We have unfinished business!

In His Service,

Bishop Uleses C. Henderson, Jr.
Chairman of the Publishing Board
Church Of God In Christ Inc.



THE VOICE OF MARKETING

Dear Saints,

Greetings in the matchless name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ! I pray this letter finds you in good health and strength-
ened by God’s unchanging grace. As we approach another
season of celebration and reflection, I am reminded of God’s
faithfulness and His call to us to remain steadfast in the work
of the Kingdom.

The theme for this year, “Unfinished Business,” compels us to
look inward and upward as we commit ourselves to fulfilling
the divine mandate given to each of us. Jesus reminds us in John
4:34, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.” Just as our Savior
found sustenance in obedience to God’s purpose, so too must we press forward to complete
the assignments He entrusted us.

In these challenging times, it is easy to grow weary or become distracted by the cares of life.
Yet, the work of the Kingdom cannot wait. There are souls to save, broken hearts to mend,
and communities to uplift. The business of love, justice, mercy, and evangelism remains
unfinished, and God has chosen us—His Church—as vessels to carry out His will.

This is a clarion call to all of us:
« To stay mission-minded in advancing the Gospel.
« To serve tirelessly in our communities and congregations.
o To build bridges of hope where there is despair.
« To finish the race with the confidence that we have done the work He sent us to do.

Let us approach this season with renewed passion and unwavering faith. As we labor together,
may we keep our eyes on the One who is the Author and Finisher of our faith.

I encourage you, beloved saints, to recommit yourselves to the work God has placed in your
hands. Whether in your local church, family, or community, know your labor is not in vain.
The harvest is plentiful, and the time to finish the work is now.

May the Holy Spirit empower us to persevere and complete the mission with joy and dili-
gence. Thank you for your faithful service, your prayers, and your love for the body of Christ.
Together, let us press forward, confident in the promise that He who began a good work in
us will bring it to completion.

With great expectation for what God will do in and through us,

Yours in Christ,

Sandra S. Jones, B.S., MTh., PhD (c)
Chairman of Marketing (Board)

Senior Marketing/Sales Consultant

Church Of God In Christ Publishing House



THE VOICE OF THE CHIEF EDITOR

Dear Sunday School Student,

The Word of God, as stated in 1 Peter 3:15, admonishes believers to:

“Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you
with meekness and fear.”

In a world plagued by war, poverty, political unrest, and crime, the
message of 1 Peter remains as relevant today as it was when Peter
wrote to the people of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and
Bithynia. To be prepared to answer questions about our faith, we
must diligently study the Word of God. The Power for Living curric-
ulum of the Church Of God In Christ provides a structured and systematic way to delve deeply
into Scripture, equipping us to share the truth with those seeking answers.

The twelve-month study for 2025-2026 will help us serve as conduits of kingdom work:

o Fall Quarter: We will examine the work of the Holy Spirit in first-century believers, as
recorded in the Book of Acts. The early Christians spent time together in fellowship,
breaking bread, and boldly sharing their faith despite facing hostility. Their unity—having
“all things in common” (Acts 2:44)—demonstrates the power of an unshakable commit-
ment to God’s calling.

o Winter Quarter: This quarter focuses on the essence of worship. While sacred days and
observances are important, true worship is revealed through how we engage with and love
our brothers and sisters in Christ. As Scripture reminds us, we cannot love God and fail to
love one another.

o Spring Quarter: Perhaps the most pivotal of all, this quarter centers on living a life of
faith. Salvation is not something we can achieve on our own—it is by grace through faith
(Ephesians 2:8). As we examine faith, we will recognize that our spiritual growth depends
on its strength, for without faith, it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6).

o Summer Quarter: This season will highlight the transformation that occurs when a
believer becomes a new creation in Christ. Repentance and obedience are essential ele-
ments of the new life. A key question explored will be: Why do people continue to do what they
know is wrong? Through this study, we will understand the necessity of dying to self and
living a transformed life in Christ.

I pray that these lessons will help you grow in your walk with the Lord and equip you to “give
an answer” to those who inquire about the hope within you—always responding with love and
humility.

In His Service,

Barachias Irons, Chief Editor
Church Of God In Christ Publishing House

Supervisor, Angola First Jurisdiction



DEAR PRIMARY TEACHER
. D

Today’s Christian community is thriving, with over 2 billion believers worldwide. The
Holy Bible has been translated into hundreds of languages. A community of believers
in hundreds of countries, representing diverse cultures, has had their lives enriched and
transformed by the awesome power of God’s teachings. As Christians, we are not only
expected to be living examples of Jesus’ love; we must also profess boldly to others that
Jesus is the way to eternal life and salvation.

The lessons for this quarter come from the book of Acts in the New Testament. The
original apostles and believers took seriously their charge from God to spread the Good
News of love, salvation, and redemption through His Son Jesus Christ. The book of Acts
gives an accounting of the birth, development, and growth of the early Christian church
through the stories of Paul, Peter, Stephen, and John, among others. They provide exam-
ples for today’s believers to follow as we take on the task of sharing the Good News of
God’s love with others.

Your primary students will learn more about principal figures like Paul, whose mirac-
ulous transformation from persecutor to preacher still stands as a powerful testament to
God’s ability to change hearts. They will be introduced to others who played critical roles,
such as Stephen, the first to give his life for the Gospel, Philip, Peter, Cornelius, and the
missionary Timothy. Throughout the unit, there are also familiar themes like honoring
the Holy Spirit, the breadth of God’s power, His love for all people, and faith in service.

The Primary® student and teacher curriculum is designed to help you present Bible sto-
ries and scriptural principles to primary students so they will love the Lord Jesus and
begin to please God through obedience to His Word. We start with the Scripture passages
chosen by the International Uniform Lesson Series. From there, we have written knowl-
edge, attitude, and action objectives. The knowledge objectives define the biblical facts and
understanding we want the children to learn. The attitude objectives tell us the changes we
desire to see in the children’s hearts. The action objectives provide immediate behavioral
changes that will be accomplished in their lives. Please notice how these objectives are
outlined in the Quarterly Overview at the beginning of each teacher’s lesson.

We hope you enjoy this quarter, and we pray that the materials will provide a joyous
teaching and learning experience for you and your students.

Sincerely,

COGIC Publishing Board
Curriculum Committee



ONE-HOUR CLASS SCHEDULE 3
<

ACTIVITY LENGTH PURPOSE )
OPEN THE LESSON: 10 minutes  Gathers the class and identifies what stu-
Focus Activity dents already know about the topic.
PRESENT THE SCRIPTURES: 8 minutes Introduces the Bible theme through an
Life Application Story age-appropriate, reader-friendly story.
(student folder—page 1)
Bible Story 8 minutes Provides a Bible Story written specifically
(student folder—page 2) for young readers to read.
EXPLORE THE MEANING 4 minutes Provides discussion questions, games,
Review and presentation ideas to help students
show their understanding of the Bible
Story and theme.
Memory Verse 5 minutes Provides active strategies for students to
memorize or enhance understanding of
the Memory Verse.

