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SYNOPSIS:

An intimate portrait of Chinese American photographer 
Corky Lee whose pioneering work documented the richness
and complexity of the Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI)
experience for half a century.
 
Lee’s fascinating photographs of daily life, cultural
celebrations, and social justice movements reveal a rare
record of a community often overlooked by mainstream
media – and demonstrate the power of photography as a tool
for advocacy and social change.

SYNOPSIS:



WHO WAS CORKY WHO WAS CORKY LEE?LEE?

THIS FILM:THIS FILM:

HIS LEGACY:HIS LEGACY:  



The film weaves together rare verite footage of Corky’s daily life; interviews with Corky and noted historians, authors, and
activists; archival footage; and most importantly a rich trove of Corky’s stunning photographs spanning 50 years. 

ARTISTIC VISION FOR THE FILM:ARTISTIC VISION FOR THE FILM:  

His photographs put the issue of police
brutality in Chinatown on the front page of

the New York Post,
showed Sikhs and Filipinos battling 

racist stereotyping after 9/11,

and bore witness to the devastating economic
and social impact of the Covid pandemic on

New York’s AAPI community in 2020.



WHY NOW?WHY NOW?

https://stopaapihate.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/21-SAH-NationalReport2-v2.pdf


MAINSTREAM MEDIAMAINSTREAM MEDIA
T h e  A A P I  c o m m u n i t y  c o n t i n u e s  t oT h e  A A P I  c o m m u n i t y  c o n t i n u e s  t o
a d v o c a t e  f o r  v i s i b i l i t y  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .a d v o c a t e  f o r  v i s i b i l i t y  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .
C o r k y  L e e  r e l e n t l e s s l y  p u s h e d  t h eC o r k y  L e e  r e l e n t l e s s l y  p u s h e d  t h e
m a i n s t r e a m  p r e s s  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h i sm a i n s t r e a m  p r e s s  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h i s
c o m m u n i t y  a u t h e n t i c a l l y  a n d  a d v a n c ec o m m u n i t y  a u t h e n t i c a l l y  a n d  a d v a n c e
d i a l o g u e  t h r o u g h  h i s  p h o t o g r a p h s .d i a l o g u e  t h r o u g h  h i s  p h o t o g r a p h s .



2001, 9/11 Sikhs Against Terrorism, © Corky Lee 

1975, Police Brutality Protest, © Corky Lee 
2020, Stop the Hate Rally, © Corky Lee 

2001, Post 9/11 Rally, © Corky Lee 

1989, Tiananmen Square Rally,        
© Corky Lee 



BEYOND STEREOTYPESBEYOND STEREOTYPES

"It's not important that people remember me. "It's not important that people remember me. It's moreIt's more
important that they remember my photos."important that they remember my photos."

-Corky Lee-Corky Lee

This film seeks to educate younger
generations, Asians and non-Asians
alike, to see beyond stereotypes at a
crucial moment when AAPI identity
and culture is under attack.



WHY US?WHY US?
After meeting Corky Lee in 2003 and
recognizing then the importance of
sharing his life story, Director Jennifer
Takaki followed him for nearly 20 years,
diligently documenting triumphs and
tragedy.

Jennifer’s close relationship with Corky
imbues the film with an intimate,
honest perspective and purpose: honor
Corky’s life and work -- and expand the
audience for his photographic legacy.
Her poignant film offers a unique and
moving memorial to one man’s mission
to bring justice to his community
through photography.



JENNIFER TAKAKI
director/producer

LINDA HATTENDORF
editor

LILY M. FAN
executive producer

GEORGE AND 
HILLARY HIROSE
executive producers

Jennifer’s background is in
broadcast news, including six

years in Hong Kong where she
worked in news and

entertainment. She also
produces corporate videos and

personal documentaries for
individuals and families. She is

based in New York City.



Linda directed “The Cats of
Mirikitani” which was broadcast

nationally on the PBS series
“Independent Lens ” , toured

several countries theatrically, and
won awards in more than 30 film
festivals around the world. Her

editing work has been broadcast
on PBS, A&E, TCM, The Sundance

Channel and more. 