NEXT STEPS FOR APPLICATION: 10 minutes  Relates directly to the lesson aims by

Be Smart and Good Attitude using pencil and paper activities to help
(student folder—pages 3 and 4) students express what they are learning.
Worship Time 5 minutes Helps students focus on God and applies

the lesson to their situations through
age-appropriate activities.

Craft Kingdom® 10 minutes  Reinforces the topic and aids students in
sharing the lesson with parents through
take-home projects that are created in
class.

NOTES )




TAT—TIPS FORTEACHERS
¢ D

WRITING IN SUNDAY SCHOOL JUST FOR THE FUN OF IT!

Despite the many technological advances
that allow daily tasks to be completed with
the touch of a button, good writing is still one
of the greatest forms of communication. Even
our Lord, who created heaven and earth, gave
us His holy Word, the Bible, as a written guide
to help us navigate through life.

So, what can you do as Sunday School
teachers to help students build an early
interest in writing? Creative writing can and
should be promoted to even your youngest
students. By putting the emphasis on fun,
you can help your students take their first
steps on the path to writing just for the fun
of it.

Here are some suggestions for bringing
fun writing ideas into your Sunday School
classrooms:

1. Encourage students to share their
understanding of the day’s lesson
through drawings (stick figures are
fine). Have children verbally describe
their pictures and write each child’s
sentence below his or her picture.
Then share the pictures with your class
and read each sentence out loud. This
activity can be varied by using picture
cutouts from magazines or clip art.

2. Let children summarize the day’s
Bible story as a group. As students
retell the story, you can write
their sentences on chart paper or a
blackboard. When done, explain
to your students that they have just
composed a paragraph. You may
wish to ask your students to give the
paragraph a title. For example: After
reading a story about God’s love,
students may agree to offer a title
such as “God Loves Everyone!”

3. Young children can also enjoy
closure activities. Construct a
short paragraph ahead of time on
large chart paper and intentionally
leave out some of the story words
(nouns). As you read each sentence
aloud, let students place pictures
from the day’s Bible story on each
blank to complete the sentence. For
example: If today’s Bible lesson was
about David, your sentence might

___________ was a man who

loved God.” Pictures can be placed
on a table where children can select
a picture of David to correctly com-
plete the sentence. When all sen-
tences are completed, read the entire
paragraph. Encourage your students
to read along where possible.

4. Construct very simple sentences,
such as “Jesus loves me,” from your
story lesson on large pieces of oak
tag paper. Cut apart each word from
the sentences. Place all the words on
a table and help students create sen-
tences as a way to retell and review.

5. Assist students in making a big book
of Bible words taken from story
lessons. Use large sheets of oak tag
paper as your pages. Let students
color their words and glue them to
pages.

However you decide to include writing
components into your Sunday School
lessons, be attentive to your students’ reac-
tions. Youre on the right track to planting
seeds of love for writing in your students’
hearts when you see excitement and enthu-
siasm on their faces, or hear someone ask,
“Can we do that again?”



PRIMARY QUARTERLY
FALL QUARTER 2025
SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER - NOVEMBER

THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY COMES ALIVE

UNIT I: The Birth

September 7 Student Lesson: Shout It Out! 10
Bible Study: Praying for One Another 12
September 14 Student Lesson: Everybody Sharing 18
Bible Study: Sharing All Things 20
September 21 Student Lesson: Don’t Stop Now! 27
Bible Study: Witnessing to the Truth 29
September 28 Student Lesson: Stand Up! Speak Up! 35
Bible Study: Remembering God’s Faithfulness 37

UNIT II: Internal Growth

October 5 Student Lesson: Receiving God’s Power 45
Bible Study: The Spirit is Not for Sale 47
October 12 Student Lesson: Tell It Like It Is 54
Bible Study: Saul Earns Credibility 56
October 19 Student Lesson: Peter Takes a Chance 62
Bible Study: Peter Takes a Risk 64
October 26 Student Lesson: God Has No Limits 72
Bible Study: Trusting the Spirit 74

UNIT III: External Growth

November 2 Student Lesson: Rescued! 81
Bible Study: Prayer Works! 83
November 9 Student Lesson: All One Family 90
Bible Study: God Makes No Distinction 92
November 16 Student Lesson: Spread the News 99
Bible Study: From Derbe to Philippi 101
November 23 Student Lesson: Paul and Silas Tell Others 109
Bible Study: Thessalonica, Berea, and Athens 111
November 30 Student Lesson: Speak Out! 118
Bible Study: Teaching God’s Word 120



PRIMARY® TEACHING PLAN 1 - SEPTEMBER 7, 2025

SHOUTITOUT!

BIBLE BASIS:
Acts 4:23-31, NIV

BIBLE TRUTH:
PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER

MEMORY VERSE:
Acts 4:31, NIV

TEACHER PREPARATION
DEAR TEACHER

LESSON AIM:

Knowledge: Students will know that, when
they pray together, they can ask God for
boldness when telling others about Jesus.
Attitude: Students will understand the
importance of praying and telling others
the Good News.

Action: Students will act out a puppet play
entitled “Light of the World.”

The children will learn the importance of both solitary and group prayer, asking for bold-

ness to tell others about Jesus.

SUPPLY LIST
SECTION MATERIALS
Focus Activity Construction paper mini posters (Good News)
Review Slips of paper with questions and answers, box
INTRODUCTION Pause to ask the students what they think
Focus Activity would have happened if Josh had not thanked

Before the class time, make mini posters
from eight different colored sheets of con-
struction paper by writing one letter of the
phrase “Good News” on each sheet. Have the
class work in pairs to come up with words
that describe something good beginning with
the letter on their paper. Allow time for teams
to work. Have volunteers share responses. If
time allows, have teams decorate these mini
posters to display in the classroom.

BIBLE LEARNING

A. Life Application Story

(Distribute the student folders.)

Before reading the story, ask the children
if they have ever shared the Good News about
Jesus. How did the other person respond? Tell
them they will read a story about a boy who
decides to share the Good News about Jesus
with a friend.

Russ for telling him about Jesus. Ask if they
think Russ will tell others. Why or why not?

After the story, ask the students if they
would like to pray together for boldness so
that they can tell others about Jesus. Then
lead a special prayer for them.

B. Bible Story

Shout It Out!

When Peter and John were let out of jail,
they went back to their people and told them
what happened. Then they all prayed.

They told God that they knew He made
Heaven, and earth, and the sea, and every-
thing in them. “Why are people angry? Why
do they make evil plans against You?” they
asked. “All the kings and rulers get together
to try to destroy You and Jesus, Lord. Herod,
Pontius Pilate, the Gentiles, and people of
Israel worked against Jesus, the one You

10



PRIMARY® TEACHING PLAN 1. SEPTEMBER 7, 2025

chose to lead us. You said it would happen
that way, Lord.”

Then they asked God to make Peter and
John brave, so they could keep telling others
about Jesus. They prayed that God would
show miracles in Jesus’ name.

Afterward, the place began to shake! They
were filled with the Holy Spirit and were
brave when they spoke.

C. Bible Review

Before class, write the following questions
on slips of paper. Write the answers on sepa-
rate slips. Place the slips into a box and have
each student select one. The students will
play a game to match each question with its
correct answer. Three children will stand in
different parts of the room and read their slips
aloud. If a student thinks their slip matches
the slip being read, they will say theirs too. If
the question and answer match, the class will
say “Match.”

1. Where did Peter and John go after they
got out of jail? (Back to their people)

2. What did they do? (They prayed)

3.  What did they pray for Peter and John?
(To make them brave so they could keep
telling others about Jesus)

4.  What else did they pray for? (That God
would do miracles in Jesus’ name)

5. What happened to the place they were
in? (It shook!)

6. What were they filled with? (The Holy

Spirit!)

D. Let’s Memorize God’s Word

“[They] spoke the word of God boldly”
(from Acts 4:31, NIV).

Have the children sit in a circle. Choose
one student to act as the director. He or she
will stand in the center of the circle and
say, “They spoke,” then randomly point to
another student, who will continue the Key
Verse. Demonstrate by standing in the center
of the circle, saying “They spoke,” then point
to a student. Tell the student he or she must
say the remaining words of the Memory
Verse. Then, that student will come to the

11

center of the circle and recite in the same
way, stopping at a point and selecting another
student to continue the verse. Continue until
all students have participated.

BIBLE APPLICATION

A.Be Smart

Upwards Puzzle

The students should find and circle the
correct words in the puzzle, starting at
the bottom and moving toward the top. .
Answers: “Shout Out the Good News!”.

B. Good Attitude

Rooftop Maze

The children must trace the correct path
through the maze, helping Jill get to the
rooftop.

C. Worship Time

Have the children sing this song to the tune
of “Jesus Loves Me.” Repeat it two or three
times so they will remember it. After singing
the song, have each child tell one thing he or
she would like to tell people about Jesus. End
the class with a prayer that the children have
the courage to tell others about Jesus.

Jesus, help me to be strong,

Showing others right and wrong,

Telling them You love them so,

Telling everywhere I go.

NOTES




LESSON 1 « SEPTEMBER 7, 2025

PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER

BIBLE BASIS: ACTS 4:23-31

BIBLE TRUTH: Prayer is a powerful weapon
that God has given His people.

MEMORY VERSE: “And when they had
prayed, the place was shaken where they were
assembled together; and they were all filled
with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word
of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31).

LESSON AIM: By the end of the lesson, we
will: REVIEW the apostles’ prayer for strength

LESSON SCRIPTURE

ACTS 4:23-31, KJV
23 And being let go, they went to their own
company, and reported all that the chief
priests and elders had said unto them.

24 And when they heard that, they lifted
up their voice to God with one accord, and
said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that
inthem is:

25 Who by the mouth of thy servant David
hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the
people imagine vain things?

26 The kings of the earth stood up, and the
rulers were gathered together against the
Lord, and against his Christ.

BIBLICAL DEFINITIONS
A. Servants (Acts 4:29) doulos

(Gk.)-Slave; someone devoted to another
to the disregard of their own interests.

to speak with boldness and to continue Jesus’
ministry while under political duress; GAIN
insights into prayer as a means through which
Christians can remain strong voices for change
and effective ministries in their communi-
ties today; and ASK God in bold prayers to
empower their mission and ministry.

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURES: Acts 4:1-31
& Matthew 6:9-15—Read and incorporate
the insights gained from the Background
Scriptures into your study of the lesson.

27 For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus,
whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the
people of Israel, were gathered together,

28 For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy
counsel determined before to be done.

29 And now, Lord, behold their threaten-
ings: and grant unto thy servants, that with
all boldness they may speak thy word,

30 By stretching forth thine hand to heal;
and that signs and wonders may be done
by the name of thy holy child Jesus.

31 And when they had prayed, the place
was shaken where they were assembled
together; and they were all filled with the
Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God
with boldness.

B. Boldness (v. 29) parresia (Gk.)-
Free and fearless confidence; speaking
frankly.



LESSON 1 « SEPTEMBER 7, 2025

LIFE NEED FORTODAY’S LESSON

AIM: Students will discuss how they share
their various gifts and talents in various ways.

INTRODUCTION

The Power of God’s Word

In Chapter 3, God uses Peter to heal a crippled
man who sat at the temple gate daily begging
for help. Once the man was healed, he began
to dance and praise God to the amazement
of those around him. Peter and John used
this moment as an opportunity to share the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and explain how faith
in Christ made the man whole. The priests,
temple guard, and Sadducees were disturbed
by Peter and John teaching the people about
Jesus and His Resurrection, and threw them
both in jail. As a result of Peter and John’s
message, the church added five thousand
believers. The council was afraid of the peo-
ple’s reaction if they were to harm Peter and
John, so they decided to bring them before the
council and question them.

The Holy Spirit gave Peter the courage to
speak and the words to say to the council.
The council was amazed by the boldness and
skillful use of Scripture by these ordinary
men. Since they were not able to deny the
miracle that had been performed, the council
decided to try to stop the Gospel’s spread by
demanding that Peter and John stop preaching
about Jesus and threatening them.

BIBLE LEARNING

AIM: Students will know that the Holy Spirit
will fill them to speak God’s Word with
boldness.

I. PREPARED FOR OPPOSITION
(Acts 4:23)

In verse 23, Peter and John return to the
believers and share all that the council did and
said to them. Jesus had warned His followers
of this very situation (Luke 12:11-12). Peter
and John had experienced opposition because

13

of their commitment to the Gospel. They had
healed a crippled beggar in the name of Jesus.
This had confused the council members of
the Sanhedrin because Peter and John were
not religious teachers, but men of Galilee who
healed in the name of Jesus of Nazareth, a man
the council had condemned to death.

Peter and John reported to the fledgling
church what the Sanhedrin told them. They
were officially told to not speak or preach in
the name of Jesus. It wasn't the healing that
was so bad in the eyes of the Jewish leaders,
but the Gospel message and the name of Jesus.
The two apostles were beaten as an act of dis-
cipline to ensure the Sanhedrin’s orders were
followed. This beating was also probably used
as an example to instill fear in their followers.
Ultimately Peter and John rejoiced in their
suffering, since they were suffering for Christ.
It was the treasure of the Gospel message that
inspired the prayers of the new church, and it
should inspire our prayers as well.

Acts 4:23-31

23 And being let go, they went to their own
company, and reported all that the chief
priests and elders had said unto them.