Lily Fan founded Scandobean
Productions in 2010. Over the years,

her projects have expanded from
theater to documentary films. 'The

Fight' won the Special Jury Award for
Social Impact Filmmaking at the 2020

Sundance Film Festival. Lily was an
Executive Producer of 'Weiner," U.S.

Documentary Grand Jury Prize winner
at the 2016 Sundance Film Festival.

George & Hillary Hirose met at
Bard College and have been

married for over 38 years. They
live in NYC where they raised

their daughter, and have
actively engaged in community

activism and social justice
issues for many years.



LINDA LEW WOO
producer

JOEL GOODMAN
composer

Linda Lew Woo is a native New
Yorker and a graduate of the

Fashion Institute of Technology. In
1968, she was crowned “Miss

Chinatown New York” and became
a visible representative of the

Chinese-American community. Her
53 year friendship with Corky

included collaborating on
charitable and community

outreach projects. 

DAVID KOH
co-producer

NICOLE DIMICELI
co-producer

David Koh is an Award Winning Film
Producer, Curator & Sales Agent. He
has been involved in over a dozen

Academy nominated films and several
that have won. He currently co-
manages a portfolio of over 20+
projects a year through the label

Curatorial. 

Joel has scored over 150 films and
television programs that have

received 5 Oscar nominations, 20
Emmy awards and over 30 Emmy

nominations. A native New Yorker,
he splits his time between Paris,

Los Angeles and New York.

Nicole DiMiceli is a Film Producer and
Stylist. She is partnered with

Producer David Koh in a production
company, Curatorial, where she co-
manages a slate of projects. She has
worked in film, television and media
with CNBC, Martha Stewart, Conde

Nast, NBC, CBS and the Maury Show,
among others. 



INTERVIEWS INCLUDE:INTERVIEWS INCLUDE:
STARRING: CORKY LEESTARRING: CORKY LEE

Karlin Chan
Ching Yeh Chen
Fay Chiang
Rocky Chin
Cynthia Dantzic
Carol Huang
Peter Kwong
Cynthia Lee
Jimmy Lee
John 'Johann' Lee
Ping Hong Jung Lee
Richie Lee

Fee Lan Lee (Fee Mak)
Russell Leong
Philip Levine

Tzi Ma
Norm Mineta

Edmund Newton
Norm Nelson

Shirley Ng
Josh Rogers

Ryan Lee Wong
Theodora Yoshikami

Karen Zhou



PHOTOGRAPHIC JUSTICE PHOTOGRAPHIC JUSTICE in the press:in the press:  
NBC News, "How Corky Lee's Legacy Goes Far Beyond Photography" (left and middle) 

Center for Asian American Media, "Photographic Justice: Rest in Power Corky Lee"

CNN, "Corky Lee,
legendary Asian American

photographer, 
dies at 73" (right)



PRESS INQUIRIES:PRESS INQUIRIES:

Contact: Linda Lew Woo, Producer
Phone: (646) 893-8581

Email: showcase88@gmail.com
WEBSITE: www.photographicjustice.com

Please contact us for photos by Corky Lee as well as photos of:

Corky Lee
Corky Lee's family
Jennifer Takaki

mailto:showcase88@gmail.com
http://www.photographicjustice.com/


MADE IN PART WITH FUNDS FROM:MADE IN PART WITH FUNDS FROM:

ARCHIVAL MUSIC PROVIDED BY:ARCHIVAL MUSIC PROVIDED BY:
Song: “It’s Tough
Being Corky Lee”
Performed by
SLANT, Rick
Ebihara as Song
Writer, SLANT
Performance
Group - Rick
Ebihara, Wayland
Quintero and
Perry Yung.

Songs from the
album “A Grain of
Sand:’  Performed
by Chris IIjima,
Nobuko Miyamoto
and Charlie Chin.

PHOTOS BY:PHOTOS BY:    CORKY LEECORKY LEE