The expression “their own company” (Gk.
idios, I-dee-0s), or “their own circle,” denotes
the Christian community. It suggests that
after their release, Peter and John returned to
“headquarters,” perhaps the Upper Room of
Acts 1:13, where members of the new com-
munity had no doubt been engaged in inter-
cessory prayer for them. They reported their
experience with the council. This report must
have caused the early company fear. The per-
secution of leaders is a tactic that is often used
to silence their followers.

Il. GOD PREVAILS OVER
OPPOSITION (vv. 24-28)

This portion of the lesson begins what is
sometimes called the Believer’s Prayer. These
early believers quote Psalm 2 in their prayer.
This psalm, most likely a coronation psalm,
is attributed to David. It describes the hos-
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tility that accompanied the installation of
a king. The king, God’s servant, is a conse-
crated worshiper and the recipient of hostil-
ity from the Gentile nations. As the nations
attempt to oppose or dethrone the king God
has anointed, they are told it is all for nothing;
their efforts will fail. These nations are not just
opposing an earthly king, but God Himself.

The believers go on to describe the hostility
that Jesus faced at the hands of these same
leaders and how their treatment of Jesus did
not derail God’s divine plan. The Jewish lead-
ers and Roman authorities had attempted to
silence Jesus in death, but in vain—He rose
from the dead. Now Jesus is crowned Lord of
the universe due to His Resurrection and as-
cension to Heaven. The believers trust in the
resurrected King who is sovereign over the au-
thorities of this earth. Any attempt at oppos-
ing the spread of the Gospel message is a vain
attempt. Just like the Gentile kings of Psalm 2,
the Jewish leaders” opposition is in vain.

24 And when they heard that, they lifted up
their voice to God with one accord, and said,
Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven,
and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is.

With one accord, they turned to God in
prayer. The Greek word for “one accord” or
“together” is homothumadon (ho-mo-thoo-ma
-DON), which indicates that they were like one
person in prayer. It is a combination of two
Greek words meaning “together” and “pas-
sion” The disciples were all praying together
with the same passion and ardor. It does not
mean they all simultaneously said the same
words. One of the leaders may have prayed
accompanied by a responsive “amen” from the
rest. It was more like an orchestra with the
Holy Spirit as the conductor. There is power
in a gathering of believers when they are in
“one accord” (see vv. 24-31).

They addressed God as “Lord” or “Master”
(Gk. despotes, des-POE-tace), a term denoting
the sovereignty of God and His absolute con-
trol over all creation. The term is also used for
a slave owner or a ruler with unchallengeable

power. In the disciples’ prayer, the term cer-
tainly points to the fact that the authority of
the council was subject to a higher authority
still, and that the law of men cannot over-
turn the decrees of God (cf. vv. 19-20). The
disciples filled their minds with thoughts of
the sovereignty of God before stating their
petition. The sovereign God is the God of cre-
ation. He made the heaven, the earth, the sea,
and everything in them (cf. 17:24, 26; see also
Nehemiah 9:6; Psalm 146:6).

25 Who by the mouth of thy servant David
hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the
people imagine vain things? 26 The kings of
the earth stood up, and the rulers were gath-
ered together against the Lord, and against
his Christ. 27 For of a truth against thy holy
child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both
Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles,
and the people of Israel, were gathered
together. 28 For to do whatsoever thy hand
and thy counsel determined before to be
done.

The sovereign Lord is the God of revela-
tion. He had revealed to His servant David
the opposition Christ would face from var-
ious groups. “Why did the heathen rage” is
quoted from Psalm 2:1-2. Psalm 2 originally
referred to the accession of a Davidic king,
the Lord’s Anointed, and the revolt of His
vassals. It was interpreted by the Jews and the
early Christian church as a Messianic psalm
(cf. Acts 13:33; Hebrews 5:5). In the psalm,
the “heathen” (Gk. ETH-nos, people other
than the Israelites) is paired with the “people”
(GKk. 1ah-OSE, Israelites, the people of God).
In other words, both God’s people and those
from outside resisted God’s chosen leader.
Here the community references the psalm
to reveal the extent of Jesus’ rejection as the
Messiah. Once again, it is only a few from
among God’s people and from the Gentiles
who accept God’s chosen Messiah.

“The kings of the earth” (and “the rulers;” who
stood up against the Lord and His Christ, were
represented by Herod Antipas, the Tetrarch of
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Galilee and Peraea (Luke 23:7), Pontius Pilate,
and even Herod the Great, who attempted to
kill Jesus at the start of His time on earth. This
shows that the sovereign Lord is the God of
history. The Greek conjunction gar (GAR),
which indicates a cause or reason proves the
truth of the preceding prophecy by pointing
to its historical fulfillment. Herod, Pontius
Pilate, the Gentiles, and the people of Israel
are clearly identified with the kings, the rulers,
the nations, and the people of Psalm 2:1-2 as
quoted in Acts 4:25.

The expression “thy Holy child Jesus” explic-
itly identifies Jesus with the royal Son of
God addressed in Psalm 2:7. Jesus is both
the obedient Son and the One whom God
anointed or made Messiah. Jesus, “whom
thou hast anointed,” refers to the Holy Spirit’s
identification of Him as Messiah at His bap-
tism. The Holy Spirit’s resting on Jesus sig-
naled His anointing or empowerment and
the inaugaration of His earthly ministry (cf.
10:38; Luke 3:21-22; 4:18-21; Isaiah 61:1).

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

QUESTION 1
Who are the “kings of the earth™?

lll. EMPOWERED FOR
OPPOSITION (vv. 29-31)

At the end of the prayer, the believers appeal
to God to give them greater boldness and
empower them to perform greater works in
Jesus’ name. They accept and embrace the fact
that they will face opposition. David faced it.
Jesus faced it. Their request is not for God to
alleviate it or make a way for them to escape it.
They are not concerned about themselves, but
focused on the Gospel being heard, and they
understand that the plan of God has a history
of hostility from those who feel threatened by
it. They seek God and ask to be empowered
and strengthened so that they can continue to
serve Him with boldness.

God responds to their request with a physical
sign: the entire place shakes. This must have
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confirmed and strengthened their faith. The
disciples are then empowered with boldness
to preach the name of Jesus. It is important to
note that the power the apostles sought was
so they could better serve God and others,
while the power that the council sought was
strictly for their own benefit. As we seek God
for power, we need to have a proper under-
standing of what power is for. God empowers
us to serve others and not ourselves.

29 And now, Lord, behold their threaten-
ings: and grant unto thy servants, that with
all boldness they may speak thy word. 30 By
stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that
signs and wonders may be done by the name
of thy holy child Jesus. 31 And when they
had prayed, the place was shaken where they
assembled together; and they were all filled
with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word
of God with boldness.

The councils threats were not a cause for fear
and silence, but bolder speech. The apostles
therefore prayed that they might have courage
to proclaim the Word of God “with all bold-
ness.” The Greek word for “boldness” (parresia,
pah-reh-SEE-a) in this context refers to freedom
in speaking and unreservedness of utterance.
The disciples wanted to speak the message of
the Gospel without fear. The word “servants”
comes from the Greek word doulos (DOO-
las), which means slave and contrasts with the
majesty of “Lord” from verse 24.

The disciples’ next request is that God would
place the seal of His public approval on their
witness by granting further mighty works
of healing and similar signs and wonders
through the same name that had cured the
lame man—the name of Jesus.

The term “hand,” most frequently used to refer
to God'’s act of punishment, here denotes His
action in bringing blessing (cf. Luke 5:13). It
was of course the apostles’ hands that were
stretched out to heal, but, as in Acts 3:16,
they attributed their power to God working
through them as they restored men to whole-
ness in the name of Jesus.
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The account here is reminiscent of the
description of what happened on the Day of
Pentecost, both in the external signs of the
Spirit’s coming and in the disciples’ prayerful
attitude when He comes. In answer to the dis-
ciples’ united and earnest prayers, the place
was shaken, they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit, and they proclaimed the Word of God
boldly. They were encouraged to continue to
proclaim the faith despite the council’s threats.

The shaking (Gk. saleuo, sal-EW-oh) of the
place where the disciples were symbolizes the
presence of God (cf. Exodus 19:18; Isaiah
6:4). The assurance of divine favor and help
came even as they prayed. An earthquake
might be a cause for fear to some, but to those
who see it as an answer to prayer, it is an
encouragement. The verb “filled” followed by
the verb “spake” indicates the immediate and
continuous action of the disciples. They were
continuously proclaiming the Word of God
with boldness.

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

QUESTION 2
What scriptures gave you strength to boldly
stand tall when you had no supporters to help?

BIBLE APPLICATION

AIM: Students will know that followers of
Christ will draw strength from Him as they
seek God in prayer.

Many circumstances in life can challenge our
faith and hinder our relationship with God.
This is why we must stay ready and willing to
pray for one another. In order for Christians to
witness boldly, we must have uncompromising
trust in God’s plan in spite of opposition.

STUDENT’S RESPONSES

AIM: Believers will take comfort in knowing
that God answers prayer.

Our ability to effect change is directly related
to our prayer life, personal worship, and rela-
tionship with God. This is where we start. The

church in Acts began with prayer, but their
prayer empowered them to go out into the
community and do works for the benefit of
others. Brainstorm some areas in which your
community needs change. Pray as a class for
God to empower you to serve. Ask God for
boldness to step out and serve the community
and watch Him move.

PRAYER

Dear Lord, we pray for boldness to speak
Your Word and live Your Word as we share
the Christian faith with others. In the Name
of Jesus we pray. Amen.

DIGALITTLE DEEPER

Praying for One Another

Speak to any missionaries at home and abroad,
and you will realize that organized opposi-
tion—comparable to that faced by Peter and
the other apostles—still tries to hinder our
fulfillment of the Great Commission. Power-
ful forces across the globe continue to gather
together “against the Lord, and against his
Christ” For this purpose, Crossworld, the
international Christian missionary organiza-
tion, has released ten model prayers to support
mission workers. An article listing the prayers
is on their website, as well as a PDF file of the
“How to Pray for Missionaries” bookmark that
can be downloaded. Crossworld also encour-
ages people interested in world missions to
subscribe to their email lists to get stories and
prayer requests about missionaries in the field.
With resources like these, we will sharpen the
effectiveness of our intercessory skills. You can
find the article “Prayer for Missionaries” on
the Crossworld website (https://crossworld.
org/resources/prayer); download it and med-
itate on it. Then, pray for the global mission
team with newfound power and direction.

HOW TO SAY IT
Sanhedrin. san-HEED-rin.
Sadducees. sa-dyu-SEES.
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DAILY HOME BIBLE READINGS

MONDAY

Prayer of Humility

(Matthew 6:9-15)

TUESDAY

Prayer of Gratitude

(2 Chronicles 6:1-15)

WEDNESDAY

Open-Hearted Life

(2 Corinthians 6:1-13)

THURSDAY

Greater Things Through Prayer
(John 14:11-13)

FRIDAY

No One Else (Acts 4:1-12)

SATURDAY

No Other Authority

(Acts 4:13-22)

SUNDAY

Praying for One Another
(Acts 4:23-31)

PREPARE FOR NEXT SUNDAY

Read Acts 4:34-5:10 and “Sharing All
Things”

Sources:

Carson, D.A,, France, R.T,, Motyer, J.A., Wenham, J.G. New Bible

Commentary. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1993.
Keener, Craig S. IVP Bible Background Commentary. Downers Grove,

IL: InterVarsity Press, 1993.
Polhill, John B. Acts. New American Commentary: An Exegetical

and Theological Exposition of Holy Scripture. Nashville: B&H
Publishing, 1992.

COMMENTS / NOTES:
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EVERYBODY SHARING

BIBLE BASIS:
Acts 4:34-5:10, NIV

BIBLE TRUTH:
SHARING ALL THINGS

MEMORY VERSE:
Acts 4:34, NIV

TEACHER PREPARATION

LESSON AIM:

Knowledge: Students will tell the impor-
tance of sharing with other Christians in
need.

Attitude: Students will understand the joy
and satisfaction of sharing with others.
Action: Students will make a bracelet with
the word “share” written on it.

DEAR TEACHER
Students will learn that, just like the early disciples, they can share with each other.
SUPPLY LIST
SECTION MATERIALS
Focus Activity Strips of construction paper, crayons,
markers, or colored pencils, transparent tape
INTRODUCTION be very pleased with an attitude like that. Tell

Focus Activity

Before class, cut several construction
paper strips about one inch wide and three
to four inches long. As the children come in,
distribute the strips and the colored pencils,
crayons, or markers. Have each child write
the word “share” on his or her strip and dec-
orate it. Wrap the strips loosely around each
child’s wrist and use small pieces of transpar-
ent tape to secure them. Explain that today’s
lesson will be about sharing.

BIBLE LEARNING

A. Life Application Story

(Distribute the student folders.)

Before reading the story, ask the students
if they have ever thought about giving away
something special or important to them to
help others in need. Read the story, asking if
anyone would like to help with reading.

After the story, ask the students what
Jackson did that was extra special. He gave
his very best, not just a little bit. God would

the students that God wants His people to
give their very best to help others in need.

B. Bible Story

Everybody Sharing

There were no needy Christians. Many
who owned houses sold them and shared
with anyone in need.

A man named Ananias and his wife,
Sapphira, sold their land. He kept some money
for himself and brought the rest to the Apostles.

“Ananias, why have you lied to the Holy
Spirit and kept some of the money? You lied
to us and God,” Peter said.

Then Ananias died right there! People
heard about this and became afraid. Later, his
wife Sapphira came in.

Peter asked her, “Is this all the money you
got for your land?” She told him it was. Peter
was disappointed.

“How could you test the Holy Spirit?” he
asked Sapphira.

Then Sapphira died right on the spot, too!
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C. Bible Review

To help the students with this week’s
lesson, use the following review questions to
have a class discussion.

1. Were there any needy Christians in the
time of the apostles? (No)

2. Why not? (Because they all shared)

3. What did Ananias and Sapphira sell? (their
land)

4. Did they give all the money away? (No)

5. To whom did they lie? (Peter and God)

6. What happened to them? (They died!)

7. How did all the people feel? (afraid)

D. Let’'s Memorize God’s Word

“Share with those in need” (from Ephesians
4:28, NIV).

Have the children gather in a circle. Ask
them to recall a time they shared something
special with someone else, or a time they gave
money or bought something for someone in
need.

If they can’t recall something, ask them
to think of something they could do in the
future, such as using their allowance to help
someone.

Go around the circle, having each child
recite his or her answer and say the Key
Verse. After you have gone through the circle
once, have the students repeat the Key Verse
together and then say it by themselves.

BIBLE APPLICATION

A.Be Smart

All or Nothing Puzzle

The children should color in the spaces
with the numbers in them. Explain that
they will color in one-quarter, one-half,
three-quarters, and then the whole circle.
If necessary, demonstrate the concepts of
part and whole by drawing a simple circle
on a board, dividing it into quarters with a
horizontal and vertical line, and shading in
each part as you call out the parts. Begin by
saying that you have divided the whole circle
into four equal parts, using the lines. As you
shade in one-quarter of the circle, say: “This
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is one-quarter of the circle. One-quarter is
one part of the whole circle.”

Tell the children that the disciples gave all
that they had, not just part of it.

B. Good Attitude

The Best Gift

The children should draw and color in
a picture of something they own that they
could share or sell to help others.

C. Worship Time

Have the students repeat this prayer after
you:

Dear God, please help us to think of others
and always share what we have, whether it’s
a lot or a little. Let the light of Jesus shine
through us. In Jesus’ name, amen.

NOTES
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SHARING ALLTHINGS

BIBLE BASIS: ACTS 4:34-5:10

BIBLE TRUTH: The early followers of Jesus
shared everything with one another, so there
was not a needy person among them.

MEMORY VERSE: “Neither was there any
among them that lacked: for as many as were
possessors of lands or houses sold them, and
brought the prices of the things that were sold”
(Acts 4:34).

LESSON SCRIPTURE

ACTS 4:34-5:10, KJV
34 Neither was there any among them that
lacked: for as many as were possessors of
lands or houses sold them, and brought the
prices of the things that were sold,

35 And laid them down at the apostles'feet:
and distribution was made unto every man
according as he had need.

36 And Joses, who by the apostles was
surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being inter-
preted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, and
of the country of Cyprus,

37 Having land, sold it, and brought the
money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

5:1 But a certain man named Ananias, with
Sapphira his wife, sold a possession,

2 And kept back part of the price, his wife
also being privy to it, and brought a certain
part, and laid it at the apostles’feet.

3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan
filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and
to keep back part of the price of the land?

4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own?
and after it was sold, was it not in thine own

LESSON AIM: By the end of the lesson, we will:
UNDERSTAND the sacrifices and rewards of
the early Christians’ willingness to share their
possessions with others; EXAMINE our moti-
vation for making sacrificial offerings; and
DRAFT a list of statements that would moti-
vate others to contribute freely to a community
project.

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Acts 4:32-
5:11 & Isaiah 1:15-18 Read and incorporate
the insights gained from the Background
Scriptures into your study of the lesson.

power? why hast thou conceived this thing
in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men,
but unto God.

5 And Ananias hearing these words fell
down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear
came on all them that heard these things.

6 And the young men arose, wound him up,
and carried him out, and buried him.

7 And it was about the space of three hours
after, when his wife, not knowing what was
done, cameiin.

8 And Peter answered unto her, Tell me
whether ye sold the land for so much? And
she said, Yea, for so much.

9 Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye
have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of
the Lord? behold, the feet of them which
have buried thy husband are at the door,
and shall carry thee out.

10 Then fell she down straightway at his
feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the
young men came in, and found her dead,
and, carrying her forth, buried her by her
husband.
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BIBLICAL DEFINITIONS
A. Lacked (Acts 4:34) endees (Gk.)-

To be in need, destitute.

B. Consolation (v. 36) paraklesis
(GKk.)-help, encouragement, comfort.

LIFE NEED FOR TODAY’S LESSON

AIM: Students will appreciate that although
there are exceptions, most people are glad to
share what they have with those in need.

INTRODUCTION

The Spirit of Generosity

The generosity described in this lesson is
a continuation of the giving described in
Acts 2:44-45: “And all that believed were
together, and had all things common; and
sold their possessions andgoods, and parted
them to all men, as every man had need” The
Gospel message of Jesus’ extravagant love
had a significant impact on the early church.
The reality of Jesus' tremendous sacrifice
inspired them to sacrifice for the benefit of
others. They were not comfortable seeing
their brothers and sisters in Christ go without.
This conviction led them to do more than just
pray for their brothers and sisters; it prompted
them to take personal action. In this lesson, we
see that the spirit of generosity is still needed
in the church.

BIBLE LEARNING

AIM: Students will learn that some
believers in the early church did not share
with those in need and were punished.

I.UNRESERVED GENEROSITY
(Acts 4:34-37)

In the Old Testament, we see that God is
consistently concerned with the plight of
those less fortunate. Israel was chastised
many times because they had failed to take
care of those unable to take care of themselves:
widows, orphans, and the poor. God makes
clear that Israel is responsible for taking care
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of one another (Deuteronomy 15:4). He also
commands Israel to bring all the tithes and
offerings to the house of God so that there
would be provision there (Malachi 3:10). This
was so the poor would know that they could
come to the Temple and find food.

As a response to the generosity Jesus showed
them, the early church provided for all so that
no one “lacked” Their possessions and goods
were shared in common and given to anyone
who was in need. This was remarkable in first
century Palestine, as most of the population
lived in poverty. The early church provided the
context to live out Jesus’ command to “sell your
possessions and give to the poor” (Matthew
19:21, Luke 12:33, NIV). The community of
the new covenant shared everything.

Acts 4:35-5:10

34 Neither was there any among them that
lacked: for as many as were possessors of
lands or houses sold them, and brought the
prices of the things that were sold, 35 And
laid them down at the apostles’ feet: and dis-
tribution was made unto every man accord-
ing as he had need. 36 And Joses, who by the
apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is,
being interpreted, The son of consolation,)
a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, 37
Having land, sold it, and brought the moneys,
and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

The first phrase in this verse echoes the words
of Deuteronomy 15:4: “There shall be no poor
among you.” In this way, Luke (who wrote Acts
to follow his Gospel) paints a picture of the
early church as a new Israel. This would have
appealed to those in the Jewish community, as
they could see the church fulfilling the role of
the ideal community in the age to come. This
community was attractive to those Jews living
in poverty at this time.

What is striking about the Christians’ sharing
all their goods in common is that it was a
voluntary practice. The iterative imperfect
tense is used in 34b-35. This tense indicates
that the community members used to sell their
property and share the wealth as a regular
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practice. There is evidence that the Qumran
communities near the Dead Sea around the
time of Christ practiced the surrender of
property. There is a similar generosity of spirit
and on-going commitment to communal
needs here in Acts.

Laying the money at the apostles’ feet was
an act of submission—not to the apostles
as mere men, but to Christ. The twelve
represented Christ on Earth. The act of
the believers laying the money at their feet
was symbolic of submitting their wealth to
Christ. This was not worship of the apostles
but a symbolic statement. The apostles actually
turned over the responsibility of distributing
the proceeds to the seven deacons once this
duty distracted them from their main task of
prayer and preaching the Word (Acts 6:1-7).

Barnabas’ given name was Joses or Joseph.
The apostles who spoke Aramaic nicknamed
Joses “Barnabas,” meaning “son of prophecy;,”
from the Aramaic bar meaning “son of” and
nabu meaning “prophecy.” Some have given
the nickname a slightly different meaning,
translating it as “son of refreshment” Based
on his intimate knowledge of the man,
Luke translated the Aramaic into Greek
as huios parakleseos, which is translated
variously as “son of consolation/exhortation/
encouragement.” Parakleseos comes from the
same root as the word Jesus used in His prom-
ise to send the Holy Spirit: “And I will pray
to the Father and He will give you another
Comforter [parakletos], that He may abide
with you forever” (John 14:16). Luke uses
these exact words to indicate that the Holy
Spirit had distinguished Himself in Barnabas.
It is interesting to note that the main function
of prophecy (from which we get part of the
compound of Barnabas’ name) is to build up,
encourage, and comfort (1 Corinthians 14:3).
Whenever we see Barnabas in the pages of the
New Testament, he is building up, encourag-
ing, and comforting others to be their best for
Jesus.

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

QUESTION 1
What was Barnabas’ birth name?

QUESTION 2
How can you exemplify some of the character-
istics of Barnabas in your daily life?

Il. Consequences of Deception
(5:1-10)

The story of Ananias and Sapphira is puzzling.
The generosity displayed by the early church
was completely spontaneous. No one was
commanded to sell their property and give the
money to the apostles. People chose to do it
because it was their heart’s desire to make sure
their brothers and sisters in Christ were well
cared for. The field was Ananias and Sapphira’s
to do with as they pleased. It would stand to
reason that if they decided to give the apostles
part of the money and keep part of the money
for themselves, that would have been perfectly
acceptable.

What prompted them to lie to the apostles?
Maybe they wanted to appear generous so
they could become leaders in the church.
Maybe they wanted to be seen giving a lot of
money like the rich people in Mark 12:41-43.
Whatever their reason, what happened to
them serves as a strong reminder that the
facade we put up to impress others is not able
to stand in the presence of the Holy Spirit.
God is a discerner of the heart, thoughts,
and intents of people. It is impossible to lie to
Him; He knows us and whether what we do
is sincere or for show and appearance. God
will reward us according to our intentions, so
make sure that all that you do is done with a
pure heart and not a hidden agenda.

5:1 But a certain man named Ananias, with
Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, 2 And
kept back part of the price, his wife also being
privy to it, and brought a certain part, and
laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 But Peter said,
Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to
lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part
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of the price of the land? 4 Whiles it remained,
was it not thine own? and after it was sold,
was it not in thine own power? why hast thou
conceived this thing in thine heart? thou
hast not lied unto men, but unto God. 5 And
Ananias hearing these words fell down, and
gave up the ghost: and great fear came on
all them that heard these things. 6 And the
young men arose, wound him up, and carried
him out, and buried him. 7 And it was about
the space of three hours after, when his wife,
not knowing what was done, came in. 8 And
Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye
sold the land for so much? And she said, Yea,
for so much. 9 Then Peter said unto her, How
isit that ye have agreed together to tempt the
Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them
which have buried thy husband are at the
door, and shall carry thee out. 10 Then fell
she down straightway at his feet, and yielded
up the ghost: and the young men came in,
and found her dead, and, carrying her forth,
buried her by her husband. 11 And great fear
came upon the whole church and upon all
who heard of these things.

Nothing is known about Ananias and his
wife Sapphira outside of their sin. It is a sad
reminder that sometimes we may be known
for all the bad we have done and not the good.
The name Ananias means “one whom God
has graciously given” and it stands in stark
contrast to the stinginess of his actions in
this narrative. His actions also stand in stark
contrast to the actions of Barnabas, who gave
all of the money from the sale of his land to
the church. This was in direct contradiction
of the work of faith being done in the hearts
of those early believers. They truly believed
everything was to be shared by all; apparently
Ananias and his wife Sapphira did not.

Sapphira was named as an accomplice in this
act of selfishness and dishonesty. The Bible
does not say that she actually sold the land
or kept back the proceeds. It does say that
she had knowledge of what Ananias did.
She is guilty because she knowingly went
along with it. The word in the King James is
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“privy” (Gk. sunorao, soon-ah -RAH-oh). It
is a compound verb using the Greek words
for “together with” and “to see or know.” She
was not an innocent party but knew what was
going on and considered it in her best interest
to keep some of the money as well.

Peter as one of the apostles confronts Ananias.
The Holy Spirit revealed Ananias’ sin to him.
Two things come to mind as we look at
Peter’s words of confrontation. First he says
that Satan, not the Holy Spirit, had filled
Ananias’ heart. The direct influence of Satan
himself prompted Ananias to keep some of
the money and lie to the apostles and the rest
of the church.

Peter then goes right to the heart of the matter.
The land was Ananias’ property before it was
sold. The money was his when he sold the
land. It made no sense to lie to the church.
Ultimately Ananias did not lie to the church,
but to God. He had broken the trust of the
community through his selfish and deceptive
act. The word for “kept back” can also
mean “to pilfer or embezzle” Once Ananias
pledged to give the proceeds to the church,
it was the Lord’s property; to keep some was
embezzlement. His act was a sin not just
against the community but against God. The
word for “conceived” (Gk. tithemi, TI-thay-
mee) also means “set” or “appointed” and
indicates the premeditation on the part of
Ananias. This was not a knee-jerk reaction,
but a planned scheme to deceive the church.

Immediately Ananias is judged, convicted,
and executed. We do not know what caused
Ananias’ death. One thing we know for sure
is that this judgment was God’s judgment.
Immediately the result is that “great fear
came upon all who heard it"—not an ordinary
fear but a “great fear” Here we see the effect of
Ananias’ death and the possible reason for Luke
including this incident in the narrative. Luke
wanted to show the hand of God in forming the
community and protecting its purity.

For the young men to immediately wrap
him up and carry him out without ceremony
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showed that this was divine judgment. In first
century Palestine, only the burials of criminals
and those who committed suicide were done
with this much urgency. The young men were
back within a matter of three hours.

Next, Peter confronts Sapphira. She had
walked in not knowing what had happened.
Luke does not state where this meeting took
place and who was present. All he wants the
reader to focus on is the seriousness of the
couple’s deception. Peter questions her on the
price of the sale. It doesn’t state how much it
was and whether it was for good reason—
any amount was enough to warrant the
judgment of the Lord. Peter in his question
gives Sapphira a chance to repent of her
wrongdoing. To her demise, she does not
repent but continues with the lie.

Peter’s reaction is similar to what he said
to Ananias: It was not to men that she had
lied, but to God. Ananias and Sapphira had
both agreed (Gk. sumphoneo, sum-foe-
NEH-oh), which literally means to “sound
together” indicating they both were on one
accord, indicating their planning to lie to the
community. This was not a mere reaction, but
a formulated, well thought out plan to deceive
the community. Peter then lets Sapphira know
she will meet the same fate as her husband.

Sapphira fell down dead in the same way her
husband did. The same young men who had
carried Ananias out to be buried also carried
her out. They were together in their sin, and
now they lay together in death. It is interesting
to note that Luke mentions the sin and fate of
Sapphira as well as her husband. Throughout
the books of Luke and Acts, women are given
an equal amount of attention as men. It is the
same in this case, although Sapphira’s actions
are far from praiseworthy. Still, it shows Luke’s
focus on the value of women as equal agents
and recipients in God’s economy.

Again we hear that “a great fear” comes on not
only the whole church, but also everyone who
heard about these things. Here we see Luke
writing not only from a spiritual perspective,

but also as an apologist for the church. He is
showing his audience that the early church
community was the real thing. It was in fact
God’s community empowered by the Spirit
and tasked to continue the ministry of the
crucified and resurrected Messiah.

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

QUESTION 3
Was Ananias free to do what he wanted to
do with the money after selling his land?

QUESTION 4

How can the story of Ananias and Sapphira
affect your decisions about paying tithes and
filing your income taxes?

BIBLE APPLICATION

AIM: Students will know that believers
in Christ are responsible to care for others.

Today it seems like people are quick to cast
the church and Christians in a negative light.
Pastors of large congregations are criticized
for their congregations being too large. Pastors
of small congregations are criticized for their
congregations not growing. This is all the
more reason for us to make sure that we are
sincere in all that we do. Engaging in pointless
arguments will not do anything to advance the
cause of Christianity. However, displays of
sincere compassion, generosity, and concern
will silence any critic.

STUDENT’S RESPONSES

AIM: Students will understand that believers
should have the right intentions when caring
for those in need.

We at times get stuck thinking that making
periodic contributions to the “Benevolence
Fund” is all that we need to do in terms of
helping others. While making contributions is
a great thing, this lesson emphasizes the whole
community’s responsibility to care for all those
in need. Together with the class, plan a project
in which you can pool your resources together
to sacrificially help someone in need.
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PRAYER

Dear Jesus, help us to be honest with You,
ourselves, and others. Let us not create stories
and lies that cause pain, problems, and even
death. As we accept the purity of Your love
and goodness, we will create hearts that are
acceptable unto You. In the Name of Jesus we
pray. Amen.

DIG A LITTLE DEEPER
Sharing All Things

Encouraging generosity in the local church,
like that illustrated in our lesson text, is a
motivation for studying passages like this. We
also learn a lot about the value of generosity
from Paul’s discourse in 2 Corinthians 8-9.
The apostle’s observation that “God loves
a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7) is the popular
exhortation for us to happily respond to the
love God has already shown us in Christ.
But, as we closely examine the two chapters
in 2 Corinthians, we observe how the apostle
employed several motivational techniques
simultaneously.

Paul highlighted the sacrificial giving of
the churches in Macedonia to inspire the
Corinthians to follow their example (2 Cor.
8:1-5). He also reminded them of the pledges
they had already made and counseled them to
strive to keep their promises (2 Cor. 8:6,10,11).
Paul emphasized that giving was as much an
area of accomplishment as demonstrations
of faith, speaking gifts, knowledge, and zeal
in the church—it is a grace in which to excel
(2 Cor. 8:7). He also explained that giving
should be born of their love for him and his
leadership (2 Cor. 8:7b). Moreover, as a test of
the sincerity of their love, he would not force
their compliance (2 Cor. 8:8). Paul outlined a
principle that we should give in proportion
to what we have (2 Cor. 8:12). We should be
more generous when we have a surplus so as
to make up for others’ lack. At some point,
they may have more to contribute when we
ourselves are short (2 Cor. 8:14,15).
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Paul even seemed willing to use embarrass-
ment as a stick. After explaining how beloved
Titus would be accompanying a couple of offi-
cials chosen to carry the offering to Jerusalem
(2 Cor. 8:16-23), he professed to be confident
that they would live up to all he had boast-
ed about them (2 Cor. 8:24). Paul indicated
he would soon visit them, along with some
of the Macedonians mentioned above. The
apostle then reminds the Corinthians that
their reputation for generosity had been
the inspiration for the Macedonians to give
so liberally (2 Cor. 9:2); if the Macedonians
found that the Corinthians didn’t honor their
pledges, it would be shameful for everyone
involved.

Another principle Paul shared was that we
must sow generously to reap generously.
God, who is ultimately responsible for all our
bountifulness, “will provide and increase your
resources and then produce a great harvest”
(2 Cor. 9:10, NLT). Moreover, when we share
our gifts with the needy, they will thank God
for us (2 Cor. 9:12). “They will pray for you
with deep affection because of the overflowing
grace God has given to you” (2 Cor. 9:14,
NLT). So, we are blessed by God for our
generosity and then doubly blessed by the
intercession of those to whom we gave. Take
the time to examine this passage for yourself!

HOW TO SAY IT
Privy. PRI-vee.
Cyprus. SAI-pris.
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DAILY HOME BIBLE READINGS

MONDAY

Rescuing the Weak

(Psalm 82)

TUESDAY

Living Blamelessly

(Psalm 26)

WEDNESDAY
Sharing Generously

(1 Timothy 5:11-19)

THURSDAY

Sharing with All
(Isaiah 1:15-18)

FRIDAY

Sharing Troubles

(Philippians 4:1-14)

SATURDAY

Sharing Out of Abundance

(Luke 3:10-16)

SUNDAY
Sharing All Things

(Acts 4:34-5:10)

PREPARE FOR NEXT SUNDAY

Read Acts 5:27-29, 33-42 and “Witnessing to

the Truth?
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